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PREFACE. 



Jl or fome time paft I had cherifhed an agre- 
able expeftation, that the remainder of Pope's 
works would be configned to my care, after the 
new edition of his Homer, with continued notes 
on both Iliad and Odyffey, (hould be delivered 
to the public through my hands. But, in con- 
fequence of a previous agreement, unknown to 
me, privately contrafted by Mr, Cadell with 
Dr. Warton, and the rapidity of the Doftor in 
a preoccupation of the prcfs, this office his de- 
volved upon him ; a man, by elegance of tafte 
and variety of literary information, eminently 
qualified, beyond all contrpverfy, to adorn and 
explain a poet, for delicacy of feeling, for accu- 
racy of judgement, poignancy of wit, urbanity of 
humour, vivacity of fancy, difcernment of human 
chara£ter, folemnity of pathos, pregnancy of fen- 
timent, reSitude of tafte, comprehenfiye diction, 
melodious numbers, and dignified morality, 
without a rival in antient or modern times. 
That my rambles, however, in this province, 
thus intercepted, might not perifh to myfelf, I 

a have 
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have colIe£led, but with ftudied brevity, my 
mifcellaneous remarks into this work now pre- 
fented to the reader ; where what occur to the 
extents of my former volume, are merely fup- 
plemental to it, that no purchafer might have 
occafion to complain, nor myfelf unreafonably 
fufFer by a folitary and unfupported work. 
Thefe Obfervations, which are principally em- 
ployed on our poet's imitations of his predecef- 
fors, but not unaccompanied by an intermixture 
of other topics arifing from the fubjeft, will 
prove acceptable, I hope, in proportion to their 
worth, to the lovers of poetic elegance. But, 
in truth, both my prefent and paft exercitations 
on this poet, with the future efforts of Dr. War- 
ton, admirable as they may be, are alike frivo- 
lous and ineffectual, if no edition of Pope be 
wanted, according to the profcfTorial edi£l of 
thofe impartial judges and fuperlative prafti- 
tioners of univerfal literature, hight Britijh Critics! 
From the formidable decifion of thefe mighty 
dictators I appeal, however, with confidence by 
' this volume to the public. 

Thofe imitations, which others had before 
dlfcovered, I have not been forward to repeat, 
from a difinclination to an unreafonable exten- 
fion of thie work : what may have been inci- 
dentally repeated, I have not appropriated with 

intentional 
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mtentional ufurpation. Even in thofe inftances, 
where the fymptoms of imitation are dubious or 
improbable, to contemplate the efforts of genius 
on the fame fentiment, is of itfelf a moft pleaf- 
ing occupation to a reader of fenfibility. 

Befides; the immediate, illuftration arifing to 
our poet from the fpecification of his borrowed 
ornaments, another point of fome importance is 
indirectly enforced ; I mean, the unlimited and 
incalculable obligations of modern Wit to the 
Genius of Greece and Rome; and the incon- 
ceivable benefit of antient learning to thofe> who 
wifli to appreciate, by a true eftimate, the.ac- 
complifhments pf fucceeding writers, aiid to ac- 
quire a pure relifh even for the beauties of Eng- 
lifli poetry. Indeed, to the credit of his tafte 
and magnanimity be it fpoken, and the more, as 
he tafted the fpirit of antiquity through the di- 
lution of tranflations only, po man could be 
more fenfible of his obligations, nor more pro- 
fufely generous in his acknowledgements to the 
illuftrious exemplars of the claffic ages, than 
Pope himfelf. 



That fatiety, of which fome complain in the 
poetry of Pope, muft be explained in part from 
his confummate propriety 9f expreffion, his fua- 
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vity of numbers, and that inculpable perfeftion 
which pervades the whole body of his con^pofi- 
tions J and, in part, from the fickly faftidiod^ 
nefs and hafty mifconception of the cenfurer 
himfelf. Occafional harflinefs ©f verfification, 
difproportionate expreffion, and incongruity of 
thoughtv aft like a foil to a fparkling fentimcnt, 
or a tuneful verfe ; aiid excite that momentary 
recreation, which arifes from agreabl^ furprize 
and linexpefted felicity of exeoution* * The fame 
excellence, in a galaxy of equal beauties, would 
have paflbd over the eye of the wiind^ without 
difcriminatc impreffion. It is not the infipidity 
of viands, but their lufcious juices and exquifitc 
flavour, that makes them cloy, and renders palat* 
able even the neutrality of vulgar fore. It wai 
neither the flatnefs nor poverty of the Archan* 
gel's converfation, but his energy of conception 
vind his f/u3ii'mmg vme^ that wearied our firll Pa- 
rent^ and oppreft his fenfe, 

— ftrain*d to tli* heighth 



In that celeftial colloquy fublime. 

Our attention, palled by a profufion-of unceafing 
dainties, requires the refrefliment of variety; 
though that variety be abfurdity and dulnefs. 

But, before my final difmiffion of our accora- 
pliflied countryman and his enchanting works^ 

let 
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let me be pfenriitted to weigh his quah'ties fn 
that balance, which the moft elegant critic of 
antiquity has fufpended for the adjuftment of 
poetic merit/ HoruUy in his Satires, i. 4. 39. 
thus exhibits the criterion of a true poet, in 
contradiftin6tion to the fimple verfifier : 

Rrimum ego me illorum, dederim quibus cfle poetis, 
Excerpam numcro : neque enim concludere verfam 
Drxeris efle ^is ; neque fi quis fcribat, uti nos, 
Stfrmoni propiora, putes hunc eiTe poetam. 
Jngtniu m cui (it, cui mens 4iv^»k ^j atque os 
Mamajon^luruniy desnominis hujus honorem. 

Three effential qualifications, we fee, muft com- 1 1 
bine to the compofition of a genuine bard : / / 
I. Ingenmm\ Genius, or native Capability; an^ 
endowment, principally difplayed, as it regards 
the poetic charadter, in " Creation^'' or " original 
" difcovery/' 

r. Now this ^^ creative ^^ or ^^ inventive^ Facutly'^ 
of Pope may be moft coinraodiouUy afferted, 
and with indifputable efficiency, from his Rape of 
the Locky and Dunciad ; becaufc a comparifon 
with the great poetical inventors, who preceded 
him, may be moft obvioufly inftituted from thefe 
performances. But 1 thus pronounce, rather in 
compliance with popular opinion, than in con- 
formity to my own conception of the fubjeO, 
and, ^s I think, to Truth iifelf. Thofe poets 
a 3 after 
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after Homer, who have gained the higheft repu- 
tation for creative power in antient and modem 
days, tread too clofely in his fteps for a reafon- 
able claim of independent merit in this parti- 
cular : and, as far as I can difcover, no lefs in- 
vention, in proportion to the extent of his per- 
formance, is difcoverable in our author's Dunciad, 
thai:! in the Paradife Loft itfelf, and much more 
than Virgil's poem can affert. Now, in my judge- 
ment, as much original ingenuity, as novel and 
extenfive a creation of excurfive fancy, is exhi- 
bited in the Moral Ejfays of Pope, and moft of 
his other pieces, as in the poetry of any artift that 
could be mentioned. His invention is only lefs 
confpicuous in a£tual difplay than that of others^ 
from the paucity of his original productions ; 
a paucity, not aflign9.ble to the poverty of a bar- 
ren or exhaufted intelleft, but to an incidental 
mifemployment of his talents on the works of 
Shakfpeare, and to the devotfon of fo long a 
t jmc to tranjlation only : 

And Pope's ten years to comment and tranflate, 

2. The fecond quality fpecified by Horace is, 
the mens diviniory ?' a mind of diviner conftitU- 
"' tion." By this I underftand that enthufiaftic 
rapture, to which glowing conceptions and ec- 
ftatic vifions are congenial 3 which kindles into 

tranfport, 
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tranfport, or melts with fenfibility, at the con- 
templation of Nature in her attire of fublimity 
and beauty. This divine glow of foul is by 
Ariftotle, in his Poetics, denominated a prophetic 
impulfe ; as produftive to the poet's fancy of 
thofe wild emotions, thofe thrilling energies, 
which agitated the heathen prophets undei the 
fuppofed operation of an infpiring and in-dwell- 
ing deity. As long as the Meffiak, the IVindfor- 
Forejl^ the Elegy on an Unfortunate, Lady^ the Eloifa 
to Abelardy and the Prologue to the Satires^ fliall 
furvive, to pronounce their teftimony j fo long 
will the title of Pope remain undifputed through 
the realms of Wit, to the fineft phrenzies and 
moft delicate agitations of intelledtual fenfibility. 

3. With refpect to the remaining qualification 
required by the Roman poet, from whofe judge- 
ment on this fubjeft, as a preceptor and pra6H- 
tioner of equal excellence, lies no appeal, the 
05 magna fonaturum^ or " a vigour and magnifi- 
cence of fonorous phrafe ;'' — from the Temple of 
FamCy the Effay on MaUy and the Imitations of the 
Epiftles in the fecond book of Horace, (not to 
inftance in any of the works al lodged under the 
former heads) fpccimens of poetry, as noble and 
as numerous, for the grand embelliflimcnt of gor- 
geous phrafeology, and the glowing emblazonry 
of fplendid metaphor, may be felecied, as from 

a 4 Virgil 
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Firgil himMff and, perhaps, from MsJtoHi poeW, 
pre-eminent, beyond all controverfy; for bril- 
liancy and pomp of diction. 

But, as in mathematical inveftigations, to ar- 
rive at truth by different and independent pro- 
ceffes, not only produces an agreable impreffion, 
from unexpefted concert, on the mind, but gives 
powerful corroboration to the propofition fo af- 
certained ; let us now apply the poetry of Pope 
to the touchftone of excellence, propofed by 
LoHginuSy in his Five Sources of the Sublime in 
Compofition, 

1 . To TTE^i ra^ v<m<rsi^ a3j?69r)»ffoXoy • " Boldnefs of Con- 

'• ception, Enterprife of Sentiment," or " adven- 
" trous Imagination." This fource nearly cor- 
refponds with the Jirjl qualification, or the inge- 
nmmy of Horace : and the entire machinery of 
the Sylphs, with all the concomitant defcrip- 
tions of thefe aerial exiftences, in the Rape of the 
Locky to feek no further exemplification of the 
point before us, difplays a boldnefs and felicity of 
Fancy to which nothing fuperiour can be pro* 
duced from the colleftive monuments of huniaa 
wit. 

2. To <r(poipQy nai iv^(ria<TTi)tov 5ra5@- *^ A vehement 

*^ and enthufiaftic fenfibility." This fource of 

the 
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the fublime moft nearly coincides with the fe- 
€(md requifitej the nrens divimor, of the' Romaa 
poet : and, if I am competent to pronounce an 
opinion on this fubjeft, more confummate exhi- 
bitions of this energetic feeling muft not be ex- 
pcfted from the powers of mortality, than are 
found in the whole of our poet's Eloifa, the con- 
clufionof/>4^ Temple of Fame, from ver. 146. to 
ver. 169. of the third EJfay dn Man., the conclu- 
' fion of his Prologue to the Satires,^ and from ver. 46 
to ver. 55. of the Epijile to Mr. Jervas-, for I 
mean to fpecify fuperlative excellence alone. 

3. *H voMTiAn ffxnf^raiy 7r>a(nr " A certain COn- 
*' formation of figures ;" by which the rhetori- 
cian means only, thofe converfions of conftruc- 
tion from the confecutive precifenefs of gram- 
mar rules, and thofe varieties of compofition, 
whether they relate to the thoughts or language, 
which prevent a ftagnant and infipid uniformity 
of charafter. Now, of all the poetical produc- 
tions within my knowledge, none are fo happily 
diverfified with thefe fallies of technical vivacity 
as the fatiric dialogues of Pope, and various 
paffages in the Dunciad. But perfpicuity may 
feem to require a particular illuftration of this 
fubjeft by examples. Take one from his Pro- 
logue to the Satires, ver. 121. 

Say for my comfort, langmjhhg in bed, 
" Juft fo immortal Maro held his head !'* 

Here 
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Here the participle languijhing is referable to 
no fpecific fubftantive, but refpects the perfonal 
pronoun included in the adjunfl: my. This form 
of conftrudlion is very frequent in the antient 
poets, and is illuftrated in vc\y note on the Tra- 
ckinia of Sophocles^ ver. 260. and hereafter on 
Lucretius, i. 347. 

Sometimes indeed, a defire of brevity, and that 
condenfation of thought, charafteriftic of Pope, 
led him to vacuities of conftruftion, fcarcely 
venial, nor vindicable by any legitimate fpeci- 
mens of ellipfes in approved authors. To pafs 
over various inftances in his EJfay on Man^ and 
his Moral EpiJfleSj I fliall adduce one example 
from the fame Prologue to the Satires ^ ver, 354. 

Abufe on all he Jov'd, or lov^d hirriy fpread 1^ 
A friend in e^ile, or a father dead. 

To the former example, the following paflage 
of Salluft furpilhes an exaft parallel : Jugurth. 
85. 28. edit. Cort. Vejlra confilia accufantur, 
qui mihi fummum laborem et maxumum nego- 
tium impoftiijiis. 

Again : Imitations of Horace, Epift. ii. 1.386. 

'The htro ff'lUiam^ and the mortyr Charles^ 

0/ic knighted Bhu.kmorc5 and o?/<: penfion'J Quarlcs. 



As 
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As Virgil, for example, jEn. xii. i6i. 
l^pterea reges^ ingenti mole Latinus 



Quadrijugo vehitur Curru ; 



bigis // Turnus in albis- 



For another fpecimen I (hall content myfelf 
with referring the reader to my note on verfe 
259 of the Prorogue to the Satires y to avoid too 
much prolixity on a fubjeft without limits, and 
in the opinion of fome, perhaps, of but infer 
riour importance. 

4. 'H ytwaia (ppa&ir " A generous charafter of 
** diction :" that is a ftyle, not only purged from 
all vulgarity of exprefGon, but enriched by an 
accefTion of metaphorical embellifhment. But 
in this liberality of phrafeology, this graceful 
urbanity of language, this chaftifed and orna- 
mental form of writing, remote from mearjnefs, 
and rufticity, and taftelefs affeftation, no poet, 
equally voluminous, can rival the bard of Twick- 
enham, Virgil alone excepted. 

5. *H £V a^iufAari Kcti iiapcTBi a-uvOea-ig* *^ A dignified 
** and elevated compofition •/' which feems to 
differ from the former fource rather in degree 
than kind', and to comprehend all that pomp of 
decoration, fupcradded to a faultlefs and po- 
lifhed phrafeology, which energetic and fplendid 

diclion. 
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diftion, glowing metaphors, aijd- vivid imager/, 
can contribute, as a fumptuous robe, to envelop 
and dignify the thoughts. For appofite exam- 
ples of this excelknce, let me refer to the. Mef- 
Jiaky ven 37 — 49. 66 — 85. 90 — 105. Wind/or 
Forejiy ver. 38^-^421. EJfa;^ on Cnticijm^ ver. 696 
—^709. Eloifay ver. 128-2-149. 154 — 171.206-— 
223.. 248—277. 289 — 343. EJfay on Man^ i. 
Ver, I— 17. X30— 1.41. 192 — 205. iv. ver. 280— 
309. Prologue to the Satires^ ver. 337 — 358. 391 
—404. Epilogue to the Satires^ Dial, ii, ver. 211 
— 248. Diiuciady iv, ver. i — 45. 628 to the end. 

Eut in the following obfcrvations on Pope I 
muft previoufly advertife the reader what I have 
propofed to attain, that he may not raife his, ex- 
pectations too high, and from difappointment 
cenfure me for the abfence of what conftituted 
no part of my intention. My fole aim and defire 
has been to illuftrate Pope, as an elegant Englilh 
elaffic, by opening the fources of his imitation, 
by noticing his beauties of fentiment and ex- 
preffion, and occafionally his improprieties in 
both 3 but in thcfe latter fpecifications I have 
been abundantly more concife, than I dcfign- ■ 
ed, had the charge of publifliing his works de- 
volved on me. With the general plan and 
condufl: of his poems, where fo nmch fcope is 
left for the fportive conjc6tures of imagination, 

and 
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and wher* the rules themfelvfes, by which fuch 
^riticiCms are adjqfted, are often the tncte whira- 
iical pofitions of arbitrary critics, wilhout.any 
foundation in Truth and Nature, and in which 
refpetl Warburton has analyfed Pope, whether 
conformably to the original conceptions of the 
poet or no, with a fagacity yet unrivalled, and 
abundantly beyond my powers ; with this de- 
partment of the critic, I fay, I have not pre- 
fumed'to interfere. If the predominant ^fFcSt 
of a poeai, without grofs incongruities and pal- 
pable want of artifice in it*s conftruSipn, be im- 
preflTiye, and enchain the foul with a continuity 
of ftrength and elegance; all enquiry into the 
particular adjuftment of the parts, and it*s ge-. 
neral conftitution, may feem but a yjfionary and 
prepofterous occupation. Had Homer made 
a very diiFerent diftribution of events in his 
poems, the complaifant dexterity of criticifni 
would foon have proved it the very beft that 
human ingenuity could devife. 

In conclufion. Gratitude and Juftice call upon 
me to acknowledge my obligatiotis to the conti- 
nued friendfliip of Dr. tViUlam Bennety Biihop of 
Cloyne, for fome communications refpdSiilg the 
concealed* chara&ers of the Moral and Satiric 
Poems: to George Steevens, E(q. for a Variety 
of pertinent paflages, which his 'multifarious 
reading, \fer beyond my cxcurfions, enabled 

him 
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him to fupply : thefe, and fome fimilar contri- 
butions from Mr. Holt WhitCy of the Temple, 
are confined to the compafs of my former yo- 
lume. 

Hackney, 

December 20th, 1795* 



Some verfes of my friend Mr. tV. ToulmiHy 
bantering a miftake, committed by me at 
page 326 of my former volume, will form 
an asrreable termination of this Preface : 



*o' 



By a Per/on of no Quality ^ on reading Mr. Wakefield* s 
CriticifmSy on Pope's Songy 

" Fluttering fpread thy purple piiiions." 

I. 

Watchful Wakefield late and early 
Slumbering o'er the page of Pope ! 

Wit Has catch'd her Critic, fairly 
Twitting fand into a rope. 

IL 
Ovid fings of purple Cupid, 

Pope ftill haunts the Roman fprings ! 
Clailic light breaks on the ftupid, 

Milton too has " purple wings." 

III. Gentle 
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III. 

Gentle Scholiaft, tell me truely, 

•When you rip the woof of rhime. 
Don't your candle oft burn bluely ? 

Winking eyes muft yield to time ! ' 

IV, 

Learned Johnfon, darkly peeping, 

Found out truth in Lauder's well ; 
Him brave Douglas, filent creeping, 

Smote, and fent his foul to hell. 

V 

Luna now, like Mofes horned, 

Marches mid her filver lights ; 
Faithful love, too frequent fcornedi 

In the valley's gloom delights. 

VL 

Thus when Pallas' bird fits moping. 

Opes ^nd flints her filmy eyes. 
Bacchanalians frantic, toping. 

Sacred myft'ries folemnize. 

VII. 

May the^ Mufes' purple pinions. 

Fanning, cool the Critic's head, 
Foremoft found among their minions^ 

Lit by Cupid's torch tombed. 
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ON THE PASTORALS* 



Vyp the itterit of thefe pbems t cart fcarcely deem ihy- 
fclf an impartial judge. The Pajiorals of Pope were 
among the very firft writings that engaged the notice of 
my infancy : and, if the reader will excufe this circuni- 
ftance of egotifm, I read them with facility, with perfe- 
verance, and delight, at ah earlier period than any one, 
whom I have ever known or heard of. They have left 
upon my mind the fading traces of a tranfport inexprefli - 
ble. Still difenchanted after a lapfe of fo many years, I 
feel like Agamemnon in the poet, juft waking from the 
dream of Jove ; 

"Eypero J* cf vTrvHy ^sm h ptAV afipex^r^ Of*^^ - 
In Fancy's eye ftill fcenes of rapture fliine | 
Still vibrates on her ear the voice divine. 

PASTORAL I. 

Ven I. Firft in thefe fields I try the fylvan ftrains, 

Nor biuili to fport on Windfor's blifsful plains. 

Our poet feems to have confulted Dryden^s verfion of 
the place imitated here, Virg. EcL vi. I. 
///y? transferred to Rome Skilhn Jirains : 
Nor blujh'd the Doric Mufc to dwell on Mantuan 
fla'tn%. 

B Rofcommon 
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Rofcommon alfo, a tcrfe; judicious, unafFcftcd, and moral 
writer, juftly efteemed and celebrated by Pope, may be 
agreably compared on this occafion : 

Ifirji of Romans ftoop'dto rural Jfrainsy 
Nor blujh*d to dwell among Sicilian fwains. 

Ver. 5. Let vernal airs through trembling oGers play. 

A beautiful paffage of this kind occurs in Paradife Re- 
gained, ii. 26. 

Then on the bank of Jordan, by a creek. 

Where winds wilh reeds and ofiersvrtiS^Wv^gplay^^ 

Ver, 7. ' ' ■ too good for pow'r. 

A paflage in Lucan^ viii. 493. is very appoGte to this 

fentiment : 

exeat aula. 

Qui vult effe pius. Virtus ct fumma potcftas 
Non coeunt. 

He, who would fpotlefs live, from courts muft go : 
No union power fupreme and virtue know. 

Ver, 16. And all th' aerial audience clap their wings. 

Prior's Solomon. 

And clapf'd their w/w^j, recording what we faid. S, 

Ver. 23. Hear how the birds, on every bloomy fpray, 
With joyous mufic wake the dawning day ! 

Surrjf in his SonYiet on Spring : 

Somer is come, for every ff ray now fpringes. 
AfiltoHy Paradife Regained, iv. 437. in mofl delicate flrains 
of the Doric Mufe : 

; 1.- — I the birds — 

Clear'd up their choiccft notes in bufli and^ra^. 

To gratufate the fwect return of morn. 

And 
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And in bis firQ: foonct^ ivhkh Pope certainly had in view : 
O I NighitrtgaUf that on yon bloomy fpraif 
fVarblefi at eve ! 
Some lines in Broome* s Paraphrafe of Job xxxix. on a 
congenial fubjeS, will be acceptable to the reader, who 
delights in the fragrance of thefe bloflbms of the Mufcs: 
By thy command does fair Aurora rife, 
And gild with purple beams the blufhing fkies ? 
The warUing krk falutes her chearf ul rayj 
And welcomes with his fong the riling day. 

Ver. IJ. Why fit we mute, when early linriets fing; 
When warbling Philomel falutes the fpring ? 

He is indebted here to lVaIler*s Chloris and Hylas ; a 
pafiage, pointed out alfo by Mr; White t 

Hylas, oh Hylas ! why Jit we mute, 

Now that each bird faluteth the fpring f 

Ver. 31. This verfc ftoad tJiiis in the firfl: edition : 

Here on gjreen batiks the blu/hing vilets glow. 

Ver. 34. Here Weftetn winds on bl-eathing rofes blow. 

Pope rarely mentions flowea without being guilty of 
feme miftake as to the feafons they Idow in^ Who ever 
faw rofesi crecufjes^ and t>iolets in bloom at the fame time ? 
In the Dunciad, he calls the carnation^ which never ex- 
hibits its bloflbms before the end of July^ " The daughter 
" of the Spring.^* And this verfe refembles Shakfpeare's 
Twelfth Night : 

• ' like the fweet South 

That breathes upon a bank of violets. S. 

Ver. 35. — — ■ ■ - where wanton ivy twines^ 

And fwelling cluftefs bend the curling vines. 

B2 PryJe^u 
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Dryderij in his State of Innocence, A£t lii. Scene t. 
And creeping 'twixt 'em all, the mantling vine 
Docs round their trunks her purple clufi&s twine* 

Ver. 37- Four figures rifing from the work appear. 
So Drydcn^ -ffin. viii. 830. 
. And Roman triumphs fifing on the gold. 

Ver. j;;. The fprightly Sylvia trips along the green ; 
She runs, but hopes fhe docs not run unfeen \ 
While a kind glance at her purfuer flies. 

He probably confulted Creech^ tranflation of the original 

pafFage in Virgil : 

, Sly Galatea drives me o'er the greerij 

And apples throws, then hides, yet would he fecn. 

But fome lines in Dryden's Don Sebaftian, pointed out 

by Mr. Steevens^ were certainly prefent to our poet's re- 

colleftion : 

A brifk Arabian girl came tripping byt 
Faffing, fhe C2(ft at him a {i^tXong glance^ 
And looked behind, in hopes to be purfued. 

Ver. 62. And trees weep amber on the banks of Po* 

This fweet line is indebted, perhaps, to Miltgn^ Par. 

Loft, iv. 248. 

Groves, whofe rich trees wept oiorou^ gums and balm. 

Thus Hopkins in his Hiftory of Love : 

With precious gums diftill'd from weeping trees. 

The clairical reader will thank me for producing fome 

elegant verfes of Marius Fi^lor^ an author but little 

known, from his deCcription of Paradife : 

quod Medus redolet, vel crine foluto 

Fragrat Achxmenius, quod moUi dives amomo 
Ailyiius, mciri^que rubens Mareotica nardo, 

6 Quod 
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Quod Tartefliaci frutices, quod virga Sabxi, 
Quodque Palseftinus Izcero^et vulnere ramus. 

Ver. 67. If Windfor-fhades drjight the matchlefs maid, 
Cyxithus and Hybla yield to Windfor-iliade. 

It IS furprifing, that correfpondence, which would have 
been attended by a much more elegant cpnftruftion, 
fliould not have led him to write Windfor^/^^^d? in the 
former verfe alfo. But I find no variation in any of the 
editions. Perhaps, the fimilar found in the fame line 
might deter him. 

Ver. 73. All nature laughs; the groves are fre(h and 
fair. 

It flood in the firfl edition, and, I think, as well ; 

All nature laughs ; the groves frefh honours wear. 
It is probable, that our author had in view fome lines of 
true Doric, delicacy and .mofl unaffefted tendernefs in 
Dryden^s State of Innocence, Aft. v. Scene i. where 
Adam thus addrefTes Eve : - . r 
"What joy, without your fight, has earth in flore ? 
While you were abfent, Eden was no more. 
Winds murmur'd through the leaves your long de- 
lay, 
And fountains o'er the pebbles chid your flay. 
^But, with your prcfencfe .'cheer'd, they ceafe to 

mourn. 
And walks wear freflier green at your return. 

Ver. 75. If Sylvia fmiles, new glories gild the fliore, 

And vanquifli'd Nature feems to charm no more. 

This, In my opinion, is as fine a couplet of it*s kind as 
ever was written. : . . 

Ver. 75. I prefer much the reading of the firfl edition : 
B 3 But 



6 , OBSERVATIONS 

But Delia always : forced from Delia^s fight.— 

Ver. 84. But, blefs*d with her, 'tis fpring throughout year. 

Dryden^ in his King Arthur, A£i; iii. Scene ;. 
But, when Glorinda comes in fight, 
She makes the fummer's day more bright, 
And, when fhe goes away, 'tis night. , 

Waller^ in his battle of the Summer Iflands, Canto 1, 
For the kind Springs which but falutes us here^ 
Inhabits there, and courts them all the year. 

PASTOTtAL 11. 

Ver, 4. And verdant alders formed a quiv'ring fliade. 

Titiis Andronicus : 

The green leaves quiver with the cooling wind. S, 

Ver. 6. The flocks around a dumb compaffipn ihoiv. 

Milton's^- Comus : 

That dumb things (hall be mpv'd to fympathije. S. 

Ver. 15. nor to the deaf I fing; 

The woods mall aofwer, and their echo ring, 

Much like OgUbys tranflation of the verfe in Virgil : 
'i^ox to the deaf Ao'Tft om n\irrA>txs Jing^ 
Since woods in anfwering us with echoes ring* 

And Rofcommon^s : 
Thee only. Varus, our glad fwains ihall fing 5 
And every grove, and every echo, ring. 

Ver. 23. Where flray ye, Mufes, in what lawn or grove, 
While your Alexis pines in hppelefs love ? 

Here alfo it is probable he confulted Ogilbfs tranflation : 
Say, Naiades, where were you, in what grove, 
Qr lawn, when Callus fell by ill-match*d love ? 

A$ 
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As Lauderdale had done before htm : 
Say, facred Nympli8> Ih what clofc copie or grove, 
Were you, when Gallus was undone by love ? 

Vcr. 25. In thofe fair fields where facred liGs glides, 

Ox elfe wKere Cam his winding vaks divides) 

He certainly (hould have written, 

Or clfe where winding Cam bis vales divides : 
and this change of the casfara would have added a Hngf r- 
ing ftatelinefs to. the verfe, highly iiiitable to jthe fubje£l. 
Qr, as elfe 13 ibujt an inefficient word, better, perhaps^ thus : 

Or where ^ow- winding Cam his vales divides.. 
But our poet was led into this ftrufture of his verfe by 
a couplet in Addifon*s Caifipalgn : 

Or where the Seine her ^o^^xy fields divides^ 

Or where the Loire through, winding vineyards 
glides. 

Vcr. 29. Btit fince thofe graces pleafe thy eyes no more. 
The found of thy eyes is^ peculiarly harfh and difagre- 
abic : it fliould always be written, I think^ thine eyes, on 
this account. I prefer, therefore, the reading of th^ 
firft edition : 

But (ince thofe graces pleafe thyjight no more." 

Ver. 45. Oh ! were I made, by fome transforming pow'r, 
The captive bird that fings within thy bow'r ' 
Romeo & Juliet : 

I would I were thy bird. S. 
A fimilar wifli occurs in Ovid^ Met. viii. 51. 

O ! ego ter felix, fi pennis lapf^a per auras 
^ GnoflSaci pofjim caftris infiftere regis. 

Oh ! had I wing§ to glide along th^ air ! 

To his dear tf nt I'd fly, and fettle there- ■ Craxall. 
B4 Vcr. 65. 
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Vcr. 65. When weary reapers quit the fultry field. 

This is formed from Virgtiy Eel. ii. 10. 
■ rapido fcffis meflbribus xftu ; 
the reaper 5y tir'd with fultry heats. Ogilby^ 



Vcr. 69, Here bees from bloflbms fip the rofy dew, 

JMiltoriy in his Penferofo : 

And eyery herb, that^^j the dew^ 

Ver. 71. Stood thus in the firft edition : 

Some God condu^ you to thefs blifsful feats : 
which he doubtlefs, afterwards^ thought of too heathentfh 
^n afped. 

Ver. 80; And winds Ihall waft it to the pow'rs above. 

Tate's King Lear : 

winds catch the fiound. 

And waft it on your rofy wings to heaven* S. 

Ver. 83. The moving mountains hear the powerful call. 
And headlpng flreams hang lifl'ning in their fall. 

The feeds of this beauty he found in Virgil^ Eel. viii. 4. 

Et mutata fuos requierunt flumina curfus. 

The rivers Hood on heaps, and ftopp'd the runnisg 
flood- Dry den. 

Hence Congreve^ in the Tears of Amaryllis : 

And rapid rivers liflen^d at their fourcc. 
And Andrew Marvel : 

Hark how mufic then prepares 

For thy flay thefe charming airs ; 

Which the polling winds recall, 

Andfufpend the river^s fall. 
But no man has exceeded Milton on this topic> Comus, 
ver. 494. 

•Tbyrfis ? whofe artful drains have oft delayed 

The 
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The httddHng brook to hear his madrigal. 
And fweeten'd every muikrofe of the dale : 
who probably had in view Lucan^ vi. 473. as well as 

Virgil: 

de rupe pependit 

Abfcifsa fix us torrens; amnisque cucurrit 

Non qua pronus erat. 

Screams have run back at murmurs of her tongue. 

And torrents from the rock fufpended hung. Rowe^ 

For this paflage of Z,ucan I am indebted to Mr* 

Steevens. 

PASTORAL III. 
Vcr. 4. And Delia's name and Doris filled the grove; 

as Virgil^ Geo.^ iv. 515. 

— ^-.miferis late loca queftibus impitK 

And with fad paffion^//j the neighb'ririg*/^^/w. 

LauderdaU^*' 

Again in his Windfor Foreft, ver- 298. 
Fair Geraldine, bright objeft of his vow, 
Then filled the grove Sy as heavenly Mira how. • 

From i>ry^(?«*i vcrfion of Virgil, Eel. i. 5. 

While ftretfh'd ateafe, you fing your happy /(w;^j, 
Ajjd Amaryllis fills th^ ihady groves. 

Ver. 9. There is a tendernefs and fimplicity in his 
original exhibition of this paflage, which pleafes me be- 
yond the prefent modification of it : '. 

Whofe fenfe inftrudls us, and whofe humour charms, 
Whofe judgment fways us, and whofe rapture 
warms ! * * 

' Attend the Mufe, tho* low her numbers be ; 
She fings of fricndfhip, and (he fings to thee. 
Thp . word rapture as fignificative of infpired phrenzy, 
. or 
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or poetical enthufiafni). is incofs^parablf more appropriate 
th^LTifpirity whith will fufficicndy appear by Butler^ s rc- 
prefeBtation of the widow* s influence on Hudihrms : 

And, if imprifon'd air efcapt her, 

It pufF'd him with poetic rapture. 
And in the firft edition the nan^e of Thyrjisj the friindy 
appeared in the place of Delia the mijirefs* 

Ver, 15. When tuneful Hylas, with melodious moan, 

Taught rocks to weep, and made the mountains. 

* ■ groan. 

Ogilby has excellently rendered the paflage* in Virgil, 
which was the objeft of our poet's imitation : 
Arid there in thefe cmpolifli'd lines, alone, 
To woods, in vain, and mountains made his monc. 
But Pope had fVaUer*% Thyrfis and Galacea in his me- 
mory : 

# .Made the wide country echo to your moan ; 

The liftening trees and favage mountains groan : 
or C<irew*s poem to my Lord Admiral 5 which is exaftly 
fimilar : . 

Eurydice, for whom his numerous moan 

M^kcs rtfi*Hing trees and favage mountains groan* 
And on this occafion I will ftop to exemplify from ihis 
elegant poet a word in Macbeth^ not paralleled eyen -by 
the moft learned annotator on the paflage, to whom thi$ 
work and it's author is bound by many obligations : 

No : this my hand will rather 

The multitudinous feas incarnadine, 
Obfequies to the Lady Anne Hay : 

One {hall cnfphere thine eyes » another (hall 

Impearl thy teeth -, a third, thy white and fmall 

Han* 
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Hand'fliall be&ow $ a fburth^ incnrkaSne - 
Thy rofy cheek. 

Ver. 30. Say, is not abfence death to thofe who lovfc > 

This whole paffage is imitated from Sir Philip Sydney $ 
Arcadia, Book iii. p. 712. 8vo. edition : 

Earth, bxooVyfow^ysy pipe, lamb, dove, 
Say all, and I with them, 

Abjerice is deathy or worfe, to them that love. 

Ver. 37. Let op'ningrofes knotted oaks adprii, 

And liquid amber drop from every thorn. 

Bowles, in his tranflation of Theocritus^ Idyll, v. aCEftcd 
our bard : 

On brambles now let violets be born^ 

And opening rofeshlnih on every tharn* 
Ogilby^ line at the original paffage in Virgil, is very 
pleafing afnd melodious : 

And pureft amber flow from every tree. 
And in anfwer to the objedtion of my former note to an 
cxpreffion of D ry den* s^^ it is fuggefted by Mr. Steevens 
ihzt fat in Drydcrh time was a common epithet to amber* 
5o in Congreve's Old Bachelor, A£t iv. Scene 8. ^^ K fat 
(imber necklace. 

Ver. 43. Not bubbling fountains to the thirdy fwain, 
Not balmy Heep to lab*rers faint with pain, 
Not lhow*rs to larks, or fun-fliine to the bee, 
Are half fo charming as thy fight to me. 

With thefe poliflied lines a paflage in Drummond^^ 
Wandering Mufes (pointed out alfo by Mr. Steevins) 
may be very -agreably compared : 
To virgins, flow'rs 5 to fun-burnt earth, the rain } - 
To mariners, fair winds, amidft the main j^ 

Ciool 
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Nor wlnBtngJlreami that through the valltes glid^ 

Dryden 

Ver. 20, And with frefh bays her rural (hrine adorn. 

Rowe*^ Ambitious Step-Mottcr : 

And with frejh rojes flrew thy virgin urn. S, 

Vcr. 22. Let Nymphs and Sylvans cyprcfs garlands bHng ? 
Ye weeping Loves, thcflream with' myrtles hide* 

Our poet unfortunately followed DryderCs turn of thcf 
original phraXe in Virgil : 

With cyprefs boughs the cryftal fountains hide. 
Lauderdale is much more judicious : 

Ye fwains, fpread all the ground with facrcd flow'rs^ 
And o'er your fountains raife fweet fliady bow'rs. 

Ver. 27. Let Natirre change, let Heav'n and Earth deplore 1 
Fair Daphne's dead, and Love is now nomorc. 

This is imitated from the anonymous author of the 
Paftoral Eclogue, on the death of the fame lady> Mr%^ 
Tempejiy in jDr^^^^n's Mifcellanies, v. p. 323. 

Now, (hepherds ! now lament, and now deplore ! 

Delia is deady and beauty is no more : 
and from 'Sedle/s Elegy on the fame fubjeft : 

Nature herfelf laments thy early death. 

Ver. 31. Now hung with pearls the dropping trees appear* 

Midfuramer's Night's dream : . 

And hang a pearl in every cowflip's car. S. 
And I have prefumed in my edition of thefc poems, that 
out author originally wrote drooping tr^es ; nor can I 
doubt the juftice of this corrcfiion. . TKttS in his Spring, 
ver. 70. a fimllar paffiige : 

All nature mourns : the ikies relent in (how'rs ; 

Hufh'd are the birds, and clos'd the drooping flow*rs* 

Mllun, 
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Aftltorty in Par. Reg, ir. +34. leaTCS the fdutroii doubt- 
ful: 

And now the fun with more efie£lual beams 

Had chear'd the face of earth, and dry'd the wet 

From drooping plants or dropping tree : 
but in his Samf. Agon. ver. 72 7, countenances my con- 
jecture : . 

^ . Init DOW, with head deeUndf 

Like a im flowW fur char g^ d with dew, (he weeps. 
The fame typographical error appears in the iirlt edition 
of the Iliad, xix. 166. 

Shrunk with dry famine, and with toils declin*d,. 

The dropping body will defert the mind ; 
very properly altered to drooping in the fubfcquent im- 
preflions. 

Ver. 38, The thirfty heifers fb'un the gliding flood. 

The change of conftruftion in the firft edition makes 
the verfe pore agreable, than the prefent uniformity, to 
my tafte : 

Nor thirfty heifers y^^t the gliding flood. 

Ver. 39. The filver fwans Kcr haplefs fate bemoan, 

In notes more fad than when they fing their own. 

The hint of this turn was derived from a verfe in 
Philips's Paftorals, where the circumftances of the cafe 
render it jidiculous : 

Ye brighter maids, faint emblems of my fair. 
With looks caft down, and'with difheverd hair. 
In bitter anguifli beat your breads, and moan 
Her death untimely as it were your own. 
The ftridJures of Martinus Scriblerus occafioncd a cor«- 
rcftion of the paflage in future editions. ^ 

8 Yer.'4i. 
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Ver. 41. In hollovtr caves fweet Echo fiknt lies^ 
Romeo and Juliet : 

— the cave where Echo lies. S, 

This couplet was thus originally varied : 

Echo no more the rural fong rebounds ; 

Her name alone the mournful Echo founds; 

Ver. 49. The balmy Zephyrs, filent fince her death. 
Lament the ceafing of a fwceter breath. 

In a drain not unlike Carew^ in the Comparifon : 
And when thou breath'ft, the winds are ready ftraight 
To filch it from thee ; and do therefore wait 
Clofe at thy lips ; and, fnatching it from thence, 
Bear it to heaven, where 'tis Jove's frankincenfe. 

But our poet had Sedley^ I prefume, before him, in the 

poem on the fame fubjedl, quoted above : 
Here fportive Zephyrs ceafe their felfiffa play, 
Defpairing now to fetch perfumes away. 

And a few lines before : 

No fragrant odours now the fmell conveys : . 
Behind thy rofie breath, what fweetnefs ftays ? 

Ver. 55. Thus originally : 

No more the nightingales repeat her lays. 

Ver. 58. A fweeter mu'fic than their own to hear. 

SeJleyy as above : 
And fofteft mufic with thy voice did flee. 

Ver. 65. The filver flood, fo lately calm, appears 

Sweird with new pailion, and overflows with 
tears. 

Sedky^ in his Paftoral Dialogue : 

Sweird with thy tears^ why does the neighbouring braok 
Bear to the ocean, what (lie never took ? 

And 
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And Duke^ in his vcrfion of Virgil's fifth eclogue : 
Witnefs, you floods, fwoUn with their weeping eyes. 

So too Fentorij in his Paftoral on the Marquis of Bland^ 

/?r^fs death:' 

And^ fw9ln 'u>ith tears, to floods the rlv'lets rife. 

There is, however, to my tafte, an extravagant puerility 

in the thought. 

Ver. ^2. Fields everfttih^ and groves /^r ever green. 

The ftruAnre of both claufes fhould have teen uniform* 
Thus? 
Fields ever frefli, trnd/ofiage etrer greeiii 

Ver. 89. Adieu, ye vales, y,e mouDtains, fireams, fud 
groves ; 
Adieu^ ye fliephcrds' rural lays^ and loves ; 
Adieu, my fldcks ; farewell, ye fylvaii crew } 
Daphnfe,' farewell; and all the world adieu ! 

There is a pretty paflage, refembling this iu Waljb*-^ 

third eclogue : . 
Adieu, jejlocks, no more (hall I purfue ! 
Adieu, ye groves ; a long, a long adieu ! 
And yoii, coy nymph^ who all my vows difdaitl^ 
Take this laft prefent from a dying fwain. 

And Hopkins, whom our poet has imitated more that! 

once, has a pafl'^ge of the fame kind at the end of hia 

Hiftory of Love, which will gratify the reader : 
Farewell, ye charming chorifters, that dwell 
In facred groves ; ye warbling birds, farewelL 
Adieu, ye nymphs, adieu, ye fellow fwainsj 
Ye filver ftreams, fweet fwans, and flow'ry plains* 
Farewell, all happy days, and fmiling hoursj 
Refrefliing valleys, and delightful bow'rs i 
Adieu to ev*ry grotto, ev*ry grove^ 
Adieu to poetry, adieu to love I 

C THE 
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VER, J. ■ O thou my voice infpirc, 

Who /fl»f>5VIfaiah's hallow'd lips with fire ! 

I meet with a fimilar impropriety in a very beautiful fong 
by Mrs. Barbauld: 
Come here, fond youth ! whoe'er thou be. 
That boajis to love as well as me. 
In truth, the proper orthography, in thefe and all fuch 
inftances, is much too harfh for poetry, and £hould there- 
fore be avoided altogether, either by the choice of a dif- 
ferent word, or a change of con(tru£bion. To efcape a 
much more trivial harOinefs of this kind, but with need- 
lefs and faulty caution, our poet originally gave ver. 
220. of his Windfor-Foreft, as follows : 

Thou toQ, great father of the Britifli floods. 
With joyful ^nitfurvey our lofty woods. . 
Milton had already made the fame allufion to Efalah^ vi. 
7. at the clofe of his Hymn on the Nativity : 
And join thy voice unto the angel quire, 
From put his facred altar touched with hallowed fire, 
Cowley alfo, David, i. 25. admits comparifon : 
Ev'n thou my breaft with fuch blefl rage infpire. 
As mov*d the tuneful ftrings of David's lyre. 
But a noble paflage in Milton s Reafon of Church-Go- 
vernment is dill more appofite ; " By devout prayer to 

«* that 
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" that Eternal Spirit, who can enrich with all utterance 
*< and knowledge, and fends out his Seraphim, with the 
**. hallowed fire of his altar, to touch and purify the lips 
** of whom he pleafes." 

Ver. 14. And in foft filence ftied the kindly IhowV. 

Dryden^s Don Sebaftian :' 
But yied from Nature like a kindly Jhovjir. S. 

Ver. 21* . ■■■ ' rife, th*^ expe^ed morn: 

imitated from a charming verfe of Virgil^ Eel. viii. 1.7. 
NafcerCy prssque diem veniens^ age, Lucifer ! almum t 
Rife, ftar of morning I and lead on the day. 

Ver. 22. Oh fpring to light, aufpicipus babe ! be born. 

This feems a palpable imitation of Callimacbusy but 
where our poet fell upon it, I cannot difcover : Hymn. 
Del. 114. 

Ver. 24. With all the incenfe of the breathing fpritig. 

Hence, perhaps, Gray ; as Mr. Sieevens alfo obferved : 
The breezy call of incenfe- breathing morn. 

Drayton^ very beautifully. Idea 53. 

Where fweet myrr he- breathing Zephir in the fpring 
Gently diftils his neSar-dropping (howerS. 

Fair/ax's Taflb, iv. 75. 
When the fair morn firft bluiheth from her cell. 
And breatheth balm from opened Faradife. 

And Samfon Agoniftes, ver. 10. 
The breath of heav'n frcfli blowing, pure and fweet, 
With day-fpring bbrn. 

Ver. 36, Be fmooth, ye rocks ! ye rapid floods ! give way, 
Cz There 
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There ^rc two iinc Tcrfes in the fame ftrftin in Tfit^$ 
verfion of Ovid'is Cpiflilesi Hisro to Leander : 
Be bufli'd> ye wisbds ! ye yag^ng billows 1 fleQp» 
And yield my love fafe pafTage through die do^p. 
But our |)oet feems to have had in his eye Cromweirs 
tranfiation of the pafTage from Ovid quoted in my note^ 
p. 122. of his own Mifcellany : 
Then, as you pafs, let mountains homage pay^ 
And ^8tu/ their t«>w'ring icads to fmootb your way. 

Yer* 39. He irom thick jfi^lnis fliall purge the vifual ray^ 

Thus Milton, Par. Loft, iii. 620. 

— — ■ — — — and -th* air, 

No where fo clear, Aifti^pen'd his vifual nay 

To 6b]e£ks diftant far : 
and in his Samfon Agoniftesj yer. 162. 

For inward light alas ! 

Puts forth no vifual beam. 

Ver. 42. And bid new nvpfic charm th' unfolding car. 
The epithet unfolding is extremely happy, and phyfically 
appropriate. A line in Sandys* Chrift's PafSon, A£k iii. 
may be put into competition with the verfe before us in 
this refped : 

Shut up the winding. entry of thine ear. 

Ver. 46. From ev'ry face he wipes off evVy tear. 
Milton had before fanftified EngliQi poetry with the 
paflage from Efaiah and the Afocalypfe, in his Lycidas, 
ver. i8ir 

And wipe the tears for ever from his eyes. 

Ver. 48. And hell's grim tyrant feel th* eternal wound. 

JEternumqat daret matri fub peflore *uoinus : 
Jjicretius, ii, 638. and Cowley, David, i. 15. 

* Whilft 
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Whilft heWs black tyrant trembled to behol d 
The glorious light he forfeited of old. 

Vcr, 58. Nor ardent warriors meet with hateful eyes. 

King Henry IV, Part i. Scene i. 

— thofe opppfed eyes* S» 

where I can perceive no occafion trf apdogy for the 
writer. What is more common in poetry, than a fubfti- 
tution of a part of a man for the man himfelf ? See td 
this purpofe my note on Soph. Tf^lasL 52*. and here- 
after on Lucret. t. 24. 

Ver. 60. The brazen trumpets kindle rage no more» 

Mr. Steevens aptly quotes Firgrly Mn. ri. 
^re ciere viros : 
With breathing bra/s to kindU fierce alarms. Drydetu 

Ver. 66. And the fame hand, that fow'd, (hall reap the 
field. 

So Callimachusy Hyn>n. Cer. fin. 

^tfCe Kcu etpavavy iV, 0$ apo(r£, kziv®- ofia^ : 

And fofter peaces that he, who fow'd, may reap. 

Ver. 84. This verfe was origtaally written thus : 
And with their forky tongue andfointlefsjhng (hail pky : 

an error ftill continuing in his mind from the vulgar re- 

prefentations of thefe creatures ^ixiijiings in their tails. 

The alteration was made, therefore, to banifh a fupecfluity 

of expreflion, 

. f« , ■ 

Ver. 94. And heap'd with produ6ts of Sabaean fpriags. 

Drydetty in his Auceng-Zebe : 
What fwects foe'er Sabaanfprtngi difclofe. 
Our Indian jafmine, or the Syrian rofe. S. 

So above, ver. 24. 
With all the incenfe of the breathing fpring. 

C 3 Nabathagi 
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Nabathse) munera veris. 



as Dr. Johnfon properly tranilates. 
Ver, 97* See heav'n its fparkling po/tals wide difplay. 

Of this verfe, I prefume, Mr. Mafon was not unmindful 
in the epitaph on his wife : 

Heaven holds its everlafting portals high : 
with the improvement of a more dignified epithet from 
Pfalm, xxiv. 7, ' 

Lift up your heads, O ye gates ; 

And be ye lifted up, ye everlajiing doon ; 

And the king of glory will come in, 

Ver. 98. And break upon thee in a flood of day. 

A magnificent verfe ; but fufceptible of improvementj 
perhaps, by the fubftitution of a more forcible ezpreflion ; 

And Ifurji upon thee in a flood of day. 
Cfompare Eflay on Criticifm, ver. 630. 
fFallery to the king : 

With fuch a food of light invade our eyes. 
Pope's Mifcellanics, p. 104, from Broome : 

The fiery courfers and the coach difplay 

A ft ream of glory and a flood of day. 
As in the Eloifa : 

From op'ning flcies mzyflreams of glory fliine. 
Dry den's State of Innocence, Aft iv. Scene 1. 

Their glory Ihoots upon my aching fight 5 

Thou ftronger may'ft endure the flood of light • 
From which paflage the reader will recoiled Gray to 
have plucked a flower for his bard : 

Vifions oi glory I fpareiw^ aching flght. 
The Vi£lim, a tragedy by C Johnfon^ one of Pop^% 
Dunces : it was afted in 1 714. 

Or her pale beams are loft m floods of day. 

This 
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This paflage was farnHhed by Mr. SteevenSf who was 
not unmindful of that from Dryden alfo. 
Our poet in his EiTay on Criticifm^ ver. 2I2. nearly re- 
peats the verfe before us : 
Truth breaks upon us with refiftlefs day. 

Ver. 99. No more the rifing fun fliall gild the morn, 
Nor evening Cynthia fill her filver horn. 

There is a general refemblance in thefe charming lines to 

the beginning of Ovid*% Metamorphofes^ and Sandys* ex* 

cellent tranflation there : 
Nullus adhuc mundo prsebebat lumina Titan, 
Nee nova crcfcendo reparabat cornua Phoebe. 
No Titan yet the world with light adornes. 
Nor waxing Fhoche filled her warned homes. 

Our poet's attachment to Sandys from early intimacy it 

well known. 

Ver, 10 1. But, loft, dilTolv'd, in thy fupcrior rays, 
One tide of glory, one unclouded blaze, 
O'erflow thy courts. 

The conftruftion is : '* But one tide of glory fliall over- 
" flow thy courts, the fun and moon being diflblved anrf 
^*loft in thy rays/' In the fame language Dryden, Religio 
Laici : 

So pale grows Reafon at Religion's fight ; 

So dies, and fo dlffohes in fupernat'ral light. 
This exquifitely beautiful and fublime metaphor I have 
attempted to iUuftrate above at ver. 98. and I fliall touch 
further upon it at a mo{{ enchanting paflage in Dunciad, 
ii. II. The reader, who delights in thefe claflic flowers, 
will find more to regale his fenfes in my notes on Lu* 
cretiusy ii. 147. v. 282. which I hope to prefcnt to the 
public fpeedily. 

C4 ' Ver. 104. 
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Vet, 104. The reference of our poet above to the diurnal 
office of the fun rendered his change^ of DryderC^ eternal 
year into eternal day^ exceedingly proper and judicious. 

Ver. 10$. Rooks fall to duft, and mountains melt away. ' 

Sq Nahum, i. 5. ^^ The mountains quake at him, and the 
bUIs melt:' 



WINDSOR FOREST. 



AN anonymous author, in Tonfon*s Mifcelbnies, eIe-» 
gantly compliments our author, in allufion to this poem : 
When Pope's harmonious Mufe with plcafure roves 
Amidil the plains, the murm'ring ftreams, and groves^ 
Attentive Echp, pleas'd to hear his fongs. 
Thro* the glad fliade each warbling note prolongs. 

Ver. I. Thy forcft, Windfor, and thy green retreats. 
At once the monarch's and /the Mufc's feats, 
Invite my lays. 

Thus Hopkins, in his Hiftory of Love, publifhed in th« 
fame year at leaft, if not earlier, than the poem before u^ ; 

Ye woods and wilds, ferene and bleft retreats^ 

At once the lovers and the Mujes feats^ 

To you I fly, 

Ver. ^. * your aid, O ! Mufes, bring \ 

What Mufe for Grenville can refufe tb iing ? 

modelled from Dryden's verfion of Virgil's tentli eclogue; 
Thy facred fuccour^ Arethufa, bring 
To crown my labour : 'tis the laft IJing : 

and from Ogilby^ at the fame place : 
And who for Gallus will refufe to write ? 

Milto^ 
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Milton had preceded him in dus imitation, Lycidai* 
ver. lO. 
Who would hot fing for Lycidas I 

Ver. 7. The groves of Eden, vaniih'd now fo longf 
Live in defcription, arid look green in fong : 
Thcfe, were my bre?ift infpir'd with equal flam^ 
Like them 'in. beauty, fhould be like in fame. 

Evidently an adumbration of the introductory lines to 
fFaller's poem on St. James* Park : 

Of the firft Paradife there's nothing found ; 

Plants, fet by*Hcav'n, are vanifliM, and the ground; 

Yet the defcription fafts. Who knows the fate 

Of lines that fliall this Paradife relate ? W. 

Ver. 9, — were my breafl infpir'd with equal flame. 

The word infpir'd fecms to break the continuity of the 
^gure. I fhould prefer : 
— were my bofom warned with equal flame. 

Ver. 13. Not chaos-like, together crufli'd and bruis'd. 
But, as the world, harmonioufly confus'd. 

Addifon^ in his Cato: 

Or where the regular confujton ends. S. 

This is from Waller^ on the lady pafling through a croud: 
As in old ohaosy heaven with earth confuCd^ 
And ftars with rocks together cru/h*d and bruised. 

Ver. I J, Here waving groves a chequer'd Icene difplay^ 

Titus Andronicus: 

And made a chequer djhadow on the ground* 
Milton^ s Allegro: 

To many a youth, and many a maid, 

Jhxicmg.iti Xkcchequef^djhade. S. 

Ver* 27% !■ crown'd with tufted trees. 

6 Milton\ 
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Aii/ton's Allegro, vcr. 78. 
Bofom'd high in tufted trees. 

Ver. 30. The weeping amber : 
fee note on Paftoral, i. 62. 

Ver. 38. Here blufliing Flora paints th* cnamer4 
ground. 

So Afiltoriy Par. Loft, iv. 149. applies the word to natural 

objefls : 

BlofToms and fruits at once, of golden hue^ 
Appeared, with gay enameled «olours mix'd : 

a pafTage not improbably indebted to fVialler, Summer 

Iflands, canto i. 

Ripe fruits and bloflbms on the fame trees live : 
At once they promife, vhat at once they give : 

as both had in view the gardens of Alcinous. 

Ver. 45. To favage beafts and favage laws a prey. 

And kings more furious and fevere than they. 

This is an imitation of PFaller^ on the Death of Lady 
Rich : 

Prove all a defart ! and none there make ftay 

But favage beajisy or men as wild as they, 

Ver. 48. The lonely lords of empty wilds and woods* 
Toung^^ Bufiris : 

Like deatn, a folitary king I'll reign. 
O'er filent fubjcflis and a defert plain. S. 

Ver. 55. The fwain with tears his fruftrate labour yields, 
And famifh'd dies amidft his ripen'd fields. 
This paflage is not unlike AddiforC% dcfcription of the 
fertility and oppreffions of Italy: particularly the fol- 
lowing' : 
Joylefs he fees the growing oils and wines. 
And in the myrtle's fragrant Ihade repines ; 

Starves 
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Starves, in the midft of Nature's; bounty curft. 
And in the loaden vineyard dies for thirft. 
Letter from Italy to Lord Hallifax. W. 

Ver. 68. The hollow winds through naked temples roar. 

Fen/on, in his Mariamne, fiO, ii. Scene 5. 

'— Thefe roofs fliall only found 

With mournful accents, fad as murm'ring winds, 
Which through the clefts of ruin'd cloifters roar. 

And our poet again, as Mr. Steevtns obferves, in his 

Satires : 
Invite the winds through long arcades to roar. 

Ver. 72. And favage howlings fill the facred quires. 

So in the Hiftpry of Loretto, lib. ii. ch. 7. p. 147. — 
** Four of them, being driven out one after another, 
" filled the facred bonfe with great roring.^' S. 
This entire paflage is beautifully picSurefque, ,and con- 
ceived in genuine fublimity. What a contrafl; between 
thefe notes. 

And favage howlings fill the facred quires — 
and thofe divine harmonies, which had erfl refounded 
through the dome ! 

There let the pealing organ blow 

To the fuU-voic'd quire below, 

In fervice high, and anthems clear : 
ideas undoubtedly inftilled) as, I think. Peck obferves* 
into Mi/fon's mind from the mufic in that magnificent 
Cathedral of Old St. Paul's: where he probably often 
ufed to walk, when a fchool-boy. And it is extremely 
probable, alfo, that to the impreflions of King's College 
Chapel, the ijioft calculated of all pljices for fuch an efFeft, 
and the moft correfpondent to the defcripltion in vicwi 
we are indebted for that wonderful effort of Grafs elegy : 

Where, 
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Where, through the long-drawn ijte and fretted vaulty 
The pealing anthem fwells the note of praife. 
With fuch fcenery and fuch defcription, Raptuile hcr- 
felf might fit entranced ; 

And angels lean from heaven to hear \ 

Vcr. 8fl. At once the chafer, and at once the prey. 

He has CQnftru£i:ed in the fame manner another verfc 
from the beautiful model of Denbam, at Iliad xi. 314. 

No more the youth Ihall join his confort's fide. 

At once a virgin, and at once a bride. 

Vcn 90. And fccret tranfport touched the confcious fwain. 

So in his Iliad, viii. 696* 

The confcious /wain, rejoicing at the fight : 
in which fine paifage, the verfe — 

And tip with filver ev'ry mountain's head, 
is indebted to Crajhaw^ P* '7* 

As ever filver tipt the fide of ftiady mountain. S. 

Ver. 96. Wind the firill hrn. 
Grayj in his Elegy : 

The cock's Jhrili clarion, or the echoing hirn : 
where the poet might have in his memory Spenfer^ 
Faery Queene, i. 2. i. 

And cheerful chanticlere with his note /hrilL 

Ven 101, But, when the tainted gales the game betray. 

Again in the fame ftrain, mpft beautifully, Effay on Man, 
i. 214. 

And hound fagacious on the tainted green ."^ 
as 3^<?««^, Satire i. 262. 

And Ringwood opens on the tainted ground. 

Ver. loa. Couch'd clofe he lies, and meditates the prey. 

Drydcn Z 
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Dry den : 



— -—like a Hon that unheeded lay, 
DifTembling flecp, and watchfulto bttra;^^ 
With inward rage he meditates his prey. W, 

Ver. 1 08. Near and more near the clofing lines invelL 

^T— _— ^^«— — fentit, 

Jam propior propiorque, cafles. Ital. Poet. S« 

Ver. III. — ■ <■■■ the whirring pheafant* 

So in Pericles, prince of Tyre : 

■■ -*- a ftorm. 

Whirring mt from my friends. S. 

Ver. 118." His painted wings ;'* as Virgil^ Geo, ill. $^43. 
Pif7^que volucres; and Dryden^ in the Flower and Leaf: 
The painted birds, companions of the fprin^. S. 

Ver. 127. -Where doves in flocks .the leafiefs trees o'er- 
iliade. 

The doves, alighting on the trees, fiipply the place of 
leaves, and thus overfhade. So, in -Hughes's Siege of 
Damafcue, Caled fays, that the vultures before evening 
comes (hall 

Shadow this valley with a living cloud. S* 
But by fettling on the ground^ I apprehend, and not by 
perching in the trees, and furnifliing them with a ihade. 

Ver, 140. And eyes the dancing cork^ 

HalPs Satires : 
And watch a linking cork upon the fliore* S. 

Ver. 144. The yellow carp, in fcales bedropt with gold. 

There is a mod exquifite beauty of this kind in fValler^ 
in his ** Apology for having loved before :'* 
To man, that was in th* evening made. 
Stars gave the firft delight ^ 

Admiring, 
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Admiring, in the gloomy (hade, 
Thofe little /irof>s of light. 
But our poet dipt his urn in the fount of Aftlton, Par. 
Loft, vii, 406. 

or, fporting with quick glance. 

Show to the fun their wav*d coats dlropt with g»Id. 
An admirable effort ! to which Gray has acknowledged 
his obligation : 

Some Ihcw their gaily-gilded train, 
^uick'glancing to the fun. 
This part of the poem much refembles the Mofella of 
jiufoniusy where, if I miftake not, a very appofite rerfc 
in every refpe6i, ver. 88. fhould thus be written : 

Purpureisque Salar Jiillatus tergora guttis. 
Compare Virg. Geo. iv. 99. where Lauderdale thus 
elegantly renders: 

And are bedropp^d with gsid, ail fhining bright; 

And all their limbs are flaih'd with ftars of light. 

Ver. 173. This transformation of Lodona into a river 
IS formed upon the fable of Arethufa in Ovid : and a 
fimilar fable is related by Claudiatty Rapt. Prof. iii. 251* 
And with the long oblivion of our poet, Mr. Stcevens 
compares Virgil^ I£,r\* vi. 

Securos latices et longa oblivia potant: 
where Pitt*s verfion is highly dignified and fonarous : 

To yon dark ftreams the gliding ghofts repair, 

And quaff deep draughts of long oblivion there. 

Ver. 179. A painted quiver on her fhoulder foundtv 

Imitated, perhaps, from F'irgily JEn. xi. 652. 
Aureus ex humero fonat arcus, et arma Dianae : 
Diana's arms upon her Jhoulder found. Dryden. 

Ver. 192 and 197. may be compared with Man^ 
waring' $ verfion of the paiTage imitated in Ovid: 

Who 
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Who felt his breath pant m my braided hair. 

And heard his founding treadj and knew him to be near. 

Sandys renders thus: 
How-ere his founding Jieps^ and thick'drawn breathy 
Thzt fanned my hairej affrighted me to death : 

whom our bard manifeftly ^onfulted. 

Ver. ao6. For ever murmurs, and for ever weeps. 

Thomfony in his Summer^ has a parallel verfe of equa 

beauty : 
So, faint refemblance ! on the marble tomb. 
The well-diflembled mourner (looping (lands, 
For everjilenty and for ever fad! 

Ver. an. Oft, in her glafs, the mu(ing (liepherd fpies 

The headlong mountains, and the downward 
ikies. 

The defcription is at once phy(ical!y correfl: and po- 
etically rich. Perhaps, Dryden^ at Virg. Eel. ii. 33. 
might aiEft him t 
Nor am I fo deformM; for late I ftood 
Upon the margin of the briny flopd : 
The winds were (till ; and, if the glafs be true. 
With Daphnis I may vie, though judg'd by you. 
We are reminded alfo of a pafTage in Gray*s Elegy : 
His liftlefs length at noon-tide would he ftretch, 
And pore upon. the brook that bubbles by. 

Ver. 21a. The headlong mountains, and the downward 
ikies : 
The wat'ry landfcape of the pendent woods. 

Eve, looking into the fountain, in Dryden*s State of 

Innocence, AQ, ii. 

. What's here ? znothcr frmament below j 

Spread wide, and other trees that downward grow. S. 

From Paradife Loft, iv. 459. 

8 1 
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I laid me down 



On Ae green bank^ to look into the cleat ' 
Smooth ilream, that to me feem'*d anvther Jhf^ 

So Addiforii tooj in his Cato : 
Refleds each fiow'r that on die border grows J 
And a new heaven in its fair brfom ftows* 

Parnell^ in his Hermit: 
Down bend the banks, the trees depending grow ; 
And Jkies beneath with anfw'ring colours glow* 

Ver. 2J4* Rather, perhaps : 

Inverted trees^ that tremble in the floods. 

Ver» 223. This line is obfcure,. and much' more the 
cxpreffion her Jlreams* Excepting diac Jloeds had re- 
cently occurred, the paflage ftood better, I think, in the 
firft impreffion : 
Where tow'ring oaks that Jpreadtng hoiiotirs rear^ 
And future navies on thy banks appear* 
Not Neptune's felf from all his foods recetres 
A wealthier tribute, than to thine he gives* 
No feas fo rich, iofull tiojireams ajppear* 
So Milton : 

Beneath the fpreading favour of thefe pines i 
and Gray: 
Where'er the oak^s thick branches ftretdi 
A broader browner fhade. 

Ver. 227. The original readings were beyond all 
competition preferable, both in ftrength and beauty: 
Not fabled Po more fwells the poet's lays, 
While thro* the fkies his Jbining current ftrays* 
The fabulofus Hydafpes of Horace. 

Ver^ 231. It may be doubted how far our pqet^a 
corredions have improved thefe verfes alfo. They ftood 
thus in the MifcellanieS; and the firft edition: ' 

Nor 
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Nor all his ftars a brlghttr luftre (how, 
Than xhcfa'tr nymphs that g'tld thy Jhore below. 
Here Jove hmfelf^ fubdu'd by beauty ftill. 
Might change Olympus for a nobler hill^ 

The fix following lines are much beneath the general 

excellence of Pope. 

Ver. 244. And draws the aromatic fouls of iiow'rs. 

This is a mod happy fpecimen of true poetry, but derived 
probably from the conclufioa of Dryden*% State of Inno- 
cence : 
Farewel, you Flow*rs ! whofc buds, with early care, 
I watch 'd, and to the cheerful fun did rear. 
Who now (hall bind your ftcms ? or, when you fall^ • 
With fountain (Ireams your f int'tng fouls recall f 
A mod ingenious variation from his great original, whom 
every reader will delight to fee contrafted here, Par. Ixoft, 
xi. 273. 

O flowers, 

That never will in othet climate grow, * 
My early vifitation, and my laft 
At even ; which I bred up with tender hand, 
From the firft opening bud, and gave ye names % 
Who now ftiall rear ye to the fun, or rank 
Your tribesi and water from th' ambrofial fount ? 
a paflage never exceeded in tendernefs and grace. 

Ver. 247. Of ancient writ unlocks the learned ftore. 

Gray has invefted this thought with new dignity of his 
own : 
But Knowledge to their eyes her ampte page. 
Rich with the fpoils of Time, did ne'er unroll. 

Vf^Xp 260, Whofc raptures fire me, and whcfe vifions blcfs. 
D A noble 
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A noble verfe ! nor is Collins lefs delicious on this fubjcfk : 
With him, fwcet bard! may Fancy die. 
And Joy defert the blooming year. 

Vcr. 289. To fing thofe honours you deferve to wear. 
Philips: 

And paint thofe honours thou art fure to wear. S. 

Ver. 303. With Edward's a<fts adorn the fhining page : ■ 

alluding to the illuminated manufcripts of our fathers } 
as again more obvioufly in his Moral Eflays : 
To Cato Virgil paid one honeft line : 
Oh ! may my country's friends illumine mine: 
to which Mr. Mafon has confefled his obligation : 
When St. John's name illumines Glory's page. 

Ver. 310. And bleed for ever under Britain's fpear. 

Pope had in his head this couplet of HaUifax : 
The wounded arm would furniih all their rooms. 
And bleed for ever fcarlet in the looms. 

See Dunciad, ii. 155. and the note. W, 

Ver. 311. And palms eternal flourifli round bis urn. 

A very appropriate fpecification, as emblems of religious 
fanftity in a ftate of triumph. " After this, I beheld, 
•* and lo! a great multitude — ^before the throne and 
" before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms 
" in iheir hands :" Revelations, vii. 9. And our poet, 
with charafteriftic beauty, in his epiftle to Addifon : 
Beneath her palm here fad Judaa weeps. 

Ver 3 1 6. From old Belerium to the northern main. 
Cape Cornwall is called by geographers Promontorium 
Bolericum^ but by Diodoms Siculus, v. 21. Belerium^ 
The fame place is intended in Milton* s Lycidas, ve;-. 160. 

Sleep'ft 
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Slecp'ft hj the fable of Bellerus old : 
as Mr. Steevens alfo obferved. 

Ver. 317. The grave unites. 

An awful truth, and a folemn leflbn againft every feeling 
of animofity and refentment. Propertius touches on this 
topic with equal beautyi and in fimilar drains, iiu 3. 35. 

Haud ullas portabis opes Acherontis ad undas : 
Nudus ab infcrna, ftulte, vehere rate. 

Viftor cum vi£Us pariter mifcebitur Iridis 5 
Confule cum Mario, capte Jugurtha, fedes. 

Thou, (IrippM of wealth, to Death's dark realm {halt go ; 

A naked pilgrim through the vale below 1 

Viftors and vanquifh'd crofs the Stygian tide: 

Jugurtha fits with Marius at his fide, 

Ver. 318. OpfreJI. The proper forms of this, and all 
verbs with fimilar termination, I conceive to be, in the 
prefent tenfe, opprcfs 5 in tl^e pad, cppreji 5 and in the 
participle, oppreffed. Our poet, therefore, is irregular in 
this place, but accurate in the Rape of the Lock, iv. I. 

But anxious cares the penfive nymph opprejh 

Ver. 319. Make facred Charles's tomb for ever known. 

He feems to have had in memory here Dr. Chetwood*% 
verfes to Rofcommon on his Effay : 
• Make warlike Jamei*s peaceful virtues known^ 
The fecond hope and genius of the throne. 

Ver. 320. Obfciire the place, and uninfcrib*d the ftonc. 

Clarendon relates at fome length, that, after the Reftora- 
tion, fearch was made to difcover the fpot in the chapel of 
Windfor Caftle, where the royal corpfe had been inter- 
red; but that all inquiry proved fruitlefs. Sec the con- 
tinuation of the life of Edward Earl of Clarendon, vol. ii. 

p. 191. 8vo. W. 

D 2 Ver. 322. 
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Ver. 322. Heav'ns! what new wounds f and how her old 
have bled! 

DenhanC^ verfion of Virg. ^En. ii. the beginning : 
Madam^ when you command us to review 
Our fate, you make our old wounds bleed anew. 

YtT. 324. Hfer facred domes involved in rolling fire. 
So Virgily Mn. iv. 671. 

■■ ■ ■ flammaeque furentes 

Culmina perque hominum volvuntur perque deoruni. S, 
^e rolRng ruiny with their lovM abodes. 
Involved the blazing temples of their gods. 

Dry den* s verfioti. 

Ver. 329. . In that bleft moment from his oozy bed 

Old father Thames advanced his reverend bead. 

An admirable paflage oi Dryden^ Annus Mirabilis, ftanza 
232 fupplied,l prefume, it's affiftance here : 

Old father Thames rais'd up his rev* rend heady 
But fear'd the fate of SImois would return : 

Deep in his oo%e he fought his fedgy bedy 
And thrunk his waters -back into his urn. 
And again, at the conclufion of his Threnodia Auguftalis : 

Whilft, darting from his oo%y bed^ 

Th' aflerted Ocean rears his revWend head. 
And compare with this couplet the Eflay on Criticifm^ 
ver. 700. 

Ver. 331. His treflcs dropt with dews, and o'er the ilream 
His fhining horns diffused a golden gleam. 

J follow the corredt orthography of the Mifcellanies: th« 

later editions vicloufly give dropped. In the fame manner^ 

Virgil has given golden horns to the Po, Geo. iv. 371. 

£t gemina auratus taurino carnua vultu 

Eridanus. 

Two 
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Two golden horns on his large front he wears. Dryden. 
And on the fubjeft of thefc horns affigned tov rivers by 
the ancients, the learned reader may confult my note on 
the Trachiniae of Sophocles^ ver. 518. Spenfer has a fine 
pa^ag^ like this before us, Faery Queene, iv. il. 25; 
But Thame was ftronger, and of better ftay» 

Y^t feem'd full aged by his outward fight^ 
With head all hoary, and his beard all gray, 

Dewed with filver drops that trickled downe ^Iway. 
But our poet feems to have imitated the iirft verfes of a 
parallel reprefentation in Claud'mn^ de VI. Conf. Honor, 
ver. 160. wrought with the cuftomary ricfan^Is of that 
author. The entire paiTage is well worthy of perufal ; 
replete with ornament; and that ornament appropriate 
and original : to which I refer the reader. He is fpeaking 
of the Po: 

Ille caput placidis fublime fluentis 

Extulit s et, totis lucem fpargentia ripis, 

Aurea roranti micuerunt cornua vultu. 

He fffake : the Flood rears up his towering head 

O'er the fmooth furface of his fwelling bed. 

His horned front, through ftreams of gliftening dew. 

Round the wide banks a golden radiance threw. 
The reader will be pleafed alfo with fome lines of 
Milton % Lycidas, ver. 105. 

Next Camus, reverend fire, went footing flow. 

His mantle hairy, and his bonnet fedge. 

Inwrought witli figures dim. 
Where that truly claflical phrafe, footing flow, will be 
properly illuftrated by a verfe from Lucretius^ v. 27I. 

■ inde fuper terras fluit agmine dulci. 

Qua via fecla femd liquido fede detulit undas: 
where my note will furniih a copious illuftration of this 
D 3 circumitance 
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circumftancc from other poets. The figures dlnty which 
fo much divides the commentators, muft be interpreted, 
beyond doubt, by the ftate of mourning, in which the 
river then was, chara£terifed by fqualid gloominefs : to 
which circumftance alfo the no lefs puzzling accompany.- 
ment of the hairy mantle muft be referred, in allufion to a 
garb of fackcloth. - And the phrafe golden gleam, as Mr. 
Steevens obferves, Gray has borrowed : 

Thro' richeft purple to the view 
Betray'd a golden gleam : 
where the language is peculiarly Kappy. Our poet, in his 
Temple of Fame, ver. 253. 

And lucid amber cafts a golden gleam. 

Ver. 340. The reader will be gratified by the Came 
fu])jeft in the hands of Spenfer, F. Q^iv. ii. 29. 
And round about him many a pretty page 

Attended, duely ready to obey ; 
All little rivers, which owe vaflallage 

To him, as to their lord, and tribute pay — .: 
The chaulky Kenet, and the Thetis gray, 

The morifh CoUy and the foft flyding Brearc, 
The wanton Lee^ that oft doth loofe his way, 

And the ftill Darenty in whofe waters cleare 
Ten thoufand fifhes play, and decke hispleafant ftreamc. 

Ver, 347. And fuUen Mole, that hides his diving flood. 

Drayton^ in his Poly-Olbion, fong 17. 

Mole digs herfelf a path, by working day and night; 

According to her name, to fhew herfelf aright. 
And AfJton^ whom our poet follows : 

Or fullen Mole^ that runneth underneath. 

Ver. 354. And the hufti'd waves glide foftly to the fhore, 

Drydin, in his Annus Mirabilis, ftanza 98. 

And 
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And weary waves, withdrawing from the fight, 
Lie lull'd and panting on the filent fliore. 
Our poet in his Iliad, xiv. 280. 

And his hufli'd waves lie filent on the main. 
And Dry deny in fome other place, fuggefted by Mr. 
Steevens : 

the waves more faintly roar, 

And roll themfelves afleep upon the fhore. 

Ver. 359. From heav'n itfelf though fev'n-fold Nilus 
flows, 
And harveds on a hundred realms beflows. 

An undoubted imitation, I think, of Dr. Bathurji\ verfes 
on Selden : 

As when old Nilus^ who with bounteous ^^ww 

Waters an hundred nations as he goes, 

Scattering rich harvejisy keeps his facred head 

Amidji the clouds ftill undifcovered. 
Homer denominates the Nile ororau®- Ji'iVernf* a river 
that falls from Jupiter, or Heaven : emphatically j as 
owing it's great increafe, and confequent celebrity, to the 
rains or fnows of Ethiopia. Compare Barthius on 
Statiusj filv. ii. 7. 33. And our countryman calls it fcven- 
foldy as Ovid before him fcptemfluus^ and Catullus ftill 
tSLxVitr fcptemgeminus, from the Jeven mouths by which it's 
waters are difcharged into the Mediterranean fea. 

Ver. 366. This fine panegyric on peace^ in oppofition 
to the horrors and devaftations of war, was in part 
occafioned, I prefume, by our author's politics ; by his 
hoftility to the name of 'Marlborough^ and an uneafinefs at 
the glory of his viftories. 

Ver. 371. The fhady empire ihall retain no trace 

Of war or blood, but in the fylvan chace. 

D 4 And 
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And certainly fufficient ferocity is dlfplayed even in tficfe 
amufements^ without bathing in the blood of fellow- 
creatures. Coivleyj efla/ 4. 

And all his malice, all his craft, is (hewn 
In innocent wars, on beads and birds alone. 
Where his reverend commentator thus remarks, in a moft 
amiable fpirit, that does honour to his fenfibility, and 
endears him to the reader : •* Innocent^ he means, in 
•* comparifon with wars on hb own kind/* We have 
only to regret, that the poets fhould not have made 
the qualification, dictated by Humanity, for themfelves. 
Cicero^ inufome part of his work?, with a felf-applaufe 
becoming his virtues and the occafion, thus glories in bis 
abftinence from fuch recreations, when the calamities of 
thofe difailrous times had driven him into folitude : 
Neque otio me ignavo dedidi, nee rurfum indignis ho- 
mine dofto voluptatibus: " I neither furrendered myfelf 
** to inactivity and indolence; nor, on the othd: hand^ to 
•* pleafures unbecoming a man of letters/* 

Ver. 375. Behold ! th' afcending villas on my fide. 

As Drayton^ in his Poly-Olbion, fong 17. 

From where brave Windfor ftood, cm tiptoe to behold 
The fair and goodly Thames, fo far as ere he could. 
With kingly houfes crown *d, of more than earthly pride. 
Upon his either banks, as he along doth glide. 

Ver. 379. I fee, I fee, where two fair cities bend 

Their ample bow, a new Whitehall afcend. 

This fecms imitated- from Hopkins* Court-Profpedl in 
Drydens Mifcellanies, ii. p. 385. 

As far as fair Augujia^ buildings reach, 

Bent^ llKea bow, along a peaceful beach. 

Ver. 384. 
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Vcr. 384. " Once mortj^ as in the renowned reign of 

Elizabeth : with a particular allufion to the United Statef, 
foliciting the alliance of Elizabeth in their ftruggks to 
maintain their liberties againft Philip. W. 

Vcr. 389. Tempt icy feas. 

Drydeff% Iliad: 

What now remains* 

But that once more we tempt the wat'ry plains ? 
with lefs propriety on that occafion, than our poet \ who 
thus otherwife expreffes the notion in his St. -Cecilia ; 
So, when the firft bold veffel dar'd the feaa. 

Ver. 391. Or under fouthern ikies exalt their fails, 

Led by new ftars, and. borne by fpicy gales. 

Exalt is but an inefficient and pxafaic word for a paflagc 
of fuch elegance and grandeur : even expand were pre- 
ferable. The fpicy gales arc fuch as Milton fpeaks of in 
that fublime defcription, Par. Loft, iv. 161. 

— ' off at fea north-eaft winds blow' 

Sabean odours from the fpicy (hore 

Of Araby the bleit : 
a defcription which, probably, owes part of it*8 beauty to 
fome very excellent verfcs in IValler\ Night- Piece : 

So we th' Arabian coaft do know 

At diftance, when the fpices blowj 

By the rich odour taught to fteer, 

Though neither day nor ftars appear. 
Compare my note at Grays Ode on Spring, ver. 8. 

Ver. 393. " The balm fhall bleed:'' that is, from the 
wound inflicted on the bark to draw off the juices of the 
tree. 

Ver. 397. The timelliall come, when, free as feas or wind, 

Unbounded Thames fluU flow for all mankind. 

6 ■ This 
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This was fuggcfted by a fmooth couplet of Denhatfi% on 

the fame fubje£ty in his Cooper's Hill : 
Nor are his blellxngs to his banks confin'd, 
Butyr^^ and common, as thefea or wind* 

Ver. 400. And feas but join the nations they divide. 

This refembles Waller^ in his panegyric on Cromwell: 

While by your valour, and your bounteous mind, 

Nations J divided by the fea^ are joined. 
Our poet's verfe appears in a very unadorned {late in the 
Mifcellanies : 

And Oceans join whom they did firjl divide : 
with the addition of a conceit, not wholly avoided in the 
firft edition: 

And feas but join the regions they divide : 
in the prefent form, I think, fo foftened by hut and the 
fubftitution of the people for the countries^ as to lie beyond 
exception. 

Ver. 405. And naked youths. 

Better in the firft edition : ** IVl^ofe naked youth :" and in 
the Mifcellanies better dill, as to the firft word : " While 
naked youth." 

Ver. 410. Reap their own fruits : 

as in thofe happy times of renovated man, depided in hifr 
Mefliah, ver. 66. 

And the fame hand, that fow'd, {hall reap the field : 
where the reader may compare my remarks. 

Ver. 431: Ev'n I more fweetly pafs my carelefs days. 
Pleas'd in the fileut fhade with empty praife. 

Thefe verfes fcarcely rife to mediocrity, and'feem mo- 
delled from Dryden\ vcrfion of the palFage imitated : 

While I at Naples pafs my peaceful daysy 

Affefting fludies of Icfs noifv praife. 

ODE 



ODE ON ST. CECILIA'S DAY. 



V£R. 4. And fweep the founding lyre. 

Milton* s Lycidas, vcr. 17. 
Begin, and fomewhat \oiixA\j ftvtep the firing. 

Vcr. 5. Sec my note on our poet's Odyfley, x. 471. 

Vcr. 7. Let the loud trumpet found, 
Till the roofs all around 
The fhrill echoes rebound. 

Dryden*% tranllation of Lucretius, book ii. 

If well-tun'd harps^ nor the more plcafing found 
Of voices, from the vaulted roofi rebound* 

Vcr. II. The deep, majcftic, folemn organs blow. 

Milton^ in his Hymn on the Nativity, ver. 130. 
And let the bafe of heav*n*s deep organ blew. 

Ver. 1 7. In broken air, trembling, the wild mufic ^<i^x&, 

Comus, vcr. 249, with peculiar elegance : 
How fwcetly did th^y Jlote upon the wings 
Of filence, through the empty-vaulted night. 
At every fall fmoothing the raven down 
Of darknefs till it fmil'd : 

as our poet juft below : 
In a dying, dying fall. 

And our poet's verfes are nearly repeated by himfelf in 

his Temple of Fame, vcr. 372. 

She faid : in air the trembling mujicjloats, 

And on the winds triumphant /well the notes* 

Ver, 19. 
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Ver. 19. The drains decay. 
And melt away 
In a dying, dying ^1« 

JDryden*^' Flower and Leaf : 

It feem'd the mufic nftltedm the throat. 
Twelfth Night : 

Thzt Jirain again :^t had a dying /all, 
Dryden^s Virgin Martyr : 

And mufick dying in remoter founds. S< 
The paflage from Hhakfpeare was pointed out alfo by 
Mr. fVhite. 

Ver. 29. Pours balm into the bleeding lover's wounds. 
Dry dens Threnodia Auguft^Us, ftan?a 3|. 
For all the healing balm thy mercy paur^d 
Into the nation's bleeding wounds 

Ver. 30. This conclufion of the ftanza ftood originally 
as follows : 

j4t mufick f Melancholy lifts her head ; 
Dull Morpheus rowzes from his bed ; 
Sloath from its lethargy awakes, 
jtnd iift'ning Envy drops her fnakes : 
Intefline War no more our paffions wage ; 
Ev'n giddy fa£lions hear away their rage. 

Ver. 46. And half unflieath'd the fhining blade. 

Dryden^ JSxi. vi. 404. 

The chief unjheath'd his Jhining JleeL 

Ver. 49. through all th' infernal bounds, » 

Which flaming Phlegeton furrounds. 

Dryden, Mn^ vi. 200- 

> ■ ■' TV infernal bounds 



Cocytue with bis fable vtslvcs furrounds : 



and 
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and ver. 741. of the fame book r 
With treble walls, which Phlegetonyirrr^tfW/ 
Whofe^^rjf flood the burning empire bounds. 

Ver. 51, Love, ftrong as dpath. • 

Sandys : 

For death is not moTC Jlrong than love, S* 
And the paflage flood in the firft impref&on thus : 
Sad Orpheus fought bis confort loji j 
7J* inexorable gates were barr'd^ 
And nought was Jeen^ and nought was heard^ 
Around the dreary coaft. 
But dreadful gleams. 

Ver. 69. The Furies fink upon their iron beds. - 

Dryden, Virg. jffin. vi. 3^2. 
The Furies* iron beds. 

Ver. 82. Oh! take the hufband, or return the wife. 
William Alexander in his tragedy of Croefus : 

Fierce tyrant Death ! that in thy wrath didft take 
One half of me, and left a half behind. 

Take this to thee^ or give me toother back \ 
Be altogether cruel, or all kind. 

Ver. 96. No crime was thine, if 'tis no crime to love. 

Dryden*s tranflation of Dido to ^neas : 
Who know no crime, but too much love of thee : 

and afterwards in the fame epiflle : 
Some pity let a fuppliant princefs move, 
Whofe pnly fault was ^n cxcefs of love. 

Ver. 136. And angels lean from heav'n to hear. 
He feems to have had in view the conclufion of Milton\ 
Cpmus; 

Mortals^ 
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Mortals, that would follow itie. 

Love Virtue : flic alone is free : 

She can teach you how to climb 

Higher than the fphery chime : 

Or, if Virtue feeble were, 

Heaven ufelf would Jioop to hear. 
Th^ fphery chime is the mujical fpheres u^QW the Pythago- 
rean notion. B'ljhop Hurd objefts to the propriety of 
the expreffion ; but on what grounds I cannot difcover* 
Mr. Steevens has pointed out a very appofite paflagc 
from Dry den alfo, Palamon and Arcite, Book iii. 

The Gods came downwards to behold the wars. 

Sharpening their fights, and leaning from their Jiaru 



FIRST CHORUS TO THE TRAGEDY 
OF BRUTUS. 



VER. 2. Where heav'nly viGons Plato fir'd, 
And Epicurus lay infpir'd. 

This is an imitation of fome verfes by J. A. of King^» 
College, Cambridge, to Creech on his Lucretius : 
I thought indeed, before I heard your fsmie. 
No laurels grew but on the banks of Cam j 
Where Chaucer was by facred fury^rV, 
And everlailing Cowley lay infpir^di 
Where Milton firfl: his wond'rous 'vijion faw, 
And Marvel taught the painter how to draw. 
For the fecond verfe Pope originally gave, 
And godlike Zeno lay infpir'd. 

8 Vcr. 25, 
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Ver. 25. Ye Gods ! what jufticc rules the ball ? 

So in his Elegy : 

Thus, if eternal Juftice rules the ball. 

SECOND CHORUS. 

VER. 21. appeared thus in the firft edition : 
But Hymen's flames, IikeJxarSy unite: 
and ver. 38. Fai/e oat As, falfe tears.— 

Ver. 34. What home-felt raptures move. 

Milton % Comus : 

But fuch a facred and homefeh delight^ 

Such fober certainty of waking blifs, 

I never heard till now. S. 
Agreably to the well known fcntencc of Lord Bacon^ 
** Things that come home to men's buGnefs and bofomsJ*'* 
There are feveral inaccuracies in this chorus j as ver. 5. 
foft immediately ^Hitx Joften\ and ver. 2^, joys as foon 
upon joy. 



ODE ON SOLITUDE. 



VER. I. Happy the man, whofe wiih and care 
A few paternal acres bound ; 
Content to breathe his native air 
In his own ground. 

So Cowley % verfion of C!audlan*s poem : 
Happy the man^ who his whole time doth bound 
Within th' inclofure of his little ground. " 



THE 
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THE DYING CHRISTIAN TO HIS 
SOUL. 



VER. 5. Ceafc, fond Nature, ceafe thy ftrife; 
And let me languiih into life. 

Firgi/y jEn. iv. 695. 

Quae ludlantem aniinam nexosque refolveret artus. 

Where Dcnham renders loofely : 

Nature and Death continue long their fray. 

Ogllby is good : 

■ ■ fent Iris from the pole, 

To loofe life's bonds, and free her ftruggling foul : 

Lauderdale excellent : 

To free her body from the bonds of life, 
And eafe her anxious foul's convulfive ftrife : 

whom Drydcn has improved : 

Sent Iris down, to free her from the ftrife 
Of labouring Nature, and diflblve her life. 

To thefe add Bowlesy Dryden\ Mifcellanies, ii, 232. in 

a tranflation from Catullus ; 

Ev'n fainting Nature fcarce maintains the ftrife 
Betwixt prevailing death and yielding life. 

ESSAY ON CRITICISM. 



VER. 15: Let fuch teach others, who themfelves exc-^ll; 
And cenfure freely, who have written well. 

This is more ingenious and lively, than reafonablp and 
corrcft. Such fevere reftriftion would filence criticifm 

altogether^ 



altogether. How many have tafte and learning qualified 
frfr this oflfice, who are by no means equal to original ' 
produdions comparable in any degree to« thofe, which 
they are able to illuftrate and criticife with elegance and 
propriety ? To this purpofe I ihall quote a lively paflage 
from Bofwell\ Life of J^hnfon^ vol. i. p. 35^3. 8vo. 

D. " We have hardly a right to abufe tliis tragedy ; 
** fdrj bad as it is, how vain fliould either of Us be to 
" write one not near fo good !** 

J. " Why fo, Sir ? this is not juft reafoning. You 
" may abufe a tragedy, though you cannot write one. 
** Ybu may fcold a carpenter, who has made you a tJible, 
** though you cannot make a table. It is riot your tradd 
« to make tables.'* 

Ver. 30. This couplet rian tkus in the iirfl; edition^ 
with lefs heatnefs, precifion, and perfpicuity: 

Thofe hate as rivals all that write ; and others 

But envy wits as Eunuchs envy lovers. 
The inaccuracy of the rhymes excited him to alteration^ 
which incurred a frcfh inconvenience 5 that of fimilar 
rhymes to thofe much too near, in the next couplet but^ 
one below* 

Ver. 68» l^irft, follow Nature; 

Dryderiy in his Art of Poetry, oh the Epic : 
To ftudy Nature be your only care. 

Ver. 70. tJnerfing Nature, ftill divinely bright, 

One clear, unchanged, and univerfal light. 

This noble couplet may poffibly be indebted to Rof* 

commor!^ Eflay : 

Truth Jim is one : Truth is divinely bright i 

No cloudy doubts obfcure her native light. 

And a little before : 

£ A purti 
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A pu^e, an a£i:ive, an aufpicious flame ' 
. And bright as heav'n, from whence the blefling came. 

Vcr. 74. This couplet is poHfhed to great perfeftion 
from the rudcnefs of the firft effort : 

That art is heft, which moft refembles her ; 
Which ftiH prefidcs, yet never does appear, 

Vcr. 76. He firft gave " the ff rightly foul j" thea 
*^ thtfecret foul," which rendered ufelefs ver. 79. quotei 
below. Still, perhaps, the two claufes of ver. 77. 

With fpirits feeds, with vigour fills the whole ; 
are neither fufficiently diftinft, nof correfpondent to th<t 
prefent epithet inf arming. Thus ? 

In fome fair body thus the ^r/]g-Af^ foul 

Informs^ invigoratesy and feeds the whole. 

Ver. 79. Itfelf unfeen, but in th' efFe^s remains. 

The paflage from Ovid is thus prettily rendered by Addifon : 
The caufe is fecret, but th' efFe£t is known ; 

and thus exprelTed by Cowley ^ David, ii. 25J 
The manner how lies hid, th' efie£t we fec# 

Ver. 85. Reftrain his fury, than provoke his fpecd. 

B. Jonfon\ Epigram to the Earl of Newcajile : 

When firft, my lord, I faw you back your horfe, 
' Provoke bis mettle^ and. command his force : 
and fValler in his Panegyric, nearly in the fame words r 
Provoke their courage^ and command their rage. 

Ver. 90, He wrote originally : 

Nature, like monarchy : 
which he judicioufly changed for liberty ; becaufe to a 
limited monarch laws are prefcribed by others, and not 
impofcd on itfelf* 

Ver. 96. 
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Ver. 96* Hdd from afar, aloft, th' immortal prize. 
And urg'd the reft by equal fteps^to rife. 

The writer of the Epiftle to Uic Hebrfcws has an ini- 
mitabiy fine paiTage of this kind in chap. xii. vet. i — i}. 
on which I have defcanttd at large in my Silva Criticd^ 
torn. v.j)p. 150, 151. And our poet iollovrs DrjdeM 
at the end of his Art of Poetry : 

And a/ar off bold up the glorious prize. 

Ver* 98. It ftood originally : 

From great examples ufeful rules were given : 
which, as it breaks in foihe meafure the continuity of the 
conftrucJion was well fupplanted, I think, by the prefent 
reading. 

Ver. 100. This entire paffage feems to be conftrufted 
on fome remarks of Dryden, in his Dedication to Ovid: 
" Formerly the critics were quite another fpecies of men- 
*^ They were defenders of poets, and commentators on 
" their works; to illnftrate obfcure beautieS) to place 
" fome paflages in a better light, to redeem others from 
" maKcious interpretations; to help out an author's 
** modefty, who is liot oftentatious of his wit j and, in 
** (hort, to (hield him from the ill-nature of thofd fellows, 
" who were then called Zoilt and Momiy and now take 
" upon themfelves the venerable name of Cenfors.-^ Are 
" our auxiliary forces turned our enemies ? — Are thefe 
** become rebels of flaves, and ufurpers of fub]e£ks ; ot^ 
" to fpealc in the moft honourable terms of them, arc 
** they from our feconds become principals againft us ?" 

Ver. 102. Then criticifm the Mufe's handmaid prov'd, 
To drefs her charms. 

Montaigne fomewhere obferves, with his tifual quaintnefs, 
that " critics are the bruftiers of authors* cloaths." W. 

E a Ver. 105, 
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Ver. 105. After this verfe followed another, to com- 
plete the triplet, in the firft impreflions : 

Set up themfeives, and drove a fep'rate trade : 
which feems to me not unfuitable to the familiar illuftra-' 
tions of a didactic poem,-nor of fuperior levity and play- 
f ulnefs to many other fpecimens in this EfTay ; and yet, 
I prefume, a fufpicion of this nature occaiioned it's fup- 
predion. 

Ver. 118. This addrefs is in the fpirit of Boileau^ 
r Art Poet. i. 7. 
'0 vous doncy qui brulant d'une ardeur perilleufe — 

Ver. 127. And trace the Mufes upward to their fprng. 

DrydeYiy Virg. Geo. iv. 408. 

And upward follow Fame's immortal fpring. 

Ver. 142. For there's a happinefs as well as care. 

The Epilogue to Drydtn\ Aureng-Zebe: 
But, after all, a poet muft confefs 
His art's, like phyfick, but a happy guefs. 

Ver. 144. — namelefs graces, which no methods teach. 

A writer in Dryden's Mifcellanies, ii. p. 343. 
Ah ! where the namelefs graces^ that were feen 
In all thy motions, and thy mien ? 

Ver. 150. In what edition Dr. War ton found this 
couplet immediately precede ver. 154, 155, fo as to give 
occafion to his cenfure, I have not been able to difcover. 
All, that have fallen under my notice, from the earlieft 
to the latcft,, exhibit the prefent arrangement of the 
paflage, except the very laft of all, which accompanies 
the life by Dr. Johnfon. 

Ver. 152. Great wits fometimes may glorioufly oiFend. 

So 
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So Dryden^ in Aureng-Zebc : 
Mean foul ! and dar'ft not glorioujiy offend ? S- 

Ver. 1 54. From vulgar bounds with brave diforder part, 
And fnatch a grace beyond the reach of art. 

This ingenious and lively couplet, as well as the pre- 
ceding, not inferior in merit, are a confiderable improve- 
ment on fome lines of Dryden in his Art of Poetry, 
Canto iv. 
'Tis he will tell you to what noble height 
A generous Mufe may fometimes take her flight ; 
When, too much fetter'd with the rules of art, 
Mzj/rom her ftrifter bounds and limits part. 

Ver. 160. Another couplet originally followed here; 
and the propriety of fuppreffing it may, perhaps, be rca- 
fonably doubted : 

But care in poetry muft ftill be had : 

It alks difcretion ev^n in running mad : 
which is the infanire cum rationey taken from Terence by 
Horace^ at Sat. ii. 3. 271. 

Ver. 179. Thofe oft are ftratagcms, which errors fccm. 

Agreably to a remark of Rofcomn\Qn\ in his EflTay : 
For I miftake, or far the greateft part 
Of what fome call negleft, was ftudy'd art. 

Ver. 1 82. Still green with bays each ancient altar Hands, 
Above the reach of facrilegious hands. 

So Rofccmmon's epilogue to Alexander the Great : 
Secured by higher powers cxalted7?i?;irfj 
Above the reach of facrilpgioyis hands. 

Vtx. 184. I like the original verfe better : 
Peftrufiive war, and all-devouring age : 
9S in a metaphor much more pcrfpicuous and fpccific. 

E3 Ver. 188. 
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. Ver. 1 88. And fill the general chorus of mankind. 

Thus in a poem of dubious authority on the Fear of 
^ Death, af<:ribed to the Duki ^ Wharim : 

There. rival chiefe combine 

To Jin the general chorus of her reign. 

Ver. 193. Nations unborn your mighty names Ihal! found, 
And worlds applaud ^at mud not jet be found ! 

An imitation of Cowley^ David, ii. 833. 

Round the whole earth his dreaded name Jhall foundy 

And reach to worlds that mujl mt yet he found. 
The reader will be reminded alfo of Grafs Ode on the 
Indallation : 

Here fit the fainted fage, the bard divine, 
The fewj whom Genius gave to fhine 

Through every unborn age, and undifcovcred clime*^ * . 

Ver. 195. O may fome fpark of your caeleftial fire 

The laft, the meaneft, of your fons infpire. 

Not unlike Dryden. Virg'. -ZEn. vii. 52. 
Now, Erato, thy poet's mind infpirey 
And fidl his foul With thy calefiM fire% ' 

Ver. 219. Fir'd at firft fight with what the Mufe impart;!!. 

The original flate of this verfe (hews among other in- 
ftances with what care our corredl author banifht, from 
his works the feeble forms of expreffio'nj which occur fo 
often in the poetry of his predecefTors and contempora-^ 
ries. 

Fir'd with the charms fair Science does impart. 
And yet lefs is gain'd than w& (COulA wifh ': for, though 
does is rtmo\t^i,wiih whfi^ is aibM94^9% lefs^ dignifvcd 
and graceful than the fojppi^, ^^^^^X^ii^whk. th^ cht^rn^. 

Ver. 220, 
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Ver. 220. In fearlefs youth we tempt tlie heights of arts. 

Dryderi'i in the State of Innocence, hSt i. Scene i. 
Nor need we tertipt thofe heightsj which Angels fce^p. 

Ver. 230. The paflage of Silius Italicus^ pointed out 
as reTembling this, is thus tranflated by Addifon in his 
Travels : 
From fteep to fteep the troops advanced with pain, 
In hopes at laft the topinbft cliff to gairt : 
But ftlU by hew afcents the nooutitain grew. 
And a frefli toil prefented to their view. W. 

Ver. 240. Corre6Hy cold, and i-egularly low. 

Verfes on the Death of Oldham^ in Drydeiii Mifcella- 
nies, ii. p. 282. 

Vet art he us'dj where ait tould ufeful be, 

And fweated not to be corre^ly dull. 
And, in the fame fpiHt, the prologue to the Royal 
Martyr : 

And he, who ferrilely creeps after fcrife, 

Is fafe, but ne'er will reach an excellence. 

Ver. 243. tn wit, as nature, what affefts our hearts, 
Is not th' exadlnefs of peculiar parts ; 
'Tis not a lip, or eye, we beauty call. 
But the joint force anrf full refiilt of all. 

This feems Un improvement oft fome lines in DryderC^ 

Art of Poetry, Canto 1. 
'Tis not enough, when fwarming faults are writ, 
That here and tbere are fcattered fparks of wit ; 
Each obje£l iliuft be fix'd in the due place. 
And differing parts have correfponding grace : 
Till, by a curious att difposTd,- '^e find 
One perfeft whole, of all the pieces join'd. 

E 4 Compare 
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Compare our author's imitations of Horace, l^pift. iu 

I. HI. 

Vcr. 254. Thinks whsttneVr was, nor i»» nor e'er ihaUbe« 

Ovid, Met. XV. 445. 

Quanta nee eft, nee erit, nee vif^ priorlbus annis^ 
Greater thjin what /er wasy or is^ or e^er Jhall be. 

Dryden, W, 

Ver. 283. So vaft a throng the ftage c^n ne'er contain. 
The words were differently arranged in the. firft impreC« 
£ons, thus 3 

The ftagc can ne*er fo V3^ft a throng contain. 
But the moft powerful caefura of the verfe was very 
judicioufly tranfpofed to a more efficient term, forrepofe. 

Ver. 299.. Something, whofe truth, convinc'd at fight, 
we find J 
That gives us back th^ image of our mind. 

•-* In the charadler of his Elegy, I rejoice to concur with 
<* the common reader: for by the common fenfc of 
<* readers, uncorrupted with literary prejudices, after all 
** the refinements of fubtlety and the dogmatifm. of 
*^ learning, muft be finally decided all claim to poetical 
<* honours. The Church-yard abounds with images^ 
<* which find a mirrour in every mind ; and with fenti^ 
** ments, to which every bofom returns an echo. Thp 
** four ftanzas beginning, yet ev^n ihefe bonesy are to me 
<* original : 1 have never feen the notions in any other 
^* place : yet he, that reads them here, perfuades him- 
<^ felf that he has always felt them." JohnforCs Life of 
Gray. 

Ycr. 303. For works may have more wit than does 'ein 
good. 
As bodies perifli thro* exccfs of blood* 

The 
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The thougiit is in Hamlet : 
For goodnefs, growing to a plcurify. 
Dies in his own too much. 
In the edition of Shakfpearc, publilhed in 1793? ^ ^^ 
ferve that Afcham has a thought very (imilar to Pope's. 
•• Twenty to one offend more in writing too much, 
^ then to litle : even as twenty fall into fickneiTe, 
•* rather by over much fulnes, then by any lacke or 
« emptinefle." The Schole-Mafter, 4to. Bl. L. fol. 43. 
In a copy of our poet's works which once belonged to 
the late Mr. Cole, I find the fucceeding remark appended 
to this couplet. ** The 90th Article of the Memoircs 
•* of Trevoux, for Auguft, 17 17, p. 1244. is an abridge- 
" ment of a book in titled in French, Eflai fur la Cri- 
♦* tique, imite de TAnglois de Mr. Pope, fome part of 
♦* which is pretty enough, efpecialljr where he gives the 
•* different characters of ourfclves, and fome of our 
** neighbours in thefc words, p. 1253. 

** Le dlrai-je en deux mots, fans etre fatyriquc, 

♦* Le Batave e(l groflSer, PEfpagnol hydropique^ 

^ Le Fran9ois un fquelette orne de beaux habits^ 

" L'ltalien brill^nt n'offre que des rubis, 

*^ L'Allemand fait toujours un compilateur fade, 

" Et de trop d'embonpeint I'Anglois feul eft malade ; 

" L'cxces d'cfprit le rend a foi mcme inegal : 

^* AinC le trop de fang eft fouvent un grand mal." W. 

Vcr. 350 Where'er you find « the cooling Weftern 
breeze," 
In the next line, " it wliifpers thro* the trees." 
If chryftal ftreams " with pleafing murmurs 

creep," 
The reader's thrcaten'd, not in vain, with " lleep^" 

Thus Gariby in the earlier editions of the Difpenfary : 

Soon 
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Soon as with gentle fighs tbe tv^nhig hreet&i 
Begun to whifper thro* tht murm'ring trees. 
Thefe verfes were afterwards rcjeded, probaWjr on ac- 
count of Pope^s farcafm. W. . 

Hopkins^ tranflation of Ovid's MetaTriorpbofel* book-xi. 
No tame nor favage beaft dwells there ; no bree%e 
Shakes the ftill boughs, or whifpers tbro' the trees : . 
Yet from the rock a filvcr fpring iows down. 
Which, purling o'er the ftones, glides gently on ^ . 
Here ez&cjireams-with pleajing murmurs creepy 
At once inviting, and affiftirigyZr^?^. 

Ver. 357. That, like a wounded fnake, drags its flow 
length along, 

Dryderty in his Annus Mirabalis, ftanza 123. 
So glides the trodden ferpent on the grafs. 
And long behind his wounded volume trails. 

Ver. 365. The found muft feem an echo to the fdnfe* 

This is varied from Rofcommony in his Effay : 
SiibHmc or low, unbended or intenfe, / 
Thejound isjiill a comment to the fenfe. 

Ver. 378. Now his fierce eyes with fparkling fury glow^ 

The mafter faw the madnefs rife \ 

His glowing cheeks, his ardent eyes. Dryden. 

Ver. 379. Now fighs fleal out, and tears begin to flow. 

And, now and then, ^figh htjiole^ 

And tears began to flow. Dfyden. 

pointed out alfo by Mr. fVhltc. 

Ver. 381. And the world's viiElorftoodiubducd by found. 
Drydeny in the fame 0dc : 
' The vanquijh^d viifor funk upon her bread. 

Ver. 393. , 
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Vcr. 39J« Dulnef^ i» ever apt to magnify. 

Hence our poet, of this Goddefs, in Dunciadi i. 262. 
A veil of fogs dilates her awful facie. S. 

Ver. 399. And force that fun but on a part to fhinc. 

A beauty derived from that glorious paflage in Matthew* % 
Gofpel, V. 45. " That ye may be the children of your 
" father, which is in heaven : for he maketh his fun to . 
** rife on the evil and on the good, and fendeth rain on the 
" juft and on the unjuft.*' To which text there is an 
allufion alfo in the Rape of the Lock, ii* 14. 

And, like the fun, they ihine on all alike. 
Where he fhould have written " as the fun," both for 
correfpondence to the preceding verfe, and becaufe of the 
fame word immediately following in the fame line. 

Ver. 418. What woful fluff this madrigal would be,* 
In forae ftarv'd hackney fonneteer or me ? 

Our own days have furnifhed a very delegable and cu^ 
rious example of the juftice of this remark. When Dr. 
tJorfley^ the prefent Bifliop of Rochefler^ kindly took 
upon himfelf the office of publiflier to the fermons of his 
deceafed friend Mr. Matj^ (who was not unrnfeftcd with 
heretical pravities) he very benevolently apologized to 
the public for the theological exercitations of his friend 
as the v^«/fl/ performances of a young divine. Now it fo 
fortuned, that feveral fermons of Archbifhop Seeker were 
included in the volume : a prelate, beyond all contro- 
verfy, one of the mofl meritorious of his countrymen in 
this fpecies of compofition \ Whether our right reverend 
editor were regardlefs of his friend and the public, or de- 
fe£live in his dlfcrirtiinative powers, it is not for me, one 
of tlie profane vul^ar^ to determine. • 

Ver. 445. 



6o OBSERVATIONS 

Ver. 445. Amidft their kindred cobwebs in Di^ck-tanes 
that is, cobwebs allied to thofe, which formerly cnvclopt 
the brains of thefe mifty theologians; Butler^ part i- 
canto r. 

For he a rope of fand could twift 

As tough as learned Sorbonift, 

And weave fine cobwebs^ fit ioxfcull 

That's empty when the moon is fulK 

Ver. 455. When we but praife ourfelves in other men. 
Dryden^s CEdipus, Aft i. Scene I. 

That thoughtlefs fex is caught by outward fornix 
And empty noife ; and loves ttfclf in man. S. 

Ver. 461. For rifing merit will buoy up at laft. 

The epithet rifing with the word buoy is feeble and re- 
dundant. Though a much more poetical turn might be 
given to the line, I fliould prefer even ^^«tt/«^ merit to 
the prefent reading. 

Ver. 462. Might he return, and blefs once more our eyes. 
Dry den himfelf, Virg. Geo. iv. 729. 

But fhe return d no more, to blefs his longing eyes: 
by which model I would reform our poet's verfe, and 
banifli the fuperfluity of expreffion, thus : 

Might he return, to blefs our longing eyes. 

Ver. 463. New Blackmores and new Milbourns muft arif©. 

In the firft imprelTion, the verfe flood thus: 

New S s and new M r— ns muft arife: 

that is, new Shbdwells. The great poet's inveSivc on 
the two prefent pofTefTors of the line, in his preface to 
Chaucer^ Tales, p. xliv, is moft whimfically ingenious 
and farcaftically bitter. . If it divert the reader, as it 

ha^ 
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lias diverted me, I fliall think myfelf recompenfed for 
the dreadful tedioufnefs of tranfcription. 
• " Milbourn, who is in .orders, pretends amongft the 
" reft this quarrel to me, that I have fallen foul on 
"' priefthood. If I have, I am only to alk pardon of 
•* good priefts ; and am afraid his part of the reparation 
" will come to little. I contemn him too much to enter 
^ into competition with him. His own tranilations of 
* Virgil have anfwered his criticifms on mine. It looks 
** as if I had defired him underhand to write fo ill again d 
** me : but, upon my honeft word, I have not bribed 
" him to do me this fervice, and am wholly guiltlefs of 
** his pamphlet. 'Tis true, I fhould be glad, if I could 
*^ perfuadc him to continue his good offices : for I find 
** by experience he has a great ftroke with the reader, 
" when he condemns any of my poems, co make the 
^* world have a better opinion of them. His account of 
" my manners and my principles is of a piece with his 
^ cavils and his poetry : and fo I have done with him 
<« for ever/' 

•* As for the City-Bard, or Knight Phyfician, I hear 
^ his quarrel to me is, that I was the author of Abfalom 
** and . Achitophel ; which he thinks is a little hard on 
" his fanatic patrons in London. But I will deal the 
** more civilly with his two poems, becaufe nothing ill is 
" to be fpoken of the dead : and, therefore, peace be to 
** the manes of his Arthurs!" 

The following ludicrous, but fatirical account of Sir 
Richard was given by Dr. Drake ; which the reader, who 
keeps his mind difengaged from the merits of thcfe unim- 
portant bickerings, will fee with pleafure. 
By nature formd, by want a pedant made, 
Blackmore at firft fet up the whipping trade. 

Next 
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Next quack commenc*d : then, fierce with pride, he 

fwore, 
That tooth-ach, gout, and corns, fhould be no mote. 
In vain his drugs, as well as birch, he tried : 
His boys grew blockheads, and his patients died. 

Ver. 479. When patriarch wits forviv'd a'thoufand yearSi. 
A very elegant and pleafing allufion to the longevity of 
the Antediluvians, as recorded in the book of Geneii&. 

Ver. 498. Like fome fair fiow*r the early fpring fuppTies, 
That gaily blooms, but ev'n in blooming dies. 

DryderCs elegy on the death of Amyntas : 
E'er mortals all his beauties could furvey, 
Juft like the flow'r that buds and withers in a day. S. 

Ver. 503. And flill, the more we give, the more required. 

He complains of this infelicity of wit with refpcft to him- 
felf, in his Prologue to the Satires, ver. 271. 

Why am I afk'd, what next (hall fee the light ? 

Heav*ns ! was I born for nothing but to write ? 

Has life — 

Ver. 529. Nor fear a dearth in thefe flagitious tlmes- 

Jtivenal^ fat. i» 87. 

Et quando uberior vitiorum copia ? 

And when did Vice more plenteous crops produce ? 

Ver. 530. No pardon vile obfcenity (hould find, 

Though wit and art confpire to move your mind. 

This refembles Waller^ in his' verfes to Rofcommon : 
Chafte moral writing we may learn from hence, 
Neglefl: of which no wit can recompenfe. 
And fuch a manly and ingenuous cenfure from a culprit 
in this way, as in the cafe of Pope, is entitled to great 

praife j 
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praife ; and finely illuftrates the confefGon of Medea in 
Euripides : 

Km fjuxvkam fjuv oia rohfJty\9'0) xcucat 

videameliora, proboque; 

Deteriora fequor. Chid. Met. 

I fee the right, and I approve it too ; 

Condemn the wrong, and yet the wrong purfue. Tatt. 

Ver. 544. And virgins fnaird at what they bluflj'd before. , 

There is a defe£k of conftru£lion in this line, of which 
numerous examples may be found in our bed wtiters, 
not aware of the neceffity of repeating the prepojitlon : 
" And virgins fmiled at what they bluftied at before." 
Thus ? 

And virgins fmil'd, where virgins blufht before- 

Ver. 545. ■ » ■ '■ ■ — bold Socinus. 

This appears to be a (landing epithet with verfemen and 
profemen for Socinus and his followers : whether juftly 
in the former application I cannot pronounce, as no man 
can know much lefs of the Poliji hcrefiarch than myfelf. 
Thus Blackwal/j in his Sacred Claffics, vol. i. p. 299. 
«' Bold and conceited Socinians :" and " Enjedin, a' 
« iffWSocinian," occurs in the index to the fame verbofe 
performance of that bluftering and pedantic coxcomb,, 
which may be aptly charaderifed in the words of ButUr: 

That, like a wen, looks big and fwells, 

Is felnfelefs, and juft nothing elfe. 
The two lines, here omitted, ftood thus in the Mifcel- 
lanies : 

Then firft the Belgian morals were cxtoU'd j 

We their religion had, and they our gold. 

Ver. 546. Then unbelieving pre s refbrm'd the nation. 

8 He 
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He had Burnet in view ; and in the next line, Kenket 3 
who was accufed of having faid, in a funeral fcrmon on 
fome nobleman, that ^^ finners, if they were men bf 
'^ parts, repented more fpeedily andefie£lually than dull 
« rafcals." Dr. Jortin. 

Ven 54.7. And taught more pleafant methods of falvation. 

One of thefe pleafant methods feems to have prevailed 
in times fomewhat earlier, if South^s teftimony of the 
republican devotees in Oliver*s days may be accepted : 
vol. V, ferm. i. " fVomeriy running in whole ihoals to 
" conventicles, to feek Chrift forfooth! but to find fome 
« body elfer 

Ver. 551. Thefe fevere reflexions might be in part 
provoked by the zeal of a Popifli recufant for his church 
again ft the controverfialifts in King William's days, fo 
formidable to the Catholic fupremacy : and fame irrita- 
bility mi^ht naturally be expefted from men fo " taxed 
*^ and fined for hereditary right," as he elfewhere ex-* 
prefles it, in that reign. 

Ver. 559. As all looks yellow to the jaundic'd eye. 

So Drydefty in his dedication to Ovid: "There is too 
** often a jaundice in the eyes of great men : they fee not 
" thofe, whom they raife, in the fame colours with 
** other men. All, whom' they afTeft, look golden to 
" them ; when the gilding is only in their own diftem* 
« pered fight." 

Ver. 571. And make each day a critique on thepaft* 

Drydcns Art of Poetry, canto i. 

The public cenfure for your writings fear, 
And to yourfelf be critic moft fevere. 

Ver. 57a 
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Ver. 572 578. Much delicacy and refinement of 

feeling, blended with equal kindnefs and humanity, ate 
difcoverable in thefe fix verfes ; fuggcfted by generofity 
of foul and a deep infight into the human chara£):er. 

Ver. 583. Thofe beft can bear reproof who merit praife. 

The reader, if he pleafe, may fee this juft maxim exem* 
plified in Hippocrates and others, in Remark xxx. of my 
Evidences of Chriftianity, 2d edition. 

•Ver. 607. Ev'n to the dregs and fqueezings of the brain, 
Drydtif% Aureng-Zebe : 
The dregs and droppings of enervate love. S. 

Ver. 609. And rhime with all the rage of impotence. 

Virgil^ Geo. iii. 99. pointed out alfo by Mr. White : 
Ut quondam in ftipulis magnus fine viribus ignis 
Incaffum furit. 
Like kindled ftraw, with great, but harmlefs, flame. 

Lauderdale. 

Ver. 623. Nor is Paul's church more fafe than Paul's 
church-yard. 

The propriety of the fpecification in this proverbial 
remark is founded on a circumftance fto longer exifting in 
our poet's time, and derived therefore by him from older 
writers. ** In the reigns of James I. and Charles I. (fays 
« Pennant in his London, p. 382.) the body of St. Paur^ 
^^ cathedral was the common refort of the politicians, the 
" news-mongersj and idle' in general. It was called 
" PauPs walkf and the frequenters known by the name of 
« PauPs walkers : kc." 

" England need fear no outward enemies. The lufty 
** lads verily be in England. I have feen on a Sunday 

F ** more 
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** more Wkely' men' ivaf ting in S/. PauPs churchy than t 
** ever yet faW in Augufta." Jfcham*s Letters. 

• Ver. 627. It flill looks home, and fliort excurilons makes. 

As Virgil J Geo. iv. 1 94. 
' Excurfu5(\\iQ breves ten tan t— — i 

Nqt forage far, h\itJhort excurjtons make* Dry den. 
Below, ver. 738. our poet comes ftill clofer to FirgiP% 
words : 

But in low numbers J?)ort excurjions tries. 

Ver. 637. Who to a friend his faults can freely ihew. 

Dryden^ in his Art of Poetry, canto i. 

A faithful friend is careful of your fame^ 
. And freely will your hcedlefs errors blame. 

Ver. 652. — . and ftood convinc'd 'twas fit, 

Who conquered Nature, fliould preiide o'er wit. 

Much in the fame ftrain Carew of Donne : 
. Here lies a king, that rul'd as he thought fit 
The univerfal monarchy of wit. 

Ver. 673. This couplet is much poUflied from the 
rudcnefs of the original draught in the Mifcellanies, as 
follows : 
Npr thus alone the curious eye to pleafe. 
But to be found, when need requires, with eafc. 

Ver. 679. Whofe own example ftrengthens all his laws, 
And is himfelf that great fublime he draws. 

This couplet feems indebted alfo to the Prologue of 
Dryden*s Tempeft, fpeaking of Shakfpeare : 

He, monarch-like, gave thofe his fubjefls law ; 

jfnd is that Nature, which they paint and draw. 

Ver. 691. 
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» Vtr. 691. A fecond deluge learning thus o'er ruuj 

And the Monks finifli'd what the Goths begun* 

A couplet^ modelled) perhaps, from one in Ro/common*s 

eflay : 

And, by fucceffion of unleatned timesi 

As. Bards began, fo Monks rung on the chimes* 

Ver. 679. — — in Leo's golden days, 

" The bifliops Jovius and Vidaj not to mention tii 
'^ endlefs number of ingenious ecclefiaftics, who flou- 
'^' rifhed on the other fide of the Alps, in the golden age 
*^ (as the Italians call it) of Leo the Tenth ; and wrote^ 
" both in their own language axid the Latin^ after the beft 
^ models of antiquity." Minute Fhilofopher» dial, r* 

Ver. 698. Starts from her trance, and trims her withered 
bays. 

The Prologue to Dryden^s Troilus and Creffida i 
About whofe wreaths the vulgar poets ftrive^ 
And with a touch their withered bays revive* 

Ver. 702. Stones leapM to form, ■ ■ i 

Drydeuy in his Religio Laici : 
Or various atoms, interfering dance^ 
Leaped into form ; the noble work of chance \ 

as our poet above, in ver. 486. of this cflay : * 

Where a new world leaps out at his command* 

The term owes it's origin, I prefume, to the fabled efFe^ls 

of the mufic of Amphion on the Jiones of Thebes; 

Ver; 705. Immortal Vida! on whofe honoured brow 
• The poet's bays and critic's ivy grow. 

PFaller to my Lord of Falkland, 

' ■■■ ■ • ■ ■ — longing to twill 

Bays with that ivy^ which fo early kift 

Thy youthful temples* 

F a 
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In both paflages there fubfifts a general refemblancc ta 
Vtrgily Eel. viii. 1.2. whence they derive their origin : 

— ' — atque hapc fine tempora circum 

Inter viftrices ederam tibi ferpere lauros. 
Amidft thy laurels let this ivy twine. 

Ver. 708. As next in place to Mantua, next in fame. 

Cooper's Hill: 
Like him in birtbi thou Qiould'il be like in fame* 



THE RAPE OF THE LOCK. ' 



^ CANTO I. 

VER. 3. This verfc to Caryl, Mufe, is due. 

Of this Sir jfohn Caryl, who tranflated alfo one of 
OvitTs epiftles and the firft eclogue of FirgUy fome 
account is given in Nichols' Selefl: Colle£^ion of Poems, 
vol. ii. p. I. ' 

Ver. 5. Slight is the fubjeft, but not fo the praife. 
If file infpire, and he approve my lays. 

Sedlfy'*s verfion of the paffage imitated in Firgil runs thus : 
The fubjc^^s humble, but not fo the praife^ 
If any Mufe affift the poet's lays. 

Ver. 13. Sol through white curtains fhot a tim'rous ray. 

He feems to have thought on Crajhaw^ who thus begins 
a hymn to Mary in drains of Infipidity herfclf: 

Hail ! moft high, moft humble one ! 

Above the world, below thy fou ! ^ 

Whofe blufli the moon beauteoufly marreSi 

And fiains the timerous light ofjiars. 

Ver. 26. 



ON POP£. 69 

Ver. 26. And thus in whifpcrs faid^ of fecm'd tf^%« . 

After the manner of Virgil^ Mn. ti. 454.« 
Jut videi^ aut vidiffi putat, per nubila hifiam :' 
As one, who fees^ or thinks he faw, the mootu 

Ver. 31, Of airy elves by moon-light fhadows feen, 
The filver token, and the circled green. 

Dryden^ in his Hind and Panthcr> part i. , . 

As, where in fields the fairy rounds are feen, 

A rank four herbage rifes on the green \ 

So, fpringing where thofe midnight ehes adrance. 

Rebellion prints the footfteps of the dance. 
Drayton J in his Nymphidia : 

And in their courfes make that round, 

In meadows- and in maHhes found, 

Of them fo call'd the Fai^y ground. 

Ver. 44. hover round the ring: 

that is, the ring in Hyde^Park. So canto iy. ver. 117. 
Sooner Qiall grafs in Hyde^Park circus gr^w. S. 

Ver. 5 1 . Think not, when woman's traniient breath is fied, 
That all her vanities at once are dead. 

Epilogue to Drydens Tyramiick Love : 

For, after death, we fprites have juft fuch natures 
We had, for all the world, when humcan creatures. S. 

Ver. 66. in the fields «f air. 

Drummondx i. fonnet 5. 
In air's large JiMi of light. 

Ver. 68. This is, congenial with an incomparable 
paflage in Comus^ ver. 453. ftrongly fymptomatic of the 
purity of k's author's mind : ^ 

F 3* ' ■ ^ • • So 
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So dear to hcav'n is. faintly chaftity. 
That when a foul is .found fincerely fo, 
A thoufand liveried angels lackey her, 
Driviog far off each thing of fin and guilt ; 
And in clear^ dream and folemn vifionj^ 
Tell her of things that no grofs ear can hear ; 
Till oft converfe with heavenly habitants 
Begin to caft a beam on th' outward (hapei 
The unpolluted temple of the mind, 
And turns it by degrees to the fouPs eflencc. 
Till all be made immortal. 

Vcr. 77. 'Tis but their Sylph, the wife celeftials know^ 
Though Honour is the word with men Ijelow, 

Dryden, Hind and Panther, jd p.ar^ : 

Immortal pow'rs the terni of Con faience knov^ 
But Int^reft is her name with men below . W. 

And Iliad i. 

So call'd in heav'n, but mortal men below 
By his terreftrial name jEgeon know. 

Vcr. 95. What tender maid but muft a viftim izLl 
To one man's treat, but for another*s ball ? 

Lady Montague^ in her epiftle to Lord B : 

Your Chloe 'S bloom had made you certain prize. 
But for a fide-long glance from Celia's eyes. 

Ver. 112. Warn'd by thy Sylph, oh pious maid! beware. 

DrydetCs State of Innocence, A61 iv. Scene i. 

■ Thus warned by usj beware. 

And guide her frailty by thy timely care : 

conftruSed on Par. Loft, viii. 638. 

Vcr. 113. This to difclofc is all thy guardkn can : 
from Virgily Mn* iii. 461. 

H^ec 
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Haec fant, qux nodra liceat te voce moneri. 

This is what Heaven allows me to relate. Dryden* 

Ver. 122. Each filver vafe in myftic order laid. 

That epithet myjiu prepares the reader, with moft happy 
introdu£iion, to Aide with imperceptible gradation into 
the religious imagery of the fubfequent defcription. 

Ver. 125. A heav'niy image in the glafs appears, 

To that flie bends, to that her eyes fhe rears. 

In the fame elegant drain, Lady Mdntague^s Town 
Eclogue for Friday, by fome attributed to Gay : 

Nor at the window all her morning pafs. 

Or at the dumb devotion of her giafs^ 

Ver. 1 34. And all Arabia breathes from yonder box. 

Luciarij Amor. fe£t. 39. owoaai^ i's apkBtv ri fjLzT^auva x^ixn 
vofu^eraty rov yiyaanHorm 5rx»Tov ei; raurnv avaXia-Kaciv^ o^nv 
AfoSiav a-^^iiov vt ruv rftxuv aTfo'jrvsHa'ai. " But thofe 
^ women, that are contented with their own black hair, 
" confume all their hufbands* wealth upon it, breathing 
" almoft all jlrabia from their locks." 

CANTO 11. 

Ver. I. In reference to this paflage Mr. fVarton fays in 

his Pleafures of Melancholy : 

: when the fated fair 

Upon the bofom bright of filver Thames 

Launches in all the ludre of brocade. 

Amid the fplendors of the laughing fun. 

The gay defcription palls' upon the fenfe, 

' And coldly ftrikes the mind with feeble blifs. 

Who can wonder at fuch a judgement from one, that 

could endure to murder the genius of Pope in fuch vile 

dcfpicablc fing-fong as this ? 

F 4 Ver. 3^ 
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Ver. 3, — the rival of his beams. 

Cariwrlght in an elegant fong : 

Whilft early light fprings from the (kies, 
A fairer from your bride does rife: 
A brighter day doth thence appear. 
And make a fecond morning there. 

Ver. 4. The firft edition, prior to the infertion of tht 
machinery^ thus connected this verfe with ver. 18. of the 
preceding canto: 

Belinda rofe ; and^ ^midft attending dames^ 
Launched on the bofom of the filver Thames, 

Ver. 14. And, like the fun, they (hinc on all alike. 

Quintilian, u 2, Vt/ol, univerfis idem lucis calorisque largi^ 

tun And ShakJ'peare: 

A lergefs univerfal, like thefun^ 

His liberal eye doth give to every one. W. 

Ver. 16. if belles had faults to hide. 

This exception is in tjiat true (lyle of elegance and ur- 
banity, which charafterifes this exquifite performance ; 
and from a fpirit, imbibed at the pure fources of clafficai 
antiquity. So FirgU'^ Geo. iv. 489. 

Ignofcenda quidem, fcirent fi ignofcere manes : 
and others, in a variety of examples. 

Ver. 27. Fair trefles man's imperial race infnare, 
And beauty draws us with a finglc hair. 

Sandys* Paraphrafe of the Song of Solomon, 164I. 

Struck with one glance of thy bright eyes ! 

One hair of thine in fetters ties. S. 
So Milton in his Latin Elegies, i. 6o« which, for geniua 
originality, and fimplicity, approximate to the charafter, 
of antiquity beyond any modern compolitions within my 
knowltdge : 

Et 
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£t dectts eximittQi frontte^ tremulosque caplllosi 
Aurea quse falbt retil tendit Amor. 

Her comely foreheadi and the waving fnare 

By Cupid woven in her golden hair. 
Waller too in his vcrfes to Mrs. Braughton : 

A thoufand Cupids in thofe curls do fit, 

Thofc curious nets thy flcndcr fingers knit. 
Sidneyin hi s Arcadia, book ii. 

Her hair fine threads of fineft gold. 

In curled knots man^s thought to hold. 
Paulus Sllentiarius has A pretty epigram, that turns en- 
tirely upon this thought, in Brunch's Analefta, ii. p, 78. 
£p\g. xxiii* to which the chflical readef is referred* 

Ver. 38. After this verfe, the firft edition ran thus, 
more fully : 
There lay the fword-knot Sylvia's hands had fewn. 
With Flavia's bulk that oft had rapp'd his own : 
A fan, a garter, half a pair of gloves. — 

Ver. 45. The pow'rs gave car, and granted half his 
pray'r; 
The reft, the winds difpers'd in empty air. 

So Dryden*s verfion of Ceyx and Alcyone, Ovid. Met. x. 
This laft petition heard of all her prayer \ ' 
The refty difpers'd by wlndsy were loft In air. 

Ver. 47. But now fecure the painted veflel glides. 

The fun-beams trembling on the floating tides. 

He might have DryderC% verfion of Vlrg. Geo. iv. 405, 
in his recolleftion. Every line of that great mailer of 
Englifli verfe feems to have been treafured in oar poet's 
memory ; and the more fo, as his ignorance of the 
learned languages, or at lead his incompetency to read 
them with fuitable facility, circumfciibed his excurfions 
ih the regions of poetic fancy. 

And 
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And where in pomp the fun-burnt pe6pfe ride* 
On painted barges, o'er the teeming tide. 
At kaft, it cannot be doubted, whether the original of 
thefe lines furnifht.the hint for that moft majeftic paf* 
fage in Gray*s fragment of an Ethic Eflay : 

What wonder, in the fultry climes, that fpread. 
Where Nile, redundant o'er his fummer-bed. 
From his broad bofom life and verdure flings. 
And broods o'er -flEgypt with his wat'ry wings, , 
If with advent'rous oar and ready fail 
. The duflcy people drive before the gale ? 
Every reader of true tafte will agree in their opinion of 
this defcription with the illuilrious biographer of it's 
author. Perhaps, the fublime image in the fourth verfe 
might be fuggeited by a couplet of t)enham*s in the 
Cooper*s-Hill, fpeaking of the Thames : 

O'er which he kindly fpreads hisfpacious wln^^ 
And hatches plenty for th' enfuing fpring. 
Upon the latter of Pope^s two vcrfes quoted above, Mr, 
White pertinently refers to Virgil., JEn. vii. 9. 
, ■ fplen^et tremulo fub lumine pontus. 

And the fea trembled with her filver light. Dryden. 

Ver. 50. And foften*d founds along the waters die* 

Drycien*s Virgin Martyr : 

And mufick dying in remottr founds, S. 

Ver. 53. All but the Sylph :— 

a parody on the beginning of the fecond and tenth books 
of the Iliad. 

Ver. j6, ■ lucid fquadrons : 

1 Fulgentes sere catervas. Virg. lEn. viii. 593. 

Ver. 59. Some to the fun their infcft wings unfold. 

Grayy 
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Gray^ whofe corrcft judgement and fine fancy mtift have 
been regaled beyond meafure with fuch perfe£lion of 
imagery and language, profited by this defcription alfo, 
in his Ode on Spring: 
Some fliew their gayly-gilded train, 
Quick-glancing to the fun. 
See the note on Windfor-Foreft, ver. 144. 

Ver. 61. Tranfparent forms, too fine for mortal fight. 

He was thinking, perhaps, of Afilton's Penferofo, ver* 14^ 

Whdfe faintly vifage is too bright 

To hit the fenfe of human fight : 
where our fublime bard palpably imitates, or rather tranf.* 
lates, a well known verfe of Horace : 

Et vultus nlmlum lubricus afpich 
So Shakfpeare in his Merry Wives of Wind for, Aft ii. 
Scene 2. " She is too bright to be look'' d again/} J* Dr. 
Chetwynd alfo has a couplet in his verfes to Rafcommon^ 
which the reader will fee with pleafure : 

Her beauties are too heavenly and refined 

For the grofs fenfes of a vulgar mind. 
The notion was derived from the Platonifts. Thus one 
of that fe6l, j^puieiusy in his treatife De Deo Socratis^ 
fpeaking of the bodies of the Djemons, with a lufcious 
luxuriance of phrafe peculiar to that writer : ** Dremo- 
" num corpora — funt— ex illo purifflmi aeris liquido et 
" fereno elemento coalita, eoque nuUi hominum temerc 
" vifibilia". — quod nulla in illis terrena foliditas locum 
** luminis occuparit, quae noftris oculis poffit obfiftere, 
" qua foliditate neceflario offenfa acies immoretur : fed 
" fila poffident corporum rara et fplendida et tenuia, 
*' ufque adeo ut radios omnes noftri tuoris et raritatc 
" transmittant, et fplendore reverberent, et fubtilitatc 
*♦ fruflrentur." 

Ver. 65. 
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Ver. 6 J. Dipt in the richeft tinfture of the fkics. 

Cowley^ in his Difcourfe on the government of Oliver 
Cromwell^ has a delicate couplet, which may properly ap- 
pear in this, place : 

His coat and flowing mantle were fo bright, 
They feem'd both made of woven filver light. 

Ver. 68. Colours that change whene'er they wave their 

wings. 

LvcrettuSt ii. 8oO. 
Pluma columbarum quo pafto in fole videtur; 
Q£ae fita cervices circum, collumque coronat : — 
Caudaque pavonis, larga cum luce repleta eft, 
Confimili mutat ratione obverfa colores. * " 

See on a pigeon's neck the plumage gleam 
"With varying radiance to the folar beam* 
See in a peacock's tall the fpangled eyes 
Each moment glance their ever-changing d'yes. 

Ver. 69. Amid the circle, on the gilded maft, 

Superior by the head, was Ariel plac*d. 

This couplet is formed from two paflages of Virgil :^ 
Mufaeum ante omnes : medium nam plurima turba 
Hunc habet, atque humeris exftantem fufpicit altis. 

iEn. vi. 667. 

Ipfe inter primos prxftanti corpore Turnus • 
Vertitur arma tencnsj et toto vertice fupra eft. 

M\u vii. 783. 

Ver. 77. the fields of aether. 

Aeris in campis: Virg. aEn. vi. 888. 

Ver. 7S. And balk and whiten in the blaze of day. 

Dryden\ State of Innocence, Adl iii. 

6 and, 
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- and, by the fun rcfin'd, 



Bafk in his heams^ and bleach me in the wind. 
The thought originally came from Virgil^ JEn. vi. 74O. 

; Alise panduntur inanes 

Sufpenfae ad ventos : aliis fub gurgitc vafto 
Infedlum eluitur fcelus, aut exuritur igni. 

Ver. 82. The vcrfe was written thus in the firft 
edition : 

Hover and catch thtjhooting ftafs by night. 

Ver. 84. Or dip their pinions in the painted bow. 

There is a ftroke'of enthufiadic fancy, not much inferior 
to this before us, in Brown's Deftruftlon of Jerufalem : 

And this once blefled houfe, where Angels came 

7o bathe their airy wings in holy flame ^ ■ 

Like a fwift vifion or a flafli of light. 

All wrapt in fire, (hall vaniih in thy fight : 
alluding, perhap}?, to Judges, xiii. 20. Compare my note 
at ver. 278. book i. of the Effay on Man. 

Ver,, 113. The drops to thee, B;illante, we confign : 

that is, her ear^drcps fet with brilliants* 

Ver. 115. Do thou, CrifpifTa, tend her fav'rite lock. 

To crifp in our earlier writers is a common wdtd for curlj 
from the Latin crifpo, 

Ver. 127. Or plung'd in lakes of bitter wafties lie, 
Or wedg'd whole ages. m a bodkin's eye. 

His own Iliad, v. 1090. 
Or pierc'd with Grecians' darts fbr ages lie, 
Condemn'd to pain, tho' fated not to die. 

Ver. 132. Shrink his thin eflence like a riveird flow'r. 

Modern 
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, Modern editions read Jhriveird : but Pope took his epi- 
thet, now obfolcte, from Dryden^ The Flower and the 
licaf : 

Then drooped the fading flow'rs, (their beauty fled) 
And clos'd their fickly eyes, and hung the head, 
And, riveVd up with heat, lay dying in their bed. W. 

Ver. 134. the whirling wheel. 

See my notes on Eurip. Here. Fur. 1301. and Soph. Phil* 
679. 

Ver. 1 36. And tremble at the fea that froths below. 

He Ihould have completed the ludicrous magnificence of 
his imagery by writing. 

And tremble at the fea ^zt foams below* 
Th^ anonymous tranflator of Ariadne to Thefeus i 

Fix'd to fome rock as \{ I there did grow, 
;^ And trembling at the waves which roll below. 

Ver. 1 39. Some thrid the mazy ringlets of her hair. 

So VirgiU ^n. vii. 353. of Alefto's fnake : Inneftitqud 
comas, " And entwines her hair/' S* 

CANTO liL 

VER. 8. Doft fometimes counfel take^— and fometimcs 

tea. 

This afTociation, of ferlous and comic fubjeQs with the 
fame verb, is one of the mod diverting ingredients of 
comic poetry. . Thus in Canto ii. ver. 107. 

Or ftain her honour — or her new brocade. 
Phasdrus, v. 2. 8. 

None conde ferrum^^-et JInguam pariter futiletri, 
Put up your weapon — and your bluftering tongue : 

— • ^ apuflage, 
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U p^fiage, which Sutler^ the grand exemplar of this 
fpecies of feftivity> feems tb have had in view at Part ii^ 
Canto 2. ver. 660. 

The knight tranfported, and the fquire. 

Put up their weapons — and their ire. 

Ver. 9« He gave originally : 
Hither our nymphs and heroes did refort. 
Compare the note on the Art of Criticifmy ver. 219, 

Ver. 21. The hungry judges fo«n the fentcnce fign, 
And wretches hang, that jurymen may dine/ 

A lively ftroke of fatiric humour ! like that of his friend 
Gay in fable 36, part i. from Garth^s Difpenfary : 

For petty rogues fubmit to fate 

That great ones may enjoy their (late. 
Anacharlis, the Scythian philofopher, laught heartily at 
Solon the Athenian, as Plutarch tells us in his Life of 
Numa, for expe£hing to reprefs the injuftice and mutual 
depredations of the citizens by laws : ** which, fays he, 
•* arc like fpiders' webs ; they hold faft the flcnder and 
" feeble^ but let the powerful and rich efcape/' 
Stobaus alfo relates a merry paiTage of Democritus, who 
cried out, as he faw a thief carried to execution, ** Poor 
^< blockhead ! to (leal fuch trifles ! Hadfl: thou had the 
" wit to become a robber on a large fcale, thou wouldft 
" have fent others to execution inftcad of being carried 
« thither thyfclf." Whence Juvenali 1.73. 

Aude aliquid brevibus Gyaris et carcere dignum, 

Si vis efTe aliquis. 

Dare treafons, murders ! if thou wifli to fit 

With credit on the treafury-bcnch, like — -- 
In the fame drain our poet himfclf originally wfote at his 
his Eifay on Man, ii, 226- 

The 
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The thief damn$ judges, and tlie knaves of ftate | 
And dyings mourns fmadl Tiliains hang'd by great. 

Ver. 41. Four knaves in garbs fuccin6l. 

The fervants, or knaves (from gnavusy I apprehend) of 
the ancients, when bent on expedition and aftivity, were 
accuftomed to fatten their flowing garments higher on 
the body with their girdles : See Heraecy Sat. ii, 8. 10. 
Luke xvii. 8. . 

Ver. 92. Juft in the jaws of ruin, and Codille. 

Virgily JEn. vi. 273. referred to by Mr. fVhltey alfo : 
Vcftibulum ante ipfum, primisque in faucibus orci. 
Juji in the gate and in the jaws of hell. Dryden, 

Ver. 99. The nymph exulting fills with flionts the iky ; 
The walls, the woods, and long canals reply. 

Virgily Geo. iii. 222. 

urgentur cornua vafto 

Cum gemitu : reboant filvseque, ct longus Olympus, 
With roarings loud they give the mutual wound ; 
While woods, and long Olympus, bellow to the found. 

Ver. 125. There feems no improvement here from the 
original reading of the couplet : 

But, when to mifchief mortals bend their mindy 
How foon fit inftrumcnts of ill they find ! 

Ver. 153. Thus, in the Mifcellanies : 

One fatal ftroke the fatal hair doth fever. 
For the reafon of alteration fee the note on ver. 9. of this 
Canto. 

Ver. 155. He wrote firft, with lefs vigour and viva-' 
city : 

The living fires come fiajhing from her eyes. 

A writer 
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A writer in the MifccUanles has a good couplet to our 

purpofe : 
His wondrous pencil, dipt in heavenly dyes, 
Gave beauty to the face, and lightning to the eyes. 

Compare our poet, Canto i. ver. 144. and v. 76. 

Ver, 158. When hufbands, or when lap-dogs, breathe 
their laft. 

This lingering fufpenfion of the verb is a capital improve-- 
ment upon the original verfe, which ilands thus in the 
Mifcellanies : 
When hufbands die^ or lap-dogs breathe their laft. 

Ver. 160. In glitt'ring duft and painted fragments lie. 

Parnellf in his Hermit : 

And glimmering fragments of a broken fun. 
A very unpoliflied verfe ! What wonder, if a l^roien fun 
hz^Q fragments ? 

Ver. 170. So long my honour, name, and praife (hall 
live. 

Lauderdale^ verfion of Virg. -^n. i. 609. borrowed by 
Drydeuy is : 

Your honour^ name^ and praife^ Ihali never die ! 
Ogilby thus renders the verfe in Virg. Eel. v» 

So long thy honor'd nanae and praife (hall laft* 
Compare our author's Paftorals, iv. 84. 

Ver. 172. And monuments, like men, fubmit to fate. 

So Juvenal exaftly, x. ijfi* 
Quandoquidem data funt ipfis quoque fata fepulchris* 

Ver. 178. ■ unrefifted fteel : 

that is, never ye /reCfted with fuccefs, and, therefore, by 
G probable 
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probable ipfcrence, irreJiJlibUy ».s tbc l«toge requirca. 
Dryden^ iEn. vi. 387. 
Want, Fear, and Famine's HnreJifteJ ra^e 

CANTO. IT. 

VER. 5. There is lefs uniformity in the rea,ding of tho 
firft edition ; which, for that reafon, pleafes me better : 
' Not ardent lover robb'd of all his blifs. 
Not ancient lady when refusM a kifs. 

Ver. 27. Here flood Ill-Nature, like an ancient maid 
With ftore of pr^yVs : 

as he remarks elfewhere : 

And beads and pray*r-books are the toys of age- 
So an elegant modern author in the Illufions of Fancy : 

Shield me^from puritanic cant 

Of faded maids, who matins haunt ; 

And, lowering o*er each lonely pew. 

At once their &ns and wi;inkl^& rue ! 

Ver. 33, Praftis'd to lifp, and hang the head afidc ; 
Faints into airs, and knguiilies with pride. 

Mr. Nevtle has made a dextrous ufe of this pai&ge In 
his imitation of JuvenaW fourteenth Satire. 
Perifla's daughter wed : you'll feel too late 
You've chofen no Lucretia for your mate : 
The mifs, who, ere twelve winters Ihe could tell. 
Knew, with refiftlefs airs, to a£l the belle; 
To lifp-i to langmjh^ heave the pra^h^djighy 
And dart fweet mifchief from the melting eye. 

.Ver. 39. A conftant vapour o'er the palace flies; 

Strange phantoms rifing, as the mifts arife. 

i^.. O.M.- •. The 
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The epithet rijing is not elegant, as anfe follows; at 
leaft the words fhould havp been of the fame formation : 
and from the diflSculty of amendment in moft of thefe 
cafes, it is clear to me, that he had been fenfible of im- 
propriety himfelf. I ftiould have liked better : 
Strange phantoms ^o^//«^, as the mills ar;fe : 
or> with the couplet differently modelled in this form : 
A miji perpetual o'er the palace flies | 
Strange phantoms riling, as the vapours rife. 

Ver, 53. Men prove with child as powVful fancy works. 
The fanciful perfon, here alluded to, was Dr. Edward 
Pellingj chaplain to feveral fucceffive monarchs. Having 
iludied himfelf into that diforder of mind vulgarly called 
the hyp, between the age of forty and fifty he imagined 
himfelf to be pregnant; and forbore all manner of ezer- 
cife, left motion (hould prove injurious to his ideal burden. 
Nor did the whim evaporate till his wife afTured h.im% 
that Ihe was really in his fuppofed condition. This lady 
was mafculine and large-boned in the extreme ; and our 
merry monarch Charles, being told of the ftrange con- 
ceit adopted by his chaplain, defired to fee her. As (he 
quitted his prefence, he exclaimed with a good round 
oath, that " If any woman could get her hufband with 
« child, it muft be Mrs. Pellingj 

I received this narrative from one of the Doftor's grand- 
daughters, who is ftill alive; and remembers, that this 
line of Po^^ was always fuppofed to have reference to 
this ftory. S. See the Supplement to Shakfpeare, 
vol. ii. p. 66o, 

Ver. 54. And maids, turn'd bottles, call aloud for corks. 

This merriment is adopted from the Loyal Subjcil of 

Beaumont and Fletcher : 

G 2 Are 
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— • — Are women now 



O* the nature of bottles^ to be ftopt with corks ? S. 

Ver. 57. '_ Hail, wayward queen! 

Who rule the fex 

Grammar demanded. 
Who rurjl the fex : 
and this impropriety runs through the pafTage : fee the 
note on his Mefliah, ver. 6. 

Ver. 67. Compare Virgil^ ^n. ix. 404 — ^410. 

Ven 94. And fierce Thaleftris fans the rifing fire, 

Dryden^ Virg. iEn. iv, 4. 

The hero's valour, a£ts, and birth, infpirc 
Her foul with love, and fan the kcrctjire. 

Ver. 96. While Hampton's echoes, ^-^/f^tf^/w/wV/ reply 'd. 

There is an epigram of Gauradas in the Greek Antho- 
logia, which gave rife, I prefume, to this playfulnefs of 
modern poets^ 

Drayton^ in his Qneft of Cynthia : 
Long wandering in the wood, faid I, - 

" O whither's Cynthia gone ?" 
When foon the Echo doth reply 
To my laft word, — " Go on." • 

Ver. 98. Originally thus : 

Combs,' bodkins, Icads^ pomatums^ to prepare ? 
The fubfeqtient infertion of verr. 10 1, 102. occadoned 
the alteration; whofe place the concluding couplet of this 
canto, with trivial variation, occupied in the Mifcella- 
nies. 

Ver. III. The repetition of then in this couplet is 
deftitute of beauty and force. I fliould prefer, 

M ! 
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jih ! how fhall I your helplcfs fame' dcfcrtd ? 
Ver. 117- A parody of Virgil^ Eel. i. 60. 

Ver. J 33. But by this lock, this facrcd lock, I fwear, 
Which never more lliall join its parted hair, 

Dryden*s vcrfion of Iliad i. 
J5«/, by th'isfcepter folemnly I fwear ^ 
fFhich never more, green leaf or growing branch (hall 
bear. 

Ver. 140. The long-contended honours of her head. 

Borrowed from Dryden*s Epiftle to Mr. Granville : ' * 
T})e long'contended honors of the field. W. 

Ver. 144. Another line, making a triplet with die 
following verfes, was originally inferted here : 
Now livid pale her cheeks, now glowing red. 

Ver. 149. Happy ! ah ten times happy ! had I been 

If Hampton-court thefe eyes had never feen- 

A parody of Virgily JEn, iv. 657. 
Felix ! heu nimium felix ! fi litora tantum 
Nunquam Dardaniae tetigiflent noftra carina ! 
Happy, alafs ! too happy I had liv'd. 
Had not the Trojan on my coaft arrivM ! Denham. . 

And there is a general rcfemblancc of this paflage to 

Mrs. Behns tranilation of OEnone to Paris : 

I might fome humble (hepherd's choice have been, 
Had I that tongue ne'er heard, thofe eyes ne'er feen : 

and to Hopkins in Dryden% Mifccllanies, v. p. 31. 
In diftant climes let me my fate deplore. 
In fome lone ifland^ on a defert fliore, 
Where I may fee your fatal charms no more. 

Ver. 158. Like rofes, that in deferts bloom and die, 
Waller^^ Song : Go, lovely rofe I 

G 3 Tell 
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Teli her that's young 
And fhuns to have her graces fpyM, 

That, hadft thou fprung 
Indefsrts^ where no men abides 
Thou muft have uncommended dyM. W. 

Ver. i6i. Originally, ^ 

'Twas this the rtorning omens did foretell: 
See the note on Canto iii. ver. 153. 

Vcr. 167. See the poor remnants of thefe flighted hairs I 

My hands ftiall rend what ev'n thy rapine fpares. 

The anonymous tranflator of Ariadne to Thefeus : 
Sec thefe few hairs yet fpar'd by grief and rage ! 
jSomc pity let thefe flowing tears engage. 

Ver. 1 7a. And in it's fellow's fate forefees it's own, 
William Bowles on the Death of Charles II. 

Three kingdoms groan 

j4nd in their ruler* sjfate bewail their own, 

CANTO V. 

VER. 10. The wife man's paiiion, and the vain man's toaft. 

Drydcn*s Abfalom and Achitophel : 
The young men's vifion, and the old men's dream. 

Ver. II. Why decked with all that land and fca afford? 
Why angels call'd, and angel-like ador'd ? 

Denham, in his verfion of the fpeech of Homer, parodied 
by our poet : 

fFhy all the tributes land and/ea affords ? — 

As gods behold us, and as gods adore ? 

Ver. 31. And truft me, dear ! good humour can prevail. 
When airs, and flights, and fcreams, and fcold- 

ing fail. 

The 
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The anonythous tiinllator of Oipid's Art of Btauty : 
But, if good humour to the laft remain, 
Ev'n age may pleafe, and Love his force retslin. 

Ver. 34. Charms ftrike the fight, but merit wins the foul. 

£» yon/on in his Silent Woman, A£l i. Scene i. has 
fome pretty lines to this fentiment : 

Give me a look, give me a face, 

That makes (implicity a grace ; 

Robes loofely flowing, hair as free : 

Such fweet negle£l mor^ taketh me, 

Than all th' adulteries of art : 

They ftrike mine eyes, but not my heart. 

Ver. 61. a living death I bear. 

Paradife Loft, x. 788. 

then in the grove, 

Or in fome other difmal place, who know* 

But I fliall die a living death ? 
Sir Philip Sidney^s Aftrophel and Stella, ftahza 6. 

Some lovers fpeak, when rfiey their Mufes entertain— 

Of living deaths, 
Drummond, part ii. fonnet 4* 

O ! wof ul life ! Life ? no : but living death i 

Frail boat of chriftal in a rocky fea. 

Ver.:6j. Thus on MaeandeJ-'s flo^'ry margm lies 
• Th* expiring fwan, and as he fings he dies. 

Dryden^s tranflation of the original paflTage has greater 
Cmplicity, and, in my judgement, more merit : 

So, on Mseander's banks, when death is nigh. 
The mournful fwan fings her own elegy. 

Ver. 78. Who fought no more than on his foe to die. 

Moft generous and manly ! But with a tacit provifo, I 
G 4 fliould 
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(hould prefume, for that exception of the confolatory 
word of undertakers, fo perpetually exhibited on hatch- 
ments, Refurgam ! 

Vcr. 103. Reftore the lock ! flie cries ; and all around, 
Reftore the lock ! the vaulted roofs rebound. 

I>ryderC% Alexander's Feaft : 

jlprefent deity I they (hout around ; 

A prefent deity! the vaulted roofs, rebound, S* 
Our poet in his St. Cecilia : 

Till the roofs all around 

The (hrill echoes rebound. 
See the note on Canto iv. ver. 96. 

Ver. 119. The courtier's promifes, and fick man's pray'rs, 
The fmiles of harlots, and the tears of heirs. 

Dryden^s CEdipus, A£t ii. 

The fmiles of courtiers^ and the harlot* s tears. 
The tradefman's oaths, and mourning of an helr^ 
Are truths, to what priefts tell. W. 

Ver. 124. Though mark'd by none but quick poetic eyes. 

Denhamy in Cooper's Hill, gave him a hint : 
'Tis ftill the fame, although their airy fliape 
All but a quick poetic Jight efcape. 

Ver. I a 7. A fudden ftar it fhot through liqujd air, 
And drew behind a radiant trail of hair : 
The heav'ns befpangling with difhevell'd light. 

Og-i/^/s vcrfion oi Virgil, Geo. i. 367. 
Shall fee bright ftars fhoot headlong through the Ikies, 
Leaving behind them a long train of light. 
Gilding a trad through fable {hades of night. ^ 

Dryden^ at the fame paflage, very elegantly : 

AnA^fhooting through the darknefs, gild che night 

With fwceping glories and long trails of light. 

And 
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As at iEneid, V. 1092. 

Defcends, and draws behind a trail of ligTit. 
Dijheveird light : that is, jubary a bunch of hair^ or a 
beam of light. 

And Swift fays, very huraoroufly, indeed, on the fup- 
pofed death of Partridge : 

No meteor, no eclipfc appeared. 

No comet with a flaniing beard. 
And in the fame ftrain with what immediately follows ia 
our poet : 

Triumphant ftar ! fome pity fhew 

To coblers milLtant; below ; 

Whom roguifh boys in ftormy nights 

Torment by p g out their lights: 

Or through a chink convey their fmoak, 

Inclos'd artificers to choak. 

Ver. 133. Our author, from an unreafonable averfion 
to a triplet, expunged a line which originally followed 
this : 

As through the moon-light (hade they nightly ftray* 

Ver. 1 36. " Rofamonda's Jake." The pond in St. James's 
Park. 

Ver. 142. Which adds new glory to the fliining fphere. 

Rowe in his Delia, /addreflcd to his wife : 
Late, very late, afcend the well-known way, 
And add new glories to the realms of day. 

Ver. 147. When thofe fair funs (hall fet, as fet they muft. 
Sidneys Arcadia, book ii. 

And faw thofe eyes, t/iofe funs, fuch fhowers to fhow. 
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ELEGY 

TO THE 

MEMORY OF AN UNFORTUNATE LADY. 



VER. I. What beckoning ghoft, along fhc moon-light 
fhade — 

Milicn's Comus, ver. 207. 

Of Galling fliapes, and heclintngjhadaws dire. 
And I obferve no variations, in the future impreflions of 
this elegy, from the original edition. Perhaps his inter- 
cft in the fubjedk rendered the poem too affefting for 
his own perufal. 

Ver. 5. Oh ever beauteous ! ev«r friendly ! tell, 

Is it a crime in heav'n to love too well ? 

• 

This was fuggefted, perhaps, by a couplet in the third 
elegy of Crajhaw ; as was remarked alfo by Mr, St€evens^ 
And I, what is my crime, I cannot tell^ 
Unlefs it be ^2 crime t* have lov^d too *ujell, 

Ver. 10. Both the fubjeft and the fentiment fecm to 
demand an iteration of one word : 
For tliofe, who greatly think, and bravely die ? 

Ver. 2 J. As into air the purer fpirits flow. 

This thought is very happily employed by General Bur- 
goyne, in verfes on the death of a young lady : 
As the pure air in cryftal prifon petit, 
Burft through its fair but brittle tenement. 
While in the duft the glitt'ring fragments lie. 
The purer aether feeks it's native iky. 

Ver. 34, And thofe love-darting eyes muft roll no more. 

So 
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So Mikorif Comus, rer. 753. 

Love- darting eyes^ or trcflcs like the morn. 

Sir Charles Sedley^ on the death of Mrs. Tempeil: 
Clos*d are thofe eyes, that furnifli'd Love with darts. 
When rebels dar'd to boaft unfettered hearts. 

Ver. 40. While the long fiin'rab blacken all the way. 

** Domus corporibus cxanimis, itinera funer'ihusy complex 
hantur :" fays Tacitus^ Annal. xvi. 13. defcribing a pefti- 
lence in Rome. W. 

Ver. 41- Lo! thee were they, whofe fouls the Furies 
fteci'd, 
And curs'd with hearts unknowing how to 
yield. 

Our poet feems to have been JFond of thefe two verfes : 
for he has repeated thens, v^ith trivial variation, in his 
Iliad, ix. 749. xxii. 447. Homer has in II. H. 205. 
r*J>j(»€iw w Toi nro^i "O! heart of ^eel /" as himfelf 
renders the words. 

Vcr. 45. So perifh all, whofe bread ne'er learn'd to glow 
For others' good, or melt at others' woe. 

From a fragment of Sir Edward Hutigerford^ according 
to a writer in the Gentleman's Magazine, for 1564. 

The foul by pure religion taught to gioiv 

At others^ good^ or melt at others^ woe. 

Ver. 51. By foreign haiids thy dying eyes were clos*d. 
By foreign hands thy decent limbs compos'd. 

The anonymous tranflator of Ariadne to Thefeus : 
Poor Ariadne ! thou muft perifli here, 
Breathe out thy foul in Jirange and hated air, 
Nor fee thy pitying mother Jhed one teat \ 

Want 
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Want a kind hand^ which thy fix* d eyes may clofe^ 
And thy ftifF limhi may decently compofe. 

Ver. 6%. Nor hallowed dirge be mutter'd o'er thy tomb, 

Dryden as irreverently fpeaks of another rite of the Chrif- 

tian church in his Don Sebaflian : 

I heard, the hooded father mumbling charms 
To make the milbelievers man and wife. 

Again, in his Sigifmonda and Guifcardo : 
And muttered faft the matrimony o'er. S. 

Ver. 65. There ftiall the morn her carlieft tears beftow. 

As Dryden in his Albion and Albanius ; 
The rofy-finger*d morn appears. 
And from her mantle (hakes her tearsy 
In promife of a glorious day. . 

Ver. 67. Angels with their filver wings— 

Tajfo, in his defcription of an angel^ i. 14. 
Oi filver wings he took a (hining pair^ 
Fringed with gold. Fair/ax. 

Ver. 75. Poets themfelves muft fall like thofe they fung. 

Flatman, on the death of Mr. Pelham Humfries : 
For you yourfelvesj that fing this mournful fong> 
Alas f eVe it be long, 
Shall, like Amintas, brcathlefs be. 
Though more forgotten in tht grave than he. 

PROLOGUE TO CATO. 



VER. -4. Live o'er each fcene, and be what they behold 

Jafper Mayne to the memory of Ben Jonfon : 
That we both fafely faw and liv'd thy fcene. 



Ver. 8. 
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Ver. S. And foes to virtue wonder 'd how they wept. 

^ The Pheraan tyrant, who had never wept over any of 
** thofe murders he had caufed among his own citizens, 
" wept when he faw a tragedy but a£led in the theatre. 
" The reafon was, his attention was caught here ; and 
" he more obferved the fuiFerings of HetUr and Andrn" 
*' mache^ than ever he had thofe of the Pherxans, and 
** more impartially j being no otherwife concerned in 
** them but as a common fpeflator. Upon this occa- 
** (ion, the principle of compaflion, implanted in human 
" nature, appeared ; overcame his habits of cruelty, broke 
** through his petrifaftion, and would fliew that it could 
** not be totally eradicated/* 

WollaJiorCs Religion ef Nature ^ k(X, vi. prop. 17. 

Ver. 1 7. Virtue confefs'd in human (hape he draws, 
What Plato thought, and godlike Cato was: 

that is, virtue vifibly and fubftantially exhibited in the 
form of Cato. Waller upon Ben Jonfon : 

But virtue too, as well as vice, is clad 

Infiejh and blood fo well, that Plato had 

Beheld^ what his high fancy once embraced, 

Virtue with colours, fpcech, and motion grac'd. 
Prologue to DryderC% Troilus and Creffida : 

See, my lov'd Britons ! fee your Shakfpeare rife^ 

An awful ghoft confefs^d to human eyes. 
Compare our poet's Moral Effays, 1. ver. 179. Indeed, 
the expreflion itfelf fcems to have been derived from 
Virgil, JEjW. ii. 

Alma parens, confejfa deam. 
With refpeft to the notion of Plato, here alluded to by 
our poet, Cicero fays, De Off. i. 5. *'Q^x (honefti forma) 
" fi oculis cerneretur, mirabiles amorcs, ut ait Plato, . 

** excitaret 
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** cxcitaret fapienti»:" The form ot virtue, if it were 
didinguifhable by the corporeal eye, would excite^ a$^ 
Plato fays, a wonderful love of wifdom. 

See Davies* note on Cic. de Finn. ii. i6. 

Ver. 22- And greatly falling with a falling ilate. 

Drydettf on the death of the Earl of EXiindee : 
Farewell ! who dying did'ft fupport the ftate, 
And could'ft not fall but with thy country's fate- 

Ver. 31. As her dead father's rev 'rend image pafl. 

DrydenjViTg. Mn. vi. 171. of the father of iEneas : 
Oft, finCe he breathed his lad, in dead of night. 
His reverend image ftood before my fight. 

Ver. 44. Be jufHy warmM with your own native rage. 

Thus Drayton^ fpeaking of Shakfpeare : 

As ftrong conception, and as clear a rage 

As any one that traffick'd with the ftage. 
Thus alfo Gray : 

Chill Penury reprefs'd their nobk rage. S. 
Rage is empaffion'd fancy, poetic fufy> enthufiaftic rap- 
ture. Cicero^ de Divin. i. 37. Negart: cnim fine furore 
Democrkus quenquam poetam magnum efle pofle : quod 
idem dicit Plato. ** For Democr'uus contends, (and 
" Plato coincides with his opinid») that no poet can be 
*^ great without a degree oi phrenzy.'^ And this feofe of 
the term rage is very common in Englifli poetry. 

Ver. 46. As Cato's felf had not difdain'd to hear. 

Hence Afartialj Epig. ix. 29. in an epitaph on Latinus, 
makes that celebrated aftor fay thus of himfelf, in allu- 
fion to the ftory of Cato's quitting the theatre, more 
clearly intimated by the fame poet in his epiftle prefixed 
to the firft book of epigrams : 

8 Qui 
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Qui fpcftatorcm potui fecifle Catonem : 
Me, whom e'en Cato had not blufliM «to view. 



EPILOGUE TO JANE SHORE. 



VER. 30. Stem Cato*s felf was no relentlefs fpoufc. 

Cato of Uttca : and concerning this transfer of his wife, 
the reader may confult alfo the fcholiaft and commenta- 
tors on Lucan, ii. 339. 



ELOISA TO ABELARD. 



A very different, and, I apprehend, a much more au- 
thentic ftory, than that M^Kich our poet followed, is given 
in Afr. Berington*s account of jdbeUlard and Heloifa* 
The reader, who wiflies a full information of thefc fingu- 
kr and unfortunate charaders, will find a circumftantial 
detail in that ingenious, but too loquacious, narrative. It 
feems, howevei:, not improbable to me, that Pope might 
voluntarily deviate from the line of authenticity in pur- 
fuit of circumftances, that would enhance the pathos of 
his poem : particularly in concealing the true charafier 
of Abelard. 

Ver. 8. And Eloifa yet mull kifs the name. 

Drydtrfz Don Sebaftian : 
And when I fay, Sebaftian, dear Sebaftian I 
I ij/i the name I fpcak. 

Again, 
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Again, in his Aurcng-Zebe : 

1 that lov*d name did, as fome god, invoke, 
And printed kijfes on it, while I fpoke. S. 

Vcr. 9. Dear fatal name ! 

See my note on our poet's Iliad, xxii. 422, 

Ver. 10. Nor pafs thefe lips in holy filence feaPd. 

Milton^ in Samfon Agoniftes, ver. 49. 
Under the feat of filence could not keep. 

Ver. 12. ■ - his lov'd idea—: 

that is, a lively reprefentation of his countenance, pcrfon> 
and geftures, was retained in her mind. Taflb, i. 48. 

Her fweet idea wander'd through his thought : 
Her Jbape^ her gejiure, atid her place, in mind 
He kept. Fairfax. 
Firgir s>VinCy eel. i. 

Quam noilro illius labatur pe£tore vultus : 
is thus rendered by Ogilby : 

E're his idea (hall this bread forfake. 
Compare Lauderdale at that paiTage, and our poet at Iliad 
xxii.485. 

Ver. 13.0 M'rite it not, my hand !— the name appears 
Already written. 

Claudiarij de Nupt. Honor, et Mar. ver. 8. 

— \ rquoties incanduit ore 

Confeffus fecreta rubor, nomenque beatum 

Injuflje fcripferc manus! 

Oft o'er her cheek the confcious blufh would float ; 

Oft his dear name her hand unbidden wrote. 
And Mr, White obferves, that the thought is derived^ per- 
haps, from Drayionh Heroical Epiftle of Rofamond to 

Henry ; 
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Henry ; for it appears from Fopt\ kttcrs that he had 

read Drayton : 
My haplefs name with Hearie^s name I found— 
Then do I ftrive to wajh it out with tears^ 
But then the fame more evident appears. 

Compare too with the firft of the lines, verr. 30. 33. 

Ver. i8« Repentant fighs, and voluntary pains. 

Rocbefier's Satyr s^ainft Mankind : 

Wkh voluntary pains works his dift^cfii* 

Ven 19. Te rugged rocks ! which holy knefcs have worn. 
An immoderate exaggeration ! the late ere£iion of the 
building could hate allowed no time for diis etk€t in 
fuch a fequeftered place. See the note cm ver. 142. 

Ver. 3.1 . Shrines, where their vigils pale-cy*d virgins keep^ 
"And pitying faints, whofe ftatues learn to weep. 

A puerile conceit, from the dew, which runs down ftonc 
and metak in damp weather. Virgil% Geo. i. 480. 

£t moeftum i]faicrin»t templts eburi sbraque fudant : 

The weeping Jiatues did the Wars foreteU» 

And holy fweat from brazen id<ds fdl. 
A fufpefted poem of Duke PP'har ton's on the fear of deaths 

Where feeble tapers (hed a gloomy ray, 
And Jfatues pity feign j 

Where paie-e/d gvick their wafting vigils keep. 

Ver. 25. Much improved from the original vcrfe of 
the firft edition : 

Heaven claims me all in vain, while he has part. 

Ver. a6. Still rebel nature holds out half my heart. 

Sedleyj to a devout young gentlewoman c 
PhilHs, this early zeal affuagc : 
You overad your part : 

H The 
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The martyrs, at your tender age. 
Gave heaven but half their heart. 

Ver. 28, Nor tears for ages taught to flow in vain. 

An obfcure line. If the meaning be, that, " from the 
** firft eftablifliment of monadic inftitutions, their foli- 
" tude and rigid difcipline have been unable to controul 
** the power of nature," the remark is not fufEciently 
pertinent and appropriate : and, if the term /or ages be an 
exaggeration fimilar to the univorjum triduum of the 
lover in the comedy, it feems too forced and afFefted for 
the occafion. 

f Ver. 35. Line after line my gufhing eyes o'erflow. 

She fays in her firft letter : Quse cum ficcis oculis ne- 
minem vel legere vcl audire pofTe aeftimem : "Which, I 
*^ fliould think, none, with dry eyesy could read or hear." 

Ver. 36. Led through a fad variety of woe. 

Dryden's State of Innocence, at the beginning : 

In liquid burnings, or on dry, to dwell. 

Is all i\it fad variety of hell ; 
which pafiage Mr. Steevens alfo pointed out. 

Ver. 37. Now warm in love, now withering in my bloom. 

The original verfe in Chaucer is more pathetic than either 
line of his illuftrious imitators : 

Now with his love, now in his colde grave. W. 

Ver. 41. Yet write, oh write me all, that I may join 

Griefs to thy griefs, and echo fighs to thine. 

Mrs. Roive*s elegy on the death of her hufband : 
And all, that knew the charming youth, will join 
Their friendly fighs and pious tears to mine. 

Ver. 45. Tears ftill are mine, and thofe I need not fparc. 

6 J^ryderiy 
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Dryden, in his Abfalom and Achitophel t 

Take then my tears : (with that he wip'd his eyes) 
*Tis all the aid my prefent power fupplies. 

Ver. 49. Then iliafe thy pain— ^ 

She fays in her firft letter : " Ancillulas ipfius et tuas de 
" his, in quibus adhuc fludluas, naufragiis certificare dig- 
*' neris ; ut nos faltem^ quae tibi folse remanfimus, doloris 
** vel gaudii participles habeas.^* 

Ver. 58. And waft a figh from Indus to the pole, 

Otway^s tranflation of Phaedra to Hippolytus : 
Thus fecrets fafe to far theft Jh ores may move : 
By letters foes cqnverfe, and learn to love^ 

Ver. 6a. Some emanation of th' all-beauteous mind : 

that is, the Divinity himfelf, denominated in theEflay on 
Man, ii. 24. in conformity to the fame Platonic fpccu- 
lation, 

the firft good, firft perfeft, and firft fair : 

where fee my remark. 

Ver. 66. And truths divine came mended from that 
tongue. 

Mrs. Ro*Lve\ elegy : 
For he could talk — Twas exftacy to hear ; 
*Twas joy ! 'twas harmony to every ear. 
Eternal mufic dwelt upon his tongue. 
Soft and tranfporting as the Mufcs' fong. 

Ver. 62. Back through the paths of pleafing fenfe I ran, 
Nor wifli'd an angel whom I lov*d a man« 

" Thy holy precepts and the fanftity of thy chara<3:er 

" had made me conceive of thee as of a being more ve- 

" nerable than man, and approaching the nature of fu- 

H 2 " per-oi 
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** perior exiflences* But thy perfonal allurementa fooa 
" infpired thofe tender feelings^ which giadually con- 
** du£ted mc from a veneration of the angel to a lefs pure 
*' and dignified fenfation, love for the man.^ I efteem 
this paragraph, fo happily defcriptive of a moft delicate 
operation of the mind, among the very nobleft efibrts c€ 
Englifh poetry. 

Ver. 75. Love, free as air, at fight of human ties, 

Spreads his light wings, and in a moment flies. 

So in Dry den's Aurcng-Zebe : 
*Tis true, of marriage bands I'm weary groM-n, 
Love /corns all ties but thofe that are his own* S. 

Ver. 87. Not Caefar's emprefs would I deign to prove. 

This is the paltry ftile of an inferior writer. So, to give 
a fingte inftance, Mrs. Wharton in her Penelope ta 
Ulyffes : 

The homely duties of awife I prove^ 

But never knew to fix a wandering love. 
The thoughts themfelves are in Heloifa*s firft letter: 
** Si m&Augvfimy univerfo prafidens. m undo, matrimonii 
" honore dignaretur, charius mihi ct dignius vidcretur, 
** tua dici meretrixy quam illius imperatrix. — ^Et fi uxoris 
'^ nomen fan£iiu& e^ validius videtur, dulcius mihi {emper 
<< extitit amicus vocabulum ; aut, fi non indigneris, con* 
" cubinx, vel fcorti." 

Ver. 99. Alas I how chang'd ! what fuddcn horroirs rife ! 
A naked lover bound and bleeding lies. 

Mrs. Roviiey in her elegy, with equal feafibility : 
The fmiling vifion takes its hafty flight, 
And fcenes of horror fwim before my fight : 
Grief and defpair in all their terrors rife \ 
A dfing lover pale and go f ping lies ! 

Ver. lOQ. 
8 
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Ver. lOO. Then came originally the following couplet : 
Cut from the roots my perifh'd joys I fee, 
And love's warm tide for ever ftopp'd in thee. 

Ver. 104. The crime was common, common be the pain. 

Like a verfe of Drummond^s under his article in the Bio- 
graphia ; as Mr. Steevens alfo obferved : 

The grief was commorty common nvere the cries. 
And, fays Mr. fVhite^ carelefs readers may mifapprehend 
the fenfe. Pain here means funijbment^ poena. 

Ver. 106. Let tears and burning blu flies fpeak the reft. 

Lady Montague*^ Eclogue, Wednefday ; 

When I with burning biases 6wn I love. 
Eufden^s tranflation of Mufiaeus : 

And fighs and dying murmurs told the reft. 
CreecVs Lucretia, from Ovid's Faft. ii. 

-her blujhes [poke the reji. 

Mrs. Behn\ verfion of CEnone to Paris : 

Whilft fighs, and looks all dying, [poke the reji. 
Let me be permitted to quote here Mrs. Cockbum^s moft 
beautiful arid tender fonnet, entitled Caution, fpr the ad* 
monition of ** all that chears and foftens life," my reader* 
of the fair fex : ' 

L 

Soft kifles may be innbcent i 

But ah ! too eafy maid ! beware^ 

Though that is all thy kindnefs meant^ 
•Tis Lome's delufive, fatal fnarc. 

n. 

No virgin e'er at firft defign'd 

Through all the maze of love to ftray : 

But each new path allures her mind ; 
'Till| wand'iing on, flie lofe her wayt 

H 3 m. 'Tis 
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t 

III. 
•Tis cafy, e'er fet out^ to ftay ; 

But who the ufeful art can teach. 
When Hiding down a fleepy way, 

Tq flop before tjie end we reach ? 

Keep ever fomething in thy power, 
Beyond what would thy honour ftain ; 

He will not dare to aim at more, 
Who for fmall favors fighs in vain. 

Ver. 122. Still drink delicious poifon from thy eye, 
Concanen^s Match at Football, Canto iii, 

Till once our leader chanc'd the nymph to fpy. 
And 4rank in potjon from her lovely eye. 

Lady Montague*s Eclogue, Tuefday : 

Drinking delickus pciifqn fropi her face, 
Ogilbyy Virg. JEn, iv, 

Defires to hear Troy*s war once more, then ^^5 

Agdxn fweet poyfon from th' inchanter's lips. 
Mr. Steevens quotes Shakfpeare's Anthony and Cleopatra,j 
AQ. i. Scene 5, 

. ; --r-^ Now I feed myfelf 

With moft delicious poifon. 

Ver. 1^9. Ah ! think at leaft thy flock deferves thy care ; 
Plants of thy hand, and children of thy pray'r. 

** If thou can'ft forget me, think at leaft upon thy flock." 
To her for five long years he had not written a fingle 
line. Berington^s Hiftory, p. 213. The Cmile itfelf is 
found in her firft letter : " Tua itaque, vere tua, haec eft 
" propria novella plantatio ; cujus adhuc teneris maxime 
^* plantis frequens, ut proficiant, neceflaria eft irrigatio '* 

Ver. 132, 
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Ver. 1 32. By thee to mountains, wilds, and dcferts led. 
You raised thefe hallowed walls. 

** It was a fmall feqaeftered vale, fays Mr. Berlngton^ 
" furrounded by a wood, not far diftant from Nogent fur 
" Seine ; and a rivulet ran near its fide. It did not ap- 
" pear, that the foot of any mortal had hitherto difturbed 
« its folitude/* 

As the word w/7^/ recurs in vcr. 134^ and for variety, 
our poet fhould have written : 

By thee to mountains, woods^ and deferts led. 
Again Mr. Berington, " Without lofs of time, Jbelllard 
" then and his companion planned the new building, and 
" with the fame hands began to ereft it. Having com- 
" pleted what they called their oratory, they conftrucled 
" a fecond building, which was to be their own dwelling." 
She fays in her firft letter : In ipfis cubilibus ferarum, in 
ipfis latibulis latronum, divinum erexidi tabernaculum : 
" You ere£led the divine tabernacle in the very dens of 
wild beafts, and the lurking places of robbers." 

Ver. 136. Our fhrines irradiate, or emblaze the floors. 

AfiltorC^ Comus, ver. 732. 

th' unfought diamonds 

Would fo imblaze the forehead of the deep. 
Rowe's Lucan, ix. 884. 
Yet no proild domes. are rais*d, no gems arc feen 
To blaze upon his Jbrines with coMyJbeen ; 
But plain and poor — 
" Nihil ad hoc sedificandum ex regum vel principum 
" opibus intuliftii cum plurima poffes et maxima ; ut 
** quicquid fieret, tibi foli pofl'et afcribi." Heloi/a's firft 
letter. 

Ver. 140. And only vocal with the maker's praife. 
That is, ** only one founder and benefactor was cele- 

H 4 " brated 
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<^ brated in their hymns of praife and gratitude | and that 
^ founder and benefa&or was yaurfelf." 

Ver. 143. Where awfiil arches make a noon -day night,', 
And the dim window* flied a foiemn light. 

A 6ne palTage, worthy of comparifon with this, occurs 
in an anonymous copy of verfes, vol. li. p. 256. of J5rj- 
den^^ Mifcellanies : 

He came, and faw ; but 'twas by fuch a light 
As fcarce diftinguifh'd day from night ; 
Such as in thick-grown {hades is found, 
When here and there a piercing beam 
Scatters faint-fpangled funfhine on the ground. 
And cafts about a melancholy gleam. 

Ver. 146. And gleams of glory brightened all the day» 

Mr6. Rowe on the Creation : 

And kindling glories brighten ^1 the (kics. 
In whofe Paftoral the following couplet. 

Let us beneath thcfe gentle fliadcf recite 

What Love and what the rural Mu/e indite ; 
was contemplated by our poet, at Paftoral i. 18. 

Two fwains, whom Love k^pt wakeful and the Mufe. 

Ver. 153. Ah ! let thy handmaid, fifter, daughter, move, 
And all thofe tender names in one, thy love. 

The fuperfcription of her firft letter runs thus : 
" Domino fuo, imo patrl\ conjugi fuo, imo frair'i\ 
" ancUla fua, imo fil'ia\ ipfius uxor, im6yi/orj Abaelardo 
« Heloifa." 

Our poet is indebted alfo to a tranflation of the Vir- 
gilian Cento of Aufonius, in DrydetC^ MifceUanies, vi. 
p. 143. 

My love ! my life ! 

And every tender name in one^ my wife ! 

Ver. 157. 
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Ver. X p. The wand'ring ftreams that ihine 1)etween the 

hill3. 

So Chapman^ Iliad vi. 4. 

Betwixt tlicJIoQds of Symois, and Xanthus, that confined 
All their affaires atllion, and round about Acmjhin'd. 
<* The little rivfr ^rduffau glittered along the valley of 
** the Paraclete,'' Annual Rcgifter, for J 768, p. 173. 

Ver. 166. A death-like filence, and a dread repofc. 
Drydens Aftrsea Redux : 
A dreadful quiet felt. 

Ver. i6j. Ifer gloomy prefence faddens all the fccne^ 
Shades ^vVy flow'r, and darkens evVy green. 

Much after the feme manner FenHn in hi^ verfion of 

Sappho to Phaon : 

With him the caves were cool, the grove was greeny 
But now his abfencc withers all thejcene. 

Ver. 1 70. And breathes a browner horror on the woods. 

Dryden\ Theodore and Honoria : 

With deeper brown th^ grsve was ovcrfprcad. S. 
And in his iEneid, vii. 40. 

The Trojan, from the main, beheld a wood, 

Which thick with (hades and a brown horror ftood. 
Paradife Loft, iv. 245. 

the unpierc'd {hade 

Imbrown^d the noon-tide bow'rs : 
where the fublimc bard had in his eye a paflage of Statius, 
Theb. X. 85. and compare Fenton^ OdyflT. xix. 514. 

nulli penetrabilis aftro 

Lucus iners : 

A grove, whofe (hades profound no ftar could pierce. 

Vcn 173. Sad proof how well a lover can obey ! 

This 
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This is the truly pathetic language of defpondency f In 
allufion to this facrifice of herfelf to the horrors of a 
convent at his M'ill, fhe fays in her firft letter : Solus es, . 
qui plurimum mihi debeas, et tunc maxime, cum uni- 
verfa, quse jufleris, in tantum impleverim, ut meipfam 
pro juffu tuo perdere fuftinerem. " You are of all man- 
** kind moft abundantly indebted to me ; and particularly 
*' for that proof of abfolute fubmiffion to your com- 
** mands, in thus deftroying myfelf at your injundlion.'* 

Ver. 182. Love finds an altar for forbidden fires. 
The repetition of the fyllable for is uncommonly unac- 
ceptable to the ear. The verfe, I think, would be in 
Other refpedls improved alfo by writing. 

Love finds an alt^r for unhalhw*d fires. 

Ver. 183. I ought to grieve, but cannot what I ought^ 
I mourn the lover, not lament the fault. 

This couplet and it's wretched rhymes feem derived from 
an elegy of Waljh in Dry den's Mifcellanies : 

I know / ought to hate you for the fault \ 

But oh ! I cannot do the thing I ought. 

Ver. 186. I view my crime, but kindle at the view ; 
Repent old pleafures, and folicit new. 

Drydcn^ in his Don Sebaftian : 
For gazing thus / kindle at thy fight : — 

. when I behold thofe beauteous eyes. 

Repentance lags, and Sin comies hurrying on. S. 

From her letters : " Quse cum ingemifcere debeam de 

*' commiiTis, fufpiro potius deamifhs:'* 

Ver, 192. And love th' offender, yet deteflth' offence. 

rVal/b, 
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fValJhj in the fame Elegy : 

I muft not love, and yet I cannot hate — 

I hate the aflions, but I love the face. 
And the thoughts of this pafTage in general are, from 
Heloifas letters, " Magis Deum ex indignatione of- 
^' fendo^ quam ex poenitentiae fatisfa£bione mitigo. Quo- 
^ modo enim pcenitentia peccatorum dicitur, quanta- 
" cunque fit corporis affliftio, fi mens adhuc ipfam pec- 
** candi retinet volunt^tem, et priltinis aeduat defide- 
«riis?" 

Ver. 212. The reader will be pleafed with Crajfiavf^ 
entire couplet in his "Defcription of a religious houfc 
" and condition of life : 

A hafty portion of prefcribed fleep ; 

Obedient flumbers that can wake and weep. 

Ver. 216. And whifp'ring angels prompt her golden dreams. 

In this divine paflage his mafterly pencil transferred fomc 

touches from Miltoiis Comus, ver. 453. 
So dear to Heav'n is faintly chafuty^ 
That, when a foul is found fincerely fo, 
A thoufand liveried angeU lacky her. 
Driving far ofFeagh thing of fin and guilt, 
And in clear dream^ and folemn vifion, 
Tell her of things that no grofs ear can hear. 

Ver. 220. For her white virgins hymenaealsfing. 

Milton, inLycidas, ver. 176. 

And hears the unexpreffive nuptial fong. 

Ver. 222. And melts in vifions of eternal day. 
The beatific vifion of theologians* And our author pro- 
fited here alfo, I. think, from a paflage of equal rapture in 

the Penferofo ; 

There 
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' There let the pealing organ blow 

To x)xtfull'V6tcd quire below^ 

In fervice high and anthems clear ; 

As may with fweetnefs, through mine ear, 

Dijfolve me into extajiesy 

And bring ail hcav*n before mine eyes. 
So too Dryden^ in the State of Innocence^ A^ i« Sceoe !• 

And all dijjolv^d in Hallelujahs lie. 
And at the end of the fame drama : 

Still quitting ground by unperceiv'd decay, 

And fteal myfelf from life, and melt away. 
As our poet in his Ode on Solitude : 

Steal from the worlds and not a ftone 
Tell where I lie. 

Ver. 225. When, at the clofc of each fad, forrowing day. 
Fancy reftores what vengeance fnatch'd away. 

He has wrought up the fame fentiment in his Sappho to 
Phaon, with an elegance and fimplicity that nothing can 
exceed : 

Oh ! night more pleafing than the brighreft day^ 

When fancy gives what abfence takes away \ 

And drefs'd in all its vifionary charms, 

Reftores my fair deferter to my arms. 

Ver. 230. How glowing guilt exalts the keen delight. 

So Dryden^s verfion of Canace to Macareus : 
Then with tumultuous joys my heart did beat, 
jlnd guilty that made themanxious^ made them great. S» 

Ver. 238. I flretch my empty arms : it glides away . 

— — ' T" he was gone. 

In vain I fought my foul's belov'd : 

I caird him ; O too far removed. Sandys. S. 

Ver. 348. 
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Ver. 248. And wake to all the griefs I left behiiul. 

PhilipSj in the Splendid ShilUng^ had treated the fame 
thought with admirable humour and vivacity : 
But) if a flumber haply does invade 
My weary limbs, my fancy's ftili awake, 
Thoughtful of drink \ and eager, in a dream. 
Tipples imaginary pots of ale y 
In vain : awake I find the fettled thirft 
Still gnawing, and the pleafing phantom eurfe. 

Ver. 253. Still as the fea ere winds were taught to blow^ 
Or moving fpirit bade the waters flow : 
Soft as the (lumbers of a faint forgiv'n. 
And mild as opening gleams of promised heav'n. 

A fine improvement on a pafTage in Sir PFiUiam Dave» 

fiant^s Addrefs to the Qu^cn. : 
Smooth as the face of waters firft appeared. 
Ere tides began to drive, or winds were heard ; 
Kind as^ the willing (aints, and calmer far 
Than in their fieeps forgiven hermits are. 

Ver. 258. The torch of Venus bums not for the dead ; 

as in the cafe of the lamp for the entombed veltal, in 
ver. 264, 

Ver. 263. This pafTage glows with an impaflioned 
fublimityt^tbat beggars aUpanegyric* The original fays, 
** Quocunque loco me vertam, amantium voluptates 
" dulces femper fe ocuKs meis cum fuis ingerunt defi- 
" deriis. Inter ipfa Miffarum folemnia, ubi purior efle 
" debet oratio, obfcoena earum voluptatum phantafmata 
*^ ita fibt penit£& mtfevrimam captivant animam, ut tur-* 
** pitudinibus illis magis quan^ orationi vaceoi*** 

Ver. 269. Thy roice t fecm in every hymn to hear. 

There 
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There is great propriety is this aflbciation, becaufe flie 
had told us before, ver. 65, that " Heav'n liften'd while 
" he fung." 

Ver. 270. With every bead t dfop too foft a tear. 

Both the image and the expreffion are alike incapable of 
Improvement. In the fame fpirit Mrs. Rowers Elegy : 

And love flill mingled with my piety. 
But the peculiar ornament of our poet's verfe leems bor- 
rowed from Sedley^s verfes on Don Alonxo : 
The gentle nymph, long fmce defign'd 

For the proud MonGeur's bed, 
Now to a holy jayle confin'd 
Drops tears with every bead* 

Ver. 2 7 1 clouds of fragrance : 

Sabseis nubibus : Statius^ Silv. iv. 8. 2. 
And the whole pafTage, both in phrafe and imagery, ts 
indebted to one in Crajhaw^ fuggefted by Mr. Steevens : 
Does thy fong lull the air ? 

Thy tears' juft cadence ftill keeps time : 
Does thy fweet breath 'd pray'r 

Up in clouds oftncenfe climb ? 

Still at eachy?^^, that is each ftop, 

A bead^ that is a tear^ doth drop. p. 4. 

Ver. 272. And fwelling organs lift the rifing foul. 

The word rijtng with lift feems inefficient and fuper- 
fluous. Thus ? 

And fwelling organs lift th' enraptured foul. 

Ver. 274. Priefts, tapers, temples, fwim before my fight. 
Dryden^s Tyrannick Love : 

Porphyrius, do not fwim before my Jight. 

In 
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In his Virgil too, ^n. xi. 

Acca, *tis paft : hefwims before myfighty 

Inexorable Death. S. 
And Mrs. Rowe^ in the Elegy quoted above : 

And fcenes of \iOxrox fw'im before myjight. 

Ver. 284. Blot out each bright idea of the (kies. 

The term blot out does not fuit well with the aftion of 
the eyes : fome word is required, which at leaft will not 
difagree with the cxtinftion of faint fplendours by fupe- 
riour illumination. He might have written with lefs ex- 
ception. 

Efface each bright idea of the flcies. 
Fenfons tranilation of Sappho to Phaon : 

Thus in my dreams the bright ideas play. 

Ver. 289. No, fly me, fly me, far as pole from pole ; 

Rife Alps between us I and whole oceans roll ! 

A couplet exalted to fublimity from the materials oi Hop- 

kins in Dryden*s Mifcellanies, v. p. 31. 

Forbid me, banifh me your charming fight ; 
Shut from my view thofe eyes tfiat fhii 
Shut your dear image from my dreams 
Drive 'em fomewjhere, 2,^ far as pole from pole \ 
Let winds between us rage, and waters roll. 



fight; T 

line fo bright; \ 
IS by night. I 



Ver. 297. oh Virtue heav'niy fair^ 

Sandy's Ovid's Met. ii. 

Gray Doris, and her daughters heavenly-faire. 
And the whole paiTage, a glorious union of religious 
fandity and poetical infpiration ! feems adumbrated, but 
with the glowing colours of a native imagination, from 
Milton\ Comus, ver. 213. 

O welcome 
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O welcome pure-ey'd Faith^ white-handed Hope^ 
Thou hovering Angel girt with golden wings : 
And thou unblemifliM form of Chaftity* 

Ver. 303. See in her cell fad Eloifa fpread, 

Propt on fome tomb, a neighbour of the 6l€2A. 

** It {hould be near her cell. The doors of all cells open 
^ into the common clo^iler. In that cloifter 9X^ often 
<< tombs ; and ihe may well be fuppo£ed to have quitted 
/** her cell (more cfpecially in that warm part of France)^ 
** for air, change of place^ nnd refrefhment.*' Annual 
Regifter for 1768. 

And Mr. Steevens oUerves as follows : 
This is falfe imagery. Mr. Pope was never abroad. 
The cell of a nun^ which ts extremely narrow^ could 
poflibly admit of no tomb to lean upon ; and, tliough the 
door of her little apartment might have opened into the 
cloifter, Paraclete had been too recently founded for 
monuments of the dead to be expedled there. If, how- 
ever, (he be fuppofed to have had fuch a melancholy ob- 
je<ft in view (as well as the expiring lamps flie afterwards 
taIks~of ) (he muft have left her door open. 

Ver. 309. Come, filler, come ! (it faid, or feera'd to fay). 

Fen tons tranflation of Sappho to Phaon : 
Here, while by forrOw lull'd afleep I lay, 
Thns Jaid xhc guardian nymph, or Jecrrtd to fay, 

Ver. 313. But all. is calm in this eternal fleep. 

This is chiefly taken from Dryden\ vcrfioti of the latter 
part of the third book of Lucretius \ a portion of that 
great poet's works, unhappily omitted through inattei'v* 
tion in Johnfon^ Colleftion of Englifh Poetry : 

No 
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No ghofts, no goblins, that ftiU paflage keeps 
But all is thireferency in that eternal Jletf^ 

Ver. 317. The verfe ftood in the firft edition* with 
this variation : 

I come, yt gbofts ! prepare yo«t rofeaie bowers. 
The tines of Drydmiy lately imitated, were ftill in his re- 
membrance. 

Ver. 321. Thou, Abelard ! the kft fad dfice pay. 
OgUbyy Virg. Mn. 3^i. 
Mean time in earth our friends departed lay. 
And to the dead our Iqftfad duties pay. 

Ver. 322. And fnao^h my parage to the realms of day. 

Dryden*s Virgil, Mn. iii. 693. 
Andfmoatb our pajfagc to the port affign*d* 

Ver. 324. Suck my bfi breath, and catch my flying oul. 

So in the Sonnet of Dr. Thomas L9dge^ Poetical Rck 
gifter, ii* p. 91. 

If I muft dtC) O let me cKufe my deadi 1 

Suck otit my foul with kifles, cruel maid ! 
Dryden's Virgil, Jin, iv. 984. 

while I in death 

Lay ckrfe my lips to her% and catch the flying breaih : 
and ia his Cleomenes, the end of A6k iv. 

fucting in each other's lateji breath. 

This laft parage is quoted aUb by Mn Stewens^ who 
adds Shak^)eare, K. He».'Vr. Part 2, 

To have rhee with thy lips to ftop my mouth. 

So {lioci(k('ft &du either turn tny flying foul — : 
and Dryden*^ Don SebaSian : 

Skiing e<Hh^th»t^sJfiuls while We expice. 

I Ver. 328. 
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Ver. 328. Teach me at once, and learn of me to die. 
Mr. Rowe's Ode to Delia : 

When e'er it comes, may 'ft thou be by,. 

Support my finking frame, and teach me how to die* 

Ver. 335. O Death all-eloquent! you only prove 

What duft we dote on, when 'tis man we love. 

Crajhawy p. 96. on Mr. Starrinough^s death. 
All daring duft and afhes ! only you 
Of all interpreters read Nature true. 

Ver. 341. From op'ning fkies may ftreaming glories fhine. 

I wonder, that he ftiould not have avoided the double 
participle in the fame verfe by writing, 

From op*ning flcies mTijJireams of glorj (hine. 

Ver. 342. And faints embrace thee with a love like mine* 

Hence Dr. yohnfon formed his laft verfe on Philips the 

mufician, in Bofwell ii p* 126. 8vo. 

Sleep, undifturb'd, within this peaceful ihrine, 
'Till Angels wake thee with a note like thine. 

Ver. 343, May one kind grave unite each haplefs name. 

He had made this requeft in a letter to her : " Cadaver, 
" obfecro, noftrum ad coemeterium veftrum deferri fa- 
•* ciatis." — "When (he faw her end approaching, Che 
** turned to her fifters, who ftood weeping round her, 
*' exhorted them to fubmiffion, and to the pra£l:ice of 
" every Chriftian virtue j and then ordered that her body 
" fliould be laid in the tomb by the fide of jibeiilard* 
** Soon after flie expired. It was on a Sunday, and on 
" the feventeenth of May." Bertngton^ p. 395. 
And " each haplefs name" — Name for perfon^ as in 

Revel* 
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Reveh 111. 4* " Thou haft a few names even In Sardis ;** 
and elfewhere in the Scriptures. 

Ver. 348. To Paraclete's white walls and filver fprings. 

" Now, in folemn ceremony, Abeillard and his difciples 
** aflembled. As he had entered (he faid) this defart, 
" funk down with care, where the goodnefs of heaven 
** had watched over him, and he had found comfort^ 
" could he more emphatically exprefs his gratitude, than 
" by confecrating this more auguft temple to that per- 
•* fon of the Holy Triad, which more peculiarly is ftiled 
" the Comforter f We will dedicate it, faid he, to the 
** Paraclete.^* Berington. 

Ver. 350. And drink the falling tears each other fheds; 

Dryderij in his tranflation of Canace to Macareus : 
With inward ftruggling I reftrain'd my cries, 
jlttd drunk the tears that trickled from my eyes. 

Ver. 354. And fwell the pomp of dreadful facrifice. 

Dryden^s Iliad : 

Vfixh facrifice i and gifts, and all the pomp of prayV. 
Mr. Steevens remarks : Dreadful facrifice is the ritual 
term. So in the Hiftory of Loretto, i6o8, ch. 20. p. 
278. 

** The prieft, who (as the ufe is) aflifted the cardinal in 
" time of the dreadful facrifice^ thinking it to be fomc 
** ordinary dove come thither by chance, aflaied to drive 
•* her way," &c. 

Ver. 355. Amid that fccne, if fome relenting eye ^ 

*** In the courfe of fix hundred years, in 'the different 

** changes, which the repair of buildings and other events 

" have introduced, care has been taken not to feparate 

1 2 , " their 
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^ their duft. In 1497, the tomb was moved, and again 
** in 1630 ; when the bones of the lovers, if fo they 
** may be called, were found entire. They were di- 
" ftinguifced by their fize." Berington^ p. 396. But 
this ill agrees with the account ip the Annual Regtjier : 
" The bodies arc ftill entire, and depofited in a nich of 
" the abacial vault 5 but, as it was by torch-light, I could 
•* ill remark more, than that Eioi/a appeared much taller. 
" than Jbelard. A fmall plinth of brick, or ftone,'pr6-. 
" fervcd them from being trampled on." 

Ver. 357. Devotion's felf fliall ftcal a thought from 
heaven. 

A verfe, illuftrative qi the fentiment in ver. 69, 
Back through the paths of pleafing fenfe I ran. 

Ver. 366. He bed can paint 'em, who Ihall feel 'em mo(t. 

An echo to the concluding verfe of AddifotCs Campaign : 

And thofe, who paint 'em trueft, praife *cm moil. 

In the year 1779, a Latin infcription was engraven on a 

marble ftone to the memory of thefe lovers ; of which 

take the follovying tranflation by Mr. Berington : 

Here 

Under the fame ftone repofe 

Peter Abeillard, the Founder, 

And Heloifa, the firft Abbefs 

Of this moriaftery. 

Alike in difpofition and in love. 

They were once united in the fame purfuits. 

The fame fatal marriage and the fame repentance : 

And now, in eternal happinefs. 

We truft they are not divided. 

Peter Ateiliard died the twenty-firft of Aprili 1 142 : 

And Hetoija the feventecnth of May, 1163. 

EPISTLE 
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EPISTLE TO ADDISON. 



VER/ 1 8. And gire to Thus old Vefpafian's due. 

This is particularly proper,. becaufe the infcriptions to the 
honour of thefe emperors have great fimilarity, unlefs my 
memory fails me. B, 

Ver. 37. ■ that the green endears: 

called by Scribleriis, Memoirs, chap. iii. " The venerable 
" verdure of fo many ages :" in which chapter the reader 
may find more particulars of i\ic Jhield mentioned beiow 
in ver. 41. 

Ver. 38. The facrcd ruft of twice ten hundred years. 

So in Dtjderi% Indian Queen : 
' Yott twice ten hundred deities. 

Ver. 44. Sighs for an Otho, and neglefts his bride. 

Mr. Bramjionj in his Man of Tafte : 
'Tis equal to her ladyfliip and mc, 
A copper Otho^ or a Scotch baubee. 



EPISTLE TO LORD OXFORD. 



Ver, I . Such were the notes thy once-lov'd poet fung, 
Till death untimely (lopp'd his tuneful tongue. 

1 3 This 
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This couplet is formed from the introdu£lory vcrfcs of 
J. Talipot on the death of Waller : 

Such were the laft, the fweeteft notesy that hung 

Upon our dying fwan's melodious tongue. 



TO MR. JERVAS. 



VER. 17. How oft in pleafing tafks we wear the day. 
While fummer funs roll unperceiv'd away. 

A fine couplet 5 and the latter verfe truly magnificentt 
So Ovidy Pont. ii» 4. 11. very beautifully, as on every 
occafion : 

Ssepe citae longis vifae fermonibus horae ; 
Saepe fuit brevior, quam mea verba, dies. 

Swift o'er our focial hour flew Summer's fun ; 

Nor ceaft fweet converfe, when his race was run. 
And again, x. 10. 37. , 

Saepe dies fermone minor fuit ; inque loquefidum 
Tarda per aeftivos defuit hora dies. 

Oft as we joy'd, in focial converfe met, 

Night unawares came on 5 a Summer's fun was fet ! 
And Mr. White obferves, that the phrafe wear the day is 
a Latinifm. So Terence, Hec. v. 3. 17. Totum hunc 
^ontrivi diem* 

Vcr. 39. How finifh'd with illuftrious toil appears 

This fmall, wcll-polifhcd gem, the work of years ! 

Dryden^ in hjs Religio Laici : 

Witnefs this weighty book, in which appear^ 
The crabbed toil of many thoughtful ^^«;.y. 

Ver. 48. 
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Vcr. 48. Thofe tears eternal, that embalm the (Jead. 

The word embalm is peculiarly happy in conne£tion with 
tears on this occafion. Balfamic gums, and other exuda- 
tions from trees, the principal materials employed by the 
ancients in their embalments^ were called the tears of 
trees by the writers of antiquity. See the note on Paftoral 
i. ver. 62. Cowley in his Davideis i. 753. has an excellent 
couplet, worthy of appearing here : 

Of men and ages paft Seraiah read \ 

Embalmed in long-livM hijlory the dead. 
The epitaph oh Felton^ hanged in chains for murdering 
the old Duke of Buckingham, written by the late Duke : 

His fleih, which oft the charitable ikies 

Imbalm with tears. 



EPISTLE TO MISS BLOUNT. 



VER, 12, Chearful, he play'd the trifle, life, away. 

DryderC^ Don Sebaftian : 

To make the trijie^ death, a thing of moment ! S. 

The following is a verfion, from a periodical publication, 

of an epitaph on Foiiure^ faid to have been written by 

himfeif ; 
Gaily I liv'd, as eafe and nature taught. 
And fpent my little all without a thought ; 
And was amaz'd how Death, that tyrant grim, 
Could think of me, who never thought of him. 

Vcr, 13. This couplet appears in the Mifcellanjes 
thus: 

'Till death fcarce/^// did o*er his pleafures creeps 
As fmiling infants fport themfelves tojleep* 

1 4 The 
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JThe change was made with a view of baniAing the ex* 
pletive did in the former verfe ; which, however, keeps 
it's ftationi as at firft, in ver* 9. of this ppem. 

Ver. 14. As fmifing in^nts fport themfelves to reft. 

DryderCs All for Love : 

jis harmlejs infants moan them/elves ajleep. S. . 

Ver. 16. And tlie gay mourn'd, who never mourn'd before* 

Shak pearls Taming of tfie Shrew : 

And how flie pray'd, that never pray*d before^ &» 

Ver. S3. the ring : 

1 prefumc Hyde Park Circus ^ Rape of the Lock, iv. 117. 
often mentioned under this term in our poet's works. 

Ver. 72. and their, flame ftill warm. 

So Graj^ in his Elegy : 

E'en in our afhes live their wonted fire». 
In the addrefs to this lady on her birth-day, that beauti* 
ful line at the conclufion. 

Peaceful, fleep out the fabbath of the tomb, 
may be compared with one in HudibraS) iii. i. 1349* 

Night is the fabbath of mankind. 

To reft the body and the mind. 



VERSES TO MR. THOMAS 
SOUTHERN. 



' VER. 18, Digeft his thirty*thoufandth dinner. 
I have before called the attention of the reader to this 
lively method of apparent exaggeration in our poet> who 

is 
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Is uncommonly dextrous and faccefsful in iliis rcfj^eft. 
Sec die note on the Epiftle to Mr. Jddlfon^ ver. 38. I 
ftiall make fome farther remarks on a very fine inftance of 
this kind in his Prologue to the Satires, ver. 375. South* 
€rn enjoyed a felicity beyond the wifli of Popey and lived 
to eat (if not to digeft fo many) about thirteen hundred 
dinners more than the number de fired for him ; having 
died May 26, 1 746, in the 86th year of his age. 

Ver. 19. Walk to his grave without reproach. 
And fcom a rafcal and a coach. 

Our poet, I prefume^ mufl: have written in his copy to 

the printer. 

And fcom a rafcal /» a coach : 

not only becaufe the fentimcnt feemrs to requiix this cbr- 

reftion, but becaufe he appears- to imitate Dryden in this 

place, at his Art of Poetry, Canto ii." 
ProteGed humble goodnefs from reproach^ 
Shew'd worth onfooU and rafcals in the coach. 



VERSES TO MR. JOHN MOORE. 



VER. 5. Man is a very worm by birth. 

Captain RadcUffcy in Dryden*s Mifcellanies : 

And what then ? Mans a worm : thefe we glow- worms 

may name : 
For, as they're dark of body, have tails all ofjlame : 
as our poet juft below, ver, 15. 

The nymph, whofe tailis all on fiamc^ 
Is aptly term'd a glow-worm. 

Ver. 12. 
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Vcn 12.' That ancient worm the devil. 

So called, becaufe elfewhere ftiled an old ferpent. Mac- 

beth, Aft iii. Scene 4. 

There the grown ferpent lies : the worm, that's fled^ 
Hath nature, that in time will venom breed. 

MiltoHy Paradife Loft, ix, 1068. 

O Eve, in evil hour thou did'ft give ear 
To that falfe worm^ qf whomfoever taught 
To counterfeit man's voice. 

Cowley^ in his Davideis, i. 306. where Envy is repre- 

fented as aifailing the breaft of Saul : 

With that flic takes 

One of herworft, her beft ht\o\tA J nakes : 
^ «« Softly, dear fVorm I foft and unfeen/' faid flie, 
** Into his bofom fteal." 



V E R S E/S 

ON HIS 

GROTTO AT TWICKENHAM. 



Dr. Borlafe^ the celebrated Cornifli antiquary, furnifiit 
our author with the greateft part of the materials for this 
grotto : and the dolor's name, compofed of cryftals, may 
be feen in it. Ofi this occafion, Pope fays in a letter to 
his benefador : " I am much obliged to you for your va- 
" luable colleftion of Cornrjb diamonds. I have placed 
** them, where they may beft reprefent yourfelf, in a 
^*Jhade, but Jhining :" alluding to the obfcurity of Dr. 
BQrlaje*s fituation, and the brilliancy of his talents, Bio- 
graphia Britannica, article Borlafe^ 

6 VER. I. 
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VER. !• Thou, who (halt ftop, where Thames' tranflu- 
cent wave 
Shines a broad mirror through the fhadowy cave : 

from Milton^ in his Comus, ver. 86 1* 
Sabrina fair! 
Liften where thou art fitting 
Under the glafly, cool, tranjlucent wave. 

f 

ON TWO LOVERS, 
KILLED AT HARVEST-WORK BY LIGHTNING. 



VER, 2, On the fame pile the faithful pair expire. 

It is rematkable, that neither of the bards, employed on 
this fhort poem, (hould have difcovered the abfurdity in 
this line. The hufb^nd, in the cafe of the Eaftern 
cuftom, is already dead ; and is laid on the funeral piic^ 
not to expire^ but to confume. On this fubjeft a friend 
made the following epigram : 

Thefe two faithful lovers, ah ! dreadful mifliap I 

So chafte and fo innocent, died of a clap ! ^ 

EPITAPHS. 



EPITAPH L 
ON CHARLES, EARL OF DORSET. 

VER. 5. Yet foft his nature, though fevere his lay. • 

This praife holds eminently true of Dorfet : 

** The beft good man with the worft-natur*d Mufe," 
is a wcU known verfe, defcriptive of his charader. And 
' Burnet 
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Burnet corroborates this teftimony : ** Lord Dorfet was 
" a generous good-natured man. Never was fo much 
** ill nature in a pen as in his, joined with fo much good 
** nature as was in himfelf, even to excefs : for he was 
** againft all puniihing, even of malefaftors,'* &c. Hift. 
of his own Time, vol. i, p. 264. ed. 1724. W. 

Ver. 8. As fhow*d, Vice had his hate, and pity too. 

Imitated from Waller^ on the death of Lady Rich : 

her look and mind 

At once were lofty, and at once were kind. 

There dwelt the /corn of Ficcy and pity too. 
The fecond verfe may be compared with ver* 82 of 
Windfor-Foreft, for fimilarity of ftrufture : 

At once the chafer, and at once the prey. 

IIL 
ON THE HONOURABLE SIMON HARCOURT. 

VER. 4. Or gave his father grief, but when he died. 

This not unpleafing thought refembies a couplet of Pro- 
pertius, iv. 11. 55. 

Nee te, dulce caput, mater Scribonia, Isefi : 

In me mutatum quid, nifi fata, velis ? 
For blamcj my life, dear parent ! gave no room : 
What could'ft thou wife were chang'd, but my un- 
timely doom i 
But Mr. White remarks as follows: This poor conceit 
was by no means original in Pope. **A great prince 
" (fays Rerejby in his Mifccllany) on the death of his 
*^ queen, was heard to exclaim, *Is it pofEblc, that (he 
*^ ihould be dead, and that I muft lofe her for ever ? She, 
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•• ivho never gave me the leaft trouhle befide this of her 
deaths And Hackett^ ii. p. 15. quotes from Montfaucons 
LUCIA JULIA PRISCA 
Vixit annis xxvL 
Nihil unquam peccavit 
Ntfi quod mortua eji» 
And on a ftonc in St. Mary Magdalen's, Bermondfey, 
1694. 
Compteat in all but days, refign'd her breath ; 
Who never difohey'd^ hut in her death* 
Again, Steek (zjs of King WiUiam, ** A prince, vho never 
«( did or fpofce any thing, th^t could ji^ftly give grief to 
^^ his people, but when he mentioo^d his fuccellion to 
« them/' See alfo Speftator, No. 135. 

V. 

ON ROWE. 

VER. 2. And near thy Shakfpearc place thy honour'd buft, 
Drydeny in his prologue to the Tempeft : 
So, from old Shakfpeare*^ honoured dufl^ this day 
Springs up and buds a new-reviving play. 

Vcr. 9. And bleft, that. timely from our fcene removM, 
Thy foul enjoys the liberty it lov'd. ' 

^ This couplet feems to have profited from a very beautiful 
and pathetic paflage ift J, Talhoi's Dream, oc'cafioned by 
the death of I^ady SeymoHr. Dry^den's Mifc. iii. 52. 
No longer then thefe pious forrows fhed, 
Nor vainly think thy happy parent dead, 
Whofe deathlefs mindy from its weak prifonfree^ 
Enjoys in heaven its native liberty. 

8 The 
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The firft of thele verfes refemblcs one in that unrivalled 
apoftrophe of our poet in his Epiftle to Mr. Jervas : 
Mufe ! at that name Hxy /acred /arrows Jlied. 

VI. 
ON MRS. CORBET. 

VER. lo. The faint fuftain*d it, but the woman dy*d* 
This admirable line may have been fuggelled by one 
fimilar in fome anonymous verfes on the death of the 
Marquis of Blandford : Dryden's Mifc. v. 39. 
Tho* raging paflions tore her tender mind. 
She grieved as womariy but as/aint reJtgrCd. 

VIII. 
ON SIR GODFREY KNELLER. 

VER. 7. Living, great Nature fear'd he might outvie 
Her works ; and, dying, fears herfelf may die. 

The turn alfo in Spencer's epitaph, faid to be written by 
himfelf, is much the fame :• 

Anglica, te vivo, vixit plaufitque poefis ; 
Nunc moritura timet, te moriente, mori. 

X. 

ON MR. ELIJAH FENTON. 

VER. !• This modeft flone, what few vain marbles can. 
May truly fay. Here lies an honeft man. 

Thefe thoughts are borrowed from Crajlianxi\ Epitaph on 
Mr. Afliton ; 

The 
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The modeft front of this fmall floor, 
Belceve me, reader, can fay more, 
Than many a braver marble cauy 
Here lies a truly honejl man. 

Ver. 7. Calmly he lookM on either life, and here 
Saw nothing to regret, or there to fear. 

The fame fentiment is foutid in AfartiaPs Epigrams, x. 23. 
Prsetcritosque dies, et totos refpicit annos j 
Nee metuit Lethes jam propioris aquas : 
Nulla recordanti lux eft ingrata, gravisque ; 

Nulla fuit, cujus non meminifle velit. 
Calm he recalls the paft ; and, free from fear. 
Views Lethe's flood, deep murm'ring on his ear : 
Each day, each hour, in vifion leaves imprefs'd 
A fweet memorial on his confcious breaft. 
And it may not be unfeafonable to obfervc, that Dr. John" 
Jon in his Life of Fenton wrongly aflerts him to have left 
the liniverfity without a degree ; as appears both from 
the lifl: of Cambridge graduates, and the matriculation 
book of Jefus'College^ to which he belonged. 



XL 
ON MR. GAY* 

Ver. 2. In wit, a man ; fimplicity, a child. 
Fifteen Comforts of Matrimony, i2mo. 1721. 
In fhape, a man \ but in his wit^ a child. S. 

Ver. II. But that the worthy and the good (hall fay, 
Striking their penfive bofoms, Here lies Gay. 

This thought is originally in Crajhaw\ Epitaph on Mr. 
Herrys 5^ as Mr. Steevem and Mr. White alfo obferved : 

Enough : 
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Enough : now, if thou canft, pafs on : 

For now alafs ! n9t in this Jiom^ 

Paflcnger ! whoe're thou art. 

Is he efitomb^dy but in thy heart. 
Mr. J^hite adds farther : Hackett in his Epitaphs, vol* i. 
p. 193. ren^arks, however, that he found, in an old col- 
ledlion of Latin and Greek verfes on the death of Henry 
Prince of Wales, two lines which it is not impoffible Pope 
had feen : 

Angle ! tuum tumulus fit cor, titulus fiet i(te : 
Henricus princeps mortuus — ^Hic fit us eft. 
Mr. fVhite here ojbfervcs, that the following epigram, 
which was printed in Pof/s own edition of his works, 
1738, 1 2mo. vol. ii. part 2. p. 162. fliould not have been 
omitted in a colledion of his minor pieces : 

I am the prince's dog, at Kew : 

Pray tell mc, Sir, who's dog are you ? 

SAPPHO TO PHAON.' 



\EK, I. Say, lovely youth, that doft my heart command, 

7'his feems turned from Mrs. Behn's tranflation : 
Siiy-y lovely youth, why would'ft thou thus betray 
My eafy faith, and lead my h^art away.^ 

Ver, 9. I buro„ I burn, as when through ripenM corn 

By driving winds the fpreadiug flames are borne. 

Our poet has not much varied here from the couplet of 

his prcdeccflbr 3ir Carr Scrope : 

J burny I burny like kindled flekls of corr^ 
When by the driving winds thefiamts are bvrne. 

Ver. ij. No more my foul a charm in mufic fi«ds; 
Mufic has charms alone for peaceful mimh. 

Scrop€*^ 
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.Scrope^s couplet exceeds this in fimpltcityy and to my 
tafte, on the whole, is preferable : 
My Mufe and lute can now no longer plcafc t 
They are th* employments of a mind at eafe. 

Ver. 107. The vows, you never will return, receive ; 
And take at leaft the love you will not give. 
Scrope 18 pleafing here : 

Oh ! let me once more fee thofe eyes of thine ! 
Thy love I aflt not : do but fuffer mi^e. 

Ver. 149, Then round your neck in wanton wreaths I 
twine ; 
Then you, methlnks, as fondly circle mine* 

Here, I prefume, he confulted iT?«/<7«V execution of the 
paflage : 

Around my neck thy fond embraces twine \ 

Anon, methlnks my arms incircle thine. 

Ver. 1 55. But when, with day, the fweet delufions fly, 
And all things wake to life and joy, but I, 
^ As if once more forfakep, I complain, 
And clofe my eyes to dream of you again : 
Then frantic rife, and like fome Fury rove 
Thro' lonely plains, and thro* the filent grove. 

Thefe thoughts alfo he has transferred with embelllfh* 
' ment into his Eloifa, ver. 235. 

I wake : — no more I hear, no more I view : 
The phantom flic $ me^zs unkind as you — • 
To dream once more I clofe my willing eyes : 
Yefo/t illuflonsi dear deceits, arife ! 
Alas ! no more ! methinks we waking go 
Thro' dreary waftes^ and weep cack otKcr's woe. 

Ver. 177. With mournful Philomel I join my firainj 
Of Tereus (he, of Phaon I complain. 

K This 
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This is an improrcmcnt on Scrape : 

: except the mournful PbilomeU 

With hers my difmal notes all night agree : 
Of Tereusfhe complains ^ and I of thee* 

The laft verfe is, I think, better than Popff*$» 

Ver. 189. There (lands a rock, from whofe impending 
fteep 
Apollo's fane furveys the rolling deep. 
An excellent couplet ! . but not without Fenton*^ aid, who 
falls but little fhort of equal excellence : 
High on whofe hoary top an awful fane^ 
To Phoebus rear'd,/«rt;^p the fubjeft main. 

Vcn 207. Ye gentle gales, beneath my body blow; 
And foftly lay me on the waves below ! 

There is an eafe and fimplicity in thefe verfes, that could 
not be exceeded : a fmall acknowledgement, however, 
muft be rendered to Dry den in his Annus Mirabilis, 
ftanza 304. 
A conftant trade-wind will fecurely blo'u;^ 
And, gently lay us on the fpicy fhore. 
Indeed the whole epiftle, if we except a few inaccuracies 
of expreffion, and the want of that complete poliih in the 
veriification, the refult of his improved tafte and maturer 
judgement, is far fuperior to any tranflation of its kind in 
our language : and (hews him as equal to theunaffedted 
graces of Ovidlan paffion, as to the terrible fublimity of 
Homer*s battles. See particularly ver# 214 — 2 1 8. and 
ver. 228 — 232. 

Ver. 224. Ah ! canft thou rather fee this tender breafi 

Daih'd on thefe rocks than to thy bofom prcft ? 

A flight adjttftment ofFenton*^ couplet, with amendment : 

Or 
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Or iadfi thbti tMhtr fn thU tnuUr bnttft, 
Bruis'd on the cliff, tha» olofe to Y)m>ti*%preji f 

Vcr. a J6. My Pbntfti's fled, and I thofe kfts refign. 

The chimfinefs of tfaiaf Knc were cafily removed, thus: 
My Bhaon fled> thofe arts Xn^w refign* 

Ver. 25a. O launch thy bark, fecure of profp'rous gales^ 
Cupid for thee (hall fpread the fwelling fails. 

A couplet modelled from Fenton : 
Cupid, aiiiued vfith propitious gales^ 
Will hand the -rudder, and dire£l the fails : 

^ho is clofer to his author, but neither graceful nor ap* 

propriate in his exprei&on. Thus ? 

Love ^t the item (hall (leer us, as we fail i 
Shall furl, or fpread the canvas to the gale. 

What can exceed the delicacy of Ovi(C% diftich ? 

Ipfe gubernabit, refidens in puppe, Cupido : 

Ipfe dabit tenera vela, legetque, rnanu. 



TEMPLE OF FAME. 



We have hete, in my judgements a poem of extraordinary 
excellency I and one, which feems never to have gained 
an applaufe at all correfpondent to it^s merits. The ver^^ 
fification is pure and melodious in a degree not furpafled 
by the beft pieces of our author \ the defcriptions are 
rich and luxuriant ; and the fcenery, after every allow- 
ance of originality to his predeceflbrs, is the offspring of 
a very fruitful and vigorous imagination^ The twentjf^ 

K 2 four 
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f^ur laft lines are equal to any fpecimen of Engliih 
poetry in a (imilar tenoity of fubje£^. 

Ver. !• In that foft feafon, when defcending ihow'rs 

Call forth the greens, and wake the riiing flpw'rs; 
When op'mng buds falute the welcome day. 
And earth relenting feels the genial ray. 

Thefe delightful drains have derived beauty from various 
paflages of preceding poets. Dryden^ Virg. Geo. ii. 456« 

And boldly truft the buds in open air. 

In this foft feafon — : 
• and again, Geo. iii, 500. 

But when the weftem winds with vital power 

Call forth the tender grafs, and budding flower — . 
That admirable term relenting might probably be fur- 
nifhed by OgUby^ at the beginning of the firft Georgic : 

When firft the fpring the froft-bound hills unbinds. 

And harder glebe relents with vernal winds- 
Gray had this palTagc in view, and would have given a 
much better ftanza by adopting the other phrafc of Pope 
a}fo, thus : 

Lo ! where the rofy-bofom'd Hours 
Fair Venus' train appear : 

Call forth the long-expedling flowers, 
And wake the purple year. 
There is much lefe vivacity and pi£lure in the formal 
word difclofe. 

Ver. 5. As balmy fleep had charm'd my cares to reft. 
And love itfelf was banifli'd from my breaft, 
(What time the morn myfterious viflons brings, 
While purer (lumbers fpread their golden wings), 
A train of phantoms in wild order rofe, 
- And joinM, this intelleHual fcene compoft. 

, Cowley y 
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C^ley\ in his Complaint : 

In a deep vifion's intelleflual fccne : 
and Mrs. Singer's Viiion ; -which is clofdy imitated 
through the whole quotation ; 

But, as I unrefolv'd and doubtful lay, 

Afy cares in eajl^jlumbers glide away ; 

Nor withyS/rA grateful Jleepy fuch foothing reJJ^ 

And dreams like thcfe^ I a'er befbre was biefs'd : 

No wild uncouth chimeras intervenfc, 

To break the perfedl ihteUeilual fctnu 

Ver. 1 1. I flood, methought, betwixt earth, feaii, and ikies. 
Dryderiy Ovid. Met. xii. 

Full in the midft of this created fpace^ 

Betwixt heav^riy earthy andjkics^ there (lands a place 

Confining on all three. • . 

Ver. 13. In air felf-balanc'd hung the globe below. 

This verfe was formed from a very fine one in Paradife 
Loft, vii. 242. 

And Earth f elf' balanced on her center hung. 

Ver. 23. Like broken thunders, that at dlftancc roar. 

This fimile is very happily employed by Milton^ V^r. 

Loft, ii. 476. 

Their rifing all at once was as the found 

Of thunder'heard remote. . . ^ 

Ver. 27. High on a rock of ice the ftru£ltirc lay, 

. . Steep its afcent, and flippVy was the way. 

The temple of Fame is reprefented on a foundation ©f 
ke^ to fignify the brittle nature and precarious tenure, as 
well a^ the difficult attainment of that pofleffion, accord* 
ing to the poet himfclf below, ver. 504. 
So hard to gain, fo eafy to be Joft ! 

K3 And 
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And there is a general r^femblancc to the celebrated verfci 
of Hejiod : 

Ttnr f^v TM JLcuiomrA mcu ixoSb? ettiv iXEo^oti 

Ty}( }* Af £Tit( r^f MTtf ^coc vgowofoikv sQniuaf 
MavaTor fuatf&' it ttcfi o/A®* otfi^ «r* otmiv, 

Crowdsi ufimokfted, Vice may make their prize i 
Short is the road> an4 clofe at hand it lies. 
But Powers ipiinortal Virtue have decreed 
(XPain^ wd perfevcring Toil, the meed. 
Long rounds, ihairp rocks, and rugged fteeps delay 
The laboring, panting pilgrim on his way. 
Compare J^/f^tfw, chap. vii. verr. 13, 14. 

V^r. 55. Pale funs, unfelt, at diftj^nce roll away. 

And on th' impafiiye ice the lighfnings play. 

A very beautiful, and, in every refpeft, an unexceptionr 
able couplet ; as a foil, for a more confpicuous exhibi- 
tion of it's excellence, take a verfe from Drjden qn tlic 
fame fubjeft, Virg, Geo. iii, 550. 
Tbe fan from far peeps with a fickly face, 
Too we?ik the clouds and, mighty fogs to chace^ 

Vpr. 73. Heroes in animated marble frown, 

And legiflators fccm to think in Aon^. 

This fpecies of rcprcfentative defcriptioh is a favourite 
exercife of poetical ingenuity, and has fucceeded very 
well with our author in ^hc prefent inftance. Cowley 
Vrill furni(h a curious fpecimen of th^t puerUe extrava- 
gance, in which the luxuriance of his own fiftiKiy, under 
$be influence of a falfe tafte predominant in bis days, de«» 
lighte^l to indulge itfelf. Davids ii. 529. 

Sofne 



ON POPE. 135 

Some carve the trunks^ and hreaibtng/bupts beftow. 

Giving the trees more life than when they grow. 
He had not erred, if his teeming imagination had not run 
over into the fecond line of the couplet. Griiy might 
pofBbly have the paflage before us in his memory : 

Can ftoried urn, or animated buji — f 
We have had an excellent verfe of this kind before from 
our poet, in his Epiftle to Addifon : 

There warriors /r^wwwj: in hiftoric brafs. 

Vcr. 77. CrownM with an architrave of antique mold. 
And fculpture rifing on the roughen*d gold. 

The fecond verfe is excellent} an improvement on Fir-* 
^//, -fin. ix, 263. 

— argento perfcfta atque afpera fignis 

Pocula: 
** cups rough with embofTed figures." DryderC% verfion» 
who followed Lauderdale or Ogilby, aflifted our poet 
here : 

two tripods caft in antique mould. 

With two great talents of the fintd gold : 
and in Iliad, ix. 157, to which I refer the reader. Nor 
did Drydetiy at -ZEn. viii. 830. efcape notice : 

And Roman triumphs rijing on the gold. 

Ver. 83. J trees, moving to the found, 

Start from their roots. 

This anticipation, in the epithet moving^ of the animated 
cffeft, exhibited by the word Jlart, is cxceediugly un- 
happy. He fliould have written, 

trees, UJlening to the found, 

Start from their roots. 

Ver. 85. Amphion there the loud creating lyre 

Strikes, and beholds a fudden Thebes afpire. 

If 4 This 



136 OBSERVATIONS 

Thjs paufe at the word Jlrihs is made with gicat judge- 
ment, iind renders the v«:fc . finely defcriptivc of the cir- 
cumftance. It exai9:ly refembles an artifice of this kind 
in Hofn^rflhi^.Sl. 

Avrapi csr/EtT* ^unoicn^ &iX&' fx^9retwf$ Bfm^y 

Milfon^ in Par. liod. xi* 491. has attempted this beauty 
with fuccefs : 

And over them triumphant Death his dart 

Shook ; but dclay'd to ftrike. 
In Gray*s fragment of a poetical eflay, there is a couplet 
worthy of notice in this refpcfl: : 

Here meafurM laws and philoibphxc eafe 

FiXf and improve the polifliM arts of peace.' 
That pofition of the word/jp, accompanied with' a paufe, 
gives additional beauty to the paflagCi by harmonifing 
with the fentimcnt. 

Moreover, two verfes of fVallery Upon his Majefty's 
repairing to St. Paul's, may be properly produced for 
comparifon on this occafion : 

He, like Amphion, makes thofe quarries leap 

Into fair figures from a confus'd heap. 

Vcr. 9 1 . There might you fee the length'ning fpires afceod. 
The domes fwell up, the widening arches bend, 
The growing tow'rs, like exhalations; rife, 
And the huge columns heave into the ikies. 

The reader may compare with thefe grand verfes our 
poet's Moral Eflays, iv. ver. 57 — 65. and ver. 197—203. 
pafTages of a (imilar complexion. 

A fine paragraph in Dr. Johnforfs Obfervations on 
Falkland Iflands might be indebted for a beauty to the 
third verfe of the quotation before us. **But, at the 

" conclufion 
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** concUfi'on of a ten years^ war, how are we recom«- 
*' penfed for the death of multitudes, and the expence of 
*^ millions, but bj comemplating the fudden glortes of 
*' paymafters atid agents, contractors and conimiflartes ; 
" whofe'cquipages feine like meteors, and whofe palaces 
** rife like exhalations P*' 

Ver. 94. With di'mond flamingo and barbaric gold. 

A verfe pf true epic majefty, indebted fomcthing to 

Miltorty Par. Loft. ii. 4. 
' Or where the gorgeous Eaft with richeft hand 
Show-rs on her kings barbaric pearl and gMi 

and fomelbing'to Ovid^ Met. ii. 2« 

Clara micalnte auro, flammasque imitante pyropo^ 
The fun's bright palace, on high columns. raisM, 
With burnifh'd^o^/ znd Jiam'ing jewels blaz'd. Jddifin, 

Ver. 116. His giant limbs are arm*d in fcales of g Id. 

So Vlrgtly JEtk, ix. 707. 

r- dupHci fquama iorica fidelis, et auio : 

where Dryden% verfjon is, 

Nor coat of double mail, "^xx^cv fcales of gold: 

Down funk the monjler^bulk, 

Ver. 1 38. and roofs of fretted gold. 

So Milton^ Par. Loft, i. 717. a paflagc ufeful to our poet 

in other part§ of this poem : 

- — . Doric pillars overlaid 

With golden architrave 5 nor did there want 
Cornice or freeze, the bofly fculptures graven : , 
The roof was fretted gold^ 

Ver. 143. As heav'n with ftars, the roof with jewels glow«; 
And ever-living lamps depend in rows. 

This 
8 
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Thb fine conpkt adfe ^sKan not wrought without confuU 
tartion with our hallowed bard at the fame paflage of that 
EiUime effufion of human genios, yen 726. 

. from the arched rco^ 

Pendent by fubtle magic many a row 

Qiflarry lamps and blazing creiTetSi fed 

"Widi Naphtha and Afphaltus> yielded light 

^sfram ajky. 

Vcr. 146. The fage hiftorians in white garments wait. 

The white garments are faitable emblems of pure purpofe 
and undecareited truth; veritatis tion fuiai^t : for which 
we leein to want an elegant appropriate term in our lai»« 

guage. ' 

Ver^'i 55. There Caefar, grac'd with both Mincrvas, fhone, 
Dryden has an admirable line of the fame fort at iBneid^^ 

¥!!• 1097, 

Unbred to fpinning, in the loom unlkiird. 
She chofe the nobler Pallas of the field. 

Ver 169. Thofe of lef& noify, and lefs guilty fame. 

This is very beautiful ; and he has tranfplanted the 
thought with fome variation into his Epitaph on the 
Duke of Buckingham : 

Yet fofter honours and lefs noify fame 

Attend the (hade of gentk Buckinghanv 

Vcr. i83* Eternal adamant compos'd his throne. 

So Dr. Johnfon^ in a moft noble paragraph of that mag« 
nificent compofitlon, his Preface to Shakfpeare : " Time, 
♦* which is continually wafting away the diflbluble . 
•* fabrics of other poets, paflcs without injury by the 
*• adamant of Shakfpeare^* 

Vcr. 195. 
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Ten 19;. And here and there difclosM a brave negled. 

As he fays alfo of the Roman lyrift in his Efiay on CtU 
ticifm, ver. 653. 
Horace ftill charms With graceful negligence. 

Ver. 198, Finifti'd the whole, and labourM every part, V 

With patient touches of uqweary'd art. 

This IS properly defcriptive both of Firgirs purpofe and 
the attainment of it in his Paftomls and Georgics, but is 
unhappily extended to include his great poem, left un- 
finiflied by death, and fo little anfwering to the great 
idea of this illuftrious artift, as to be doomed by his lalt 
injunSion to the flames. 

Ver^ SQj. Great without prid?, in modeft majefty. 

Our poet had his eye probably on Paradife Loft, iv. 310. 

Yielded with coy fubmiffion, modejl pride : 
which rcfemblesClaudian, de F. Mall. Theod. Conf. ver. 

■ : Tigidi fed plena pudoris 

Elucet gravitas,y^z/ jucunda modejio. 

Ver. 204, I91 living fcvlplure on the ides were fpread 
The Latian wars, and haughty Tumus dead. 

The capital circumftances of the -flEneid are felcfted with 
admirable judgement, and delineated with the fined taftc. 
I am delighted myfelf beyond expreffion with the whole 
poem, which alone would have fecured for our poet's 
name a ftation on the firft fcale of genius*— Dry^^/?, 
^neid vi. 33. in an excellent couplet : • 

There too, in living feu Ipturcj might be fecn 

The mad aiFe£lion of the Cretan queen. 

V^r, 2;o. Four fwans fuftain i^czr of filver bright. 

6 Pindar 
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Pindar is ftikd in the Greek Ahthologia 'EXiiwvi©- nvKv^^ 
tbe ^Hiiiconian fiuan,^nd by Horace Dircaeus cygnus^ 
the/wan of Dirce ; partly, I prefume, from a prevalent 
notion in antiquity of the tuneful powers of this bird, 
and partly from the loftinefe and vigour of his poetic 
flights. . ' 

• Ver. ax J. And boldly finks into the founding firings. 

jf. PBUipSy Paft. V. ver. 95. feemis, from the tenour of the 

pafTage, to have been confulted here : • 
And now, laborious, with a weighty hand 
Hi Jinks into the cords with folemri pace, 
To give the fwelling tones a bolder grace* • 

Ver. 224. Pleas'd with Alcasus' manly rage t' infufe 
The fofter fpirit of the Sapphic Mufe. 

Kc alludes, or rather reprefents the pafTage, to Hor. i- 

Tcmperat Archilochi mufam pede mafcuia Sappho, 

Temperat Alcseus. 
Creech*^ verfion, by a flight fubftitution and including 
Archilochus already mentioned, is highly commendable 
for elegance and accuracy : 

Spft Sappho fweetens all his bitter vein, 

And grave Alcaeus fmoochs his rougher flrain. 

Ver. 235. And various animals his fides furround. 

A very tame and lifelefs verfc indeed I alluding to the 
trcatife of that fagacious writer on this branch of phyfio- 

Ver. 240. Gathering his flowing robe, he fecm'd tofl^ind 
In a£l to fpeak, and graceful flretch*d his hand* 

Cicero is rcprefcnted as gathering his robe in the Pomfrct 

marble 
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marble at Oxford : and the cxprcffion in the fccond vcrfc 
is like one fomewhere employed by Dryden : 

Her legs were buikin'd, and the left before^ 

In a£i t^Jhaot. 

Ver. 246. Scsu'ce to the top I firetch'd my aking fight* 

So in his Odyffey, x. 130, 

A fudden horrour (truck their ak'mg fight. 
Sec my note on the Mefliah, ver. 98. The line which 
compleats this couplet is very profaic ^nd anfipid : 

So large it fwell'd, and fpread to fuch a height. 

Ver. 356. Tbfe dome's high arch refle6ls the mingled 
blaze, 
' 'And forms- a rainbow of alternate rays : 

that is, of rays differently coloured according to the 
changing pofition of the fpeflator's eye. Revelations, 
iv. 3. " And th^re was a rainbow round about t,he throne^ 
" in fight like unto an emerald." Milton^ Par- Loft, 
▼ii. 445. very poetically, of the peacock : 

and th' other, whofe gay train 

Adorns him, color'd with the florid hu^ 

Of rainbows and ftarry eyes. 

Ver. 258. When on the goddefs firft I caft'my fight, ' 
Scarce feemM her ftaturc of a cubit's height ; 
But fwcird to larger fize, the more I gaz'd, 
Till to the roof her tow'ring front flic rais'd. 

This defcription is founded on Firgil*s pifture of Fame 
in the fourth -^neid, which is fo well kno5frn, that I (hall 
only quote two lines ^of Dryderih verfion : 

Soon grows the pigmy to gigantic!; fize ; 

Her feet on earth, hdr forehead in the ikies. 

Ver. 264. Upward the columns (hoot. 

Thii 
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This accent of the word gives a livelf reprefentatlon ot 
the action itfelf. The regular form would have been^ 

The columns upward fhoot ; 
with the words tranfpofed : fee note on ver. 86. 

Ver. 269. And thoufand open eye$^ and thoufand Ufl*ning 
ears. 

But for the pertinacious uniformity of all editions, who 
would iK>t conclude thefe to be errors of the prefer for 
^ thoufand open eyes, a thoufand lift'ning ears ? 

Ver. 272. With eyes on tame for ever fix'd^ they fing; 

For Fame they raife the voice, and tune the 
firing. 

Dryden would here give the latter verfe with great ad- 
dition of majefty, thus : 
For Fame they raife the voice, for Fame they tune the 
ftring. 
But our poet ftudioufly avoided the Alexandrine at all 
times, and the few examples) which were fcattered 
through his earlier efforts and the iirft ' edition of his 
Iliad, were afterwards ftudbufly, but, in my opinion^ 
very injudidoufly, fuperfeded* 

Ver. 273. Thick as the beesj that with the fpring renew 
Their flow'ry toils, and fip the fragrant dew ; 
When the wing'd colonies firft tempt the iky, 
O'er duiky fields and ihaded waters fiy, 
Ot fettling, feize the fweets the bloflbms yields 
And a low murmur runs along the field. 

This defcription is varied, with improvements, from 
Dryden^ iEneid vi. 958. 

About the boughs an airy nation flew, 

IT^ick as the humming bees^ that hunt the golden dtw ; 

In 
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In fummer's heat^ on tops of lilies feed) 

And creep within their bells, to fuck the balmy feed : 

The winged army roams theji^ld around ; 

The rivers and the rocks remurmur to the found : 
who has profited, as ufual, by LaudtrdaU* But neither 
tranflator has a line at all comparable to that delightful 
conclufion of our author : 

And a low murmur runs along the field. 
Popt collefted a fpanglc from Dryden\ vctfcs to ftick 
alfo in a moft brilliant couplet in his EfTay on Man : 

Annual for me, the grape, the rofe, renew 

The juice neftareous, and the balmy dew* 
Ogilhy*s iierfion of the paflage, 

As thick as bees, when they in meadows cling 

To various flow'rs, and rifle all the fpring j 
lent a beautiful claufc to a nobler poet : 

To fair Fidele's grafly tomb 

Soft maids and village hinds Ihall bring 

Each opening fweet of earlieft bloom, 
Jnd rifle all the brcathingy/>r/«^. 

Ver. 288. Millions of fuppliant crouds the lUrine attend. 

So Dryderij Ovid. Met. i. 

Vio fuppliant crouds before the judge appeared. 

Ver. ag i . '• ^ and narrative old age. 

** But, if you will not excufc it by the tattling quality of 
** age, which, as Sir William Davcnant fays, is always 
*^ narrative ; yet I hope the ufefulnefs of what I have 
*' to fay on this fubjeft will qualify the remotcncfs of 
" it." Dryden*^ Dedication of Juvenal. 

Vec 294. Some Aie difgrac'd, and fome with honoucs 
crown'd ; 
Unlike fuceefTes equal merits found. 
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This feems almofl; a literal tranflation from yuvena.^ 

xiii. 104. 

multi 

Committunt eadem diverfo crimina fato : 

Ule cruccm fceleris pretium tulit, hic diadem a. 

. Ah ! how unequal feem th' awards of Fate ! 
Worth, juft the fame, what diflFerent iflues wait ^ 
One patriot, exil'd, roams the favage wood ; 
One fways three realms, and floats the globe with 
blood 1 

Ver. 306. The goddefs heard, and bade the Mufes raifc 
The golden trumpet of eternal praife. 
From pole to pole the winds difFufe the found. 
That fills the circuit of the world around. 

Milton^ Par. Loft, vi. 202. in fimilar ftrain, and with true 
fublimity : ^ 

Michael bid found 

Th' arch-angel trumpet : through the vajl of heaven 
li founded. 
And again, xi. 73. in a magnificence of conception, 
worthy of his fubjeft : 

. he blew 

His trumpet, heard in Oreb fince perhaps 
When God defcended, and perhaps once more 
To found at general doom. ^T/?' angelic blafl 
Ftird all the regions j 
yhere the doubt, conveyed -by the qualification perhaps, 
is not to be referred to thofe events themrdves, of the 
difpenfation of the law arrd the final judgement, but to 
the identity of the trumpet. — ^The fubfequent defcription 
of our poet is both elegant and dignified in a very high 
dcgrec- 

Ver. 347. 
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Vcr. 347. And fwam to empire through the purpfe 
flood. 

A noble verfe ! which probably held out a light to Gray 
in that paflage of genuine fublimity : 

Forbade towdJe through Jlaughter to a thrond^ 
And (hut the gates of mercy on mankind. 
So Shakfpeare^s K. John : 

fVade to the itiarket- place in Frenchmen's blood : 
and in his Henry V. 3. 4. 

The gates of mercy fhall be all (hut up. 
The fame image with the laft occurs alfo in Ovid^ ex 
Pont. ii. 7. 37. 

Sed quia res timida eft omnis mifer ; ct quia longQ' • 
Tempore latitiajanua claufa meae eft./ ... . 

Ver. 374. So foit, tho' high ; fo loud^ and yet io clear. 

An obvious imitation of a well-known verfe in Denham : 

Though deep, yet clear j though gentle, yet not dull. 

Vcr. 375. Ev'n lilVning Angels Ican'd from heav'n t6 
hear. 

As in his St. Cecilia : 

And jdngels lean from heaven to hear : 
where the reader may confulc the imitations in my note. 

Ver. 384. Courts we frequent, where 'tis our pleafing 
care 
To pay due vifits, and addrefs the fair. 

Much after the fame manner in his Rape of the Lock : 
Our humbler province is, to tend the fair : 
Not a lefs pleafing, though lefs glorious care : 

as ver. 392. below rcfembles ver. 156. Canto iii. of the 

fanie poem. 

Ver. 40a. Straight the black clarion fends a horrid found. 
L Thl^ 
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This diTerfity of blaft ^om Fame's trumpet makes gMd 
the remarks of Butler^ Hud. ii. I. 69. 

Two trumpets (he does found at once> 

But both of clean contrary tones : 

But whether both with the fame wind. 

Or one before, and one behind, 

We know not \ only this can tell, 

The one founds vilely, th* other well 5 

And therefore vulgar authors name 

The one Good, th' other Evil Fame. 
This fecond trumpet of the Goddefs is more clearly de« 
fcribed by our poet in his Dunciad, iv. 71. 

And now had Fame's pojierior trumpet bIown« 

Ver. 417. And ffartled Natufe trembkd with the blaft. 

This is very noble, and might be fuggcfted by a paflage 
inParadiie* Loft, ix. 79P. which has, perhaps, no equal 
for fublimity and pathos : 
So faying, her rafh hand in evil hour 
Forth reaching to the fruit, {he pluck'd, (he eat r 
Earth felt the wound ; and Nature^ from her feat 
Sighing through all her works, gave figns of woe 
That all was loft. 
But our great bard muft render his debt of gratitude to 
two of the grandeft efforts of human genius; and both 
from the fame original. The firft is in iEneid iv. 166. 

^Prima et Tellus et pronuba Juno 

Dant fignum : fulfere ignes, et confcius aether^ 
Connubiis \ fummoque ulularunt verttce Nymphx. 
Earth firft and bridal Juno give the fign : . 
See ! lightnings flafh, and confcious iEther fiiinel 
The Nymphs appall'd with fliricks and ho^vliflgs fill 
. The deep recefles of th' umbrageous hiU. 
And the other in Georgic ix. 491. 

■ ibi omnis 

£ffufu» 
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%{(ufys bbot atque immitis rupta tyratiiu 
Foedera, tqrque fragor ftagnis auditus Ayernb* 
Broke was the law, remorfclcfs Pluto gave! 
I^hrice a dread found roarM on the Stygian wave! 

Vcr. 436. As on the fmooth expanse of.cryftal lakes, 
The finking ftone at fir ft a circle makes ; 
The trembling furface, by the motion ftirr^d, 
SpreUds in a fecond circle) then a third $ 
Wide^ and more wide^ the floating rings ad* 

vance^ 
FiH ali tbe vtatVy plaki^ aiid to the ngargici 

dancer 

This cckA'pariibti is tbus beautifully raried in his £fl^y on 
Man^ iv* 331. . 

Self-love but fertvee the vittuoujs itijtid td wake^ 

As the fmall pebbk ilirs the peaceful lake ; 

The centre n^ov'd, a circle fitraight fucceeds^ 

Another ftill, and ilill another fpreads t 
and is parodied with no lefs dexterity in his Duncia^i il# 

405- 

As what a Dutchman plumps into the lakes. 
One circle firil, and then a fecond makes ;- 
What Dujnefs dropt among her fons ipiprefl: 
Like motion from one circle to the reft« 

Ver. 446. Thro' undulating. air the founds are fenti 
Dryder^s vdrfion of Ovid, Met. xii. 
Whence all things, Aough remote, are view'd around^ 
And thither bring their undulating found t 
and the reader, who will make the comparifon, will 
difcover many other refemblances between our poet's 
delcriptioaof the Temple of Fame and the i^prefentatio;i 
of the fame fubje£l: in DrydeH there* 

' L A Ver. 479, 
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Vcr. 478. And tow'rs and temples fink in floods of fire. 
Dryden^ at iEn. ii. 844. 

Troy funk In flames I faw. 

Ver. 504. So hard to gain, fo eafy to be loft ! 
Thus' Otway^ in the Poet's Complaint, ftanza v. 
She promis'd me to raifc my fortune and my name, 
By royal favour, and by endlefs fanU' : 
But never told 
How hard they were to get, how difficult to hold I 
Garths in the preface to his Difpen(ary : ^ Reputation of 
•* this fort is very hard to be got, and very eafy to be lofi : 
•". its purfuit is painful, and its poffeffion unfruitful." : 

Ver. 505. How vain that fecond life in others* breath 
• Th' eftate which w its inherit after death. 

In this elegant cbiipletj repeated with fomc variation in 
the Eflay on Man, iv. 237. he probably had in view the 
conclufion of that fine piece, Cowley*^ Complaint ; where 
the poet addrefles his Mufe : * 

However, of all princes, thou 
Should'ft'not reproach rewards for being fmall or flow ; 
Thou, wiio rewarded but with popular breathy 
And that too after death. 
And much in the fame manner Milton^ Par. Reg. ili. 55. 
And .what delight to be by fuch extoll'd, 
To live upon their tongues^ and be their talk, 
Of whom to be difprais*d were no fmall praife ? 
Toung probably followed our poet, in his fourth Satire : 
Fame's a reverfion, in which men take place 
.(Olatc reverfion !) at their own deceafe. 

Vcr. 509, The great man's curfe, without the gains, en- 
dure;* • 
• Be envy'd, wretcfecd, and be flatter'd, poor. 

The 
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TTie whole, of this conclufion always appeared to me 
mcomparably beautiful; and we are furniibed in this 
couplet with a fpecimen of that pregnant concentration 
of fentiment, in which our poet has no rival. With the 
paflage bfefore us, one congenial in his Eflay on Criticifm 
may be very agreably compared from ver. 494 to 508. 
by which comparifon his poetical powers in the verfatility 
of his expreffion, and the exuberance of his conceptions, 
will be happily exemplified. 

Ver, 518. And follow ftill where Fortune leads the way. 

The anonymous tranflator of Gallus in DryderC% Mifcel- 
lanies, vi. p. 168. 

I follow* djiill where Plcafure led the way- 

Ver. 519. Or, if no bafis bear my rifing name, 

But the fall*n ruins of another's fame — . 

So Gay<i in his Fables, part i. fab. 45. 
I hate the man, who builds his name 
On ruins of another's fame. 



THE FABLE OF DRYOPE. 



VER. 13. Andrasmon lov'd; and, blefs'd in all thofe 
charms 
That pleased a god, fucceeded to her arms. 

This flowing couplet he has tranfplanted into more places , 
than one of his verfion of Homer. Many parts of this 
Fable are indeed executed in his happieft manner, and 
would not have miftccomc his powers in their maturity. 
L3 An 
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An uncommon rein of tendernefs and fioiplkity funs 
through a feries of fweet and nnzScStcd verfification, 

Ver. ^j. But lo ! I faw, as near her fide I i!oody 
The violated bloflbms drop with blood. 

Here he is indebted to Dryden, at -flEneid iii. 53. 
I bent my knees upon the ground : once more 
The violated myrtle ran with gore. 

Ver. 64. No more a woman, nor yet quite a tree. 

From Cowle/z trai^sfornutaon of Lot's wife, David, iil. 
254. 

No more a ivomaftf nor yet quite a (lone. 

Ver. 6j. Thy branches hung with humid pearU appear* 

This is chiefly borrowed from DrydetC% Virgil,' Eel. x. 
And hung with humid pearls the lowly ihrub appears. 
Compare our poet's fourth' Paftoral, ver. 31, and the 
notes there. 

Ver. 78. And to his mother let him oft be led, 

Sport in her ihades, and in her (hades be fed. 

What enchanting verfes! and how fuccefsfully, with 

additional tendernefs and grape, has he preferved th^ 

beautiful repetition of his author ! 

noftraque fub arbore faep^ 

Lac facitote bibat ; noftraque fub arbore ludat. 

There is a (imilar repetition of great merit in Rofcommon*% 

tfanflation of Virgins tenth Eclogue ; 

Dropp'd from his head a wreath lay on the ground i 
In hajle they feiz'd him, and in hajie they bound. 

Ver, 92. Farewell ! and fincc I cannot bend to join 
My lips to yours, advance at leaft to min^« 
My fon, thy mother's parting kifs receive, 
"VVhile y^t thy motHef has a kifs to give* 

lean 
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^Y can no more; the creeping rind bvato 
My clofing lips, and hides my head in ihades. 

This refembles Stanley*^ verfion of Bion on the Death of 
Adonis, as I find it quoted in Ogilby*s annotations on the 
fourth Georgic. Stanley's book itfelf I never eould pnvr 
cure ; otherwife, I cannot doubt but more imitations of 
our poet would be dete£led. 

■ Adonis, ftayj 

Haplefs Adonis, (lay but till I twine 

Thee in thefe arms, and mix my lips with thine* 

Adonis, wake fo fhort a time, to give 

A dying kifs, but whilft a kifs may live. 
The lad couplet of Pope is indebted to a verfe in DryJen*t 
verfion of Ovid, Met. viii. 

At once th* incroaching rinds their clojing lips invade. - 



IMITATION OF CHAUCER. 



VER. 21. Te-hc, cried ladies: Gierke nought fpake. 
Butler* s Hudibras, part iii. canto 3. ver. 133. 
That laugh'd and tee-he* d with derifion. 

OF SPENCER. 

VER. 53. Ne Richmond's fclf ; from whofe tall front are 
e>'M 
Vales, fpires, meandering ftrcams, and Wind- 
iox*$ tow'ry pride; 

L 4 meaning 
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meaning Water^lane in that village. And on this cir- 
cumftance, of the rich' and cxtenfive profpcft from 
Richmond Hill, Thomfon alfo beautifully defcants in his 
.Summer : 

'■ ■ ■ ' or afcend, 

While radiant Summer opens all its pride. 
Thy hill, delightful Shene ? Here let us fweep 
The boundlefs landfldp : now the raptur'd eye. 
Exulting fwift, to huge Augufta fend, 
Now to the fifter hills that ikirt her plain. 
To lofty Harrow now, and now to where 

Majeftic WJndfor lifts his princely brow • 

;Gne part of Richmond, when I firft knew the place, was 
ftill called Weft Shene, before the buildings were dilapi- 
dated, and the lands cut off from the public, to indulge a 
puerile propenfity, by enlarging the enormous gardens of 
his prefent Majefty, who has efTentially impaired the 
rural beauties of the places and contra£led the boundaries 
of It's inhabitants. 

Armftrong has treated the fame fubjefl: in ftrains of " 
equal excellence, in his Art of preferving Health, ver. 
no. 
There chufe thy feat, in fomc afpiring grove, 
Faft by the flowly- winding Thames; or where 
Broader ihe laves fair Richmond's green retreats j 
Richmond that fees a hundred villas rife, 
Rural or gay. 
It is much to be lamented, that thefe. beautiful verfes 
fhould be deformed by two confiderable blemifhes : the 
one, an unpoetical transformation of Father Thames into 
a female \ and that ambiguity, which leaves the proper 
fubftantive of the words — rural or ^^y-^uncertain to the 
generality of readers; I, who am well acquainted with 

Richmond, 
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Richmond, know certaiply, that the poet meant them of 
Richmond itfelf, and had particularly in view the fylvan 
folitudes of Richmond park-* 



ON COWLEY. - 

IMIT- ii. ver. 13. The baby in that funny fphere-*-: 
meaning the pupil in that bright eye : called by the Greeks' 
*of>i* a girly or virgin: upon which w6rd a quaint 
conceit of Xenophon's is juftly cenfured by Longinus in 
his fourth feftion on the Sublime : and the reader may 
find, if he pleafe, a fimilar playfulnefs on this word, 
equally witlefs and infipid, mentioned by Plutarch at the 
beginning of his treatife on Falfe Shame. The Hebre\if 
alfo called the pupil^ " the daughter of the eye :" Pfalm 
xvii. 8. 



ESSAY ON MAN. 



B O O K L 



THE elementary propofitions, advanced in thefe poems, 
may be found fcattered up and down Lord Bolingbroke's 
Fragments, or minutes of EfTays •, in .which, as far as 
my judgement can prbnounce, very excellent principles 
of Theifm, unconneded with Revelation, are contained. 
With refpedJ- to the merit of our poet in this work, I 
cordially accede to the decifion of Dr. Johnfon. "The 
** eflay (fays that energetic and comprehenfive writer) 
*• plainly appears the fabrick of a poet. What Doling* 
8 « broke 
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*• broke fupplled, could T)c only the firft principles r the 
^ order, illuflration^ and embelliihments muft all be 
" PopeV'" 

Indeed, Bolingbroke himfelf, in his letter to Pope, has 
judicioufly prefcribed the proper office of his friend ; who 
adopted and executed the prefcription with unrivalled 
felicity. ** It feenos to me, (fays the noble author) that 
** the bufincfs of the pbilafopher is, to dilate, if I m^y 
*• borrow this word from TuUy, to .prefs, to prove, to 
** convince ; and that of the poet, to hint, to touch his 
*^ fubje£t with (hort and fpirited ftrokes, to warm the 
•* affedlions, and to fpeak to the heart." 

This topic is brought forwards alfo in Bofweirs Life 
of Johnfon, iii. pp. 197, 198, and my opinion upon the 
teftimony of Dr. Blair, there adduced, is punctually 
correfpondent with that of the mod fagaciou& fubjcA of 
the narrative. 

Ver. 3. Life can little more fupply. 

Than juft to look about us, and to die. 

Much Jn the fame manner Denham^ Of Prudence ; 

Learn to live well, that thou may'ft die fo too : 

To live and die is all we have to do : 
the latter of which verfes our poet has in ferted without 
alteration in his Prologue to the Satires, ver. 262. 

Ver. 7. A wild, where weeds and flow'rs promifciious 
flioot ; 
Or garden, tempting with forbidden fruit. 

Man, as a compound of Virtue and Vice, Wifdoni and 
Folly, may be compared to a wild of promifcuous weeds 
and flowers : or, as a being, perpetually liable to the fc- 
dudions of paflion and the allurements of worldly plea- 
6 fares, 
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furcs, may be confidcrcd as a garden^ holding forth a fo« 
licitation of his appetite in the fruit of an interdiftcd 
tree. Warburton's comment on thefe two verfes appear* 
to me too far fetched^ and erroneous. 

Vcr. 13. Eye Nature's walks, ihoot Folly as it flies. 

This whole pafTage is one of the happieft fpecimens of 
poetical dexterity in the condu(fi of an allufion, without 
aberration or incongruity* that has fallen under my ob* 
fervation^ X>ryden^ perhaps, in his Abfalom and Achi» 
tophel, part ii. might be prefent to our author's recol- 
leflion at this place: ' 

^r^^ while he with watchful eye 

Obferves, and^^o/j their treafonsas they Jly. 

Ver. 24. And catch the manners living, as they rife* 

A fine improvement on the expreflion of' the fame pre* 

cept in Horace^^ Art of Poetry, ver. 317. 
Refpicere exemplar vitse morumque jubebo 
Do£lum imitatorem, et vivas hinc ducere voces* 

Ver. 16. But vindicate the ways of God to man. 
** Natural theology and natural religion have been cor-v 
^ rupted to fuch a degree, that it is grown, and was fo 
" long fince, as neccflary to plead the caufe of God^ if I 
*^ may ufe this expreflion after Seneca, againft the divine, 
*^ as againft the atheift t to afTert his exiftence againft the 
" latter, to defend his attributes againft the former, and. 
" to juftfy his providence againft both/' Bo!ingbroke*s 
JjCtters to Pope : a paflage, which feems to convidt of too 
much fubtlety Warburton's attempt at difcrimination be- 
tween Milton's yv/?//}' and Pope's vindicate, as feparately 
appropriate to the refpeftive purpofcs of each poet. 

Ver. 17. 
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Vcr. 1 7. Say firft, of God above, or Man bdow, 

What can we reafon, but from what we know f 
Of Man, what fee we but his ftation here. 
From which to reafon, or to which refer? 

** All fcicnce, if it be real, muft rife from below, and 
** from our own level. It cannot defcend from above, 
** nor from fuperior fyftcms of being and knowledge. — 
" The notices we receive from without concerning the 
*' beings that furrpund us, and the inward confcioufncfs 
** we have of our own, are the foundations, and the true 
** criterion s too, of all the knowledge we acquire of body 
*^ and of mind. — All this knowledge muft be acquired 
*' within the bounds of their province, .by particular cx- 
" periments and obfervations." , Bolingbroke ibidem. ' 

Ver. 39. Put of this frame, the bearingp, and the ties, 
The ftrong connexions, nice dependencies, 
Gradations juft . 

Warbiirton laviflies a merited encomium on the grandeur 
of thoqght, on the beauty and philofophical exa£lnefs of 
cxpreffion, difplayed in this paflage : but the firft praife 
is' due to Bolingbroke^ in his Fragments, whofe words I 
fhall produce : \^ Juft fo it is with refpefl.to the various 
" fyftems, and fyftems of fyftems, that compofe the uni- 
" verfe. As diftant as they are, and as different as wc 
** may imagine them to be, they are all tyed together by 
" relations and conne^ions^ by gradations and dependcn* 
« ciesr 

The great commentator's divifion into natural and 
moral, as deduced from the words of Pope^ is a mere vi- 
fionary fubtlety ; and his flur on Bolingbroke is abund- 
antly confuted, as unfeafonable her^, by the paflage now 
before us. 

Vcr. 33. 
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VcT. 33. Is the great chain — upheld by God, or thee ? 

An allufion to the golden chain of Homer, which the poet 
rcprefents as fuftained by Jove, with the whole creation 
appended to it, Iliad viii. near the beginning. 

That ungrammatical formation upheldy inftead of the 
regular participle upholden, is a confiderable blemifh to 
the beauties of this pafTage. 

Ver. 37, Firft, if thou canft, the harder reafon giicfs, 

Why form'd no weaker, blinder, and no lefs ? 

The poet was defirotts of invigorating his argument, and 
therefore is not fparing of emphatical expr^flion: but 
why one reafon ihould be harder than the other, I am 
unable to difcern. fVeaknefs and bUndnefs are mere 
comparative ideas, and the ftrongeft of finite beings is 
all but as the weakeft in competition with omnipotence : 
confequently the reafon for complaint and expoflulation 
is equally valid in one finite being with another, though 
equally vain in all : and the difficulty of folution, in every 
cafe, alike. 

Ver. 41* — yonder argent fields tibove — . 

ATiiton^s phrafe, in Par. .Loft, iii. 460. 

Not in the neighb'ring moon, as fome have dream'd ; 
Thofe argent fields more likely habitants, 
Tranflated faints or middle fpirits, hold. 

Ver. 43. Of fyftcms poifible, if 'tis confeft, 

That Wifdom Infinite muft form the bcft, 
Where all muft full or not coherent be, 
And all that rifes, rife in due degree 5 
Then, in the fcale of reas'ning life, 'tis plain^ 
There muft be, fomcwhere, (uch a rank as Man. 

•* Since 
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*' Since infiniU ^Ifdom not only eftabliftied the end, but 
** dircfled the meang, the fyftem of the univerfe mull 

« neceffarily be the heft of all poffible fyjiemsr ^" It 

" implies no contradidlion to lay, that God made a 
•* fyftem of creation infinitely wife^ and the beft of all 

•* poffible fyftemsJ^ ** It might be determined in the 

•* divine ideas, that there fhould be a gradation of lifci 
•* and intellefl: throughout the univerfe. In this cafe 
*• // was mcejfary^ that there fhould be fome creatures at 
*• bur pitch of rationality — from the infeft up to man." 
Bolingbroke^ Frag* 43 and 44.^ Comptrc btftyvr ver- 
239 to 241. 

Again in Fragment 49. ** If a gradation of animal beings 
« appeared neoeffary or fit — to the fupremc or divine 
«* reafon and inteniioft — ; why ftould not We be the 
" creatures we are V* 

Yer. 51* Rcfpcding man, wbateiner wroag wt call, 
May, nuift be right, as relative to 4U. 

** Tlie loweft employments, to which legiflatcrs inti 
*• magiftrates fubjed fome of the perfons they govern in 
« political focietiesj confidered as parts of a general 
« fyftem, wherein the raoft minute are neceflary to 
«* make the whole complete, compofe an end worthy of 
**them." Bolingbroke, Frag. 49. 

** The feeming imperfeftion of the parts is neceflary 
« to the real perfeftion of dbc wbok.** Frag. 5aL 

Vcr. S3. In human works, tho* labour'd on with pain, 

A thoufand movements fcarceoiie purpofegaina 
In God's, one Angle can its end produce, 
YetXcrves to fecond too fome other ufe. 

So 
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So Man, who here ferms principal aloixCt 
Perhaps a6ts fecond to fome fphere unknown,. 
Touches fome wheel, or verges to fome goal ; 
'Tis but a part we fee, and not a whdle* 

« We labour hardy we complicate various means to ar- 
** rive at one end \ and feveiral fyftems of condudl arc 
•* often employed by us to bring about fome om paultry 
•* purpofe : but God neither contrives, nor executes, like 
" man. His means are fimplcj his purpofes various j 
** iand the fame fyftem, that anfwers the greateft, an- 
•' fwers the leaft." Bolingbroke, Frag. 43. — Again^ in 
Frag. 63. ** In the works of merij the moft complicated 
** fchemes produce, very hardly and very uncertainly, 
*^ one (ingle effe£l : in the works of God^ one Jingle fcheme 
•* produces a multitude of different effe^s, and anfwers an 
" immenTe variety of purpofes*'* 

And in Frag^ 43. ** We ought te confider the world 
^' we inhabit no otberwife chati as a little wheel in our 
** iblar fyAem y nor our fialar fyftem any otherwife than 
' ^^ as a iictle but larger wheel in tbe ioMnenfe machine of 
•* the univcrfe \ and both the one and the other neccf* 
*' fary perhaps to the nation of tlie whole, and to the 
** preordained revolutions in it.'* 

Ver. 7i# The vcrfe flood thus in the earlier editions : 
His being meafur'd to his ftate and place : 
which feems fcarcely fenfe. And whofoever would be 
at the paitwof collcSing all the various readings through* 
out thefe Eflays, which were the duty of an editor, would 
furnUh latisfa£lory proof of our poet's fubjediion to the 
diftates of a mafter in poinds, where his own compre^ 
henfion was not commeufurate to the fubtleties of his 
argument. 

Vcn 75^ 
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Vcr. 75. The bleft to day is as completely fo, 
As who began a thoufand years ago. 

Our poet has borrowed a verfe in great mcafure from the 
conclufion of Dryden'syetCionof Lucretius, book iil. 

When once the Fates have cut the mortal thread, 

The man as much to all intents is dead. 

Who dies to day, and will as long be fo, 

j^s he who dy*d a thoufand years ago* 
Nor am I acquainted with any lines of more (implicity 
without meannefs than thofe now quoted of this great 
mafter ; who would have rendered Lucretius more fuc- 
cefsfuUy than any of our poets. 

Ver. 83. Pleas'd to the laft, he crops the flpw'ry food, 

And licks the hand jufl rais'd to flied his blood. 

This refembles Phadrus^ Fab. v. 15. 

•■ Ipfi principes 

Illam ofculantur, qua funt opprefli, manum. 
And, perhaps, the dafiical reader will not be difpleafed 
with my playful exercitations on this paiTage many years 
ago. 

Quam jugulas hodie, fi plus rationis haberet, 
Anne ita lafcivo luderet agna pede ? 

Floriferum decerpit agrum jam morte fub ipsa, 
£t percuiluram lambit, ut ante, manum. 

' Ver. 97. The foul, uncafy and confined, from home, 
Refts and expatiates in a life to come. 

Two finer lines were never written by poetic genius. 
Perhaps, they owe fome obligation to Cowley^ David, u 
877. who is alfo excellent : 
• With hafty wings time prefent they outfly. 

And tread the doubtful maze of deftiny ; 

^hnc Vi'aik an4fport among the years (p come. 

The 
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The firft Knc may probably remind the reader of one 
in-Johnf&f^s fublimc chara&er of Shakfpeare : 

Exidence faw }>im fpurii her bounded reign, 

And pamit^g Time toird after him in vain. 
Th^t ii)c<?mparable piflure, however, was probal?ly imj- 
proved from another verfe in the 'fame poem, iii. 330. , 

Blefs me ! how fwift and growing was his wit i 

The wiMgs of Tirnejlag^d dully afur it. 

Ver. 99. Lo ! the poor IndiJin, whofe untutorM mind 
Sees God in clouds, or hears him in the wind. 

There is a pretty ftanza to this effefl: in Fawkei\ poems, 
on Winter : , 

Yet blamp y^/5 pot tjie .troubled air. 

Nor feek defefts to find ; 
For Power omnipotent is there, 
And walks upon the wind : 
as Pfalm civ. 3 " Who maketh the clouds his chariot; 
" who walketh upon the .wings of the wind.** 

Ver. 102. Far as the folar walk, or milky way* 

Job, xxxi. 26. " If I beheld ihs fun when it flilned, or 
•* the moon walking in brightnefs— :" or rather Drydcky 
Threnod; Auguft. ftanza 12. 

Out of the folar walk, and heaven's high way : 
and in his Virgil, Mn. vi. 1084. 

Beyond the folar year, without the. ftarry way. 
Hence Gray, in his Progrefe of Poetry : 

In climes beyond the folar road. 

Ver. 106. Some happier ifland in the watry wafte: 

the arpvyiT®- 6a%a(r<rYii the unfi uitfulfea^ of Homer. 
Dryderiy ^n. vii. 310. 

From that dire deluge, through the watery wafle* 

M Ver. no. 
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Ver. no. He aiks'no Angel's wing, no Seraph's fire. 

A counterpart to the firft verfe of Milt07i*% Ode upon the 
Circumcifion ; where fee M>arton^s note : 

Yc gaming pow^rSf and winged warriors bright : 
i. e. Ye Seraphim and winged warriors. So bclo^, 
ver. 278. where fee the note. 

As the rapt Seraph that adores and hums. 
Mrs. Pilkington^ in her verfes to Dr. Hales^ with equal 
propriety of etymological alluGon : 

But find my ftrength unequal to a theme. 

Which afks a Milton's, or a Seraph* s flame. 

Ver. III. But thinks, admitted to that equal fky, 

His faithful dog fhall bear him company. 

So in Horner^ at the funeral of Patroclus, book xxiii. ver. 
212. of our poet's tranflation : 

Of nine large dogs,, domeftic at his board. 

Fall two, fele£led to attend their lord. 

Ver. 1J13. In pride, in reas'ning pride, our error lies: 
All quit their fphere, and ru(h into the (kies. 

This imagery, from an exorbitation of the coeleftial bodied, 
is truly fublime, and admirably exprefled.*— The fcnti- 
ment itfelf is in BoIIngbroke's Letters to our author : 
** This primitive error confifts in the high opinion we 
*' are apt to entertain of the human mind, tho' it holds, 
*' in truth, a very low rank in the intelleftual fyftem.** 
And in Fragment 45. "1 have fpoke often of the pride 
** of man, as the caufe of many errors in philofophy.'* 
The latter part of the fecond verfe refembles Horace^ 
Od. i. 3. 
Coelum tpfum pctlmus (lultitla : . 

Grown 
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Grown giants in inipicty, 
Our impious folly dares the flcy ; 
which is CreecV% fpirited tranflation of the paflage. 

Ver. 140. My footflool earth, my canopy the fkies, 
Wolfeley^ tranflatioii of Lucan ix. in Dry den's Mifcella- 
tiies: 

Nature's vaft fabrick is his houfe alone ; 

This globe his footftool, and high heav'n his throne.; 
Garthj in the Pifpenfary, !• 175. 

His couch a trench^ his canopy thejkies. 
Dryden-j in his verfion of Ovid^ Met. i. 8. 

Before the feasj and this terreftrial ball^ 

And Heavetis high canopy^ that covers alL 

Ver. i47# — --^ -fome change, fince all began: 

that is, fome changes take place in the fyftem of creation^ 
in cbnfequence of it's imperfeftion in point of exijlence : 
there Having lieen a tiriie, when it was not. The Su- 
preme Being himfelf is aloiie immutable^ becaUfe his bein^ 
had no beginning, 

Ver. x6o. Or turns young Aramon loofe to fcourge man- 
. kind. 

And again, ina fimilar (br^iti^'iv. 220. 

From Macedonia's madman to the Swede : 
iifter the example of Lucan, x. 20. 

lUic Pellaei proles vefana Philippii . 

Felix prsedo, jAcct. 

There lies, his tace of fhort €xiftence runj 

That profp'rous plundering madman, Philip's fon. 

Very injurioufly, in my opinion. They, who conceive 

of Alexander, notwithilanding fome youthful excentri- 

dties and his love of military fame, not lefs confpicuous.in 

Ma Chriftiari 
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Chfiftian herpes, as a mere brutal conqueror, form a very 
unjuft and unauthorifed eftimate of his chara^dter. I 
would T^coitimeijd all, who wift a true itatcment of his 
merits, to read the authentic hiftories of Arrian, and the 
diflertations of Plutarch upon the virtues of Alexander. 
The grand ohjefts of this prince were, the difcovery of 
the unknown regions of the globe, and the civilization of 
mankind by a concentration of them under the uniform 
government of one vaft empire* His eagernefs upon the 
former of thefe points is demonftrably evinced *by his 
extreme folicitudc about the fucccfe of Nearchiis*)5 naval 
expedition : and his adoption of the Perfian drefs, with 
which he is ufnalfy reproached as an indicaticri of effe- 
minacy, was merely a political compliance to conciliate 
the afFe^ioips oj bi^ conqveie^ fub^e.^b&f His .c^ara£ter 
defcrves a deliberate difcuflion, aud flioujd not be eftir 
mated iu the ^of$ ixoxo^ thefe inadequate and curfory 
obferv»tions : for the pro^ofs of my general pofitions arc 
nuni,ei:Q.us aud jrriefragabl^. Alexander cannot be decjmed 
indeed the mod accomplijhed warriour of antiquity, be- 
caufe of Cxfar, who fliares this commendation with 
him ; but he may properly be denominated the mod 
phllofophical cofiqueror of ancient or modern times. See 
what Pliny has faid of him.'in his Natural Kftory, viri* 
17. ed. Harduin. I wifh fome able writer could be pre- 
vailed on to give us an exprefe diilertation on this point : 
it would be a valuable acceffion to literature, were the 
cafe impartially confidered ; an3, from it's extenfive con- 
nexion with collateral objefts, would throw light on 
many important topics of hiftory, chorographic^l, phyfi- 
cal, moral, and political. 

Our poet's phrafe— ^owjsi^ Jmmon — ^I find alfo in Lee'% 
Alexander, h& ii. Scene i. in Ganb's Difpenfary, i. 45. 

and 
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and in Rowers p6em on the Quecrfs Succefs, vcr* 
'262. 

Vcr. 193. Why has not Man a microfcopic eye ? 
For this plain reafon, Man is not a fly. 
Say what the ufe, were finer optics giv'n, 
T' infpe<ft a mite, not comprehend the heav'n ? 
Or touch, if tremblingly alive all o*er, 
To fmrRrt and agonize at ev*ry pofe ? 
Or quick effluvia darting through the brain. 
Die of a rofe in aromatic pain ? 
If Nature thunder'd in his op'ning ears, 
And ilunn*d him with the mufic of the fpheres. 
How would he wifh that Heav'n had left him 

ffill 
The whifpVing zephyr, and the purling rill I 

That particular cxpreflSon microfcopic eye^ and the whole 
reafoning of this aftonifhing piece of poetry, is taken 
from Locke*s Eflay on the Human Underftanding, book 
ii. chap. 3. fed. 12. to which I refer the reader, as it is 
too long for quotation in this place. 

At the fixth verfe of this paflage, Pope had his eye pro* 
bably on Milton's Com us, ver. 97. 

Why was the fight 

To fuch a tender ball, as th* eye, confined, 
So obvious, and fo eafy to be quench'd ? , 

And not, zsfeelingf through all parts difFus'd, 
That (he might look at will through every pore F 
With that exquifite verfe, the eighth, the learned reader 
may compare what Pliny fables of an ancient people, 
who fubfifted by the fmeli of flowers only, and aromatic 
plants; and were deprived of life by the more violent 
effluvia of their odours : Nat. Hift. vii. 2. 

That notion of Pythagoras, which is mentioned, imme- 
Mj , ' . diatcly* 
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diately after, occurs alfo in Butler, Hudib. ii. u 617- 
whom our poet probably had in view : 

Her voice, the mufic of thefpberes^ 

So loud, // deafens mortal ears, 

Ver. 207. Far as creation's ample range extends, 

The fcale of fenfual, mental pow'rs afcends. 
Mark how it mounts, to Man's imperial race, 
Prom the green myriads in the peopled grafs. 

Thefc, and all that follow on the fame fubjeft, are noble 

lines indeed, the very fined fpecimens of defcriptive 

poetry even in thefe Eflays, which abundantly exceed 

every other poem within my knowledge in this refpeft. 

The argumentation is from Botingbrpke^ Fragm. 42. 

** When we: have this view before our eyes, can we be 

** ftupid, or impertinent and vain enough to imagine, 

** that we; ftand alone pr foremoft among rational 

** created beings? We who muft be confcious, unlefs 

' " we arc mad and have loft the ufe of our reafon, of the 

" imperfeftion . of our reafon ? Shall we not be per- 

" fuaded rather, that as there is a gradation of fenfe 

** and intelligence I^erc from animal beings impercepti- 

*' ble to us for their minutenefs, without the help of mi- 

V crofcopes and even with them, up to man, in whom, 

f* though this be their higheft ftage, fenfe and intelli- 

f* gepce flop fhort and remain very imperfedi : fo there 

*^ is a gradation from nian, through various forms of 

** fenfe, intelligence, and reafon, up to beings, who can- 

f* not be known by us, bccaufe of their diftance from us, 

** and whofe rank in the intelleSual fyftem is even above 

** oyr conceptions ?" With which compare alfo below 

from ver. 235. to ver. 242. 

That phrafc *' man's imperial race" he had employed 

before in his Rape of the Lock, ii. 28. and he found it 

in Dry deny Virg. Geo. iii. 377. 

Not 
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'Not only mans imperial race^ but they 
That wing the liquid air, or fwim the fea : 
and elfewhere in the works of his mafter. 

Ver. 215. Of heading, from the life, that fills the flood. 

The expreflion is happy and appropriate ; and from the 
multitudinous /pawn of fijh, the Hebrevjs have framed 
their term . for abundant increafe- The laft claufe of 
Geneiis xlix. 16. would be literally rendered: '^ And let 
** them be like fijh for multitude in the middle of the 
« earth.'* 

It is well known, moreover, that dumb was the (land- 
ing epithet for jijii with the ancient poets. Some na- 
turaliils have fuppofed thefe animals noi deflitute of the 
fenfe of hearing: but from numerous opportunities, 
which have occurred to me, of obfervation on this point, 
I am pcrfuaded, that thofe efFsr6ls, which have been fup- 
pofed to be the refult of this faculty, are occafioned only 
by the pulfes of air upon the water, and the confequent 
undulation excited and propagated by them. 

Ver. 217. The fpider's touch, how exquifitely fine ! 

Feels at each thread, and lives along the line. 

Dryden^ in his Marriage a-la-mode, the end of Aft ii. 
And, when eyes meet far off, our fenfe is fuch, 

Thzty fpider-Ukef we feel the tender* Ji touch. 

Ver. 221. How inftiu£t varies in the grov'ling fwine, 

Compared, half-reas'ning elephant, with thine ! 

The former animal has been fince redeemed from the 
ignominy of this diftinftion by the renowned feats of the 
learned pig^ to which myfelf was witnefsj and the faga- 
city of the elephant has been celebrated both by ancient 
and modern writers : fee Cicero dc Nat. Deor. i. 35. and 
M 4 riiny 
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Pliny in various parts of his Natural Hiftory, particularly 
the beginning of his eighth book. 

And that variation of conftruftion in the fecond verfe, 
by an addrefs to the elephant himfelf, is extremely lively 
and poetical. So Virgil before him, Geo. ii. 95. even 
where the fubje£t was inanimate : 

Purpuresc, preciseqne : ct quo tt carmine dicam, 

Rhcetica ? nee cellis ideo contende Falernis : 
and again, ver, loi. In Drydcn's verfi^n this beauty is 
cxtinguilhed : 

How {hall I praife the Raethean grape divine ? 

Which yet contends not with Falernian wine : 
but with what eafe had it been prefcrved ? 

How fliall I praife thee^ Rhsetian grape divine ? 

jind yet contend not with Falernian wine.. 
Lauderdale is equally negligent, but Ogilby and Neville 
have attended to this beauty of their origiual. 

Ver 226. What thin partitions fenfefrom thought divide! 

Much in the fame manner Tate*s tranflation of Ovid's 
Remedy of Love, ver. 344. 

Such thin partitions good and ill divide, 

Ver. 240. from infinite to thee, 

From thee to nothing, 

** It proves, or attempts to prove, too much, if it be in* 
** tended to prove that there is, or that there fliould have 
*< been, no fuch chain of being : for as we fee that there 
" is one almofl from nonentity up to man, and have the 
^ moft probable reafons to perfuade us, that it continues 
** up to natures, infhiitely below the divine, but vaftly 
« fuperior to the human 5 fo, &c." Bolingbroke, Fragm, 
4:9. in whichi and Fragment 66. will be found the elc- 
rtients pf what immediately follows in our poet. 

Ver. 252. 
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Ver. 252, I like the reading of earlier editions better : 
* Planets znd fans rujh lawlefs thro' the flcy. 
And I fufpedi from the cuftomary ptindluation, that the 
legitimate cdnftru£iion of- the paflage has efcaped both 
editors and readers \ which is this — " Let earth fly from 
" her orbit, and planets immediately run (that is iv/V/ run) 
** lawlefs through the fky. Let angels be hurled from 
" their fpheres, and being will be wrecked on beirtg, 
** world on world \ Heaven will nod to it's centre, and 
" Nature will tremble to the throne .of God." Such is 
the clofe and illimitable concatenation of the univerfal 
fyftem, material and intelle6i:aal ! 

Ver. 267. All are but parts of one ftupendous whole, 
Whofe body Nature is, and God the foul ; 
That (chang'd thro' all, and yet in all the fame; 
■ Great in the earth, as in th' aethereal frame) 
Warms in tht fun, rcfreflies in the breeze, 
Glows in the ftars, and bloflbms in the trees, 
Lives through all life, extends through all ex- 
tent, 
Spreads undivided^, operates unfpent. 

The fentiments of this palTage are not original : but fuch 
a pregnant concentration of them hito poetic numbers 
of the moft beautiful embellifliment was not to be achieved 
but by the powers of our unrivalled artift, 

A paflage from Clemem Alexandrlnus will not be unfea- 
fonable here, Strom, il. feft. 19. ed. Oxon. ** The Stoics 
" aflert, that Nature, meaning God, extends even to 
" plants, and feeds, and trees, and ftones." And our 
poet is certainly indebted to the following verfes of Mrs. 
Chandler on Solitude : 
Earth's v.erdant fcenes, the all-furrounding (kies, 
Employ my wond'riiig thoughts, and feaft my eyes ; 

Nature 



A 
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Nature in cv'ry objc6k points the road, 
Whence Contemplation wings my foul to God* 
He's all in all : his wifdom, gbodnefs, pow'r. 
Spring in each blade, and bloom in ev'ry flowV 5 
Smile o'er the meads, and bend in ev'ry hill, 
Glide in the ftream, and murmur in the rill: 
All Nature moves obedient to his will : 
Heav'n (hakes, earth trembles, and the forefts nod, 
When awful thunders fpeak the voice of God. 
In this paflage there are fome lines after the very beft 
manner of Pope himfelf. Ih-ydeny in the State of Inno- 
cence, where he imitates fome well-known lines of the 
fixth ^neid, was probably alfo in our poet's recc^leciion : 
Aa v. 
Where'er thou art^ he is j th' eternal mind 
Afts through all places, is to none confin'd 5 
Fills ocean, earth, and air, and all above, 
And through the univerfal mafs does mov^. 
Thefe fublime fentiments were derived from the Greek 
philofophers, and may be found in Cicero, Virgil, Lucan, 
Apuleius, and many others. 

Ver. ajf. As full, as perfect, in vile man that mourns, 
As the rapt Seraph, that adores and burns. 

That expreffion — vile man that mourns — is intended to 
exprefs the miferls or ^egris mortalibus of Lucretius, Ci- 
cero, and Virgil, rendered from the hihoiq or oiiupoi^ 
fiporotaiv of Homer. 

In illuftration of the fecond verfe, a couplet from 
Afilton^s verfes At a folemn Mufick may be feafonably 
quoted : 

Where the bright Seraphim in burning row 
Their loud uplifted angel-trumpets blow : 

and 



ON POPE. 



I7» 



|nd Spencer's Hymn of Heavenly Beautie, ftanza i^.. 

Yet far more faire he thofe bright Cherubins 
Which all with golden wings are over dight j 

And thofe eternall burning Seraphins 

Which from their faces dart ontfierie light. 
To which add Hudibras in his Epiftle to the Lady, ver. 
117. who alludes to the etymology of the word Seraph : 

Or who, but lovers, can converfe, 

Like Angels, by the eye-difcourfe ? 

And burn in zmoxo\xs flames as fierce 

As thofe celeftial meflengers? 
Compare the obfervations above, on ver. no. 

Ver. 285. Submit. — In this, or any other fphere. 

Secure to be as bleft as thou canft bear : 
S,afe in the hand of one difpofing powV, 
Qr in the natal, or the mortal hour. 

^\ If deata tranfl^te us, we change our ftate, but we arc 
" ftill the creatures o( the fi^me God. He made us to be 
** happy here ; he may make us happy in another fyftem 
** of being." Bolingbroke, Fragm. 51. And again foon 
after : " Let the tranquillity of my mind reft on this im- 
" moveable rock, that my future, as well as my pre- 
" fent, ftate is ordered by an almighty and allwife Crea- 
*' tor." And in Fragm. 67. "Be there two worlds, or 
" be there twenty, the fame God is the GoJ of all ; and, 
** wherever we are, we are equally in his power." 

The verfes, that follow thefe, to the conclufion of the 
poem, are, no lefs than thefe, for fentiment and language, 
beyond all competition, nervous, elegant,, and compre- 
henfive j poetically noble, and philofophically juft. 
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B O O K II. 

VER. 3. Plac'd on this ifthmus of a middle ftate j 
A being darkly wife, and rudely great. 

This is a pleafing variation from the fimilitude b( his 
preceptor ; which, however, might probably fugged the. 
former claiife of the fecond verfe. " This is the condi- 
•* tion of humanity. fFe are placed^ as it were, in an 
•* inielle^uai twilight ^ where we difcover but few things 
^ clearly, and none entirdy y and yet fee juft enough to 
^ tempt us with the hope of making better and more 
•' difcoveries.*' Bolingbroke's Letters to Pope. 

Ver. 1 8. The glory, jeft, and riddle of the world : 

alhiding, I prefume, to ai^ exprefTion of Platoy in whofe 
dialogues man is ftiled m^re than once to TCMynov rav ^euv • 
thefporty or plaything of the gods. Hence below, ver. 31 
to 35. and Ethic epiftle^ iii. 4. 



Ver. 19. Go, wondrous Creature! mount where Science 
guides ; 
Go, meafure earth, weigh air, and ftate the tides; 
Inftril(^ the planets in what l>rf)s to run, 
Correct old Time, and regulate the Sun. 

Thefe verfes are incomparably fine ; and, in mod of the 
fpecifications, have a particular afpeft to the philofophical 
difcoveries of Sir Ifaac Newton. It fcems not impro- 
bable, that our poet might have in view a pafl'age of 
£o/leau*s Satires, viii. 1 65. 

N*e.ft-ce pas Tho^mme enfin, dont Part audacieux 
Dans le tour d'un compas a mefure les cicux ? 
D )nt la vafte icience, embraflant toutes chofes, 
A fouille la Nature, en a perce les caufes i 

And 
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And by regulating the fun we are to untlerftand the afcer- 
tainment of true time from apparent time, refulting from 
the fceming progrefs of ihe fun in tl\e ecliptic corapared 
with the circle of the earth's diiarnai revolution. Th* 
correftion of this couplet was probably made at the in^r 
geftion of fome philofopMcal friend^ who pointed .out 
the inaccuracy and tautology of tlie former ricading, which 
ftcod thus : 
Shew by what rules the wand'ring planete ftjay, 
Correal old Time, and teach the fun his way. 
Where, to pafs by the redundant phraCe of wancTnng 
planets^ the fun^s way^ whether in a popular or phijpfo- 
phical view, can be no other than the way of a planeL 

Ver. 23. Go, foar with Phto to th* empyreal fphere. 
To the firft good, firft perfc6l:,and firftfair* 

It was the opinion of Plato and his followers, that every 
thing excellent or great in rnan and the univerfe, aid 
even the dniverfe rtfelf, were but adumbrations of thie 
perfeft archetypes oT excellence, previoufly exifting in 
the divine mind, and emanations from it. The readet 
v^ill find fome plcafing illuftrations of this do£lrine in 
Spencer*s Hymn to Heavenlie Beauty, ' and in thfe 
eighteenth fong of Drummond's poems, part ii. but the 
paiiage^ are ' too long for quotation in this place. This 
notion will refletl light on* J////6«'s Par. Loft, vii. <^(^. 
where the expreffion derives it*s colouring from that Pla- 
tonic theory : 

Thence to behold this new created world, 
Th' addition of his empire ; Jiow it fliow'd 
In profpedt from his throne, how good^ how fair ; 
Anfwcrlng kis great idea* 

6 Ver. 27. 
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. Vcr. 27. As Eaflern pricfts in giddy circles run^ 
And turn their heads to imitate the fun. 

Plutarch tells us in his Life of Numa, that the foUoweriii 
of Pythagoras were enjoined to turn thcmfelvcs round 
during the performance of their religious worfliip ; and 
that this circumrotation was intended to imitate the re- 
volution of the world. Pliny, in his Natural Hiftdry* 
xxviii. 5. mentions the fame pra£tice* 

Ver. 30. Then drop into thyfelf, and be a fooL 

This refembles a paflage in Per/tusy iv. 23. 
Ut nemo In fefe tentat defcendere, nemo ! 
None, none defcends into himfelf, to find 
The fecret imperfe£lions of his mind. Dryden. 

Ver. 37. Who faw its fires here fife and there defcend : 

that isj faw, as it were, both the terminating points of 
fuch vaft lines as the greater axes of orbits, fo immea- 
furably extended through pure fpace, and of fuch eccen- 
tricity. And it is probable, that our poet intended ati 
allufion to that wonderful problem^ the twenty-firft of 
the third book of Sir Ifaac's Princtpia, which propofes to' 
difcover the trajeftory of a comet from three given obfer- 
vations. Our divine philofopher introduces his demon- 
ftration with the following words : '* After attempting 
" this mod difficult of all problems in a variety of ways, 
" I put together fome problems in the firft book, with a 
" view to the folution of it. I afterwards devifed the 
" following folution, in which there -is fomewhat more 
" fimplicity." 

They, who arc acquainted with the wonderful powers 
ind unexampled modefty of this greateil ornament of our 
fpecies, will be able to form fome conception of the dif- 
ficulty of fuch a problem from thfs prefatory declaration. 
8 Ver. 42-. 
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Ver. 42. What Reafon weaves, by Paffion is undone. 

An allufion to the web of Penelope^ in Homer's Odyflcy. 

Ver. 49* Expunge the whole, or lop th' excrefcent parts. 

He fliould have maintained the congruity of his allufioft 
by writing, I think, in fome fuch manner as the foU 
lowing : 
Extirpate ally or lop th' excrefcent parts. 

Ver. 10 1 • In lazy apathy let Stoics boaft 

Their virtue fix'd : 'tis fix'd as in a froft : 

that is, in cold infenfibiltt^ There is a Cmilar thought 
in Lady Cbudleigh's dialogue on the death of her 
daughter : 

Honour is ever the reward of pain ; 
. A lazy virtue no applaufe will gain. 
And this hoajlful humour of the fe£k i& thus touched upon 
by MiltoHf Par. Reg. iv. 300. 

The Stoic la ft in philofophic pride, 

By him call'd Virtue. 

Ver. 107. On life's vaft ocean diverfely we fail, 
Reafon the card, but Paflion is the gale : 
Nor God alone in the ftill calm we find : 
He mounts the florm, and walks upon the wind. 

Carew*s poems, p. 122. edit. 1772. 

A troop of deities came down to guide 

Our fteerleis barks in Paffion's fwelling tide, 

By Virtue's card. 
And ShakfpearCf in Macbeth, Atk i. Scene 3. 

All the quarters that they know 

I'the fliipman's card. 
But our poet feems to have had in his eye Tate*8 para- 
phrafe from Simonides, in Dryden*s Mlfcellanies : 

On 
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On lifers wide ocean d'lverfely taunch'd out. 
Our mind$ ^like are toft on waves of doubr, 
Holding no fteady courfe, or conftantyJi//, 
But fliift and tack with ev'ry veering gale. 
The third verfe of our author's quotation ff ems converted 
from a hint in 1 Kings, xix. 12. '* And after the earth- 
" quake, a fire ; but the Lord was not in the fire : and, 
•* after the fire, a flill fmull voice." Whence Gray in a 
rejeded ftanza of his Elegy : 

\vijltli ftnall accents wbifpcriog frptiji thi? ground. 
Compare the remarks on Eflaj i, ver. joo, .; . 

X^'er. I .'5. Hate, fear, and grief, the family of pain* . •. ' 

Gray on a Diftant Profpeft of Eton College : 

The painful family of Death. 
Garth, in the Difpenfary^ vi- 138. 

And all the izAtA family of Care, 
But Dryden was their original, in his State of Innocence, 
Aftv. ' ' ^ 

With all the numerous family of Death. *• ' ' 

Ver. 121. — "well- accorded ftrife,'* is the rerum ro«- 
eordia dtfcors of Ovijd, Met. i. 433. or his own harmtn 
nioifs confufton in his Wind for Foreft, ver. 14. 

Ver. 143. Imagination plies her dang-'rous art^ 

And pours it all upon the peccant part. 

T>ryden\ Juvenal, Sat. x. 

* one, with cruel art^ 

Makes Colon fuiFer fov'the peccant part. 

Ver. 146. Wit, fpirit, faculties, but make it worfe. 

As ftrength of body and vigour of conftitution feed th<j 
violence of inflammatory fevers, and aggravate the ma- 
lignity of the difcafe. 

Ver. 159. 
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Ver. 159U So, when fmall humours gathertoa gtfilt^ ^ 

The dodor fancies he has driv'n them out# I '^ 

This humourous illuftration he feenis to have gl^aned^ 
from Cowky*s poem on the late civil war : ! '* 

And then with.defperate boUtlefs they endeavour^ > '' 
Th' ague to cure by bringing in a fever; . . " 

The war is fure to expel fome ill, no doubt; ) -» 

The plague, we know, drives all difeafes out. . --^ 

Vfcr. 177. 'Tls thus the mercury of man is fix'd. 

This neat comparifon is borrowed from C<7r^/'sllyp6crite' 
in Dryden's Mifcellanies, iv. p. 304. 

Hypocrifie at lail ibou'd enter in^ 

And JiJt this floating mercuric of Jin. 

Ver. 189. Luft, thro' fome certain flrainers well refin'd, 
' Is gentle love — . 

** Thefe branches fpread widej and bear even fruits 6f 
^ different kinds : but the fap, that made them (hoot and 
" makes them flourifh, rifes from the root through the 
" trunk, and their preclusions are varied according to the 
" variety of Jirainers through which it flows/* Boling^ 
br$ke*s Letters to Pope* 

Ver. 204. ** The God within our mind'* — : com- 
pare his ixilitatidti of Horace, Epift. ii. 2. 280. and his 
original there. 

Ver. 217. Vice is a monfter of fo frightful micn^ 
As, to be hated, needs but to be feen^ 

A flight variation from a couplet in Dry den's Hind an<i 
Panther, part u 

For Truth has fuch a face and fuch a mierif 

As to be lov^d needs only to befeem 
And upon the notion itfelf confult the obfervatipns od 
the Prologue to Cato, ver. 17 

K Ver. 58744 
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. Ver^ Jljt4. Hope tcayele thitmgb^ not quite as wkm werfle. 
** Human life is chequered varioufty with good and evil : 
<f. and) aa. the good< has often fome alloy, & the evil is 
*^ foftened by many icivoumftances, even by habit, and' 
** abqve all*, by Hofe^ thzt cordial drop which fweetena 
" every bitter pMion, cvtikih^laJI^^^BoRn^ohyFi^gta. 
50. — So Cc^$y in the Diftkh^, ii. 25* ' 

Spem retisie 1 fpes- una heminem nee morte relinquit. 

Grafp" Hpp^: Hope,e'ea.in di^ali forfykpp not mm* 

Yen aSo. And btja^s and pray 'r-hapks arc the toys of age > 
as Hefiod fomewhere* has ivxflt n yt^ovrtsy • 'eld ntfn^r 
prayers » 

EPI^TLE^ III- 

VER, 7. From this verfe to ver. 27. fonic grafld-trutlis 
of: philofophy are delivered with, all the perlpicuity. of 
fimplq profe in ftr^ina of thq richeft poetry.: and.it iatfais 
combination of didadic, fimpiicity and cicarncfs with 
every ch^rm of numbers and embeHHhment of fancy, that 
charafterifes thefe epiftles^ and give^athetnapre-emuiencc 
above every other compofition of a fimrlar complexion. 

"Ver, 19. Like bubbles on the fea of matter born, 

They rife, they break, and to that fea return^ 

I am not acquainted with a happier illuftration than this 
before us : it is perfeft in all it*s parts. The general fen- 
timent is derived from the Greek philofophers, and is 
ftalfid* as.far as it relates to many by Virgil in a ftite of 
uncommon dignity, Georg. iv. ver. 219 — 228. and ven 
321 — 333. of Dryden's tranflation. Lucretius exhibits 
the principle, as it relate* to the material world,- much at 
large.' in his firfl: hoot: frewn ver. 251 to ver. 266. is a 
pafiage eminently poeticaK 

Ver. 29. 
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Ver. 29. Who for thy table feeds the wanton fawn, 
■ For hiiTfi as kihdly fpread the flow'ry lawn. 

The word Jf read in the latter verfe, as allufive to tabU irk 
the foniier, is eminently happy, "the paflage^ however^ 
Is indebted to Fenion\ In his Eplftle to Southpme: . 
t'^Thence thunders roarj and frightful meteors fly. 
And comets roll unbounded tlirdugh the fky ; 
Who winged tlie winds> and gave the ftreams to floW| 
And raisM the rocks, zvLd fpread the Idwm below. 
With dhefecoM of thbfe Tcrfes compare our poet at Rape 
of die liQcky ii» 801. and my remark there ; and with the 
lafty a quotation from Toungy at, iv. i j8. of the fame 
poem. 

Ver. 33. Is it for fhee the linnet pours his throat? 

This poetical expreflSon Gray has borrowed in his Oi\t 
on Spring: 

The Attic warbler ^a«r J her throaty 

Refponfite td the cuckow^s note. 

Ven 40i " The deferring fteer :'* tnentosqMc juvencos :' 
Virg. Geo* ii. 51 j. "his dumb deferving train :^' Dryden 
It the paiTage. 

. Ver. 45^ While man exclaims, «* Sec ail things for my 
« ufe?'* 
*« See man for mine !'• exclaims a pamper'd 
gdofe. 

Cmvley, in* hir Plagues of -^gypt, ftanza 1. 
AU creatures the' Creator faid were thine \ 
No creattfre but might fince fay, ^^Man is mtfii/*' 

t paflage, which our poet might have inviewj as wellas 

Gay^ infabk* 49^ part i. where the feritiment itfclf- i« 

happily illuftrated throughout : 

N a When 
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When with huge figs the branches bend, , 

When ciufters from the vine depend, 

The Snail looks round on flower and trecy 

And cries, " All thefe were made for me /" 
** The hypothefis, that aflumes the world made for man, 
*' and man folely to be happy, is not founded in reafon, 
** and is contradided by experience." BoHngbroke^ 
Fragm. 43. 

Ver. 54. ^her varying plumage 1 

that is, varying with her pofitlon, and the diffcrieilt angles^ 
in which the reflefled light ftrlkes upon the eye : fee the 
note on Windfor- Fo reft, ver- 115. 

Ver. 68. Than favour'd man by touch ethereal (lain. 

This is a moft exquifite poetical expreffion, borrowed from 

Milton s Comus, ver. 549. 
Whereever fountain or frefh current flow'd 
Againft the eaftern ray* tranflucentj pure 
With touch etherial of heav'n's fiery rod, 
I drank. 

I have illuftrated the phrafe in my notes on the Trachiniae 

of Sophocles, ver. 685, and on Lucretius, iv. 408. 

Ver. 112. On mutual wants built mutual happincfs, 

'^ We are defigned to be focial, not folitary creatures. 
** Mutual wants unite us : and natural benevolence and 
" political order, on which our happinefs depends, are 
" founded in them.*' BoUngbroke^ Fragm. 51. So Gray^ 
very beautifully, in his unfinifhed Eflay : 

While mutual wifhes, mutual woes, endear; 

The focial (mile, and fympathetic tear. 

Ver. 124. They love themfelves, a third time, in their race. 

•^ As our parents loved themfelves in us, fo we love our^ 

' ^^ /elves 
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^ /elves in our childrerij and in thofe to whom we are moft 
" nearly related by blood. Thus f^r inftinft improves 
**■ felf-love. Reafon improves it further. We love our- 
** felves in our neighbours and in our friends. — We love 
*• ourfclves in loving the political body whofe members 
** we are ; and we love ourfelves, when we extend our 
** benevolence to all mankind." Bolingbroke, Fragm. 51. 
yrith which compare below, ver. 134. 

Ver. 147. This entire divifion of the poem, refpefting 
the ftate of nature and the progrefs of focicty, always 
appeared to me among the very nobleft portions of this 
noble EfTay : and di£tates a moft edifying leflbn of hu- 
manity to the brute creation; of fimplicityj gentlcnefs, 
and freedom to man with his fellow creatures, 

Ver. 151. Pride then was not; nor arts, that pride to aid: 
Man Walk'd with bead, joint tenant of the 
Ihade. 

So Hallj Satire i. book iii. 

Then crept in pride^ and peevifh covetife, 
And men grew greedie, difcordous, and nice. 
Now marif th^t erft haile-fellow was with beajl^ 
Woxe on to weene himfelf a god at leaft, 

Ver. 153. Th? fame his tabl^, anjl the fgmc his bed: 

' No murder cloath'd him, and no murder fed ! 

Is it poffible for poetry to be more delicious ? There is a 
couplet not m^ichj if at all, inferiour, in lJanhury*% poen^ 
on the State of Nature in Dry den's Mifccllanies, v. 

P- 3H- 

He wifely trod where Nature led the way; 
Fed on her fruits, akd in her bofom lay. 

Ver. 155. "the refounding wood*' — \ lucos fo^ 

fiantesy Virg. Eel. x. 58. founding woods ; Dryden, 

N 3 Ver. 161, 
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Ver. 1 6 1. Ah! how unlike the man of times to come! . 
Of half that live the butcher and the t9mb j 
Who, foe to Nature, hears the genVal groap. 
Murders their fpecies, and betrays his own. 
But juft Difeafe to luxury fucceeds. 
And ev'ry death its own avenger breeds; 
The Fury-paffions from that Hood began, 
And tfurn'd on RJan a fiercer fav^e, Man. 

An invaluable inve£kive againfl that ferocious and de« 
teftable' pra£tice of murdering and d^Voiirii^g animals I 
Hear the nervous impetuofity o^ ArriQhius^ hur^g Msith 
indignation at the contemplation of this iv\>]§(X$ iib* viu 
p. 213. edit* Lugd. Bat. ^ Where b the pkaiute of 
5' gratifying ourfclves with die flaughtcr of ioofBsnfivc 
^' animals, to hear their lamentable cries, to fee ftneams 
•* of blood, their lives iffuing with tl^c i^urrent, their 
?* inteftines rolling on the ground, thpir hearts ftiil beat* 
*^ ing with the remains of life, and the palpitations of 
** the vifcera ? What barbarians are we ! to havp l^njr 
** ed from vicious habit to prey upon their flefti !" To 
the pathetic apoftrophe in the firft verfe of this quotation 
Dryden has one fimilar, at Virg. j^n. ix. 640, * 
jih I ' how unlike the living is the dead ! 

Ver. 107. The Fury-paffions from that blood began, 
And turn'd on Man a fiercer favage, Man. 

Much after this manner Dryden^ in his verfion of tha^ 
divine fpeech of Pythagoras, in Ovid^ which our poet, 
doubtlefs, had in view through this wljole delineation i 
Til' eflay of bloody feafts on brutes began. 
And after forg'd the fword to murder man. 

Ver. 169. See him from Nature ri&Pg fip.w tp. Art. 
On this fubjeft the reader majr cogfult Clcera 4e L^g. i. 

.8. fin. 
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8. fin. and the ironclafi^n 6t' Ckuiiaffs poem en the 
Porcupine. 

Ver. 177. Learn of the little Kaytilu3 fo fail, ^ 

Spread the thin oar, andc^tch the rifing gale. 

An inimitable couplet ! Pliny menticms fiflies of tiiis 
kind, and this praftice of failing, in feveral parts of his 
Natural l4lll8rjr : aiid the Naa'tiliis 1^ fpoken of in an 
^igr4m f^i.CtMimtichiis. But it feeOM ttielyi tbaft Drydin^ 
in his Annus Mirabilis, ftanza 155* -ftifniflifed his ftfholat 
with this tl^ought: - c 

By viewing Nature, Nature's hand-maid Art 

Makes mighty things froni fmall beginnings grow.;, 

Thci» feil the tUdd^f, and their head the prow. 

Ver. .181* Here fubterranean vv-orks and citkp feet 
referring, I preAimey morevpartioulaTif to die heqv&» 

Ver. 185. Hofw thoftrin bommbn all their wealthbeftow— , ; 
Tftitir ^ep*n(te cells h\A jjr^pertics maintain. 

Thefts ate tranflatidns of two paflag^s in Virgil^ ^Geo. iv^ 

\s5'[ \sv . : . . . \ 

' — \ — ^Jn medium quaefita reponunt — : 

^ £t pstriam fobe, et ccitos novere penates. 

Ver. 191, In vain thy" Rcafori finer webs fhall draw, 
Intangle Jnfttce in her net of law, 
, And rigbt, too rigUi harden into isnrcAig ; 
Still for the iirong-tod wciafc,tlte weak t6o ilroiigV 

T^ttt ktm% an aUofioa here to tkiit' well-known ifiaxfm,' 
^ Sttinmum jot iummai injuriai \** to which ti\t^ be 
rrf«rrcd thofe linc^ of i/tf^^f ^ t Epift. vi. 15. 
Infant fanus somen ferat> sequus iniqui. 
Ultra quam fatis eft, virtutem (Ipetat ipfam. 

N4 The 
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Tl^e juft} unfair, thef wifei but madmen deem, 

WKo Virtue's felf too rig'roufly purfue. 
And the imagery of the paflagp^is derived from an ohfer* 
vation of a Greek philofopher, whq compared laws to 
fpiders^'wehs 5 too fragile to hold faft great offenders, and 
too ftrong to fuffer trivial culprits to efcape. 

Vensoo. Cities were built, focieties were made. . . •. 

A line chiefly . borrowed from Rofcommon*s verfion of 
Horace's Art of .Poetry : 

Cities were builty and ufeful laws were made. 

Ver. 208. When Love was Liberty, and Nature Ls^i^* 

This verfe is found alfo in his Eloifa : and fFariurtfn*8 
explanation is a prudifh sipd unfeafonable attempt to ^divert 
the reader from the plain purport of the poet's meaning, 
fufficiently afcertained by the difcarded variation : 
And half the GOiufe of comeft waS: scmov'd. 
When beauty could be kind to all ^ho.Joy'd ; -, ; 
the jconcubitu vago of fforace^ wherp Jie defcribes this 
infant ftage of focjety ; and Cicero de Inventipn^j u.2^ 10 
worthy of confultation upon this fubjedl:, and furni£he$ 
^ fine illuftration of 'what our poet fays belowj vVr. 283. 

Ver. 222..T — — " the aerial eaglc^'-r-: ^I'eria 'Oolu^^s^ 
aerial birds : Lucretius and Kirgil. . 

VeV. 236. For Nature kn^w no right divine in men. 

** Tl^oCPigreat' and* good men, Lycurgus, Solon, Numa, 
<5 in .rlfieditalting their inftitnti6ns, had the fame fentiment 
" with Alcidam^s, apcprding to that noble fragment of 
" his, p^referved in the fcholiaft upon Arifl:otle?s Rhetoric i' 

f* God hath difmijfed all men free: Nature bath made no 

.6 •...«« f^fi 
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^ man a JlavfJ* Harrises notes to his Second Tteatifc, 
on Mvific, Paintings and Poetry. 

Ver. ^49. She, 'midft the lightning's blaze, and thunder's 
found. 
When rock'd the mountains, and when groan'd 

the ground. 
She taught the weak to bend, the proud to pray. 
To Pow*r unfcen, and mightier far than they. 

This is cxaftly J^ucretius, v. I2t7, 
Praeterea, cui non animus formidine Divum 
Contrahitur, cui non conrepunt membra pavore^ 
Fulminis horribili cum plaga torrid^ teilus 
Contremiti et magnum percurrunt murmUra coelum ? 
Non populi gentesque tremunt, regesque fuperbi — i 
Denique, fub pedibus teilus cum tota vacillate 
G>ncuiraeque cadunt urbes, dubiasque minantur 5 
Quid mirum, fi fe tcmnunt mortalia faecia, 
Atque poteftates magnas mirasqqc relinquunt 
In rebus vireis Divum, quae cunfta gubernent ? 
What bofoni fhrinks not with ah awe divine, 
Whofe flefti with terrour creeps not, when the ground, 
Smit with the ftroke of thunder, flaming, (hakes, 
And murmurs roll through the long vault of heaven ? 
Quake not whole nations with their haughty kings? 
When Earth's broad furface rocks beneath our feet, 
When crafting cities fall^ or tottering threat, 
What.wonder, if frail man himfelf defpife ; 
• If wondVous powers, and vaft, to Gods he give. 
To guide this univerfe with boundlefs fway ? 
But in our poet's third verfc, the word njueak is unfuitablc 
to the fcope of his argument, which is laying down the 
origin of fupcrftition over tyrants themfelves : fome al- 
teration, therefore, to the following purport, is neceflary: 

The 
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The. l(^ty laoght m bend, tKe proud ta ^y . • - 

Vcr. 265. Then firft theFIamen tailed living food. 

'Dieg€ne>5 LeKitim has a pleafant epigram enougli refpfecSk- 
ing Pythagbras, grounded upon die equivocal acceptation 
of this cxTprckionfh'nig'food; which 1 fliall quote for the 
entertainment of the reader : 

Tig yap, vg sfA^^uxoiV i^aro, llu&ayofa ; 
A^' or* av e^'W^J ti, Mxi o^rn^ji, km aXio-t^Yi, 

Au TOT€ KOi -^ifxifiv we exov strBiofiBf. ' 
Nor we,' Pythagoras, delight 
0{ living anitnah to hitty 

Of fleft^ or fowl, or fiA; - ''* ' • - 

But think tiicfA', roafted well, or boiKf, ; ;* 

Or fried, or fl:eWM, or bakM, 6r byoiHd;- • ' 

An admirable difli 1 • ^ _- 

.". li ,' ■ . ' •' 
Ver. 305. For modes of faith let gracelefs zealots ijght ; 

His can't be wrong, whofe life, is in tTie right. 

This couplet is formed from one in Cowley^ % verfes on 

tl^c death of Crafliaw : ^ . . 

Hisfahh^ perhapsj^ in ibme nice tenet's m^ht 

Be wrong ; hh lifcy TnTi fure> was in the ri^it. 

The pofition is demonftrably zibfurd in both poets. All 

condu6l originates in principles: where tke principles, 

therefore, are not ftriftly gur« ,and accurately true, the 

condu£): muft deviate^ more or lefs in the fame pioportion, 

from the line of p^rfeft reftitude. There is no, axiom 

in geometry more indifputable : and we may hence learn 

the unfpeakahle importance of right opinion, upon eve^^y 

fubjed, and more efpeetally on the (ubjef^ of Religion 

and Morality. If our Faith be wrangy it i$ impp^iblc 

that our life fliould be right. 

Ver. 310. 



Vpr. lip. A^.^ of^Qod^tbat.hle&ituakbd, qt me^d* 

A juft and fublime f(totUncm,.ki.uQtfott mdi pmeGeaiile 
{iii]Jofo{:%-aUid £yingpbca^ which ground tioe 

piety on an imitation of the Supreme Being in his imp 
partial vuiivcrial jbouiity .to his cxcatures ; nol:> like jmefts 
and churchmen, .on. due xactqxnal miunmcrie^ iof fuper* 
ftitioi>« . . - 

Ver. 318. And bade Self-loye 4nd ^lal bethe£|ine, 

^ A due ufe :of our teafon ma)^ Self^hvt tmd focial 
** coincide, or even become in eiFeft the fwou?^ B9* 
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VER. 1 1 . Twin'd with the wreaths Parnaffian laurels yield, 
OrreapM in iron harveftsof the field. 

The di£lion of the former verfe 15 Angularly elegant and 
happy; and the latter feems formed on an allufion to the 
armed men of Gadmus 5 or was transferred from /^/rj //, 
-^n. iii. 45- 

— : = ^Hic confixum^irrr^a texit 

Telornm ffgAh ^t jacuUs increyit acutis. 
Me, flaughter'd here, this crop of javelins hides. 
And pointed lances, fprouting from my fides : 
which is a flight change of Ogilby's verfion, antl excel-, 
lently reprcfents the pafiagc. — Or our poet might derive 
the figure immediately from his mafterj at ^n. xii. 963, 
The more they kill, the greater numbers grow: 
An iron harvejl mounts, and ftill remains to mow. 
And in his All for Love, end of a£t i. there is a fimilar 
Tcrfe: 

And 
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And, entering where the foremofl: fquadrons yield, 
• V^m the nohXc harvfji of the fieltL 
But the firft fofpicion is rendered probablfe by the begin* 
sing of his own tranflation of Statius : 

How with the fcrpcnt's teeth he (bw*d the foil, 

And reafd an ir»n harvefi of his toil. 

Ver. 16. nris no where to be found, or ev'ry where. 

So Horace f Eplft. i. 11. fin. 

quod pctis^ hie ell ; 

. EftUluhris- 

YtT, 39, There's not a bleffing indivkiuab find. 

But fome way leans and hearkens to the kind* 

An image perfedly ^rigin^ ^nd happy! Man waits, as i| 
were, all ear ! for the approbation of another's feelings, 
before he can decide upon the reality of his own happinpfs 
from a prefent enjoyment. A paflage in tjie Epiille to 
the Hebrews, xi. 13. is not much inferiour to this in a 
beauty of the fame kind: fee my Silva Critica^ v. p. 148. 

Ver. 75, Heav'n ftiU with laughter the vain toil furveys* 

An allufion to Pfalm ii. 1.4." Why do the heathen rage, 
*' and the people imagine a vain thing?— He, that fitteth 
" in the heavens, (hall laugh i the Lord (hall have thcni 
" in derijjon.*' 

Ver. 102. Was this their Virtue, or contempt pf life? 

The general conception of this whole palTage feems de- 
rived from Lanfdowne's verfes written in the year 1 690^^ , 
and of great merit. 

The honeft man, who ftarves and is undone. 
Not Fortune, but his Virtue keeps him down. 
Had Cato bent beneath the conquering caufe, 
He might have liv'd to give new fenates laws; 

But 
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fiut on vile terms difdaining to be greats 
He perifli'd by his choice, and not his fate. 
Honours and life, th' ufurper bids, and all 
Tkat vain miftaken men good fortune call ; 
Virtue forbids, and fcts before his eyes 
An honeil death ; wl^ich he accepts, and dies« 

Vcr. 107. Why drew Marfeilles' good bifliop purer breathy 
When Nature ficken'd, and each gale was deatli? 
Or why fo long (in life if lon^ can be) 
Lent Heav'n a parent to the poor and me ?. 

Archbifliop Sheldon^ and others, mull fhare in this praife 
of the good bifliop of Marfeilles; fee Pennant's London, 
p. 328. and the two minifters of Tidefwell in Derbyfliire ; 
fee Dr. Aikin's Environs of Manchefter, p. 485. And 
in the former couplet our poet might profit from fomc 
anonymous verfes in DrycUn^s Mifcellanies, vi. p. 76. 
PVhen Haturejickens^ and with fainting breath 
Struggles beneath the bitter pangs of death : 
as the third verfe is a palpable imitation ofFirgil^Mn. r. 
861. 

Rhoebe, diu, resji qua dlu mortalibus ulla efl^ 

Viximus. 

O Rhoebus, we have Hv'd too long for me. 

If life and long were terms that could agree. Dryden. 

Ver. 123. Shall burning ^tna, if a fage requires, 
Forget to thunder — ? 
This is the ftrong word of Virgil on the fame fubjed, 
-ffin. iii. 571. 

horrificis juxta tonat Mtna ruinis: 

thundering Mtna^ is Dryden\ expreflion there from Lau- 
derdale. 

Ver. 137* 
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Vcr. 127; When the loofe mountain ti-cmbles froni ofl 
high, ' 
Shall gravitaitioTr ceafe, if Jrou go'l>y ? 

•• Quid mitunr igitfir, ex fpdunca faxum in' crura Icadil 
" incidifle ? Putor enim, etiam fi Icadius in fpelunca' nort 
•* fuifiet; /aifum tamen illud cafurum fuifle/' Cicero de 
Pato, cap* ill; What w6ridct thenj that the ft'one 
fiiould fail from the cave oh the legs of Icadius f The 
ftone, I- prefuTTie, would have fallen, had- he not been 
there. 

Vec* rgtS. One flaifnts iri rags, one flutters in brocade. 

The fatirical aggravation here is condii£ied with grea^ 
dexterity, by an interchange of terms J the gaudy word* 
Jlaunt properly belonging to the fumptuous drefs^ and 
that of flutter i to the tattered gartrient. This artifice 
did not cfcape the fagacity^f Warburton, vtrhofe obfer- 
Vationis extremely jufl. A moil ingenious and acute 
criticifm of a fimilar kind' may be feen in the notes of 
that extraordinary Intelligence on Windfor Foreft, ver« 

388. - 

Ver. 207. Bead the pure Hood of an illuffrious race^ 
In quiet flow- from' Lucrece to Lucreccv 

A'tranflation from Boileai^s fifth Satire^ ver. 85. 
Et fi \QViX fang tout pur, ainfi que kur noblejjif 
Eft pafle jufqu'a vous de Lucrece en Lucr^ce, 

Ver. 21 1. Go f if youranci^t, but ighobld blcyod' 

Has crept thro' fcoundrels ever fince theifed Ji ■ 
Improved from Hall^ I prefume : Satire iii. 
Or tedious bebd-roUs of defcended */«?orf^ 
From father ]zfh&tfln€e DeucaliorC s flood. 

Ver. 244. 
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Ver. 144. But ftr the ptditical byafr of cnir poet, he 
^ould unqueftionably have written here, 

A MarlVtQUgh living, as a Caefar dead. 
This blameable partiality is finely ccnfared by- Mr^ 
Mafon^ in the following ftanza : 

Aflc, if the wretch that dar'd his mein'ry ilainj 

Afk, if his country's, his religion's foe, 
Deferv*d the meed that MarlVraugh fall'd to gjain ? 
The dcathlefs meed he only could bellow. 

Ver. 257. A«ri more-true joy Marcdlus exUM feels, 
Than Gi»far with a fenate at hts heels. 

So Lanfdowne^ of Cato, in the verfes above quoted, as 

ver. 102. 
M5&re lov-'d, more prais'dy more envy'd in his doom, 
Than G^efar^ trampling on the rights of Rome. 

Ver. 260- Tell (for you can) what is it to be wife > 

Thefe interjefkory appeals give great vivacity and emo*' 
lion to a.paflage ) and are freqmsfltly> aa in tjic prefent 
inftance,. peculiarly pleafing and imprefllve* That ia 
Graf% Elegy is alfo perfeftly elegant and happy : 

Approaehj and; read (fdr thoo canft read) the lay. 
Homer led the way, in Od. A. 8I7. 

To{>i yaf TW ^iDftff®* i^' i^xitca^ w re na\ a^'Kot 

AvBpt; TipfKrcxno TtaperrofAsvati {^uvarai yap) 

An elegance of this kind, highly meritorious, occurs in 
Bourne's tranflation of Lucy and Coliii ; and would alone 
evince the fine tafte^of that admirable, ver fifier:: 
Oh ! have you ffena lily pale. 

When beating rainadefcend ? 
Vidiftin' {quinfap^vides) ut languid a. mtpcent 
Liliat qua fubitae pr?cgravat imber aquse ? 

Ven 284.. 
8 
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Vcr. 384, See CromweU, damn'd to evcrlafting fame I 

This tcfembles fome vigorous lines In Rofcommon^s 
Effay : 
That wretch, in fpitc of his forgotten rhyfnes. 
Condemned to live to all fucceeding times .• 
tirhich Dry den has imitated in his Abfalom and Achitt)-^ 
phel, part ii. 

Who by my mtife to all fucceeding times 
Shall live in fpight of their own doggrel rhymes. 
Bolingbrokc might have this verfe under contemplation, 
in his letters to our poet : " Then will thofe powers of 
•* duUnefs^ whom you have ridiculed into immortnlity, be 
**• called forth in one united phalanx againft you." — ^Or, 
perhaps, the date of the letters, which does not appear, 
would rather transfer the imitation to Pope himfelf. The 
identical expreffion firft occurs in a couplet difcarded 
from the Eflay on Criticifm, ver. 123. and he feems to 
have thought it too valuable to be loft : 

Zoilus« had thefe been known, without a name 
Had dy'd, and Perault ne'er been damned to fame. 

Yen 289. In hearts of kings, or arms of queens who ky, 
How happy thofe to ruin, thefe betray ! 
Mark by what wretched fteps their glory grows^ 
From dirt and fea-weed as proud Venice rofe ; 
In each how guilt and greatnefs equal ran, 
And all that rais'd the Hero, funk the Man. 
Now Europe's laurels on their brows behold, 
But ftained with blood, or ill-exchang'd for gold. 
Then fee them broke with toils, or funk in eafe, 
Or infamous fdr plundered provinces. 
Oh wealth ili-fated ! which no aft of fame 
E'er taught to Ihme, or fandified from fliame ! 

What 
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What greater blife attends their clofe of life ? 
Some greedy minion, or imperious wife, 
The trophy 'd arches, ftory'd halls invade, 
And haunt their flumbers in the pompous fhade; 
Alas ! not dazzled with th^ir noon -tide ray, 
Compute the morn and evening to the day j 
The whole amount of that enormous fame, 
A tale, that blends their glory with their (hanie ! 

i have extrafted the whole of this fublime invcflivc, that 
the particular afpeft of our fatirift on the circumftanccs 
of AfarlborougFs life may be more diftinftly feen amidit 
this general cenfure of military glories^ 
The fecond claufe of the firft verfe, and the fecond 
couplet, relate to his intrigue with the Duchefs of Clever" 
land, for which I refer the reader to the Biographia Bri- 
tannica, vol. iii. p. 563, or Lediard's life, pp- 1 8 and 19. 
The third and fourth couplets have a view to his fup- 
pofed peculation as commander in chief, and his pro- 
longation of the war on this account, to which we mud 
refer alfb the difcarded variation at his firft Moral EfTay^ 
ver. 86. 

Triumphant leaders, at an army's head^ 
Hemm'd round with glories,_pilfer cloth or bread : 
As meanly plunder, as they bravely fought 5 
Now fave a people, and now fave a groats 
The fixth couplet is explained by that charge of avaricd 
"Which is ufualty ^brought againft him, and which gave rife 
lo that epigram upon the bridge in Blenheim-Park : 
The fpacious arch his vaft ambition fhows ; 
The -ftreafai an emblem of ifiis bounty flows< 
The application of the following lines to his Duchefs^ 
the palace at Blenheim, and his fecond infancy, fo finely 
iouchad by Joh'nfon in his Vanity of Human Wiihes, i$ 
O* loaf 



ig4 OBSERVATIONS 

too obvious to need more than a fimpie admonition to 
direft the attention of the rcadet. 

Thofe admirable expreffions of the eleventh and twelfth 
Verfes appear in part derived from Horace^ Od. ii. 2i. 

Ntti/tts drgento color eft avaris 

Abdito teiris, ihimice lamhse, 

Crifpe Sallufti, nifi temperato 
Splendeat ufu: 
and in part fVom Dryden^ Virg. iEn. iv. 250. 

But call'd it marriage, by that fpecious name 

To veil the crime, tlTiA fan^ify the Jhame* 
With the fifteenth and fixteenth verfes another mafterljr 
' paflage of Horace^ imitated from Lucretius> has ^ clofc 
refemblance : 

Non enim gazae, neque confularis 

Summovet li6tor miferos tumultus 

Mentis, et Cuiras laqueata circum 
Tefta volantes. 
A couplet alfo in Jddifon^s verfes on the Play-Houfc 
may be not unfeafonably compared, though fufficiently 
profaic : 

A lofty fabrick does the fight invade. 

And ftretches o'er the waves ^ pompous J7iade. 
' The laft cotiplet is Cmilar to a well-known paflage iii ^w- 
venars tenth Satire : 

1, demens, & faevas curre per Alpes, 

Ut pucris placeas, et declamatio fias : 

He left that name, at which the world grew pale. 

To point a moral, and adorn a tale. Dr. yohnfon. 
The latter of thefe lines is excellent, the former infipidly 
profaic, and made only for it's fellow : with th^ reader *i5 
leave, therefore, I will extract for his perufal my own 
amended verfion of the place. 

Go, 
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G6, fcale -fon Alps, infatuate tirarriour ! go ; 
Stem the wild blaft, and fpurn th* aerial fnow : 
Then claim the meed of mad Ambition's dream, 
A hacknied hero of the fchool-boy 's theme ! 

Ver, 311. The only point where human blifs ftands ftilL' 

The allufion here feems to be to the pole, or central point, 
of a fpherical body ; which, during the rotatory motion 
of every other part, continues immoveable and at reftj 

Ver. 319. "the broadeft mirth" — : this is the 

Greek expreflion, 'kXarvg yexa; • broad^ or wide laughter : 
derived, I prefume, from the greater aperture of the 
mouth in loud laughter. 

Ver. 331. Slave to no fe£t.— 
As Horacey Eprft. i. 1. 14. 

Nullius addi£ius jurare in verba magiftri : 

Slave to no form of di£latorial words : 
or, as Creech renders very commendably ; 

But, if you afk me now what fedt i own, 

I fwear a blind obedience unto none. 

Ver. 332. But looks thro' Nature up to Naturfe*s God, 
^* The modeft tn^Mixcx follows Nature ahd Nature* s God: 
" that is, he follows God in his works and in his word.** 
'Bolingbroke's Letters to Pope. 

Ver. 341. For him alone, Hope leads from goal to goal, 
And opens ftill, and opens on the foul. 

Two finer lines weirc never penned than thefc j iter in 
which the language affifted and reprefented the fenti- 
ment more happily. See my note on the Iliad, xxiii. 967. 
and my Silva Critica, v. p. 147. Ovid has a beauty of 

O 2 the 
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the fame kind in Epift. ii. 129. but far inferior to this of 
Pope : 

Quo magis acceduntj minusy et minuSf nitilis afto. 

Ver. 360. And height of blifs but height of charity. 

This is noble morality, and truly evangelical. With the 
do£lrine of this pafTagei and with the phrafeology above^ 
at ver. 343. the follov^ing lines of fValler^ on Divine 
Love, Canto v. may be agreably compared : 
Love as he lov'd !, A love, fo unconfin'd, 
With arms extended would embrace mankind. 
Self-love would ceafei or be dilated, when 
We (hould behold as many felfs as men : 
All of one family, in blood ally'd ; 
His precious blood, that for our ranfom dy*d ! 
The firft couplet here, which refembles our ppet below^ 
at ver. 367. might beconftrufted from C^w/^j', David, iv. 
491. 

And yet this general bounty of his mind, 
That with wide arms embrace^ all mankind — . 

Ver. 3 79, Form'd by thy converfe, happily to (leer 
From grave to gay, from lively to feverc. 

Drydeny in his Art of Poetry, Canto i. 
Happy, who in his verfe can gently fteer. 
From grave to light, from pleafant to fevere. 

Their common original, as others alfo have obferved, is 

Boileauj TArt Poetique, chant i. ver. 75. 
Heureux, qui dans fes vers fait, d'une voix legere, 
PafTer du grave au doux, du plaifant au fevere. 

Rofcommony in his verfion of Horace's Art of Poetry : 
Your looks muft alter, as your fubje£t does. 
From kind to fierce, from wanton to fevere< 

Ver. 381. 
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Ver. 381. Correft with fpirit, eloquent with eafe. 

But what more difficult in compofition than the union of 
fpirit with corredlilefs ? The file of correftion is natu- 
rally apt to polifh away the bold prominencies of cha- 
ra£ter^ and to produce a mere blamclefs equability; 

feftantem Icnia, ncrvi 

Deficiunt animique, 
is the juft remark alfo of Horace : and ^intiUan obferves 
with his cuftomary reftitude and vivacity, I'nftt. ii. I2- 
** Nihilo minus confitendum eft etiam detrahcre doc- 
" trinam aliquid, ut limam rudibus, et cotes hebetibus, 
** et vino vetuftacem ; fed vitia detrahit, atque eo folo 
** minus eft, quod literx perpolierunt, quo melius."-r— 
Nay, weaknefs and tenuity are fuch common and proba- 
ble efF^s of extreme accuracy, that the perverGty of 
mankind will Have them to be it's inevitable confe- 
qucfnces : and, as in the cafe of our poet himfelf, will . 
riot allow the poffibility of vigour and fublimity with 
fuch faultlefs propriety, and unoffending elegance. 
The latter claufe of the verfe is not happily exprefled : 
the proper contraft would rather be^ 

Correft with fpirit, dignified with eafe : 
becaufe the flow and facility of eloquence are terms in- 
fcparable from the thing itfelf, and implied in it : and 
eloquence is laudable in exaft proportion with it's free- 
dom from every appearance of tardinefs and conftraint. 

Ver. 383. ph ! while along the ftream of Time thy name 
Expanded flies, and gathers all its fame — . 

Cowley^ to the New Year, ftaaza i. 

Oh I let my life,- if thpu fo many deaths a-coming find, 

With thine old year its voyage take. 

Borne down that Jiream of Timey which no return can 

make. 

O 3 Ver. 389. 
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Ver. 339, ^hallthea this verfe to fixture age pretend^ 

Thou wert my guide, philofophcr, and ^end ?. 

Tbis prop.er and primary acceptation of the "Vfoxd^ pr^t£^4 

is exemplified alfo in Dryden^ Mn. iv. 975. 

tt: -z — Didft thou in death prcte^fl 

To fcorn thy filter, pr delude thy friend ? 



THE UNIVERSAL PRAYER. 



VER. I. Father of all ! in cv'ry age, 
In cv*ry clime ador'd, 
By faint, by favage, and by fage, 
Jehovah, Jove, or Lord ! 

The creator and protedor of the world is here comprc-^ 
henfively addrefTed under the various names, hy which 
he has been diftinguiftied in the fyftem of revelation, 
the theology of poliflied antiquity, ai^d the conceptions 
of rude Barbarians. The fame God and Father, und^r 
different degrees of manifeftation and conviftion, has been 
acknowledged alike, through every age, and in every 
circumfiance, by all his children of mankind. And what 
is there in thefe fentiments not perfedly philpfophical 
and evangelically pure ? A man's notions of Chriftianity 
n^uft be ftrangely paradoxical indeed, who can fee any 
inconfiftency between this poetical addrefs and the fpirit' 
of that cceleftial inftitution. ^ 

Ver. 5. Thou great firft Caufe, leaft underflood : 
Who all my fenfe confin'd— • 

Grammar 
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Gramhiar r^ukea confimeFfl^ and a fiEiUdr exception 
mull be made to two Mrprds iu the next ftanza : fee the 
note on the Mef&ahi ver. 6. 

Ver. 13. What Confcience dilates to be done, 
Or warns roe not to do. 
This, teach me more than Hell to fbun, 
That, more than Heay'n purfue. 

This ftanza was always abfolutely unintelligible to me. 
Suppofing it the language of a believer in revelation, 
what can be more abfurd than to make the ultimatum of 
reward ^nd punifhment to be (hunned or purfued beyond 
the means, which have their tenmnation there ? An 
unbeliever indeed, which chara£ler our poet difclaimed 
here, might very properly avow an attachment to Virtue 
and an antipathy to Vice, paramount to all fervile mo- 
tives of reward or puniihment, and independent on 
them. 

Ver. 1 7. What bleflings thy free bounty gives, 
Let me not caft away ; 
For God is pajd when Map receives : 
T' enjoy is to obey. 

Athenausy in his compilations, ii. 3. quotes a pafTage 
from Alexis, which contains a plcafing fentiment of the 
fame complexion^ as follows ; 

Let Fortune's fav'rites in broad funfhine live, 

And God's benignity difplay to all. 

Then, only then, the bounteous Donor reaps 

His recompenfe, when Man enjoys the boon^ 

The niggard and penurious, who (huts up 

The ftores cceleftial with clofe-handed care, 

He views difpleas'd, and foon withdraws the gift. 

O 4 Vtr. 49. 
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Vcr. 49. To thee, whofe temple is all fpace, , 
Whofe altar, earth, fea, Ikies. 

fsucan^ ix. 578. has an admirable paflage of this kind : 
Eftne Dei fcdcs, nifi terra, et pontus, ct apr, 
Et coelum, et virtus ? Superos quid quaerimus ultra ? 
Juppiter eft quodcunque vides, quocunque movcris. 
Is there a place, that God would choofe to love 
Beyond this earth, the fcas, yon heaven above, 
iVnd virtuous minds, the noblcft throne of Jove i 
Why feek we farther then ? Behold around, 
How all thou feeft does with the God abound : 
Jove is alik^ in all, an4 always to be foun4* 



"1 



MORAL ESSAYS, 



EPISTLE I. 

THE poem is introduced by an exordium, fimple apd un- 
^ffefled, altogether fuitabk to a didadic fubjecl. A rec- 
titude of judgement is by nothing more diftinguifhed 
than by an accommodation of language to the fentiment * 
gnd complexion of the compofition. We are fatisfied 
on the prefent occafion, if the poet amble gracefully at 
the foot of Parnaflus, without a furious attempt to drive 
his Pegafus on full pinion through the abyfs of sether. 
The man, who expeds a magnificence of phrafe, and an 
(Elevation of thought in the introduction before qs, ipay 
^S well demand the prodigality of Miltonian di&ion in 

«an 
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an zGt of parliamenti or the energetic pomp of Johnfon 
in a royal proclamation. 

Vcn 5. The coxcomb bird, fo talkative and grave, 

That from his cage cries Cuckold, Whore, and 
Knave — . 

So Dryden^ in his Abfalom and Achitophel, part ii. 
If he call Rogue and Rafcal from a garret, 
He means you no more mifchief than a parrot. 
And our poet here gives us another inftance of that 
cofeaioXiidta, or inconfequent conftruftioh, in which he fo 
much delights, and which gives fuch a pleafing variety to 
his compofitions. 

Ver. 37. Nor will life's ftream for obfervation ftay ; 
It hurries all tpo faft to mark their way ; 

that is, " The rapidity of life is tpo great, and carries alt 
" mankind in too quick fucceffion to different obje£ts, for 
** minute obfervation, as they pafs along." Our poet's 
illuftrious commentator mifconceived the conftruftion, 
by affixing a fort of colloquial vulgarity to the phrafe in 
the fecond verfe. Men are reprefented here as failing 
on thp ftream pf time, as in EiTay on Man* ii« 107. 
On life's vaft ocean diverfcly we fail. T 

Ver. 61. When Flatt'ry glares, all hate it in a queen. 

While one there is who charms us with his fpleen. 

^een Caroline and Dr. Swift are evidently the cha- 
raders intended here : but who are Shylock, 'Manlyj and 
Umbra, juft above ? B. 

Ver. 76. Friendly at Hackney, faithlefs at Whitehall : 

that is, *^ full of profeffions, when a candidate for a feat 
" in parliament ;" (for the Midcllefex members are put 

into 
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)(ito npmina^oti at HackmyJ << and faithlefs to thafe pro- 
** fcfSons, when the objeft of thpm is fecure." 

Ver. 8|. Who would not pmife Patricio's high dcfeit, 
His bapd unftain'd, his ynqorrupted heart, 
His comprehenfive he^d! all int'refts weigh'd, 
All Europe f^v'd, yet Britain not betray 'd. 
He thanks you not, his pride is in piquette, 
Newmarket fame, and judgment at a bett. . 

Evidently Lord Godolphin. But who is Catiusy ver. 77. 
^nd Scoto, ver. 158 ? B. 

f,ord Cbefterfield in his chara£lers has the fallowing 
very appofite illuftration, and very juft reipark: "Meu 
** are apt to miftake, or at leaft to feem to miftake, their 
" own talents ; in hopes, peAaps, of mifleading others 
" to allow them that which they are confcious they do 
** not poflefs. Thus Lord Hardwicke valued himfelf 
** more upon being a great minifter of flate, which he 
* certainly was not, than upon being a great magiftrate, 
*^ which he certainly was/' 

This principle is exceedingly prevalent among mankind ; 
and arifes partly from vanity, and partly from falfe Ihame. 
Thinking themfelves fecure of applaufe from their un- 
contefted excellencies, they even undervalue their greateft 
qualities in competition with their in feriour; to feduce, if 
poflible, by the authority of their own judgement,' the 
facility of others into an admiration of their queftionable 
endowments. From an unwillingnefs to fuppofe fuch 
weaknefs in fo great a man without prefling evide'nce, 
I difbelieve the tradition of Mllionh preference of the 
Paradife Regained to the Paradife Loft : otherwife, that 
perverfity would be properly accounted for upon the fame 
principles. 

Ver. 99, 
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Vier. 9g» t-tt-^ with rttwCpc&ht eyc*^ — : by looking 
iac% for eiv^nts^ from wjjudb, to dev^pc and eftabUfh 

caujes. 

V^r. lox. Infer the motive from the deed, and fhew. 

That what we chancM was what we meant 
to do. 

An achievement this, accomplifhed, in the opinion of 
many, (and not without fome reafon) by the right reverend 
commentator for our poet himfelf in thefe very EpiftleSy 
and in the Eflay on Man. ^ 

Ver. 131. Why rifle the world's great empire for a punk ? 
Caefar, perhaps, might anfwer, he was drunk. 

** It is ftrange, that Pope^ or his learned friends, fhould 
♦^ not have known that drunkennefs was not one of 
" Caefer's vicfes. Suetonius fays, " Vini parciffimum nc 
" inimit:i quidem negaverunt. Verbuiii M. Catonis eft, 
** unum ex omnibus Caefarem ad eyertendam rempub- 
** licam fobrium acceffifle.'* Sucton. in J. Csef. Dn 
y or tin. 

Ver. 135. ^is from high life high cfaara6kers are drawn : 
A faint in crape is twice a f^nt in lawn : 
A judge is juft, a chanc'lpr jufter flill ; 
A gownman learn'd; a bifliop what you willj 
Wife, if a minifter ; but if a king, 
More wife, more iearn'd, more juft, more ev'ry 
thing. 

Compare with this his Eflay on Criticifm, ver. 417 to 
ver. 424. and in the fame ftrain the Prologue to Drydet!% 
Troilus and Creilida : 

Dulnefs, that in a play-houfe meets difgrace, 
Might meet with reverence, in its proper place. 

6 The 
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vThe fulfome Clench, that naufeates the town, 

Wou*d from a judge, or alderman, go down ; 

Such virtue is there in a robe and gown^ ! 

And that infipid ftuff, which here you hate, 
.. Might fomewhere elfe be called a grave debate*: 

Dulnefs is decent in the Church and State. 
And BoiJeaUy Sat. viii. 203. 

Quiconque eft riche eft tout. Sans fagefle il eft fage^ 

Jl a, fans rien favoir, la fcience en partage : 

II a I'efprit, le coeur, le m^rite, le rang. 

La vertu, la valeur, la dignite, le fang. 

Vcr. 147. We prize the ftronger effort of his pow'r : 

confidering all mineral an(} fubterranean, as well as vcge- 
table produftions, as the workmanfliip of the fa,me fun : 
fee EfTay, ii ^89. iii. 12. and my illuftrations there. 

Ver. 184. The' wond'ring fenates hung on all he i])oke. 

This (ignificant imagery is very common in the Roman 
poets : let a (ingle fpecimen fufEce, from Firgil^ JEn. iv. 

pendetque iterum narrantis ab ore : 

. The hearer on the fpeaker's mouth depends. Dryden. 
So our poet again in his Imitations, Epift. i. 6. 35. 

Ver. 193. And wanting nothing but an honeft heart : 

that is, " a determined redlitude of purpofe, grounded 
** on fixed principles of virtuous confiftency,^' 

Ver. 195. And moft contemptible, to fliun contempt : 

that is, *' making himfelf contemptible to men of real 
*' excellence by a degrading accommodation to the prac-r 
" ,tices and fentiments of the vicious, to fecure the igno- 
" ble meed of their applaufe and approbation.'' 

Ver. 205. flagitious, yet not great : 

upon 
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upon that maxim of Juvenal; elfewhere, I think, ad- 
duced in thefe notes. 

Aude aliquid brevibus Gyaris et carcerc dignum. 

Si vis efle aliquis. 

Ver. 237. The propriety of this in (lance will be well 
illuftrated by a very elegant, but lickerifh, copy of verfes 
on a Sparrow in the Mufae Anglicanae, to which I refer 
the reader. 

Ver. 241.' then bring the jowl ! 

The original ftory is in Athenaeus, viil. 5. where Machon 
the comic poet tells us, that, ** when the phyfician came 
" in, and told Philoxenus the writer of Dithyrambics, a 
•* great epicure, and fick from devouring an entire poly- 
** pus, except the head, that he had but a few hours to 
" live ; It is well, faid Philoxenus : I have arranged all 
** my poetical concerns as I could wifli ; and, fince 
" Charon and Fate will have no denial, and I muft de* 
" part ; that I may leave nothing of value behind, bring 
" me the jowl of the polypus !" The reader will alfo 
find the ftory in John Hal^^ fermon on gluttony ; whofe 
works he, who has not read, fhould read without delay. 
In the proverbial Centuries of Diogenia.n, iii. 12. is the 
following paflage : " The Athenian, when he is dying, 
" holds out his hand." This, fays the Greek interpret- 
er, is levelled at the avarice of the Athenians, who, were 
very greedy of gain. 

. Ver. 247. Narajfa is Mrs. Oldfield the ^ftrefs. A 
ftory, fomething like it, is told pf Dr. Burnet's daughter, 
that, in her latft faintings, flie defired them not to rub her 
temples with Hungary water, becaufe it would turn, her 
kalr grey* B. 

Ver. 256. 
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Vcr. 156; Euclio was defigned for Sir Charles Durt^ 
€$mbe of Helmfley' 5 who is alluded to again in Imitation^ 
€(£ H^acej ii. Sat. 2. fin. 

Ansl Helmjley^ once proud Buckingham's delight^ 

Slides to a fcriv'ner, or a city knight : 
and who divided his eftatcs in Yorkfliire and Wilts 
among different branches of his family. B. 
See note A. in the Biog. Brit. Art. Duncombe Williaip; 

EPISTLE IL 

VER. 6. All how unlike each other, all how trup 1 
Like the nymphs in Ovidy Met. ii. 14. 

fades non omnibus una. 

Nee diverfa tamen ; qualem decet efTe fororum : 
thus rendered^ with a different application, by Young in 
his tragedy of the Brothers : 

The days of life are lifters ; all alike. 

None juft the fame. . 

Vcr. 7. Arcadia's countefs here, in ermin'd pride—. 

DrydeH*^ Verfioh of Ovid, Met. xii. 

The fcarf of furs, that hung below her fide. 
Was ermlHf or the ^ztiXhtx*^ /potted pride. 

Vcr. 17. Gonie then, the colours and the ground prepare ! 
Dip in the rainbow, trick her off in air ; 
Chufe a firm cloud, before it fall, and in it 
^ Catch, ete fhe thange, the Cynthia of this Ini- 

nute. 

This paflage, of elegance {o ekquifitely curious, is in- 
debted for the original conception to Cowley^ David. 
ii. 807. 

This 
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This he with ftarry vapours fpangles allj 
Xook in their prime, ere they grow rife and fall : 
Of a new rainbow ^ ere it fret or fade j 
The choiceft piece took oiit^ the fcarf is made. 
The whole context there from ver. 793. to ver. %\t. w 
highly worthy of perufal for the luxuriance of it*s imi- 
gery, but would be thought too long for quotation her6 ; 
and I am by no means defirous of faperfluous prolixity ^ 
Hence we may underftand the fky^tin£lured grain of 
Afilton in his magnificent defcription of the Angel in 
Par. Loft, V. 284.- the rich luxuriance of which pidliire 
is effentially indebted to this place of Cowley. 

\tt, 25. Or Sappho at her toilet's greafy ta(k. 

No man could degrade or elevate by a difference of 
terms with more fuccefs than our poet ; and no man has 
fumi(hed more happy proofs of this contraft. Here it 
was his obje£l to difparage : at the end of the firil canto, 
in the Rape of the Lock, he has exhibited the fame ope- 
ration in all the graces of encomiaftic poetry. See the 
note at Dunciad ii. 405* 

Ver. 52. I recommend to the reader the perufal bf 
PFarbttrton*^ note on this verfe, as a curious ihftahce of 
that luminous perfpicacity, with which he developt and 
explained the nice difcriminations and refined theories 
of his author* 

Ver. 72. A teeming miftrefs, but a barren bride. 

A verfe flightly varied from Dryden^s Eflay on Satire : 
J teeming widow, but a barren wife. 

Ver. 80. " the tip of tafte"— : as that fetift is 

fcated on the //>, or papillary extremities, of the tongue. 

Ver. 1 15. 
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Ver. 115. Obfervethc wording of the firft note; — The 
writer of it evidently knew the charafter of AtofTa at leaft 
was real, but he wiflied the generality of readers to be mifled. 
So in Poj>e\ note on y^n 7. befides the bid or confufed 
£ngli(h, the names of women not the chara^ers are faid 
to be fiflitious, but the fentence is intentionally confufed. 
I believe indeed the charafler of AtofTa was not in the 
firft editions, but JVarhurton fliould have altered the 
notes when he inferted the charafter. The tradition in 
the Spencer family is that Pope read himfclf the charac-^ 
ter of Atofla to the Duchefs of Marlborough^ and told 
her it was intended for the Duchefs of Buckingham : 
that file difcovered it, and he received money to fupprefs 
the charafter which was inferted by fVarburton : of this 
flory, fo little creditable to the moral charafter of the' 
poet and his editor, I beg not to be confidercd as the au- 
thor, but I heard it from a perfon in confidence with the 
family : and it would be worth while to authenticate of 
refute it by applying to the prefent Earl. B. 
•* I have been informed, that fome coolnefs had arifert 
*' between Mr. Pope and Lord Chejicrfieldy on account 
** of the Duchefs of Alarlboroughy whofe character, un- 
** der the name of Atojfay the poet was in vain folicited 
** to fupprefs.*' Matys Memoirs, fed. iv. 

Ver. 127. So much the fiiry ftill outran the wit, 

The pleafure mifs'd her and the fcandal hif^ 

This couplet is indebted, perhaps, to Gay^ Epift. xiv. 
Satire ! the Mufe that never fails to hit \ 
For, if i]\trt^^fcandaly to be fure there's wit. 

-Ver. 251. That charm fliall grow, while what fatigues the 

ring, 
Flaunts and goes down, an unregarded thing - 

So 
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£o^.wheii the fun's broad beam hai tir'd -the 

iight, 
All mild afcends tlie moon's more fober light, 
Serene in virgin modefty Aie fhiries, 
And unobfcrv'd the glaring orb declines. 

The wdri grow in the firft verfe unhappily breaks in 
i\pon the continuity of metaphorical expreOion in this 
gxoft exquifite of paflages* He fliould have written, 

That charm (hall rije : 
ks in his Rape of the Loct at iht end of Canto I; 

The fair each moment rffesiii her charms. 
That phrafe, ** fufqites the titig^** is derived from ** CtU 
"** T2iS fatignnt^' ^ixA fimiirfr c«pMffions in Virgii : that 
is, harafs> anti^eary outj as it were^ by long comiAu- 
ance; not without fome reference to the fplendour of 
the figure j which. Jo{)preffe6 Jind .fatigues the fight. The 
poet appears to .have had in view a paflage in Garth's 
Difpenfary^i vi. 256. 

How lately did this celebrated thing 

£laze in the box, ^ndfparkie in ths ring- 
Hughesi on a Peacock cut in vellum by Molinda : 

So^ whqn MoKn3a with fuperiour charms 

Dazzles theVtngi artd other nymphs difarm.s^ — i' 
With the fecond couplet of the quotation, one in Dryden^s 
poem to the Lord Chancellor Hyde may be compared : 

So, when the weary ftiri his place .refigns> 

He leaves his Ught> and by rp'flettion (hines. 
In the third couplet^ out aytlior Should have written^ 

Serene in virgin majefty {he fliines : 
as the efficacy of the prefent term is fufficicntly exerted 
in the epithet : fee my note qn his Iliad, viii. 687. Sof 
Dryden,,JEn. i. 1 80. 

Serene in majejiy. 

P V«r.265. 
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Ver. 265. Let fops or fortnne fly which way they will, 
Difdains all lofs of tickets, or Codille ; 
Spleen, vapours, or fmall-pox, above them all. 
And miftrefs of herfelf^ though China fall. 

Thefc ludicrous fpecifications are very unfeafonably and 
injudicioufly conneftcd, in my opinion, with the venera- 
ble folemnity of the preceding verfes: and turn the 
whole paffage into farce and levity. « 

Ver. 286. Averted half your parent's fimple pray'r. 

An allufion to a paflage in Virgil^ parodied before at the 
Rape of the Lock, Canto ii. ver. 45. — And the concluding 
couplet of this EiTay always appeared to me very illauda- 
ble^ and altogether unworthy 9f it's author* 

EPISTLE IIL 

VER. 9. Nature as in duty bound, 

Deep hid the ihining mifchief underground : 
But when, by Man's audacious labour won, 
Flam'd forth thb rival to its fire, the fun. 

The fame energy is attributed to the fun in Windfor- 
Foreft, ver. 396. in a line truly poetical, and of exqul-s 
fite expreffion : 

And Phoebus warm the rip'ning ore to gold : 
and by Cowley in the Bargain : * . 

Can gdd alas ! with thee compare ? 

Thefun^ that makes it, *s not fo fair : 
froni the (irft ilanza of which piece our poet feems to 
have got his Jhining mifchief oi the preceding verfe: 

Take heed, take heed, thou lovely maid ! 

Nor he by glittering ills betrayM. 
Another paflage in the DavideiSj i. 74. is much to our 
purpofe : 

Beneath 
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beneath the filent chambers of the earth. 

Where l3it fun* s fruitful hams give medals birth ; 
, Where he the growth of fatal gold does fee, 

Golfily which abov,e more influence has than he — • 
*^ By the influepce of this fun^ are produced thoie 
^ golden and inexhaufted mines of invention, which have 
^ furniihed the, world with treafures fo highly efteemed, 
*^ and fo univerfally known and ufed) in all the regions, 
** that have yet been difcovered/* Sir W. Temple*^ 
Mifcellanea, part ii. 

Our poet has engrafted this theory on Homer, without 
warrant from his original, at Iliad ii. 1044. 

From thofe far regiotis, where the fun refines 

The ripening filver in Alybean mines* 
^ckellf on the Profpefl of Peace : 

Here nearer y««5 prepare the ripening gent* 
I find it alfo in Boileau*s Addrefs ta the king : 

Nous aller chercher Por^ malgre Tonde ct le vent, 

Aux lieux ou lefoleil le forme en fe levant : 
and in fomc excellent lines by an anonymous author. Ode 
in the Spring to the returning Sun, Dryderl% MifcelK v. 
40. with which conipare the Difpenfary, vi. 89. 
Or haft thou been in mines below. 
Where pearls and infant diamonds grow ? 

For they their birth to thy kind influence owe. 
But fay, wherever thou haft been. 
In all thy walks thro* earth or (kles, 
Are any wonders thou haft feen. 

So dazzling bright as fair Francelia's eyes ? 
where the reader will be reminded of our poet's verfe in 
the Eflay on Man, i. 103. 

Far as the folar walk, or milky way. 

Ver. 20. '« To Ward"— : John fFard of Hackney. 
P 2 His 
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His houfc is now employed as a boarding-^hottfe : and thu 
paflage by it (KU retains his name, PFiard's xomer^ 

Ver. 33 to 75. The leading thought of this paflage, 
which for 'purity of wit and dexterity of condtrft has. (to 
fay the leaft) never been exceeded, feems due td ^c ur- 
banity of Sheffield^ in the Rapture : 

This, of all vice, does moft debafc the mind : 
Gold is itfelf th' allay to human kind* 
Oh ! happy times ! when no fuch thing as coin 
E'er tempted friends to part, of foes to join ! 
"Cattle or corn, among thofe harmlefs men. 
Was all their wealth ; the goM and filvcr then : 
Corn was too bulky to corrupt a tribe,, 
jind bellowing h^ds would have betray* d the bribe : 
lines, highly fpirited and correft ; but what acceflTions of 
feftivity, and cmbellifhments of imagery and exprefEon, 
has the hintTSecidved from the IBne talents and excurfive 
ingenuity of our incomparable artift ! 

Ver. 45. A leaf, like Sibyrs, fcatter to and fro 

Our fates and fortunes, as the winds fhall blow - 
Pregriknt vAxh thoufands flits the fcrap unfeen-^- 

I have no doubt but he confulted Dryden*^ tranflation of 
the paflage in Virgil here alluded to, iEn. vi. 116. 
But, oh ! commit not thy prophetic mind 
To flitting leaves^ the fport of every wincf. 

Ver. 49* Oh ! that fuch bulky bribes, as all might fe^, 
Still, as of old, incumbered villainy ! 

** Lycurgus, to prevent all inequality among his citizens, 
** ftopt the currency of gold and filver, and eilabiifht an 
^^ iron coinage ; of fo great a fize and fmall a value, that 
" a piece worth thirty pounds required a large room of 
*^ a houfe for (lowage, and. was a load for a cart with 

" tw«> 
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<^ two oxen. Bj this eftablUhment, many kinds of in-> 
** juftice were baniflied from the Lacedasnionians. For 
" who was likely to thieve, or bribe,, or purloin, or 
•* plunder, when concealment was impra£licable, poflef- 
^ fion cumberfome, and a divifion into fmaller pieces 
'* not a recompenfe for the trod^le of the procefs f " 
Plutarch in his Life of Lycurgus. 

Ver. 61. Aftride his cheefe Sir Morgan might we meet. 

A thought, derived poflibly from Philips* Splen4i4 

Shilling : 
Not blacker tube, nor of a fliorter fize, 

Smokes Cambro-Briton : when he 

O'er many a craggy hill and barren cliff. 
Upon a cargo offanCd Cejlrian cheefe 
High oi/er-Jhadowing rides. 

Vcf. 62. And Worldly, crying coals from ftrect to ftreet : 
Whom with a wig fo wild . 

The mention of the wig proves this to have been a real 
charafter. He is fpoken of again in Imitations of 
Horace, Epift. ii. 2. 234. B. 

Ver. 67. His Grace will game : to White's a bull be led, 
With fpurning heels and with a butting head. 

A verfe, moft humouroufly adopted from Drydens tranff 
lation of Virgil, Eel. iii. ;3^. ' 

My Pollio writes, himfelf : a hull be bred. 
With fpurning heelsy Tind with a hutting head* 

Ver. 79. -What riches give us, fet us then inquire : 

Meat, fire, and clothes. B. What more? P. 

Meat, clothes, and fire, 
Is this too little ? would you more than live ? 
Alas ! 'tis more than Turner find$ they give. 

P 3 I fliali 
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I (hall undergo the irkfomenefs of tranfcribing, for &e 
entertainment and edification of the reader, two paffages 
of uncommon merit, in illuftration of that before us 
The firft is from Juvenal^ xiv. 316. 

n menfura tamen quae 

Sufficiat census, fi quis me confulat, edam : 
In quantum fitis, atque fames, et frigora pofcunt \ 
(^antum. Epicure, tibi parvis fufFecit in bortis \ 
Quantum Socratici ceperunt ante penates : 
Nunquam aliud Natura, aliud Sapientia dicit. 
What bounds right Reafpn fixes, (hould you aflc. 
My friend ! an anfwer were no arduous taflc : 
What cold requires, what thirft and hunger crave | 
What thy fmall garden, Epicurus ! gave : 
Thofc frugal meals, that chear*d the lowly cell, 
Where Virtue lov'd with Socrates to dwell. 
What Nature didJates, ftill is Wifdom's choice ; 
The fame their purpofc, and the fame their voic;c. 
And the fecpnd from Youngs Sat. v. 393. 

Can wealth give happinefs ? look round, and fee 
Wliat gay diftrefs ! what fplendid mifery ! 
Whatever fortune laviftily can pour, 
The mind annihilates, and calls for more. 
Wealth is a cheat ; believe not what it fays : 
Like any lord, it promife§ — and pays. 
How will the mifer ftartle, to be told 
Of fuch a wonder, as Infolvent gold ? 
"What Nature wants has an intrinfic weight : 
All more is but the fafhion of the plate. 

Vcr, 88. In Fulvia's bucklq cafe thp throbs below. 
This article of female drefs, which appears tp have had 
ft*s pofitipn at the top of the ftomacher, is mentioned in 

thp 
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the Rape of the Lock, v. 91. where the parody Is the 
xnofl humourous imaginable : 

which after, melted down, 

Formed a vaft buckle for his widow'' s gown, 

Ver. 89. Or heal, old Narfes, thy obfcener ail, 

With all th' embroid'ry plaifter'd at thy tail. 

Narfes, I know not upon what authority, is faid to mean 
Nq/h of Bath. B. 

That phrafe olplaiJier*d embrhidery refembles the aurum 
vejiibus ilUtum oi Horace^ " veftments bedawVd with 
** lace ;" but is much happier on account of it's medical 
application, in conneftion with the verb heal of the pre- 
ceding verfe. Dryden^ in his verfion of Juvenal, Sat. xvi. 
ths end, has imitated the Roman phrafe : 

Let him be dauVdwith lace^ live high, and whore. 

Ver. 94. Shylocky mentioned here, and below ver. 
Ii5..as well as in Epiftle i. 55. mufl be a real charaAer 
by the circumftance of his wife. B. 

Ver. lOi. — «f Sir Gilbert"—: Sir Gilbert Heaths 
cote, B« . . 

Ver. 105. But the good bifliop, with a meeker air, 

Admits, and leaves them. Providence's care. 

Bijhop Sutton.'^B. If fo, fVarburton fhould feem dc- 
firous of concealment, probably from a compaffionate . 
fellow feeling for his fraternity, when he fpeaks of the 
imaginary 6i(hop. 

And the fentiment itfelf (fee top ver. 1 86.) is congenial 
with an iambic of Menander^ preferved by Stobaeus : 

Af' vofjL^Sovff pi 5r6V»jTf f rav Scwv. 

The poor are always deemM the c^re of heaven. 

P 4 Ver. 127, 
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Ver. I a 7. Thccrdwn of Poland, venaf twice an age, 
To juft three millions ftinted piodeft Gage. 
But nobler fcenes Maria's dreams unfold. 
Hereditary realms, and worlds of gold. 
Congenial fouls I whofe life one av'rice joiss^ 
. And one fate buries in th' Ailuriai^ mines. 

A Mr. Gage, of Sir Thomas Gage's family, of Hen-* 
grave, I think, near Bury, Suffolk ; and Lady Mary Her- 
bejt (daughter pf the Marquis of PowisJ whofc mother 
was a naturd daughter of James II : whence the phrafe 
hereditary realms. In Bowleses Travels into Spain i& 
fomc acfoijnt of this fpheme qf wprl^ing tl^e Afturian 
mines. B. 

Ver. 138. Spread, like a new-born mtft,and blot the fun. 

So Cowley in his Davideis : 

He fung, how earth blots the moon*s golden wane : • 
fee Temple of Fame, ver. 340. Dunciad, ii. 274, and hi$ 
Iliad, xvi. 437- 

Ver. 152. But who, my friend, has reafon in his rage ? 

^* Cuin ratione infanire :" to be mad with reafon : 7<r- 
rence% 

Ver. 167. *^ Builds life on death:" compare Effay on 
Man, iii. ver. 15. to ver* 2 1 . and Lucretius, iii. 977--'^4» 
i. 265. 

Ver. 173. This year a refervoir, to keep and fpare. 

Toung has employed this comparifon in Sat. vi. 321. but 
with lefs vivacity of wit than our admirable latirift : 

All hoarded treafures they repute a load ; 

Nor think their wealth their own, till well V»eftow'd : 

Grand refervoir s of public happinefs. 

Through fecret ftreams diffufivcly they blefs. 

Ver. 176. 
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. V«n i7fi. And mm »n4 dogs (b^ <fripli htai HU tlwjy 
burft. 

" It was well faid> tKc^'cfore; both by Denwftbenes and 
*' Diogenes t by one, whcu he ftiled rich boobies, golden 
" flieep ; becaufe they were not fleeced by men of ele- 
" gant accomplifhments, but by vulgar flatterers : by 
^* the other, when he compared them to fig-trees growing 
" over precipices ; for their fruit was devoured by daws 
** and crows, not by men." Galena in his Exhortation. 

Ver. 177. Old Cotta and his fon ^re undoubtedly real 
charafters : the variations point out the fucceflbr to their 
cftate. B. 

Ver. 179. What though (tl^e ufe of barbVous fpits forgot) 
His kitchen vy'd in coolnefs with his grot ? 
His court with nettles, moats with crefles fl:or*d» 

Much after the fame manner Dry Jen in his Abfalom and 

Achitophel : 

His cooks with lortg difufe their trade forgot ; 
Cool was his kitchen^ tho* his brains were hot : 

and Hail, Sat 2. book v* 

The marble pavement hid with defart weed. 
With houfe-leek, thiflle, dock, and hemlock feed — • 
Not half that fmoke from all his chimnies goes, 
Which one tobacco-pipe drives thro' his nofe : 

as our poet below, ver. 190. 
• Tenants with fighs thc/moakie/s towers furvey. 

Ver. 200. But what to follow is a ta(k indeed. 

As Firgi/^ Mn. vi. Hoc opus, hie labor eft : where JDrjr- 
Jen renders well ; 

In this the tq/k and mighty labour lies. 

Ver. 208. And zeal for that great houfe which eats him up. 

There 
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There is more feftivity, than decotttm, in this allufioil 
to John ii. 17. 

Ver. 236. But, well-dilpers'd, is incenfe to the flcies. 

• As, with no Icfs beauty, in the Temple of Fame, ver, 

377- 

Sweet to the world, and grateful to the (kics : 
a vcrfc, which juftly delighted him, and was therefore re- 
peated in the Epilogue to his Satire^, dial. ii. ver. 245. 

Ver. 248. And honour linger ere it leaves the land, . 

He was mindful, perhaps, of Virgil, Geo* ii. 473. 

; . extrema per illos 

Juftitia, excedens terris, veftigia fecit. 

When Juftice fled to heav*n, and left mankind, 

She here left tracings of her feet behind. Lauderdale^ 

Ver. 281. Blufli, Grandeur, blufh ! proud Courts, withdraw 
your blaze ! 
Ye little flars ! hide your diminifli'd rays. 

TheconcIuGon of the former verfe is exceptionable, and 
not correfpondent to the latent allufion, according to 
which the blaze (which is too ftrong a term) is rather 
fuppofed to be overpowered by fuperiour fplendour, than 
withdrawn^ Thus ? 

Blufli, Grandeur, bluih ! proud Courts, how dim your 
Maze ! 
And to this line Johnfon might advert, when he wrote, in 
his Vanity of Human Wiflies, 

Hide, blufhing Glory ! hide Pultowa's day : 
as our poet's fecond verfe alludes to Milton^ Par* 
Loft, iv. 34. 

-^ at whofe fight all the fan 

Jllde their d'mini/h^d headi. 

Ver. ^^85. 
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Vcr. 385. Who builds a church to God, and not to Famci 
Will never mark the marble with his name. 
Go^ fearch it there, where to be born and die# 
Of rich and poor makes all the hiftory. 
That prafkire of " building to Fame'' is thus finely r%T 
fdiculed by Hull, book iii. fat. 4. 
Whoever gives a paire of velvet flioocs 
To th' Holy Rood, or liberally allowes 
But a new rope to ring the curfew bell. 
But he defires that^his great deed may dwejl^ 
Or graven in the chancel-window-glafle. 
Or in the lafting tombe of plated braiTc. 
The word marble in the fecond verfe of Pope goes near 
to afcertain the meaning, as well as the context; other « 
-wife, there is an indecifion in tlifi phrafcology, that might 
admit an interpretation of the builder himfelf, fodifinter- 
cft^d, not infcribing his own name on the fabric : as jn ^ 
the church of Wilford near Nottingham, where the altar 
has been repaired, you will fee, in mod confpicuous ex- 
hibition, the names of the Re£):or and CKurchwardene ot) 
the fpot, where you would look for the Creed, the Lord*s 
Prayer, or the ten Commandments. To the purpofe of 
this interpretation, is ai) epigram in Dodjley^ Colleflioq, 
upon the buds of Englifh worthies at Stow: 
Among thefe chiefs of Britifli race 

Who live in breathing ftone^ 
%'hy has not Cobham's buft a place \ 
The ftrufture is his own. 
And the meagre unprofitable epitaphs, pointed out in our 
poet's fecond couplet, are finely fatirifed by Addlf^n in 
one of his fineft papers in the Speftator, No. 26. and 
in this" epitaph, elfewhere quoted in that work : 
Here lies the body of Daniel SauU 

^pit^lfields* weaver ; — sind that's all \ 

Ver. 291. 
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Ver. 292. Whed Hopkins dies, a thoufaad ligiits. attend 
The wretcH, who living favM a candle's end. 

Edmund Boulter, 5^9 5 executor to Vulture Hopkins^ 
made fo fplendid a funeral for him, that the expences: 
amounted to 7,666/. B. 
So Young, Sat. iv. ver. 225. 

From refcued candles^ ends who rais'd a fum ; 

And ftarves, to join a penny to a plumb. 
And Gay alfo mentions this Vulture Hopkins in his fe- 
venth Epiftle. 

Ver. 293, Should'ring God's altar a vile image (lands. 

The -^ox&Jhoul^ ring is moft happily and fatirically equr* 
vocal : as it means not only to fupport by the Jhoulder^ 
but, in vulgar acceptation, to Jhove with a view to drive 
eut^ or overthrow ^ 

Ver 295. That live-long wig, which Gorgon's felf might 
own. 
Eternal buckle takes in Parian ftone. 

That epithet live-long is unfortunately injudicious, as it 
anticipates and fruflrates the exquifite feftivity of the 
following verfe. Thus ? 

That wig tremendous^ Gorgon's felf might own — . 
And in the following charadler of Villiers, Duke of 
Buckingham, our poet contends with all his might againft 
Dryden's Zimri, like a young warriour, a« Longinus fays 
of Plato's contefl with Homer, againft a veteran of efta- 
blifhed fame; but has not, I think, exceeded his mailer. 
The characlers in both poets are two alloniihing fpeci- 
mens of difcriminate^ vigorous, and elegant delineation. 

Ver, 303. The George and Garter dangling from that bed 
Where tawdry yellow ftrove with dirty red, 

6 Great 
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• Great VflUdris lies-^Alas ! . h&w diangM from 
him| 
That life of pleafure, and that foul of whim ! 

So Dryderiy iEn. v. 326. 

Where goW and porple fbrivc in equal rows. 
And the following vcrfe is finely imitated from tn elc* 
gant well-known paffage in Firgii^ JEa. ii. 274. 

Hei ! mihi, qualis.erat 1 quantuhi mutattis ab illo 
Heftore, qui redit exuvias indutus Achilii^ 
Vel Dana'um Phrygios jacujatus puppibu« ignes I 

Whence Afdton alfo gather'd fweets to adorn his Pa- 

tadife : * 

If thou beeft he 5 but how fall'n ! how changed 
From hiniy who in the happy realms of light, 
Cloth'd with tranfcendent brightnefs, didft ottt(hine 
Myriadij though bright. Par. Loft. i. 85* 

And from this fource Dryden^ State of Innocence, Ad i. 

Scene i* drew alfo : 

If thou art he ! but ah ! how changed from ^Ifn^ 
Companion of my arms ! how wan ! how dim I 

Vcr. 313. There, vr<5lor of his health, of fortune^ friends^ 
And fame—. 

Nothing could be more happy than the word vinor in 
this place ; both as raifing an cxpedation, from it*s repu- 
table charader, of fomething praife- worthy, and fo pro- 
ducing that agreeable furprlfe, which the ancients (liied 
^apairpoiloKia : but, as implying an equal adivity and zeal, 
on the part of this unhappy nobleman, in deftroying his 
felicities and comforts, with what others employ for the 
achievement of thq moil honourable purpofes. 

Ver. 3224 Arife^ and tell me, was thy death more blefs'd? 

Mr. 
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Mr* Mafon has finely imitated this fpirited stpoftroplie $ 

Rife^ hallow'd Milton ! rife^ and fay. 

How at thy gloomy clofc of day — : 
where that epithet hallowed is enunently appropriate, an<I 
lets full before you the pure manners of that moft vene* 
rableofminkind. 

Vcr» 333. Cutler and Brutus, dying, both exclaim, 

** Virtue ! and Wealth I what arc ye but a 
name?'* 

Dion Cafftusy xlvii. 49, *^ Brutus made an effort to force 
•* his way from the ftrong pofition, whither he had re- 
" treated, into the camp; but, finding this imprafticable, 
^ and learning that fome of his foldiers had fubmitted ta 
•* the conquerors, he abandoned himfelf to defpair : but» 
" difdaining captivity, he refolved on death : and defircd 
^ fome of his attendants to difpatch him, after he had 
^^ repeated with a loud voice that exclamation of Her* 
" cules, in the tragedy : 

** Ah ! haplefs Virtue ! deem'd a truth by me j 
•* But Fortune's flave thou wert, and a mere empty 
*' name." 

Ver. 346. An added pudding folemnizcd the Lord's* 

So Walter Pofe in his Wifli : 

With a pudding on Sundays, with ftout humming 

liquor. 
And remnants of Latin to welcome the vicar : 
thus admirably rendered by Bourne : 

Sabbata diftinguat fartum, conviva facerdos, 
Dofti fermones, interiorque cadus. 

Ver. 349. The Dev'l was piquM fuch falntfliip to behold* 

This proximity of DiaboUfm and SaimJ/np is facctioufly 

fQt 
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id fordi by Daniel de Foe^ in the beginning of his 
Satire : 

Wherever God ere£ts a houfe of pray'r, 

•The Devil always builds a chapel there ; 

And 'twill be found upon examination^ 

The latter has the largeft congregation. 

Ver. 357. Sir Balaam now, he lives like other folks ; 

He takes his chirping pint, and cracks his jokes*' 

In the former verfe we have another inftance of that fu- 
perfluous nominative^ which I have mentioned before as fo 
common in our poet, and which contributes much to the 
feftivity of the prefent paflage : fee his Iliad, xvii. 362. 
And a ^chirping pint" is What is juft fafficient to pro- 
duce chearfuj converfatioh without noify merriment. So 
Ben Jonfont in his rules fdr the Tavern Academy : 

Let our wines without mitture, or ftum, be all fine 5 

Or call up the mafter, and break his dull noddle : I 

Let no fober bigot here think it a fin. 

To pufli on the chirping and moderate bottle. ^] 

i 

Ver. 371. 'Till all the Daemon makes his full dcfcent il 

In one abundant (how'r of Cent per Cent, [, 

The language is perfeftly poetical ; and he might retain >' 

in his recoUedlion a pafTage in the Iliad, ii. 813. where 

his own tranflation is divine indeed . i- 

With joy they faw the growing empire rife, 

Kxi^Jhowers of wealth defcending from the Ikies. 

E P I S T L E IV. 

Ver. 20. Bids Bubo build — . 
Who is Bubo? Is it Bub Doddington ? He certainly 
built a large houfe in DorfetHiire, fmce deilroyed by the 

Marquis 
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Maf qids of Buckifighani • He' was dft> I hdStyt^ a dab^ 
bter in poetry : , ^ 

The firft lanjiJoon Sir WHlor Buh makes, 
in the Prologue to the ^atirtfSj yer* aSo. will therefore 
fuit him alfo. B. 

Ver. 45. A light, "which in yourfelf ydti mnUt percdtre-; 
Jones and Le Notre have it Jiot to give. 

Like that in Horaccy Epift. i. 1 8. fin. 

Det vitam, det opes : sequum mi-ftmmttm ipfe patrabo: 

where Mr. Nevilc has made ufc <rf. our pdet with agre- 

able dexterity : 

One bleffing from my felf I inuft receives 
'Tis Peace : Nev^caftle has it Aot to give. 

■ Ver. 78. Nor in an hermitage fet Dr. Clarke. 

This hermitage \\«as in Richmond-Gardens, aftd ftartding' 
in my time ; but, if I miftake not, demoliflied a few years 
ago. The bulls of Newton, Locke, and Wollafton, were 
placed there alfo : on which is the following epigram of 
Swift : 
Lewis the liting learned fed. 
And rais'd the fcientific head : 
Our frugal queen, to fave her meat. 
Exalts the heads that cannot eat. 
*' Mr. Pope has a kind of refleftion upon Dr. Clarke's 
** frequenting the court $ to which the poet was fthmi- 
" lated by refentment againft the Dodior^ becaufe he re- 
** fufed to ufe his intereft for obtaining the recall of Lord 
•* Bolingbroke from France, with a general pardon/' 
Biog. Britann. iii. p. 606. 

Warburton alfo, in a very handfome manner, endeavours 
to vindicate the Doctor from this infinuation of coartlf 
manners}, to which, however, the following fioxy from 

PVhtflon- 
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Ptlfijim gtir6s&inc coantetmntCii 1 have not been able 
to find the place, and quote from memory. 
•* Dr. Clarke and myfelf were frequently admitted to 
" familiar converfations with Queen Caroline. One day 
^ flie faid : * Doftors Clarke and Whifton, you -are very 

* ingenuous and hopeft men: tell me, what you difcover 

* exceptionable in my conduft.' " To which Dr. Clarke 
" replied, that he faw nothing cenfurable in her ma- 
" jefty?' * Come, Mr. Whifton, fajs (he, I kndw yPH 

* will tell me freely/ " Then faid I, « Your Majefty'g 

* behaviour at Chapel is very indecent : you keep talk- 

* ing with your attendants, inftead of minding your de- 

* votions**— * Well, .fays fhe : and what other fault have 

* you difcovered In me, Mr* Whifton V "Nay, Madam^ 
" I replied : mend this firft \ and then, perhaps, I may 
" think of fome other '* 

Ver. 83. A waving glow the blodmy beds difplay, 
Bluihing in bright diverfities of day ; 

that is, ^' The blooming flowers, as they wave oil the 
" parterres with every breath of wind, exhibit all the 
" lucid varieties of colour.'* Warburton mifconceived 
the paffage, the latter line of which is an imitation of 
Dryden ; but I cannot recal the precife pafTage to my 
memory. 

Ver. 85. "With filver-qulv'ring rills'' — * The epi* 
thets fhould not have been cbnfolidated, but read fepa- 
rate, ^Iv^r quiv^ririg ; fof Jilver is not diftinguifhed iot 
this property. Gray has conamkted the fame error : 

Wanders the hoary Thames along 

His Jiiver*windirfg way. 

What is the winding oi Jilver f He imitated Homer*8 

a/?7«-oSi>^J> Peneus Mi/lih, Jilver windings: which ir^ttif« 

a different affair. 

Q^ Vcn 117. 
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Vcr. 117. Grove nods at grovt, each alley has a brother. 
And half the platform juft reflcAs the other. 

An author of congenial tade, and on a fimilar fubjefty 
has ^adc ufe of this mod happy couplet : 

And fcattercd clumps^ that nod at one anotherj 

Each ftiffly waving at its formal brother. 

Landfcape ii. 6. 
a poem, which the elegant and ingenious author, by a 
few le£tures on verfificationj relative to modes of ex- 
preilion too undignified for poetry, and a languiihing 
imbecillity of numbers^ would foon polifli into greater 
excellence. The addrefs of Sir Edward Winnington is 
an admirable fpecimen of fine tafte and noble fentiment» 

Vcr. 146. Where fprawl the faints of Vcrrio— . 

Otway was much more complaifant to this artift in his 
WindroT-Callle, ver. 313. and our poet wa$ once in a 
better humour with him at his Windfor-Foreftj ver. 307. 

Ver. 149. 7he Joft Dean is faid to be Dr. Alurcd 
Clarke^ Dean of Peterborough. B* 

Vttr. 1 76. And laughing Ceres reaflume the land. 

Perhaps, the firft idea of this admirable pidture was 
caught from Virgil, Geo. i. 139. in Drydtn: 

.^ — nor Ceres from on high 

Regards his labours with a grudging eye. 
Travers^ in his poem on Bedford-level, has fomc excel* 
lent lines of a kindred complexion : . 

See Pan exults where azure Neptune roll'd, 

And Ceres now waves o'er the fertile mold. 
Thus fpread the water's unrefifted rage, 

Sweir4 with the forrows of a lengthened age, 

'Till 



I 
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^Till Bedford's Earl the brayc exploit begun, 
And taught the confluent waters where to run ; 
Thro' du£tile drains explor'd a liquid way, 
And led th' obfequious Naiads to the fea. 
Compare below, ver. 202. 

Ver. 204. Thefe are imperial works, and worthy kings. 

From Drydefi% Virgil, vi. 1 1 77* 

^'hefc arc imperial arts, and worthy thee. 



PROLOGUE TO THE SATIRES. 



THIS Prologue is, I think, the mod animated and inter* 
efting of all oar poet's pieces : and one reafon of this is 
to be found in the importance of the fubjeft to it^s au- 
thor, which was no other than himfelf: and the reader 
feels little lefs concern, than the writer, in the perfonal 
and domeflic contingencies of men diilinguifhed from 
their fpecies by fuch a pre<^minence of genius. It is for 
this reafon, that we find ourfelves, mod delighted with 
thofe paflages of Virgil, Horace, and Milton alfo, that 
relate to private circumftances of thefe great authors; 
and which are in reality, in confequence of that felf-efti- 
mation, the moft higjhly finiflied of all their performances^ 
The poem before us opens with a vehemence rcfembling 
that of Juvenal \ which bears all the marks of a burft of 
involuntary indignation, after a long and ineffectual ilrug« 
gle to fupprefs it : 
Semper ego auditor tantum — ? 

Ver. 5. Fire in each eye, and papers in each hand. 

They rave^ recite, and madden through the land. 

Qji From 
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From Boileatty Sat 1. vcr. ig. 

La colere dans Vzmtf ct ie/eu dans les yeux^ 

U diftilla fa rage en ces triftes adieux : 
not without a hint from Juvenaly iii/g, 

Augufto recitantes menfe poetas : 

Rogues that in dog-days cannot rhyme forbear ; 

But without mercy read, and make you hear : 
compare above, ver. 2. The whole paflage is exquiGtely 
humourous and highly wrought. 

Ven II. No place is facred ; not the Church is frae. 

So G^r/A, very happily, in his beautiful Epilogue to Caio; 
At plays you ogle, at the ring you bow: 
jEV« Churches are no fanfluarles noiu. 

Ver. 15. — -- a Parfon, much be-musM in beer. 

As Knappy in Dryden's Mifcellanies, iv. p. 72. 

Alas ! no wholefome counfel can be usM, 

By a poor hardened wretch, when once be-mus^d. 
This fort of compofition has an admirable eiFefl: in height- 
ening the ludicrous in our language : fo below, ver. :i2i. 

Poems I heeded, now be-rhym^d fo long — : 
fee alfo Epilogue to the Satires, Dial. ii. ver 194. In the 
fame manner we have be^fmear^d^ bje-dauVd^ and a thou- 
fand other bes \ but, as Butler fays, 

Which for good manners (hall be namelefs. 
This fort of infpiration our poet attributes to Welfted irr 
the Dunciad : 

Flow, Welded, flow, like thine infpiier, Beer. 
How far indeed he is juftifiable in this aflbciation of the 
liquor with the order of Melchifedec, I would not pre- 
fume to declare : his name-fake, however, Walter Pope^ 
feems to have had fome notion of this foit, as I conclude 

from 
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from a line in liis Wijk^ which the reader may fee quoted 
under Ethic Epiftles, iii. 346. and the fame unfan^lified 
infinuation appears to be thrown out by Gray in his 
Memoirs, fed. iv. letter 2b. " Eufden was a peribn of 
^^ great hopes in his youth, though at laft he turned out 
" a drunken farfotu* Compare Dunciad, ii. 426. 

Ver. 32. '. if friends, they readme dead; 

from the contlufion of Horaces Art of Poetry, occWito^^ 
legendo. Whence Dr. John/on in his London ; 

And here a female atheift talks you dead. 

'■,■-■ 

Ver. 39. And drop at laft, but in unwilling ears, 

This faving counfel, " Keep your piece nine 
" years.** 

The exprefliott of the former verfe is alfo ftom Horace, 

Ep. i. 8. 16. 

Prseccptum aurlcuUs hoc inJtlUare memento: 
Infufe this precept at his lift'hing ear, Creech. 

The Romans tranfplanted this, as alroft every other 

flower of phrafeology, from Greece. So Euripides in his 

Rhefus, ver. 565. 

Zra^fi 3i' arm rtv/^taif fiva, ktuttov ; 
as thofe verfes ought to be pointed. So alfo the He- 
brews : fee Deut. xxxii. ^. Job, xxix. 22. 
The precept in th^ fecond verfe is well known to be 
delivered by Horace in his Art of Poetry. 

Ver. 44. Oblig'd by hunger, and requeft of friends. 

That feciDnd^ctence the reader cnay fee ridiculed by Mid- 
dleton, in the beginning of his Vindication againft the Drs. 
Dodwell and Church, with all the humourous urbanity and 
playful fhrewdnefs of that nervous and flowing writer* 

0^3 Ver. 70* 
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Ver. 70« Midas^ a facred pcdfon and a king. 

A farcaftic ftroke at the reigning monarch, whom he 
never failed to fatirize, in this way of infinuation, at 
every turn, in feafon and out of feafon, as I have obfervcd 
more than once in my notes on the Iliad : fee alfo the 
beginning of the Dunciad. 

Ver. 74^ When cv'ry coxcomb perks them in my face. 

As in his Epilogue to Jane Shore : 

^ That Edward's Mifs thus perks it in your face, 

Ver, 126. Why did I write ? what fin to me unknowq 
Dipt me in ink, my parents', or my own? 
As yet a child, nor yet a fool to fame, 
I lifp'd in numbers, for the numbers came* 
J left no calling for this idle trade, 
No duty broke, no father difobcy*d. 
The Mufe but ferv'd fo cafe fome frien4, npt 

wife, 
To help me thro* ^is long difeafe, my life. 

*f Dipt me in ink:" tha|: is, " bapti^^ed me into my poetig 
^* life \* with an allufion alfo to John ix. 2. He feems 
too to have had in view BdileaUj 3at. ii. 1 1. 

Mais moi, qu'un vaip caprjce, une bizarre humeur^ 
Pour mes pichis^ je cto}. Jit devenir rimeur—:^ 
So Fenton^ in his Epiftle to Mr. Xjam}>ard ; 
Iff for his father* s fins ^Qnden^rid to write^ 
Some young half-fe;^ther*d poet t^kes a flight^?*-, 
^nd Cowleyj in his Complaint, addrefTes the Mufe in Q* 
gurative language, not much unlike this of our poet; 
When my new mind had no infufion known, 
Thou gav'ft fo deep a tin^ure of thine own. 
That ever fmce I vainly try 
To w^lh away th' inherent dye : 
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Long work, perhaps, may fpoil thy colours quite, 
' But never will reduce the native white. 
The fecond couplet of the quotatioh above ftrongly rc- 
fembles Ovidy Trift. iv. lo. 25. 

Sponte fua carmen numerps yeniebat ad aptos ; 
Et quod conabar fcribere, verfus erat : 
and is thus burlefqued by Mr. Brdmjlon : 

My infant tears a fort of meafure kept ; 

I A]uall'd in couplets, and in triplets wept- 
Or he might have Boileau in view, Sat. vii. 36. 

Mcs mots viennent fans peine, et courent fe placer. 
And the flow of our poet's verfe is almoft as unreftrained 
as Aftlton*s on the fame Tubjeft, Par. Loft, iii. 37. 

Then feed on thoughts, that voluntary move 

Harmonious numbers: 
and again, ix. 24. 

T— * — --or infpites 

Eafy my unpremeditated verfe. 
The third couplet may have profited from Oldhamy where 
be fpeaks in a letter to a friend of his propenfity to 
poetry : 

Oft, I remember, did wife friends difluade, 

And bid me quit the trijilng barren trade. 
And the concluding couplet is much like Ovidy Trift. iv. 
10. 115. 

Ergo, quod vivo, durisque laboribus obfto, 
Nee me folicitae tasdia lucis habent, 

Oratia, Mufa, tibi : nam tu folatia prsebes ; 
Tu curae requies^ tu medicina mali. 

Now, that I live, and bear this weight of woe, 

Nor forrow finks me to the fliades below. 

Is thine, my Mufe ! thy healing cares impart 

Strength to my frame, and folacc to my heart. 

0.4 Ver.137. 
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Vcr.-i37. Wcll-natur'd G«rM inflam'd wkh ^arly praife, 
And Cougfeve lov'd, and Stuifi endur'd my lays, 
The courtiy Talbot^ Somersy Shcjlj.eld read, 
Ev'n mitred Rocheftcr would nod the head. 

The word endured adinirably cxprefles Swift's fupercl- 
lioufnefs of judgement. B. 

I had made the fame remark : as if his rigbrous fa(li«- 
dioufnefs, or his fuperbii&mum judicium, as Cicero fome« 
where fpcaks, could not be expelled to ihew more than 
mere toleration to the higheft excellence of poetry. 
Codrington giTes the fame commendation to Garth in 
bis complimentary verfes on the Difpenfary; 

Be it my humble bufinefs to commend 

The faithful, honeft man, and the well-^natut'd itienim 
From the laft verfe of the quotation, we conclude o£ 
courfe, that a filent nod wzs the cuftomary fign of>Atter* 
bury's approbation; which we alfo le«rn from Gays 
Epillle to our poet, ftanza 14. 

How Lanfdown fmiles, with lading laurel crown'd ! 
What mitred prelate there commands our awe ? 

See Rochejier approving nods hh head^ 

And r;^nks one modern with the mighty dead* 

Ver. 149, Like gentle Fanny's was my flow'ry fhem'e, 
A painted miftrefs, or a purling ftream. 

A fmall variation frpm the conclufion of Addijor!^ letter 
from Italy : 

My humble verfe demands a fofter themes 

A -painted meadow, or a purling Jir earn : 
of which paflage ^ickell alfo makes life in his Oxford : , 

By nature fitted for an humble theme, 

A painted profpetl, or a murmuring^ dream. 
And our poet alludes particularly to his Rape of the 
Lock, with his Padorals and Windfor-Foreft. 

Ver. 158. 
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Vcr. 158. If wrong, I flna'd ; if right, I kifs'd the rod. 

So Shakfpeare^ in the Two Gentlemen of Verona, A£t u 

Scene 2. 

: Hdw wayward is this foolifli love, 

That, like. a tefty babe, will fcratch the nurfe. 
And prefently, all humbled, klfs the rod. 

Ver. 164. From flafhing Bentl^y down to piddlii^g Tibalds. 
** The fatire, which brought Theobald and Moore into 
" contempt, dropt impotent from Beiltley, like the javelin 
" of Priam from the buckler of Neoptolemus.'^ Jdhn" 
fon's life of Pope j a paflage, erroneoufly exhibited in all 
the editions fince the firft ; and I only quote from memory, 

Ver. 169. Pretty I in amber to obfervethe Lrms 

Of hairs, or Ilraws, or dirt, or grubs, or worms. 

Waljh^ in an Elegy to his miftrefs, has fome appofite and 
polifhed lines, which the reader will thank me for bringing • 
to his notice : 
Verfe can giv^fame, can fading beauties fave, 
And, after death, redeem them from the grave: 
EmbalmM in verfe, thro' diftant times they come, 
Preferv'd, like bees, within an, ^wz^^r tomb: 
a paflage which might affill our author in thofe divine 
verfes of his Epiftle to Mr. Jarvis, ver. 48. — Martial has 
feveral epigrams on this fubje£l : fee, among others, iv. 

This benevolence of ^zw^^r-prefervation our poet uncha- 
ritably performed for the perifhable heroes of the Dun- ^ 
ciad, on which fubjeft the following epigram has an 
elegance that will plcafe the reader : 
The craven rook ahd pert jackdaw, 
Tho' neither birds of moral kind. 

Yet 
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Yet fcfTC, if hang'd, or ftuflF*d with ftraw^ 

To fliow us, which way blows the wind. 
Thus dirty knaves, or chattering fools. 

Strung up by dozens in thy lay, 
Teach more by half than Dennis' rule$» 
. And point inftruftion ev'ry way. 
With Egypt's art thy pen may ftrive : 

One potent drop let this but (hed. 
And evVy rogue, that ftunk alive, 

Becomes a precious mununy, dead. 

Ver. 198. Bear, like the Turk, no rival near the throne. 

Orrery^ quoted in Biog. Britan. v. 98. 
Poets are fultans, if they had their will ; 
For every author would his brother kill. 

Ver. 209. Like Cato, give his little fenate laws. 

So before, in his Prologue to Cato : 
While Cato gives his little fenate laws. 

iMnfdcwnt^ in fome verfes written in 1690. 
Had Cato bent beneath the conquering caufe, 
He might have liv*d to give new ienates law^., 

Ver. 230. To Bufb left the whole Caftalian ftatc. 

Bufo is undoubtedly Lord Halifax ; and, confidering 
that he, when in the miniftry, offered Pope apenfion, this 
attack is not to the credit of the poet's gratitude. B. 
See If ^ar bur ton's note, at Sat. i. ver. 116. of the Imita- 
tions of Horace. 

Ver. 246. Drydcn alone efcap'd this judging eye. 
Obferve what eagernefs he fbews on every occafion to 
cxprefs his gratitude to his matter ! — ^Hence Gray has 
borrowed an exprciSon for his Ode on the laftallation ; 

. Thy 
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Thy liberal heart, thy judging eye^ 
The flower unheeded (hall defcry^ 

Vcr. 249. " each grey-goofe quill" — : alluding, 

perhaps, to che lines in Chevy-Chace : 

The grey-goofe wing that was thereon 
In his heart-blood was wet. 
He employs the exprcflion with great humour in Dun* 
ciad, i. 198. 

"Ver. 259. Of all thy blamelefs life the folc return 
My verfe — . 

This fudden apoftrophe to the poet himfelf is highly 
animated and pathetic : we all know the fuccefs of 
Milton in a t-ranfition of the fame kind, at Par. Loft, iv. 
724- 

Thus, at their fliady lodge arrivM, both ftood, 
Both turn'd, and under open (ky ador'd 
The God that made bot!h (ky, air, earth and heaven 
Which they beheld, the moon's refplendent globe. 
And ftarry pole : Thou alfo mad 'ft the night, 
Maker omnipotent ! and thou the day. 
This is inimitably fine; and conveys a notion of their 
devotional fenfations having grown too powerful for 
fbripal utterance, and finding relief in this fudden burft 
of tranfport. And yet I am not fure, that it exceeds a 
fpecimen of this beauty in Virgil^ on a more fedatc 
pccafion, ^n. iii. fin. 

. — Hie, pelagi tot tempeftatibus aflus, 

Heu ! genitorem, omnis curjc cafusque lev^men, 
Amitto Ancbifen : — Hie me, pater optime ! fcflum 
Deferis — : 
where, by a moft ftrange infipidity of tafte, or careleflhefs, 
peither Dryden, nor Pitt, has prcferved this beauty. See 

Addifpn 
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Addifon and BiOiop Newton on the above paflage of 

Milton. 
Here, after all my dangers on the main, 
Eafe of my toil, and (barer of my pain, 
I lofe Anchifes : — Here, lov'd father ! clofe 
Thy days eventful, and complete my woes- 

Ver. z6i. Oh! let me live my own., and die £0 too ! 
To live and die is all I have to do. 

Tliis couplet is principally transferred from Dunham, in 
his poem Of Prudence : 

Learn to live well, that thou may*ft diefo toe: 

To live and die is all wc have to do. 

Ver. a68. I pay my debts, believe, and lay my pray 'rs. 
To the fame purpofe, fee his Imitations, Sat. ii. ver. 150, 
Grayy in that ftetch of his own characScr, produced by 
his moft refpedaWe biographer in the 4th fedlion of the 
Memoirs : 

No very great wit, he helieV^d in a God. 

Ver. 27a. Heavens! was I born for nothing but to write? 

Leej^ in his Prologue to Caefar Borgia, laments with equal 
feeling this infelicity of authors by profeflion : 
Th* unhappy man, who once has trail'd a pen. 
Lives not to pleafe himfclf but other men. 

Ver. 296. Who wants the hoapur, injur'd, to defend* 
As Horace^ Sat. i. 482. ' r 

— — — ^abfentem qui rodit amicum ; 

Qui non defendit alio culpante : 

He that hlmfelf fhall blame his abfent friends, 

Or hears them fcandaliz'd, and not d;ifends. Creech. 

Ver. 305. Let Sporus tremble. 

Sporus 
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Spo^us is very well known to mean Lord Hervey, B. 
Vcr« 309. Yet let me flap this bug with gilded wings. 

Meaning a may^bug ; one of which fpecies, that flies in the 
day time, and delights to fettle chiefly on white rofes, has 
wings of a mod fplendid green, diverfified with vivi(J 
purple. Hence the injuftice of Dr. Johnfon*s cenfure on 
this pafiagc, under the word bug in his Di£lionaryi ift 
fuflficiently apparent. 

Ver. 333. ■ Pride that licks tht duil* 

It is moil true, that men are abjeGly cringing to their 
fuperiours in direft proportion to their pride, and infolent 
ufurpations over their inferiours : becaufe this fuperiority 
can only be maintained by the notice and countenance of 
the great; aritl that notice and countenance is moft 
cflTeftually fecured by the homage of fervility. 

Ver. 340. That not in Fancy's maze he wander'd long. 
But fl:oop'd to Truth, and moraliz'd his fong* 

Thefe are fine lines, but noc fuperiour by any means td 
their prototype in Denbamj Preface to the Progrefii of 

Learning : 
» My early miftrefs, now my ancient Mufe^ 
That^ftrong Circaean liquor ceafe t* infufe. 
Wherewith thou didft intoxicate my youth | 
Isow Jiocp with dijinchanted wings to Truth* 

Our poet employs the fame alluGon to Jdlconry (as PFar" 

burton obferves) in his Iliad) vii. 140. 
He ftoop'd to reafon, and his rage reCgn'd. 

Ver. 3j6. The whifper, that to greatnefs ftill too near, 

Perhaps, yet vibrates on his Sov*reion's ear — 
Welcome for thee, fair Firtue! all the paft: 
For thee, fair Virtue! welcome ev'n the lafil 

Lord 
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hoxd Hervey was remarkable for afieding to whifpcr to 
the king in public. So our poet in his verfification of 
Donncy Sat. iv. 178. 
Not Fannius* felf more impudently near. 
When half his nofe is in his Prince's ear. 
Compare alfo the Epilogue to the Satires^ dial* i. verr. 49^ 
50.-.B. 

Warhurton quotes an appofite verfe from Shakfpeare^^ 
Timon of Athens; which I (hall give with it's context, 
and take the opportunity of giving, if I miftake not) an 
eafier explanation : 

Rain facrificial whifperings in his ear. 
Make facred even his flirrop, and through him 
Drink the free air. 
By facrificial whifperings ^ I (hould fimply underftand 
whifperings of officious fervility, the incenfe of the wor- 
fhipping parafite to the patron as to a god. Thefe whif- 
perings might probably immolate reputations for the mod 
part, but I (hould not reduce the epithet in queftion to 
that notion here. Mr. Gray has excellently expre(Ied 
in his Elegy thefe facrificial offerings to the great from 
the poetic tribe : 

To heap the (hrine of luxury and pride 
With incenfe kindled at the Mufe's flame. 
And Dr. Johnfon*s explanation of the liatter claufe appears 
to me highly unnatural and unfatisfaftory. ** To drink the 
air/* like the haufius atherios of Virgil^ is merely a poetica! 
phrafe for draw the air^ or breathe : ** to drink the free 
air," therefore, " through another," is to breathe freely 
at his will oolyj fo as to depend upon him for the 
privilege of life : not even to breathe freely without his 
permiflion. 

In the mean time our poet's lamentation over the fufpi- 
8 cioDs 
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cions of his Sovereign is fomewhat unfeafonable and 
inconliftent. The writer of lines like thefe, 

You, by whofe care, in vain decry 'd and curd. 

Still Dunce tbefecond reigns like Dunce the firft; 
not to mention many incidental difparagements of the 
regal character, fcattered through his poems ; could not 
expe£i: any cordial returns of regard and patronage. 
Perhaps, in allufion to the paflage now before us, Taung^ 
in his firft Satire, ver. 35. thus apoftrophifes : 

Why flumbers Pope, who leads the tuneful'train, 

Nor hears that Virtue^ which he loves^ complain ? 
That happy expreffion — vibrates on his ear — concentrates 
in one word the pleafing difFufion of Milton's defcription. 
Par. Loft, viii. I. which, it is likely, our poet had in view: 

Thc^ Angel ended, and in Adam's ear 

So charming left his voice, that he a while 

Thought him ftill fpeaking. 

Vcr. 374. Full ten years flanderM, did he once reply? 

Three thou fand funs went down on Welfted's 
lye. 

» 

I have elfewhere commended this paflage, as a moft happy 
fpecimen of fatirical exaggeration by exhibiting the cir- 
cumftance in the amplification of detail. Euripides has 
a beauty of this kind in his Helena, ver. 658. 

r^hi^i ti fM^m; 

Meyi^ 3f£X0A)v, mQofAnv ra th^ 3c«. 
jirijlotle fays in his Rhetoric, i. 7. 2. ed. Oxon. " And "^ 

" things, decompounded into their parts, put on an ap- 
** pearance of greater magnitude, from a more confpi- 
** cuous exhibition of the prominent circumftances." — 
To the fame purpofe Euphorion^ in Stobaeus, Mor. Eel. 76. 

Son ! flay not thou thy mother ; but refled: 

I bare thee, child, three hundred tedious Junsy 

A load 
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A load oppreffivc! and brdught forth to light 

With agonizing throes ; and iitty^ thy lips 

From this fond breaft with the pure ftream of Kfe'. 

Toungy I think, is not fo fuccefsful in his firft Satire : 
Nay, it holds Delia from a fecond bed, 
Tho^he^ lovM lord has four half months been dcvid : 

perhaps, two whole months would have been as well s 

like ufiivorfum triduum. 

Ver. 378. Upon this circumftance concerning Budgel, 
the reader may confult the New and Geileral Biogra- 
phical Didlionary, in the life of Nicholas Tindal, p. 228. 

Ver. 385. Hear this, and fpare his family, James Moore ! 

James Moore was of illegitimate birth, and liis mother an 
adulterefs 5 which makes this line very forcible. B. 

Ver. 316. Unfpotted names, and memorable long! 
If there be force in VirtueJ or in 8ong. 

An imitation of Firgirs ^Eneid^ ix* 446. 

Fortunati ambo ! ii quid mea carmina poflunt, 
Nulla dies unquam memori vox eximet aevo. 
O happy pair! for, if my verfe can give 
Eternity, your fame (hall ever live. Lauderdale. 

Ver. .393* Nor marrying difcord in a noble wife, 

I Ihould fuppofe him to have in view the marriage of 
Addifon with the Countefs of Warwick* 
Callicratldas, the Pythagorean, fays in Stobseus, Serm. 83. 
" A man (hould marry fuitably to his own rank in life : 
" for a ftruggle for pre-eminence and rule occafions 
« diflenfion in unequal matches. The woman, who is 
<« fuperiour to her hufband in birth and fortune, affeas 
« fupremacyj and the man thinks it degrading and un- 
6 <« natui«al 



ON POPE. 241 

" natural to be tyrannized by her.** — Martial too has a 
good epigram on this fubjedt, viii. 12. 

Uxorem quare locupletem ducere nolim^ 
Quaeritis ? uxori nubere nolo me^. 

Inferior matrona fuo (it, Prifce, marito : 
Non aliter fuerint foemina virque pares : 
which favours our poet's notion of the ruling paffions of 
the fex : 

The love of pleafure, and the love of /way. 
And yet it feems but reafonable that they, who fubdue the 
world,, fhould ufe their conquefts at difcretion. 

Ver. 403. His death was inflant, and without a groan ! 

Seneca's chorus in his Thyeftes, by Andrew Marvel! : 
Thus when, without noife, unknown, 

I have liv'd out all my fpan, 
IJhail die without a groan^ 

An old honeft cotintry-i|ian. 

Ver. 405. Who fprung from kings Ihall know lefs joy 
than I. 

This refembles Horaccy i Epifl. x. 33. 
Reges et regum vita prxcurrere amicos. 
To pafs e'en kings, and friends of kings, in blifs. 

Ver, 407, Be no unpleafing melancholy mine. 

To this efFeft, Cicero fomewhere fays, upon the mournful 
event of his daughter's death : " I grieve indeed with 
" the deepeft forrow; but neither do I wifli a cefTation of 
*' my uneafinefs: I feel a melancholy pleafure from the 
** indulgence of it." 

The reafon is plain : the endearing qualities and admired 
accomplifliments of the ravifhed objeft temper the bitter- 
ncfs of grief with a fweet infufion of retrofpeftive rapture : 

R whereas 
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whereas tke fotrow, occ^fioned hj unqualified dilaftersjp 

as in the cafe of Bellcrophon, blackens the whole fcene> 
and eats i/jKthe heart. 

Ver. 412. 'Explore the thought, explain the afkingeye^ 
Lady Chudleighj on the death of her daughter : 
Rack'd by convulfive pains, flie meekly lies^ 
And gazes on me with imploring eyes ; 
fFith eyes that beg reliefs but all in vain, 
1 fee, but cannot, cannot eafe her pain. 



IMITATIONS OF HORACE. 



SATIRE I. 

VER. 2. There are, to whom my Tatire feems too bold. 

HalFs Prologue to his Satires, book iii. 
Some fay, my fatyres over loofely flowe. 
Nor hide their gall enough from open fhowe. 

Ver. 6. '* Lord Fanny." This name for my Lord 
Hervey was fuggcfted, I prefume, by the beatus Fannius 
of Horace. 

Ver. 13. "I nod in company — :" fee my note at p. 
340. of the former volume. 

Ver. 42. Timon, Balaam, Bond, and Harpax, are 
chara£ters fatirically mentioned in his Moral EfTays. 

Ver. 49r F — loves the fenate, Hockley-Hole his brpther, 
Like in all elfe as one egg toanothen 

Mr. Fox and bis twin-brother Lord Ikhejier feem' here to 
be meant. B. ' 

And, 



r 
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And, in oppofition to JVarburtotiy the imitation feems 
to me much happier than the original, and is turned with 
uncommon dexterity by this application of a vulgar pro- 
verb. 

Ver. 63, My head and heart thus flowing thro* my quill. 

The expreflion here is uncommonly fuccefsful, arid far 
beyond Boileau^s imitation of the fame paffage in his 
addrefs to the king, ver. 72. 

Je confie au papier les fecrets de mon coeur. 
The verfes of the original, which incur the cenfure of 
Warburton, were probably a fine ridicule of the rambling 
gofliping humour of Luicilius, and, perhaps, a parody of 
that author. 

Ver. 70. To run a muck, and tilt at all I meet. 

So Dryderiy in his Hind and Panther, part iii. 

he' fcowers the ftreets. 

And runs an Indian muck at all -he meets : 

a term, which has it's origin, perhaps, in the Latin word 

mucro. 

Ver. 77. Whoe'er offends, at fome ui^lucky time 
Slides into verfe, and hitches in a rhyme, 
Sacred to ridicule his whole life long, 
And the fad burthen of fome merry fong. 

This is one of the very beft efforts of our admirable 
writer in curious felicity of expreflion : and yet, as it 
feems to me, he fhould have written, " hitches into 
rhyme :" a word, that denotes the adaptation of a piece of 
wood, or other materials, to the place prepared, for it's 
reception, after effort and motion. To our purpofe are 
two lines in the Epilogue to DryderC^ Aureng-Zebe : 

R2 The 




244 OBSERVATIONS 

The a£bion great, yet circumfcrib'd by time ; 
The words not forcM, hut Jliding into rhyme : 
a paflage, not unnoticed, I prefume, by Pope. Carew 
alfo, in his verfes to May, will agreably illuftrate thQ 
quotation before us : 
You (hall obferve his words in order meet \ 
And foftly dealing on with equal feet, 
Slide into even numbers with fuch grace 
As each word had been moulded for that place. 
The lad couplet may be regarded as a good paraphra(ti<« 
cal explanation of the word hitch \ which is ufed in the 
North of England for a dextrous^nfertion into a place. 
Sacred to ridicule by being enihrined in the TempU of the 
fatiric Mufe. 

Ver. 8a, Hard words or hanging, if your judge be Page. 
We are told, that it was common for this worfhipful 
magiftrate to fay before the trial to a prifoner, ** Aye ! I 
** fee I fliall have the hanging of that fellow, by his 
« looks!" 

Ver. 96. Had he written, with the alteration of a little 
word, 

To wrap me in his univerfal (hade, 
Ifliould not fee that exception to the line, which diflatis- 
fied Warburton, On the contrary, the failure of the 
cuftomary cxfura, which gives a fuitable vajricty to the 
numbers, and carries you forward againft your will to 
the conclufion of the line, with the length of the word 
univerjal^ gives a fort of folemnity to the verfe, well 
adapted, in my opinion, to the fobricty of the fentiment. 
Oldhamh imitation of the fame paflage in Horace might 
not be wholly unregarded by our poet, in his Letter to a 
Friend : 

In 
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In youth or age, in travel or at home, 
Here or in town, at London or at Rome, 
Rich or a beggar, free or in the Fleet, 
Whatc'er my fate is, 'tis my fate to write. 

Ver. lao. Shall walk the world — . 

So Aftlton'y Par. Loft, iv. 677. 
Millions of fpiritual creatures walk the earth 
Unfeen. 

Ver. 125. There my retreat the beft companions grace — . 

This whole paflage xtkxxAAts BoileaUy Epitre x. 109. 
Que plus d'un Grand m' aima jufques a la tendreiTe; 
Que ma vue a Colbert infpiroit V allegrefle : 
Qu* aujourd'hui meme encor de deux fens afFoibli, 
Retire de la cour, et non mis en oubli ; 
Plus d* un Heros epris des fruits de mon etude, 
Vient quelquefois chez moi gouter la folitude. 

Ver. 132. Almoft as quickly as he conquer'd Spain. 

A moft exceedingly flat line ; and which reminds us of 
that frigidity in the Greek writer, (mentioned fomewherc 
by Longinus) who obferved, that Ifocrates fpent twice as 
much time in elaborating his celebrated panegyric, as 
the Grecians employed in the fiege and deftru£tion of 
Troy. The flatnefs in our poet arifes from the fame 
fource, the utter incongruity of the comparifon, added to 
a real languor and iniipidity of numbers. 

SATIRE IL 

VER. 33. He calls for fomething bitter, fomething four, 
And the rich feaft concludes extremely poor. 

Two miferable lines ; which you would hardly match 
. for poverty in the moft arrant of his Dunces. 

R 3 Ver. 37. 
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Ver. 37. The Robin-red-breaft till of late had ref!,^ 
And children facred held a Martin's neft. 

I remember fome lines refembling thcfc in a littk boot 
of Newberry's for the entertainment of children : but 
whether they were written prior to thefe of Pope, I can- 
not afcertaih. 

In former days, when boys were good, 
The Swallow's neft fecurely ftood ; 
But now boys are fo naughty grown. 
Swallows and Martins both come down. 

Ver. 50; I wifh the right Reverend commentator had? 
given himfelf the trouble of pointing out in what the 
wit and dignity of calling people dog and bitch ^onfifts j* 
and how Horace is lefs commendable in his Billingfgate 
than our imitator, 

Ver. 53. One half-pint bottle ferves them both to dine. 

He feems to have tranfcribed this from his own praftice^ 
if Dr. Johnfon's authority, in his Life of Pope, may be 
accepted : " When he had two guefts in his houfe, he 
" would fet at fupper a Jingle pint upon the table : and^^ 
** having himfelf taken two fmall glaffes, would retire^ 
^* and fay. Gentlemen ! I leave you to your wine.** 

Ver. 73. Remembers oft the fchool-boy'sfimple fare. 
The temperate, fleeps, and fpirits light as air. 

Gpay^ perhaps, had this paflage in his eye : 
Their's buxom heath of rofy hue. 
Wild wit, invention ever new, 

And lively chear of vigour born ; 
The thoughtlefs day, the eafy night,. 
The fpirits pure, the ilumbers light. 

That fly th' approach of morn..- 

Ver. 8S.. 
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Ver. 88. And more theiicknefs of long life, Old age. 

This thought is taken from Terence^ Phorm. v. 1.9. Se- 
neftus ipfa eft morbus : ** Old age is itfelf a difcafe.^\ 

Ver. 115. Then, like the fun, let Bounty fpread her ray, 
And fhine that fuperfluity away. 

The imagery is elegant, and is finely conduced by a conti- 
nuity of appropriate diftion. It proceeds on the modern 
theory, which was alfo the doftrinc of the Epicureans; 
that luminous bodies produce their effeft by a continual 
emiiEon of particles from their furfaces \ and, of confe- 
quenqe, by a Jhining away^ or decreafe, of their quantity. 
But the praife of originality muft be paid to Sheffield^ from 
whofe Ode on Brutus our poet appears to have derived it : 
But Truth unvail'd, like a bright fun^ appears 
Tojhine away this heap of fcv'nteen hundred years. 

Ver. 146. And grapes, long lingering on my only wall. 

This refembleis Horace^ laft Odt of book i. 
Mitle k(km rofa quo locorum 
Sera moretur. 

Ver. 159. Fori, who hold fage Homer's rule the befl, 
Welcome the coming, fpeed the going guefl:. 

The verfc alluded to is in the Odyfley, xv. 74. 

Xpn isivov TrapEovra ^/^ctv, edcAovra h TrsfiTreiv : 
where he thus tranflates : 
. True Friendftiip's laws are by this rule exprefs'd ; 

Welcome the coming, fpeed the parting gueft. 

Ver. 276. -" a booby Lord." — Lord Grimjione. B. 
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EPISTLE I. 

Ver. 35. Long, as to him, who works for debt, the day. 

He probably mlftook the words of his author opus debenti-' 
bus, which fignify thofe, who have bound themfelvcs to 
execute a certain tafk within the day. 

Ver. 55. Say, does thy blood rebel, thy bofom move 
With wretched av'rice, or as wretched love ? 
Know, there are words and fpells, which caa 

controul 
Between the fits this fever of the foul : 
Know, there are rhymes, which frefh and frcfli 

apply'd. 
Will cure the arrant*ft puppy of his pride* 

It IS not eafy to decide the conteft of fuperiority between 
the original and the copy in thefe verfes. To mc the 
imitation appears more humourous and fprightly; and 
the model more fedate and dignified. It may gratify the 
unlearned reader to know, that the firft author of this 
fentiment, on record, is jEfchylus, in his Prometheus 
Bound, ver. 378. 

O^yijj voa-^^g iiffiv larpoL Xoyou 

Words are the cure of thy diftemper. Wrath. 
From him Euripides franfplanted it, with additional em- 
bellilhment, into his Hippolytus, ver. 478. 

^avtiorBrcxi ti mgh ^ap/jLOKov yo(ns : 

Words, that can charm, there are, and foothe the foul : 

Nor will their balm not this difeafe controul. 

In the fourth verfe Pope might remember Dryderi^ ver- 

fion of the fourth book of Lucretius : 

The 
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The ftver of the foul fhot from the fair, 

And the cold ague of fucceeding care. 
Milton has alfo borrowed the fentiment in his Samfon 
Agoniftesy ver. 183, where he decorates it with beautiful 
variations of his own» and where the reader will find a 
parallel rerfe from Menander, adduced by Mr. Thyer : 

Counfel or confolation we may bring, 

Salve to thy fores : apt words have powV to fwagc 

The tumors of a troubled mind. 

And are as balm to fefter'd wounds, 

Ver. 112. If honeft S*z take fcandal at a Spark. 

I fuppofe Schutz, an attendant on George I. and fome 
Court- ftory is probably alluded to. B.. 

Ver. 165. ■ no Prelate's lawn with hair-fhirt lin'd. 

, Alluding to Cardinal Ximenes, and other dignitaries of 
the Romilh Church, who pra£tifed this an>ong their other 
aufterities. B* 



EPISTLE VI. 

VER. 2. To make men happy, and to keep them fo. 
MiltoHj Par. Reg. iv. 362. in imitation of the original 
verfe : . 

What makes a nation happy, and keeps it fo. 

Ver. 4J. It brigbtcn'd Craggs^s — . 4 

CraggSi I think, was the fon of a footman. — B. 

Ver. 49. So known, fo honourM, at the Houfe of Lords. 
A very mean line, and approaching to burlcfque r not 
much fuperiour to 

Lieutenant CoFnel to the Earl of Mar. 

The 
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The reafon fecms to be, that the dignity of poetry as na- 
turally vaniihes from thefe trite and cohoqcaal phrafes, 
as a ghoft from the crowing of a cock.— Many exceed- 
ingly bad fingle verfes occur in thefe imitations : as venr. 

5^- 75- 

Ver. 70. Where winds can carry, or where waves can rol!. 

Thus, I think, he might have written better : 

Where winds can waft thee^ or where waves can roll, 

Ver. 85. His wealth brave Timon glorioufly confounds ; 
Aik*d for a gr<^t, he givcs^a hundred ppunds : 
Or, if three ladies like a lucklefs play, 
Takes the whole houfe upon the poet's day. 

Thefe anecdotes are reported of the Duke of Chandos. B* 
Ver. 1 12. Up, up, cries Gluttony ; 'tis break of day. 

Drydm^s tranflation of Perfius, Sat. v. 

Up^ up J fay X Avarice : thou fnor'ft again. 

Ver. 1 1 7. Call'd happy dog ! the beggar at his door ; 
And envy'd thirft and hunger to the poor. 

This couplet will be clearly illuftrated by a paflage frooi 
Fuller the Jefter, as Warburton fomewhere caDs him 
with fufEcient harflmefs : 

" King Henry the Eighth, as he was hunting in Windfor 
"vForeft, either cafually loft, or (more probable) wilfully 
" lofing'himfelf, ftruck down about dinner-time to the 
" Abbey of Reading; where, difguifing hinifelf, (much 
** for delight, more for difcoverie, to fee unfceh) he was 
" invited to the Abbot's table, and pafTed for one of the 
" king's guard, a place to which the proportion of hisf 
" perfon might properly entitle him. A fir-loyne of 
*' beef was fet before him (fo knighted, faith tradition, 
' . . . . .^ . - «by 
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** by this King Henry) on which the King laid on kft- 
•* ily, not difgracing one of that place, for whom he 
" waamiftaken. Well fare thy heart, (quoth the Ab- 
•* hot) and here in a cup of fack I remember the health 
•• of His Grace your mailer. I would give an hundred 
•* pounds on the condition I could feed fo heartily on 
" beef as you doe. Alas ! my weak and fqueazie fto- 
•* mach will hardly digeft the wing of a fmall rabbit or 
" chicken. The King pleafantly pledged him, and heart-*'' 
** ily thanking him for his good cheer, after dinner de- 
^ parted as undifcovered as he came thither. Some 
*' weeks after, the Abbot was (cm for by a purfuivant^ 
** brought up to London, clapped in the Tower, kept 
*^ clofe priibner, fed for a ihort time with bread and 
" water; yet not fo empty his body of foodj as hh 
•* minde was filled with fears, creating many fufpicions 
** to himfeify when, and how he had incurred the king's 
•* difpleafure. At laft a fir-loyne of beef was fet before 
•* him, ori whirh the Abbot fed as the Farmer of his 
** Grange, and verified the proverb — That two hungry 
" meals makes the third a glutton. In fprings King 
•' Henry, out of a private lobbie, where he had placed 
** himfelf the invifible fpeftator of the Abbot's beha- 
•* viour: My Lord, (quoth the King) prefently depofit 
^ your hundred pounds in gold, or elfe no going hence 
** all the daies of your life ; I have been your pliyfician 
" to cure you of your fqueazie ftomach, and here, as I 
^ deferve, I demand my fee for the fame. The Abbot 
** down with his dull, and glad he had efcaped fo, re- 
*^ turned t6 Reading ;- as foraewhat lighter in purfe, fo 
" much the more merrier in heart,, than when he came 
^ thence.?* 

Ver. 123. 
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Ver. 125. From Latlan Syrens, French CircaeaJn fezAsf 
' Keturn well travelPd, and transformed to^ beafts* 

Mr. Nevile, in a parallel paiTage of the Roman author^ 

Epift. ii. 2. has fucceeded extremely well : 
Some few, ambitious to be Circe's guefts, 
Swill'd the full calice, and fell down to beads : 
Happy in Pleafure's fenfual fty to roll, 
'Till the laft ray of reafon left the foul : 

profiting from two places in Aftlion's Comus, verr. 5a. 

asnd 70. 

. ^Who knows not Circe 

The daughter of the fun? whofc charmed cup 
Whoever tailed, loft his upright fhape, 
And downward fell into a grov'ling fwinc— ' 

To roll with Pleafure in a fenfual fty, 

Ver. 129, And Swift cry wifely, " Vive la bagatelle I" 

** I prefer ignorance to fuch learning, Swift*s bagatelle to 
♦* fuch philofophy." Bolingbroke'^ firft Eflay. 



BOOK II. 
EPISTLE I. 

THE whole of this epiftle is a fatire on George I. and 
very little concealed. Where Horace enumerates the 
learned friends of Auguftus, ver. 390. Pope leaves a 
blank : compare too the conclufion, particularly ver. 400» 
and above all ver. 409. — B. 

Our poet's propenfity to draw his quill at thefc great 
perfonages is finely touched,' and with admirable difcern- 
ment, by Hawkins Browne, in his Pipe of Tobacco : 

Come 
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Come to thy poet, come, with healing wings; 
And let me tafte thee, unexcls^d by kings. 

Vtr. 13. Clos'd their long glories with a figh, to iind 
Th' unwilling gratitude of bafe mankind ! 
I AH human virtue, to its lateft, breath, 

Finds Envy never conquer'd but by Death. 

The former couplet is exjcellent ; and John/ortj in his 
Vanity of Human Wiflies, has another to the fame pur- 
port, of equal merit : 

See nations, flowly wife and meanly juft, 

Tp buried merit raife the tardy buft. 
The fecond couplet is difgraced by a wretched fupcrfluity 
in the words — to its laUji breath — ^introduced merely for 
the convenience of a rhyme. The fame vile fupplement 
obfcures and deforms the conclufion of his fird Moral 
Eflay: 

And you, brave Cobham ! to the latcji breath 

Shall feel your ruling paflion ftrong in death. 

Ve;-. 1 7. The great Alcides, ev'ry labour paft, 

Had flill this monfter to fubdue at laft. 
Sure fate of all, beneath whofe rifing ray 
Each ftar of meaner merit fades away 1 
Opprefs'd we feel the beam dire<ftly beat : 
Thofe funs of glory pleafe not till they fet. 

He feems indebted to Waller'^ Poem on the Protedofi 
throughout this noble pafTage: 

Still as you rife, the ftate, exalted too, 
* Finds no diftemper while 'tis chang'd by you : 

Chang'd like the world's great fcene! when without 
noife 

TChe rijing fun night* s vulgar lights dejlroys. 

Had you, fome ages paft, this age of glory 

Run, with ;imazement we fliould read your ftory : 

But 
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But living virtue all atchievements pafl^ 

Meets Envyjlill to grapple with at lajl* 
Again, in his Vcrfes on St. James's Park : 

Thofe'funs of empire ! where they rife, they fet. 
Perhaps, W^ler and Pope will fuggcft a proper correc*- 
tion of Shakfpeare in the beginning of Henry VIII. 

An untimely ague 

Stay'd me a prifoner in my chamber, when 

Thofe SUNS of glory ^ thofe two lights of men, 

Met in the vale of Arne. 

Ver. 40. A Scot will fight for Chrift's Kirk on the Green. 

** Our James I. was eminent for poetry no lefs than for 
*' mufic, — We have many poems afcribed by tradition to 
" that king ; one in particular, ChrifVs Kirk on the Greeny 
" is a ludicrous poem, defciribing low manners with no 
" lefs propriety than fprightlinefs." Lord Karnes^ Hiftory * 
of Man, vol. i. 

Ver. 63. Then, by the rule that made the horfe-tail bare, 
I pluck out year by year, as hair by hair. 

** Q^Sertorius, having learned from experience that he 
" was no match for the united forces of the Roman army, 
*' with a view of giving a lefTon of admonition to the bar- 
" barians, who unadvifedly demanded battle, ordered two 
" horfes, one in excellent condition, the other in a meagre 
*^ habit, to be produced, and two young men, of a vigour 
" refpeftively correfpondent to the horfes 5 the weaker 
** of whom was to pluck out the tail of the ftronger horfe 
** hair by hair, and the robuft youth, to pull off the tail 
** of the meagre horfe at a fingle effort. The former 
" foon accompliflit his commiflion j the latter wearied 
** himfelf with ineffeftual exertions, and at laft gave up 
« the copteft. * Juft fo it is,' faid Sertorius, ' with the 

* Roman 
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^ Roman army, Fellow-Soldiers! •CoUcScd, they. arc 
^ invincible; but by fcparatc bodies and detached flcir- 
* miflies, we (hall foon waflx them to nothing.'* Fron^ 
tluMs in his Stratagems, i. io» i* 

Ver. 73. And grew immortal in his own defpite. 

The remark is perfeftly juft, and moft excellently cx- 
prcfTed. Dryderiy In his Abfalom and Achitophel : 
Born to be fav'd ev'n in their own defpite^ 
Becaufe they could not help believing right. 

Ver. 97. Spenfer himfelf afFe6l:s the obfolete. 

I would readily forgive him this, had he employed his fine 
genius on a more connefted and interefting fubjed. 
This infelicity of fo great a poet is touched by D^r. 
Chettt^ood^ in his Verfes to Rofcommon, in a manner 
inimitably delicate and beautiful : 

Such was the cafe, when Chaucer's early toil 

Founded the Mufes' empire in our foil. 

Spenfer improv'd it with "his painful hand, 

But loft a noble Mufe in fairy land, 

Ver. 100. Now, ferpent-like, in profe he fweeps the 
ground! 

Drydenj in Mac-Fleckno : 

Or fivept the duft in Pfyche's humble ftrain. 
This imagery, derived from the poem charafterifed here, 
is eminently appotite and beautiful. Voltaire's character 
of that moft fublime and graceful, but unequal, poem, 
always appeared to me extremely fpirited, and no lefs' 
impartial and correft. After defcribing Homer, Virgil, 
and Taffo, he thus fpeaks of our illuftrious countryman : 

JMikon, plus fublime qu'eux tous, 
A des beautes mwns agreabks : 

8 ^ U 
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II femble chanter pour les foux^ 
Pour les Anges, et pour les Diables. 
From the preceding vcrfe of our poet, 

Milton's ftrong pinion now not Heav*n can bound-— § 
Dr. John/on might poffibly receive an impulfe in the 
efFufion of that animated paragraph : ^' Milton, when he 
** has expatiated in the (ky, may be allowed fometimes to 
*' revifit earth: for what other author ever foared fo 
" high, or fuftained his flight fo long?" 

Ver. 104. Warburton at this place gives us the cha- 
racter of Bentley, in which there are many touches, 
worthy of fo great a matter ; but, as a whole, it is in fomc 
rcfpefts inaccurate, in fome faulty, and in others incom- 
plete. It was not likely, that an adequate eftimate 
fhould be formed by one fo divided in his ftudies from 
the fubje£): of his pen. But, as in thefe notes my objeA 
is all poflible brevity, I (hall not enter at length into a 
variety of points, which belong properly to the office of a 
formal editor* 

Ver. HI. One Simile, that folitary iliincs 

In the dry defart of a thoufand lines, 

Or lengthened thought, that gleams thro' many 

a page, 
Has fandify'd whole poems for an age. 

We may compare Rofcommonf in his verfion of Horace's 
Art of Poetry, probably in our author's recoUeftion : 

\ a few florid lines 

Shine through th' infipid dulnefs of the reft : 
and Drydetii in his EfTay on Satire, who is clearly imi* 
tated: 

Where one poor thought fometimes, left all aloncp 

For a whole page of dulnefs mutt atone^ 

Rofcommoriy 
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Rofcommon, In his Effay, alfo feems not unattended to: 
The weighty bullion of one fterling ilne^ 
Drawn to French wire, would through whole pages Jhine* 

Ver. 160. Effects unhappy I from a noble caufe. 

This is borrowed from Prior's Letter to Boileau 2 
A confequential ill, which Freedom draws; 
ji bad effeffi but from a noble caufe. 
And our poet's is a glorious verfe indeed, and the juft 
apology of a mind truly generous, and philofophical^ for. 
thofe extravai^aacles, refultii^ from a love of Liberty i^ 
great political revolutions, when the thoughts are unre- 
ftrained, and every impulfe of feeling is invited td an 
open exhibition>nd. a full exertion of it's energies. In 
this inftance, as in natural operations, a vigorous fer- 
mentation feems neceiTary to eiFe£lual refinement ; and, 
wheti we look beyond temporary and partial infelicities to 
the futurp condition of mankind at large, we cannot but 
Conclude, as an excellent genius has nervoufly delivered 
the fehtiment, that ** the purgatory of anarchy is prefer- 
" able to the damnation of defpotifm.'* 

Ver. 221. Let Ireland tell, how wit upheld her caufe, 
Her trade fupported, and fupply'd her laws; 
And leave on Swift this grateful verfe ingrav'd, 
** The rights a court attacked, a poet fav'd.-* 

This was the paflage for which it was under confideration 
to accufe Pope of High-Trcafon. — B. 

From ver. 229. to ver. 241, is a mere ludicrous cari- 
cature of the fanciified folemnity of his original ; and is 
more adapted to the playfulnefs of burlefque th?n to a 
ferious didactic compofition. 



Ver. 



239. 
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Ver. £39. The bleffing thrills through all the labViflg 
throng, 
And Heav'a is won by violence of fong. 

The firft line prefents to our imaginations the bawling 
quire of a country congregation, and the fecond is -an 
imitation of Dryden^ in his Britannia Rediviva : 

Hail, fon of prayers ! by holy violence 

Drawn down from heaven : 
or his Aftraa Redux : 

As Heav*n itfelf is took by violence. 
F. Bourne^ in his verfion of Addifon's Hymns, has adopt-* 
cd the fame bold exjpreffion: 

Dfim fe recepit ;inima numen ad tuum 

Confifa humillima precunt violent 2 iP. 

Ver. 267. Waller was fmooth ; but Dry den taught to join " 
The varying verfe, the fuU-refounding line, 
The long majeftic march, and energy divine. , 

Nothing can be imagined more perfeft than this encomium 
of Dryden. The true charader of his numbers is deli-* 
ncated with moft accurate propriety, and reptefentcd to 
the life by the happieft poffible imitation of them. It is 
. very evident, that Mr. Gray had thefe lines of Pope 
before him, when he executed that finiflied portrait of the 
fame great mafter, in imagerj at once charafteriftic and^ 
fubllme : 
Behold where Dryden's lefs prefumptuous car 
Wide o'er the fields of Glory bear 
Two courfers of atherial race, 
With necks in thunder cloth'd, and long-refoundlng 
pace. 
In the third line he imitates Virgily JEn. vii* 28a. 

currum 
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* — — — — currum geminosque jugales^ 
Setiiine ab aetherio, fpirantes haribus ignem. 
The inaccurate rhyme of the fecond verfe (a particular^ 
in which Gray was not fuiEciently diligent) might be 
corredied thus : ^ 

ffhirl o'er the fields of Glory far : 
which, perhaps, will be difapproved from my hand, but, 
if Gray had given it, the reader would have thought ini 
every refpefb preferable to the prefent. 

Van 280. Ev'n copious Dryden wanted, or forgot, 
The laft and greateft art, the art to blot. 

His avocations, and the preflure of his circumftances, 
^rifing principally from diflSpated habits, would not fuffer 
him to remember it. 

Waller too was well aware of the value of this art, the' 
want of which our poet regrets in Dryden : 
Poets lofe half the praife they would have got, 
Could it be known what they difcreetly blot, 

Verfes to Rofcommon. 

Ten 294. But fill their purfc, our poets' work is done; 
Alike to them, by pathos or by pun. 

This falfe tafte of the dramatic writers in thofe and the 
preceding times, or rather the vitiated appetites of the 
puT)lic, to which they were merely caterers, is very hu- 
mouroufly exhibited by Tickell^ in his Prologue to the 
Univerfity of Oxford, where he fets forth the office of an 
aftor : 
Oft wide of Nature muft he afl: a part^ 
Make love in tropes, in bombaft bres^k his heart \ 
Jn turn and fimile refign his breath, 
And rhyme and quibbte in the pangs of death. 

S a Ver. 328; 
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Ver. 328, Loud as the wolves, on Orcas' ftormy ileepi 
Howl to the roarings of the northern deep. 

An excellent coajylet ; and not imj^robably indebted to a 
ftriking paffage in Philips' Letter from Copenhagen : 

The ftarving wolves along the main fea prowI> 

And to the moon in icy vallies howL 

Ver. 355. This Merlin* s cave is mentioned again in the 
next imitation, ver. 1 39. it ftood near the Hermitage (fee 
the note on Moral Eflays, iv. 78) and was deftroycd near 
30 years ago. 

Ver. 375. As once for Louis, Boileau, and Racine. 

See the note at the beginning of Boileau^s feventh Epifile, 

edit. Amft. 

» 

Ver. 383* To fix him graceful on the bounding flecd. 

Needier s tranflation of C. Dryden*8 Verfes to Rofcom- 
mon: 

Nor {hall thy Mufe the graver's pencil need 

To draw the hero on his prancing fteed. 

Ver. 400. How, when you nodded, o*er the land and deep, 
Peace flole her wing, and wrapt the world in 
flcep. 

Though royalty was not concerned, he could not refift 
the temptation to a (imilar fcftivity at Iliad xviii, 586- 
very unfeafonably : 
On feats of ftone, within the facred place, 
The rev 'rend elders nodded o'er the cafe. 
But, in general, the fleepieft generation with our poet is 
the fraternity of dhlnes: the lawyers (hare in Garth's 
cenfure, Difpenfary, i. 168. 

O'er their quie(;us where fat judges d&ze. 

Ver. 404. 
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Vcr. 404. Butverfe, alas! your Majefty difdains ; 
And I'm not us'd to panegyric ftrains. 

The king hated poets, and thought them fidUrs. So in 
bookii. Sat* i. ver. 33* of thefe imitations : 

Alas ! few verfes touch their nicer ear ; 

They fcarce can bear their Laureate twice a year. B. 
The fecond verfe is an imitation of BolUau^ Au Roi^ 
rer. 9. 

Mais jefal peu louer'-^m 

Vcn 415, Praife undeferv.'d is fcandal in diiguifc. 

This line is borrowed from fome anonymous Ver&s on 
the celebrated Beauties, in Dryden's MifccIIanies, vi. 
p. i6z. 

EPISTLE IL 

VER. 43. Gave him much praife, and fome reward be- 
fide. 

Evidently glancing at the Duke's avarice. B, 

So Warburton alfo obfervcs: fee the remarks on Marl* 

borough at the end of the Eflay on Man. 

Ver. 52. Some parts of the imitation here are excel- 
lent, others much inferiour. The whple paragraph of 
the original is to me the moft interefting pafTage in 
Horace, except where he fpeaks upon the fame fubje<3: in 
Sat. i, 6. 71. which is equally delicious, and would have 
been an excellent piece for our poet's imitation. 

Ver. 55. The better art to know the good from bad. 

Our poet miftook, as many have done before and fince his 

time, the true meaning of his author : 
Scilicet ut poflem curvo dignofcere re£lum, 
Atque inter filvas Academi quscrere verum : 

S3 • that 
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that is,* to diftinguifh a nght line from a curve \ -for geo-r 
metry was the indifpenfable introduftion to the philofophy 
of the Academic fchool. Creech was our poet's guide : 

And taught me how to fep'rate bad from good. 
And the reader, who will make the comparifon, will 
difcover various obligations throughout thefe imitations 
to that tranfiator. 

Ver. 58. But knottier points we knew not half fo well, 
Deprived us foon of our paternal cell ; 
And certain laws, by fufF'rers thought unjuil* 

By orders from governnient for the removal of Papifts \o 
a certain diftance from the metropolis* — And in the laft 
claufe of this quotation, a fpirit of exemplary candouf 
and forbearance is 4ifplfiyc.d : as if their feelings might 
poffibly render them incompetent and partial judges of 
the propriety of thofe meafuresr 

Ver. 61. While mighty Williaip's thundering arm pr^^ 
vaird. 

A magnificent vprfe, epiployed before, with flight alterr 
ation, in his Iliad. It is an imitation of Virgil\ fourth 
Georgic, at the conclufion : 

'- C<efar dum magnus ad altum 

Fulminat Euphratem bello- 

While mighty Cajafy thundering from ^far. 

Seeks on Euphrates' banks the fpojls of war. Dry den. 

Ver. 68. But thanks to Homer, fincc;! live and thrive. 
Swift, in his libel on Dr. Delany, fpeaking of Pope, thus 
cxpreflfes himfelf : 

Appealing to the nation^s tafte, 

^bove the reach of want is plac'd : 



ON POPE. ?63 

By Homer dead was taught to thrive. 

What Homer never couM alive. 
And the force of the preceding line, 

ConviA a Papift he, and I a Poet — , 
will be apprehended from the note on ver. 404. of the ' 
foregoing epiftle, with verr. 408, 409- left fome readers 
fliould fuppofe the latter claufe merely expletive, for the 
convenience of a rhyme. 

Ver. 76. — " this paltry Tirrtc:" that is^ tricking^ de- 
ceitful ; from the verb palter^ to dodge or ftiufile. 

Ver. 104. Have you not feen, at Guildhairs narrow jpafs. 
Two Aldermen difpute it with an af> ? 

The colloquial familiarity of the fecond verfe much 
heightens the feftivity of the thought. Butler had for- 
merly compared this worfliipful fraternity to calves, in 
thofe memorable verfes : 

jf calf an Alder man, a goofe a Juftice, 
And rooks Committee-men and Truftees. 
How are thefc great wits to be reconciled to each other, x 
whofe authority is alike refpe^lable ? We may, I think, 
by a very venial hypothefis, and with a candour due to 
genius, folve the difficulty, by conceiving, that fome 
^Idermen are ajjcs, and^ fome cahes. v 

Ver. 129, With equal talents, thefe congenial fouls. 

One luird th* Exchequer, and one ftunn'd the 
Rolls. 

This conftruftion of the ancients gives an agreable va- 
riety to poetry, as I have before remarked in the cafe of 
a iingle fubftantive. Virgil furnilhes feveral very agre- 
able fpecimeii;^ exaftly fimilar to that before us. Thus 
piir poet in the preceding epiftle : 

S 4 The 
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The hero William^ ;ind the martyr Ch^sl^^ 
One knighted Blackmore, and one pep(ipn^4 QftV^cs. 
See alfo his Iliad xviii. 29* 

Vcr. 146. And you fliall rife up Otway for your pains. 

An imitation of Dryden^ at Virg. Eel. iii'. 162, 
Tell that, arid rife a Phoebus for thy pains- 

Ver. 175. But (how no mercy to an empty line. 

Dryden\ Art of Poetry, canto i. 
He cannot pardon a neglected line* 

Ver. 192. Him, the damn*d doctors and his friends im- 

mur'd, 
They bled, they cupp'd, they purgM; in Ihort 

they cur'd : 
Whereat the gentleman began to fttrc — 
My friends ! he cry'd, p — x take you for your 

care! 
That, from a patriot of diftinguifli'd note, 
Have bled and purg'd me to a fimple vote. 

The execution of thi$ pafiage is admirably dextrous, and 
of exquifite urbanity. The efforts of Boiieau on the 
fame fubje^i will form an agreable comparifon, Sat. iy* 
vcr. 107. 
Enfin un medecin, fort expert en fon art, 
Le guerit par adrefle, ou plutot par hazard. 
Mais voulant de fcs foins exiger le falaire, 
Moi ? vous paier ? lui dit le Bigot en colere ( 
Vous, dont I'art infernaK par des fccrets maudits, 
En me tirant d'erreur, m' ote du Paradis ? 

But here we fee an elegant indeed, yet fervUet copyift ; 
whilft our countryman's imitation has all the novelty and 
fpirit of original conception. 

Vcr. 220. 
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V<5r, %%g^ Whtu goUAfn A<igris.ceafc to ewe the evil. 

You give all royal witcl^crgft tq, the Pe vil ; ^ 
When fervile chaplains cry, that birth and place 
Endue a peer with honour^ truth, and gr^oc^ 
Look in that bread, mdft dirty D — ! be fair, 
Say, c*a you find out one {ach lodger tlicre ? 

The whole of this paflage alludes to a dedication of A^r, 
afterwards Bifh^p Kermet^ to the Duke of Devonfliire'^ 
to whom he was chaplain : ver, 229. tlwrefore mufl: be 
6licd up thus: 

If Devon/hire lov'd fixpence more than he. B« 
And perhaps, therefore, ver. 222. thus : 

Look In that bread, moft dirty Duk^ ! be fair— ♦ 
The Jngel was a golden coin, given as a fee by thofe who 
cam^ to be touched by the royal hand for the Evil : and 
the fecond couplet of the quotation refcmbles the conciu- 
fion of Pcrjiui^s fourth fatire : 

Tecuni habita, et noris quam fit tibi curta fupellex. 

Survey thy foul ; not what thou doft appear. 

But what thou art ; and find the beggar there. 

Dryden. 

Ver, 241. Lords of fat Efliam — • 

Oldham^B Imitation of Horace, Ode i. 32. 
Not the large crops oi EJhanC^ goodly foil. 
Which tire the mower's and the reaper's toil. 

Ver. 348. Eftates have wings, and hang in Fortune's powV^ 
Loofe on the point of ev'ry wav'ring hour. 

I wifli he had beea contented with the beautiful ailufion 
to the magnetic needle, withput the introduftion of 
another and incongruous iniage. With equal elegance, 
in his Temple of Fame, ver. 431. 
And the touch'd needle trembles to the pole. 

But 
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But the line before us is an imitation of another yetfe in 
Horace^ Epift. i. l%. fin. 

ne dubise fluitem fpc pendulus horx: 

Float on the balance of the wavering hour. 

Vcr. 257. Join Cotfwood hills to Saperton*8 fair dale, 

Sapertsn. His feat is near the Cotfwpld hills ; and lus 
favourite pailion is well alluded to in ver. 260. 

Ifink towns to towns with avenues of oak : 
for the avenues of oaks at Saperton are very magnificent 
B. 

Oldham^ in the place quoted above, has an orthography 
nearer to the truth : - 

Not the foft flocks on hilly Cotfwold fed. 

Vei*. 276. One, driv'n by flrong benevolence of tbul. 
Shall fly, like Oglethorpe, from pole to pole. 

I would propofe an amendment of this pleafing couplet i 
One, i^'hi^d with (Irong benevolence of foul. 
Shall 7?;', like Oglethorpe, from pole to pole. 

Ver. 300. I neither ftrut with ev'ry fav'ring breath — • 

The reader muft recolleft that the word Jirut mean9 
Jwelly and here refers to ih^ fails of the veflTel ; otherwifc, 
he •may blame for incongruity of metaphor as happy a 
pafTage as can be found in the treafury of modern wit. 

Ver. 312. Survey both worlds— r. 

As in his Epitaph on Fenton : 

Calmly he looked on either life, and here 
Saw nothing to regret, or there to fear. 

Ver. 318. Has age but mehed the rough parts away. 

The allufion is not amifs, to a piece of ice, though the 

fharp 
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^atf pointSf rather tbam the rough fartsy vamlh in that 
inftance. I fliould pefer : 

Has age hut poliji' J the rough parts away* 
** We poli/b one another, and rub off our corners and 
f* rough fides by a fort of amicable coUifion." Shaftfr 
})ury's EiTay on Wit and Humour, Part i. fed. %. 



VERSIFICATIONS OF DONNE. 



SATIRE 11. 

The facility and dexterity, with wh^ch the coriverfions 
of Dr. Donned fatires are executed, exhibit an afto- 
niflnng proof of the ingenuity of our poet. I am ac-- 
quainted with no fuch pertinent exemplification of the 
remark in Horace*^ Art of Poetry : 

, fibi quivis 

Speret idem, fudet multum, fruftraque laboret, 
Aufus idem. 
But a too fcrupulous adherence to his model has de- 
prived them of that fprightlinefs and fafcination, which 
a freer indulgence ^f his own elegant fancy has con- 
ferred on his imitations of the Roman Satiriiii. 

Ver. 16. So prompts, and favcs a rogue who cannot read: 
arid unable of courfe to claim the benefit of clergy. So 
fn the Dunciad, i. 281. 
' — ^With lefs reading than makes felons 'fcape. 

ycr. 55. Pierce the foft lab'rinth of a Lady's ear. 

An 
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An inimitable verTe I and even fuperiour to bia former 
eifort in the Meffiah, ver. 42. where fee the note ; we 
mud remember, however, that he found it in his au- 
thor : 

words, which wou'd tear 



The tender labyrinth of a maid's. foft ear. 



SATIRE IV. 

VER. 166. Not more amazement feiz'd on Circe's gnefts. 
To fee thcmfelvcs fall endlong into beafts. 

Warburton gives a very jttft commendation to the pic- 
turefque phrafeology of this paflage ; forgetting, that 
the primary commendation was due to Milton : return to 
the note on the Imitations of Horace, Book i. £pi(t. 6. 
ver. 123. 

Ver. 184. Bear me, fbmc God ! oli quickly bear me hence 
To wholefome Solitude, the nurfe of Senfe: 
Where Contemplation prunes her ruffled wings. 
And the free foul looks down to pity kings ! 

IVarburion*s remarks on thefe four lines are elegant, in- 
genious, and juft. Our poet confulted Drydin*s verfion 
of the paflage in Virgirs fecond Georgic, pointed out by 
the illuftrious commentator : 

Svme god conduH me to the facred (hades. 
Where Bacchanals are fung by Spartan maids: — 
Or lead me to iomt, folitary place^ 
And cover my retreat from human race* 

The fame commentator has pointed out in Dr. Newton*$ 
edition the lines of Comusy ver. 375. which particularly 

aflifted 
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afTifted our poet on this occafion, and are admirably ii- 
nifhed: 

And Wifdom's fclf 

Oft feeks to f «rect retired Solitude^ 
Where with her bed nurfe C^ntemplatisfty 
She plumes her feathers, and lets grow hif wings^ 
That in the irarious buftle of refort 
Were aH too ruffled^ and fometimes impairM. 
The learned prelate, however, inadvertently confounds, 
as equivalent)' the dtfierent termdof the two poctSjptume 
and pru»£ : the former of which fignifics to coiled Icji 
plumage^ by letting them grow, as the writer himfelf ex- 
plains it ; and the latter, to compofe and fmoothe what has 
only been ruffled by fomc incidental operation. Pope 
Appears to have adopted his exprefEon from Hughes*^ 
Thought in a Garden : 
Delightful manfion ! bleft retreat ! 
Where all is filent, all is fweet J 
Here Contempiaticn prunes her wings : 
The rapturM Mufe more tuneful (ings. 
This paflage from Hughes, I fincc difcover, is produced 
by Mr. Warton in his very ingenious, elaborate, and 
learned edition of Milton's Icfler poems ; who at the fame 
time very injudicioufly prbpofes an alteration of Milton's 
text: not to mention ihzt plume is alfo uled in the fenfe 
oi prune i which, however, would be wholly unfuitable to 
the context there. Nor is it improbable, that Pope re- 
tained in memory Mr^. Chandler*^ beautiful verfes on So- 
litude ; 
Sweet Sctiiudef the Mufe's dear delight. 
Serene thy day, and peaceful is thy nighi : 
Thou nur/e of Innocence, fair Virtue's friend ! 
Silent, tho' rapturous, pleafures thee attend* 

Earth's 



270 OBSERVATIONS 

Earth's verdant fcenes, the all-furrounding Ikie^v 
Employ my wondering thoughts^ and feaft my cyea^ 
Nature in ev'ry objedi points the road, 
Whence Contemplation wings my fiml to God. 
The laft verfe of our quotation- froto Pope will remind 
the reader of the beginning of Lucretius*s fecond book : 
Defpicere unde x}ueas alios> pajTsimque videre 
Errarc : 

From thence to look below on human kindy 
Bewildered in the maze of life, ztid blind. Dryden. 

Ver. 197. -^ " a liv*ry'd lord :*^— that' is, diftinguifhed 
by the fervile uniform of a court-drefs.' 

Ver. 210. Such waxen nofes,. /lately flaring things-^ 

No winder fome folks bow and think them 
kings. 

In the fame fpirit i>ras the impromptu of a friend and 
tieighbo^ur on viewing the huge ftatue of his ******% 
lately exhibited at Parktnfon's Mufcum j 

What a ftrange, ftafely, flaring, ftupid thtog ! 
/ind yet it looks exceeding like the ****. 

Ver. 225. And all is Iplendid poverty at befl. 

To the fame purpofe are fome excellent lines in Dryden-s 
franflation of Juvenal's third fatire : # 

But here attir'd beyond our purfe, we go 
For ufelefs ornament, and flaunting fhow : 
We take on trull in purple robes to fhine ; 
And poor, arc yet ambitious to be fine. 

Ver. 230. Top-gallant he, and flie in all her trim. 

Grafs exourfive eye might glance on the verfe before* 
us: 
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In gallant trim the gilded vefiel goe$« 

Ver. 250^ So firft to preach a white-glov'd Chaplain gocs^ 
With band of lily, and with cheek of rofe. 

An incomparable couplet ! Boifeau fpeaks of thefc roff 
cccleGaftics with no Icfs feftivity, in his Lutrin,i. 19. 

Ses Chanoines vermeils, et brillans de fante. 
And Dryden^ Abfalom and Achitophcl, Part i. 

His long chin provM his wit ; his faint-like' grace 

A church vermilion^ and a Mofes' face. 
Hence our poet in Dunciad iv. 302. 

Where flumber Abbots, purple as their wines. 

Ver. 266. And with a face as red, and as awry. 

As Herod's hang-dogs in old tapeftry. 

The epithet awry has fingular propriety^ for in ancient 
painted glafs windows, tapeftry, &c. the heads of moft of 
the figures are placed in a manner ridiculoufly oblique 
- on the (boulders they belong to. S. 
Our poet was not unmindful of this propriety in Dun- 
ciad li. 145. 

Inftru£iive work ! whofe wry^moutVd portraiture 
Difplay'd the fates her confeflbrs endure. 



EPILOGUE TO THE SATIRES. 



DIALOGUE r. 



Ver. 2. And when it comes, the Court fee nothing in't. 

Intimating his want of acceptance at Court, which re- 
paid 
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pai4 his charge, of .a deficiency in the dtfiernlng fpirh of 
poetry, with difparagement and ncglcft; fee the note on 
Imitations of Horace, Epift. li. i, 404, 

Ver. 3, You grow correft, that once with rapture writ. 

This rapture of our poet is the amsw* in Ariftotlc's 
Poetics, cap. 16. ed.Cant. the mens divinior^ or enthvftaflic 
conception^ dl Horace; and ^z fine phren%y of Shak- 
fpeare. 

Ver. 13. " Sir Billy ferv'd the crown."— S/V VTilllam 
Young. Below, at ver. 68. *' the flow of YoUng :'* for 
he was accudomed to fpeak till the members on his £ide 
were fent for. B. 

Ver. 32. Smile without art, and win without a bribe. 

A moft fevere fatire under the garb of commendation, as 
ftating an exception to the general praftice of his life j 
namely, hypocritical fmiles, and purpofes effe£led. by 
bribery and corruption. The whole context, is equally 
difparaging to the fubje£k of it. 

Ver. 39. A joke on Jekyl, or fome odd old Whig. 

A (launch friend to religious, as well as civil, liberty. 
When at a Synod of diflenting minifters, convened upon 
the fubje6l of fubfcriptions, feventy-three voted againft' 
unfcriptural impofitions, and fixty-nine for them, this 
upright magiftrate exclaimed ; " The Bible has carried it 
by four ! " Whifton's Memoirs. 

Ver. 71. "That firft was H — vy's, F — 's next." — 
Hervefsy Fox's. B. 

Ver. 73.0 come, that eafy, Ciceronian flyle, 
So Latin, yet fo Englifh all the while-, 

. 8 \ As, 
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As, tho' the pride of Middleton and Bland, 
All boys may read, and girls may underftand ! 

Dr. Bland of Eton was a very bad writer, Dr. Middle- 
ton a remarkably good one ; perhaps, our beft : but he 
was the friend of Pope's enemy, Lord Hervey : hinc ill« 
lachrymx ! B, 

rfubfcribe to this opinion. Middleton^s ftile, in point 
of dignified fimplicity and' a comprehenfive compafs of 
conftruftion, which could exhibit, concentrated and un- 
fettered, a coUeftion of thought in one period without 
clumfinefs, with a fonorous rotundity of numbers, and an 
unembarraflcd perfpicuity of corre£l and polifhed phrafe- 
ology, comes neareft to that of Cicero of any compofi' 
tions in our language* The ftile of our poet, eonfidered 
pierely as verbal compofition, without rcfpedi to thofe 
illuminations of fentlment and fancy, the emanations of 
his fine genius, which- fparkle fo profufely through his 
pageS) is truly miferable in comparifon ; unharmonious ; 
ungrammatical, unchaftifed : and his notes on Homer In 
particular are puerility and poverty itfelf. Nor is he lefs 
unhappy in his general cenfure, than in the fpecific alle- 
gation in fupport of it ; 

All boys may read, and girls may underftand. 
Since the great end of writing is to be underftood, that 
ftile, cseteris paribus, is beft, which is unlverfally acceffible . 
to every capacity : and fuch clearnefs is a proof both cf 
pcrfpicacity in the conception of ideas, and a complete 
maftery of all the capabilities of expreffion. 

Ver. 79. Or teach the melancholy Mufe to mourn, 
Hang the fad verfe on Carolina's urn, 
And hail her paflage to the realms of reft, 
All parts performed, and all her children bleft ! 

T If 
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It is well known, that, when the queen waft dying, and 
the Prince of Wales, then in oppofition, earneftly begged 
to be admitted, fhe ,refufed ; and only fent him her, 
hlejfim. B. 

The authority of my right reverend friend is abundantly 
preferable to my furmifes on this fubjeft ; and his infor- 
mation gives complete pungency to the fatire : otherwife, 
I had been accuflomed to fuppofe, that our poet meant a 
compliment to the queen, but at the king's expencc, who 
continued unforgiving to his fon^ without the leaft ceffu- 
tion of refentment. Compare Warburton's note. 
Drydcn has a pafTage fimilar to the former couplet in his 
Abfalom and Achitophel, part i. 

Or fled flie with his life, and left this verfe 
' To hang on her departed patron's hearfe f 
And a verfe, refembling the laft of this quotation, a little 
earlier in the fame poem : 

All parts fulfilled of fubjefl:, and of fon : 
as Cowley alfo^ on the death of the Earl of Balcarras : 

Performed all parts of Virtue's vigorous life. 

Ver. 102. All tears are wip'd for ever from all eyes. 

A licentious profanation of a very folemn and ftriking 
paflage : fee his Melfiah, ver. 46. 

Ver. 107. And, when three fov'reigns dy'd, cou'd fcarcc 
be vext, 
Confid'ring what a gracious Prince was next. 

The three fovereign^^ I prefume, were Mary, William, 
and Anne; t\it gracious prince George the Firft, 
This reminds one of the ftory recorded by an ancient mo- 
ralift. A mod fanguinary tyrant of Syracufe, confcfous 
of dcferving the abhorrence and execrations of all his 

fubjc-as, 
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iubjefts, was furprifed to hear that a certain old woman! 
was conftantly praying for the prolongation of his life. 
Upon queftioning her concerning this difplay of lingular 
benevolence, *' I have lived, fays ftie, to fee a fucceffion 
" of many kings, each more tyrannical and fefocious than 
•*hi3 predeccflbr. My experience, therefore, gives me 
" reslfon id apprehend a worfe than yourfelf after your 
** departure ; and on this account I pray fo devoutly fot 
" the long continuance of your reign !*' 

Ver. 113. Virtue, I grant you, is an empty boafl. 

He alludes, perhaps, to the laft words of Brutus : fee my 
obfervation on the Moral Effays, iii. 333. 

Ver. 133. Afimple quaker, era quaker's wife, 

Out-do LandafFe in do6krine, — nay, in life.' 

*' A poor bifliopric in Wales, fays our poet, as poorly 
« fupplied.'' 

The biftiop of Landaff at this time was Dr. Matthiat 
Mawforiy mafter alfb of Benet College in Cambridge ; 
of whom a very refpeftable account, founded on facts, 
is given in Mailer's hiftoty of that College ; a much more 
competent witnefs in this cafe than Pope, who was pro- 
bably influenced on this occafion by foine Tory preju- 
dice. 

And I take this opportunity of exprefllng my regret to 
the public, with a view of forwarding, if I can, the pur- 
pofe in view, that feme member of every College in both 
Univerfities fhould not put together a hiflory of their re- 
fpe<Stive focieties, fimilar to that jufl mentioned. Their 
materials are at hand, for the moft part, in their admif- 
fjon-books and other academical documents 5 and num- 
bsrlefs points of chronology, general hiftory, and import- 
ant biography, would be afcertained from fach annals. 

T i Ver. r j6v 
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, Vcr. 1 36. and blufti to find it fame : 

left he ihould appear chargeable with that oftentation^ 
which his humility and acqniefcence in the folitary ap* 
plaufe of an approving confcience, from conformity to a 
fcriptural injun£bion, made him ftudious to avoid. War* 
burton's comment on the words is ftrangely unnatural 
and impertinent. A pafiage from Dryden^ dedication to 
the Duke of Ormond is^ fuitable to this occafion : 
** You are fo ready to redrefs, that you almoft prevent 
^' their wifhes, and always exceed their expectations : as 
" if what was your 's, was not your own, and not given 
** you to poflefs, but to beftow on wanting merit. But 
" this is a topic, which I muft caft in (hades, left I of- 
" fend your modefty ; which is fo far from being often- 
" tatious of the good you do, that it blujhes even to have 
** // known : and therefore I muft leave you to the fatis- 
" fadion and teftimony of your own confcience ; which, 
** though it be a filent panegyric, is yet the beft/' 

Vcr. 153. Dragg'd in the duft ! his arms hang idly round ; 
His flag inverted trails along the ground ! 

yirgilf JEn. i. 476. has a general refemblance- to this 

pafl*age : 

Fertur equis, curruque haeret refupinus inani, 
Loratenens tamen : huic cervixque comjeque trahuntur 
Per terram, et versa pulvis infcribitur hafta. 
Hung by the neck and hair, and dragg'd around ; 
The hoftile fpear, yet fticking in his wound. 
With tracks of blood infcrib'd the dufty ground. 

Dry clef J. 

Ver. 158. And offer country, parent, wife, or fon ! 
Anacreon fays the fame thing of the luft of gain : 
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Ata rarov v Toxnes : 

Hence brothers hate, who lov'd before ; 

And parents are rever'd no more. 



DIALOGUE U. 

VER, 6. Vice with fuch giant ftridcs comes on amain, 
Invention llrives to be before in vain. 

In this couplet alfo is a general fimilarity to that fub- 
lime conception of John/on concerning Shakfpeare : 

And panting Time toil'd after him in vain. 
The poet's meaning is this : " With whatever exaggera- 
** tion^ and ftrength of colouring I delineate Vice, fome 
** frefli example rifes up to the full enormity of the pic- 
** ture : fo that Invention herfelf cannot go beyond the 
" reality of experience.** Warburt6n*s explanation, I 
think, is not quite accurate. 

Ver. 22, ** The poifoning dame.'* Lady Betty MoU» 
neux, who married Dr. St. Andre, after poifoning her for- 
mer hufband, the friend of Locke. B. 

Ver. 29. Like royal harte, be never more run down. 

A cuftom ftill preferved, if I miftake not, of letting free 
for ever a flag, that has once efcaped from a royal hunt 
with life. Should this explanation be juft, Warburton's 
note is befide the purport of his author* 

Ver. 59. You make men defpVate, if they once are bad. 

For, if the political and focial confequences of trivial of- 
fences and capital crimes be the fame, petty culprits will 
foon become enormous finners from the fuperiority of 
T 3 woridly 
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vrorldly advantages attendant on an abfolute relinquiflvf 
ment of all virtuous principle : 

Aude aliquid brevibus Gyaris et caroere dignum. 

Si vis efle aliquis* 
" Undertake, fays Dr. Ogdcn in his fermons, fomc bold 
" profitable perjury !" 

Ver. 71. Seeker is decent, RunJelhzs a heart. 

Notwithftanding the candid and acute remarks of War- 
burton, this praife of Seeker is undoubtedly par fimonious^ 
and the poet almoft incurs the cenfure^ which he pad on 
Addifon, , 

Damns with faint praife. 
IJis notion of decent is proved with tolerable precifion 
from his Moral Eflays, ii. 163. where, after faying that 
Chloe, the fubjedl of his . fatire, wanted^ what Rundql 
had, a heart, he fubjoins : 

Virtue {he finds too painful an endeavour, 

Content to dwell in decencies for ever. 
He means, therefore, to allow Seeker moderate^ but not 
leadings excellencies of charafter ; to exhibit him as free 
from infprmal in^proprieties, rather than a great proficient 
in fublimer virtue. Nor were the political principles of 
Seeker likely to permit a very warm encomium from the 
prejudiced feelings of our poet. Some verfes from 
Toung^ fixth Satire, ver. 23. will not be unfeaibnable 
Jiere : 

Lavinia is polite, but npt prophane \ 

To Church as conftant as to Drury Lane. 

She decently^ in form, pays heaven its due 5 

And makes a civil vifit to her pew. 
Nor fome from Drydcns Sigifmorida and Guifcardo : 

O ever faithful heart, 

I have perform'd the ceremonial ^^tt^ 

'Xh.t d^c^nciesoi gxi^i: 

which 
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which exa£lly correfponds with my notion of Pope's in- 
tention, with refpeft to the general demeanour of Seeker, 
in this paiTage. The reader, in the mean time> mud do 
me the juftice to remark, that I am taking no part in op- 
poGtion to the ArcLbifliop's character, nor engaged in 
mpre than an explanation of the poet's meaning, without 
defending it. 

Concerning Rundel the reader may find more in Pope's 
and Swift's Letters, and in Whifton's Memoirs of him- 
felf. Swift's poem on the Bilhop is excellent. 
I might have obferved alfo, what favours my interpretation 
of the paffage, that a gradual climax runs through it j the 
firft ftep of which, decency^ like Jacob's ladder, (lands upon 
the earth ; while the topmoft vaniQies in the ifkies, '' into 
•' air and liquid light :'• 

To Berkley, ev'ry virtue under heaven. 

Ver. 74. But does the Court a worthy man remove ? 
That inftant, I declare, he has my love. 

Surely fuch a contumacious and incidental benevolence is 
not very honourable to any man. His expreiTions are un- 
guarded and incorreft. He fhould have written : 

But does the Court /iw^ worthy man remove ? 

He has, that inftant, my peculiar love : 
that is, unmerited difgrace quickens my affe£i:ion for his 
virtues, and forms a ftrong prefiimption of fuperiour worth 
and incorruption, from the common profligacy of 
Courts. 

Ver. 83. How fliiii'd the foul, unconquered in the Tower* 

This is mean : the Tower fpolls every thing : fee the rea 
fon afTigned in the note on Epifile 6. book i. ver. 4:). of 
tke Imitations of Horace. But he incurred this infipidity 

T4 by 
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by copying Cowley^ but with a ftill more unhappy turn 
of thephrafe, On the Bifliop of Lincoln^s enlargement 
from the Tower : 

Your foul then mod (hew'd her unconquer^d power, 
Was ftronger and more armed than the Tower, 

Ver. 86. Argyll, the ftate's whole thunder born to wield. 
And fliake alike the Senate and the field. 

Thefe are two grand lines indeed ! Young pafles a fimilar 
commendation on this Nobleman, Sat. vii. ver. 129. 

It bids Argyll in fields and fenates (hine. 
The thunder of eloquence was too cuftomary a phrafe 
with the Greeks and Romans for illuftration here. The 
encomium on Pericles alfo is well known : 
HarrpaTrrev^ eCpovray (vveicvHa rrtv "Eh^aiix : 
He lightened, thunder'd, and confounded Greece. 

Ver. 91. — " not numbered with their train :" that is, 
not enrolled among their dependants and expe£bnts, 
when in office. And, on this account, I difcern nothing 
but fuperfluous imbecillity in the next couplet : 
And, if yet higher the proud lift fliould end. 
Still let me fay. No follower, but a friend ! 

Ver. 104. F. Then why fo few commended ? P. Not fo 
fierce. 

BoileaUf Sat. i. ver. 145. 
Tout beau, dira quelqu'un, vous entrez en furie ; 
A quoi bon ces grands mots ? Doucement, je vous prie. 

Ver. 107. Each mother a(ks it for her booby fon. 
Toungy Sdit. ii. ver. 165. 
The booby father craves a booby fen. 

Ver. III. "The number mgj be hang'd;*' as the 
Greeks ufcd aciC^©-, and Horace, " nos numerus fumus." 

Ver. 117. 
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Ver. 117. And what young Amnon wifli'd, but'wiih'd in 



vain ; 



when he congratulated Achilles, with a mixture of re- 
gret for his own failure in this refpe£i:, on fuch a herald 
of his fame as Homer, at a vifit to the tomb of that hero. 

Ver. 129. Spirit of Arnall [ aid me while I lie. 

This is highly animated and ingenious ; but, perhaps, 
the primary commendation muft be given to Boileauy 
Sat. ix. 287. 

Puifque vous le voulez, je vais changer de ftile ; 

Je le declare done ; Quinaut eft un Virgile ; 

Pradon, comme un foleil, &c. 
** Agis, the -Spartan kitig, to a worthlcfs fellow, often 
*' afking him, who was the beft of the Spartans, replied, 
** He who is mojl unlike yourf elf J^ Plutarch's Apophthegms. 

• Ver. 160. "Thebard:"— I believe, i(?rrfil/^/cowi^.B. 

Ver. 171 — to ver. 185. There is nothing in all Butler, 
that exceeds the uncleanly fcftivity of thefe lines. *'Pope 
" and Swift (fays Dr. Johnfon) had an unnatural delight 
" ill ideas phyGcally impure ; fuch as every other tongue 
" utters with unwillingnefs, and of which every ear 
" (brinks from the mention." But, as the latter part 
of this paragraph is too ftrongly put to be at all confor- 
mable to experience, fo the want of nature in this propen- 
fity will hardly confift with that uniform difpofition in 
numberlefs writers, ancient as well as modern, and all peo- 
ple, to connedl humour and merriment with thefe " phy- 
" fical impurities." When our circumnavigators, from a 
defire to carry home fome monuments of their new dif- 
covery, had exhaufted the ftores of the inhabitants by an 
interchange of commodities at Otaheite, a waggifh boy, 

who 
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who obferved their eagernefs of curiofityftiU unfatisfied, 
prefented for acceptance by way of barter, with ludi- 
crous formality, a fragment of a f ^v e on a point- 
ed Hick! 

Ver. 20&. Yes, I am proud, I muft be proud, to fee 
Men, not afraid of God, afraid of me.* 

This feems fabricated from the materials of Boilcau^ Dif- 

cours au Roi, ver. 99. 

En vain d'un lache orgueil leur efprit revetu 
Se couvre du mantcau d'une auflcre vertu : 
Leur cosuTy qui fe connoit, et qui fuit la lumiere, 
S^ilfe moque de Dieu^ craint Tartuffe et jVlol'iire. 

Ver. 212. O facred weapon ! left for Truth's defence, 
Sole dread of Folly, Vice, and Infolence ! 
To all but heav'n-diredbcd hands deny'd, 
The Mufe may give thee I but the Gods muil 

guide. 

Bo i lean, TArt Poetique, ii. 145. 

L* ardeur de fe montrer, et non pas de medire, 
jirma la Fente du vers de la Satire. 
And a pretty paflage in Cowley's poem, on the death of 
Mrs. Philips will illuftrate the noble lines before us : 
But wit's like a luxuriant vine 
Unlefs to Virtue's prop it join, 

Firm and eredt towards Heaven bound 5 
Though it with beauteous leaves and pleafant fruit be 
crown'd, 
It lies, deform'd and rotting, on the ground. 

Ver, 223. The Mufe's wing (liall brufti you all away. 

Anexquifite verfe, of which Mr. Gray\iZ% made excellent 
ufe in his Ods on Spring ; ■ 

Brujh'd 
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Brujh^dhj the hand of rough mifchance. 
Or chill'd by age — . 

Ver. 226. dead born from the prefs. 

— Un Tafle Fran9ois, en naljfant oubl'tL 

Boileau's Lutrin, v. 144. 

Vcr. 230. Not Waller's wreath can hide the nation*s fear. 

An allufion, perhaps, to what is related of Julius Csefar, 
that he wore a wreath of laurel to conceal his baldnefs. 

Ver. 234. Her prieftefs Mufe forbids the good to die, 
And opes the temple of Eternity. 

This is imitated from MlltorC^ Comus, ver. 13. 

Yet fome there be that by due ftcps afpire 

To lay their juft hands on that golden key 

That opei the 'palace of Eternity, 
The fentiment itfelf is in Horace j Ode iv. 8. 

Dignum laude virum Mufa vetat mori -y 

Coelo Mufa beat : 

The Mufe forbids great worth to die : 

On whom fhe will beftows the fkv. Creech. 
Or thus by Mr. Mafon^ to the beft of my recolledion : 

truft this Sabine Urain : 

The Mufe forbicjs the virtuous man to die. 
It can fcarpely be doubted, that Gray availed himfelf of 
his predeceflbrs, in his Progrefs of Poetry : 

Thine too thefe golden keysy immortal boy ! 
This can unlock the gates of Joy ; 
Of llorror that, and thrilling fears. 

Or ope the facred fource of fympathetic tears. 

Ver. 238. For other ftars than * and * * wear, 

And may defcend to Mordirgton from Stair. 

That is, Kent and Grafton. The next line wants expla- 
nation* 
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nation. I have fome notion Lord Afordington- kept a 
gaming-houfe. B. 

Ver. 240. Such as on Hough's unfuUy'd mitre fhinc. 

Dr. John Hough, fucceflively Bifiiop of Oxford, Lich- 
field, and Worcefter, was born in 1655, and died May 8, 
1743, at the very advanced age of ninety-two, after an 
cpifcopacy of fifty- three years. 

When Dr. Frederic CornwaUisy late archbifliop of Can- 
terbury, was panting for the bifiiopric of Lichfield, where 
the death of Hough, by the procefs of tranflation, was 
cxpedbed to make a vacancy ; he paid a vifit, as if from 
the accidental circumftance of being in the neighbour- 
hood, to the venerable prelate at Hartlebury, with the 
crozier and mitre dancing before his eyes. The facetious 
veteran, who fufpefted the motive of his impatient vi- 
fitor, put on the appearance of juvenile hilarity, and en- 
tertained a numerous company with uncommon feftivity 
and fpirit. The mortified afpirant foon requefted per- 
miflion to retire, as if in want of reft from the fatigues 
of his journey ; and, as he quitted the room, the old 
bifliop, turning to his guefts, exclaimed, with a waggifli 
look, and a tone of brifker vivacity, ** Come, gentlemen ! 
** now we have fent the young fellow to bed, let us 
*' crack the other bottle !** 

This anecdote was told me by a contemporary of thofe 
prelates, ftill living, and at that time curate to Dr. Lynch, 
at St. Crofs : fee my Evidences of Chriftianity, pp. 136, 
137. fecond edition. 

Ver. 241. Or beam, good Digby, from a heart like thine. 

Thechara£ler of theallufion requires a flight amendment 
here : 

Oif beam, good Digby, from a breajl like thine ; 

beciiufe 
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becaufe the beam in queftion can proceed fram the fur-i 
face only. On this account the exception does not lie 
againft Sat. ii. 1. 108. of the Imitations : 
Bare the mean heart that lurks beneath a ftar. 

Ver. 249. When Truth ftands tremblmg on the edge of 
Law : 

that IS, " When Truth is in danger of beings cut by the 
** edge of legal refentment, fliarply whetted againft the 
" fatirift, who has the boldnefs to aflert her caufe.'* 
Compare ver. 212. But I am not fure that I underftand 
the paflage, and fhall be glad to fee my interpretation 
fuperfeded by a better. , 

Ver. 251. Are none, none living ? let me praife the dead. 

This raifes to memory the conclufion of JuvenaPs firll 

Satire : 

' experiar quid concedatur in illos 

Quorum Flaminia tegitur cinis, atque Latina : 
Since none the living villains dare implead, 
Arraign them in the perfons of the dead. Drydcyi. 

Ver. 255. And write next winter more EJfays on Man. 
This feems to imply a general admiration of that poem in 
the public. 



THE DUNCIAD. 



BOOK I. 



VER. 2. —"the Smithfield Mufes :" that is, the 
vzilgar and venal trztti of New- Year and Birth-Day Odes. 

Ver- &. 
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Ver. 6. Still Dilnce the fecond reigns like Dunce the fiffl",' 

A fatirical dafh at the reigning monarch, George the- 
Second : and fuch was our poet's propenfity to kingly 
caftigation, that, had he been living now, he. would have 
been incredulous enough to prefume the happy period, 
for which Plato (ighed, when kings fhould be philofo- 
phers, not yet arrived ; and, without all peradventure, 
audacious enough (os hominis !) to have written,* with 
fuitable chronological accommodation, 

Still Dunce the thirdy like Dunce the fecond, reigns. 

ScribleruSy in MSS. 
This fuppofition of the good Scriblerus, though fome- 
what harfli, appears, it muft be owned, not altogether 
improbable. To out poet we may well apply his cha- 
racter of Therfites, in Iliad ii. 27O. 
UlyfTes or Achilles ftill his theme; 
But royal ftandal his delight fupreme. 
And this uncourtly difpofition will be happily exempFified 
by one of the very fined paflages in his magnificent ver- 
fion of that divine poem ; which. On that account, I 
tranfcribe with lefs reluGance, in proof of the prefent 
topic, for the gratification of the reader i Iliad xxi. 140. 
Lie there, Lycaon ! Lef the fifltfurround 
Thy bloated corpfe, and fuck thy gory wound. 
There no fad mother fliall thy funerals weep. 
But fwift Scamander roll thee to the deep ; 
Whofe ef ery wave fome watery monfter brings 
To feafl unpunifli'd on the fat o/" Kings : 
for which farcafm there exifts not a glimpfe of authority 
in his original. Compare Epilogue to the Satires, Dial. ii. 
verr. 220. 221. 225. 243. for other inilances of this hof- 
tility within a (hort diilance from each other. Dr. Jobn- 
fon had the fame pronenei's, and for fimiiar reafons, to fa- 

tixize 
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tirizc the reigning fairiily 5 of which the following epi- 
gram is a pregnant illuilration : 

Auguftus ftill furvives in Marc's drain, 
And Spenfer's verfe prolongs Eliza's reign : 
Great George's afts let tuneful Gibbet fing j 
For Nature form'd the poet for the king. 
The hatred, however, which George the Second mani- 
fefted for ecclefiaftical perfecution, entitles his memory 
to veneration. 

Vcr. II. Daughter of Chaos, and eternal Night. 

Conformably to Afiltoris do£lrine, Par: Loft. ii. 894, 
and 960. 

. i where cideft Night 

And Chaosy anceftors of Nature, hold 

Eternal anarchy : 



- when ftrait behold the throne 



Of Chaosy and his dark pavilion fpread 

Wide on the wafteful deep: with him enthron'd 

Sat fatle-vefted Nighty eldejl of things,- 

The confort of his reign. 

Ver. 14. Grofs as her fire, and as her mother grave; 

A parody on a verfe of Dry deny JEn. vii. 1044. 
Fam'd as hisjircy and as his mother fair. 

Ver. 18. For, born a Goddefs, Dulnefs never dies. 

So Slothy in the Difpenfaryj i. 1 16. 

With godhead born, but cursed that cannot die. 
Our poet in his Iliad, v. 1 091. 

Condemn'd to pain, though fated not to die. 

Ver. 19. O thou, whatever title pleafe thine ear. 
Dean, Drapier, Bickor/lafF, or Gulliver. 

A parody of the praftice of graver and fublimer poe-- 

try : as Par. Loft. iii. a. a truly divine pafTage 1 

Or 
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Or of th* eternal co-eternal beam 

May I exprefs thee unblam'd ? 

Or hear'ft thou rather pure aetherial ftream ? 
As Horace in his Odes, and elfewhere : 
Sive tu Lucina probas vocari, 
Seu Genityllis. 

Vcr. 28. To hatch a new Saturnian race of lead : 

for the old Saturnian race was oi gold* So Hall, Book ili. 

Sat. I. from Juvenal, vi. i . in very polifhed vcrfes for 

that age : 
Time was, and that was termed the time of goldy 
When World and Time were young, that now are old: 
When quiet Saturne fway'd the mace of leady 
And Pride was yet unborne, and yet unbred. 

Our poet further develops this thought in Dunciad, iv. 15. 
Of dull and venal a new world to mould. 
And bring Saturnian days of lead and gold* 

Vcr. 29. Clole to thole walls where Folly holds hsr 
throne — . 

Dryden^ in Mac-Flecknoe : 
Clofe to the walls j which fair Augufla bind — • 

Ver. 32. Great Gibber's brazen, brainlefs brothers Hand. 

Thefe alliterations have an excellent effcft in heightening 
the feftivity of humourous poetry : nor are they cenfu- 
rable, I think, in that of a graver charafter, where not 
afFeftedly elaborate, and no terms more expreffive could 
be chofen ; as in Gray's Bard : 
Ruin feize thee, ruthlefs king ! 

Ver. 33. One cell there is, concealed from vulgar eye. 

Dryden^s Virgil, Geo. iv. 604, 

A large recefsy conceaVd from human eyes. 

6 Ver. 36. 
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Ver. 36. Emblem of mufic caus'd by Emptinefs : 
that is, " Of bowel muGc ; when Emptinefs, ftatioiied in 
« that organ, in hollow accents plaintively murmurs 
*• cupboard**^ 

Ver. 40, ■ — -lintot^s rubric poft. 

As in the Prologue to the Satires, ver. 215. 

What though my name ftood rubric on the walls. 

Or plaifter'd polls, with claps, in capitals? 
So in fome vcrfes in Pope's Mifcellany by Lintot: 

They print their names in letters fmall, 

Bur Lintot ftands in capita/. 
In which poem but an uncleanly encomium is given to 
that Mifcellany of this chapman, in competition with 
learned publications : • 

Their books are ufeful but to few, 

A fcholar, or a wit or two : 

Lintot* s for general ufe are fit, 

For fome folks read, but all folks • 

Ver. 52. Poetic Juftice, with her lifted fcale. 

As in his MefCah, ver. 18. 

Returning Juftice lift aloft her fcale : 
a motto, recommended by me, and adopted, for the medal 
in commemoration of the late acquittals for High Treafon, 
where Briti(h Liberty is reprefented as expiring, but 
rcfreflied and fuftained by Juftice, 

Ver. 55. Here (lie beholds the Chaos dark and deep, 

Where namelefs Somethings in their caufes fleep. 

Milton^ Par. Loft, iii. 11. 

The rifing world of waters, dark and deep. 
G^2r/>&'s Difpenfary, vi. 113. 

U Here 
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Here his forfaken feat old Chaos keeps ; 
And, undifturb'd by Form, in filence fleeps: . 
which is an imitation of a fine paflage in Cowley^ David, i* 

79- 

Where their vaft court the mother-waters keep ; 

And, undifturb'd by moons, in filence fleep. 
This whole defcriptipn of literary infipidities, in our 
poets, exceeds, for ingenuity of thought and dexterity of 
expreffion, any thing fimilar within my knowledge^ of 
ancient or modern authors. An ample acknowledge- 
ment, however, muft be paid to Dryderiy who fupplied 
the parody of Cowley and the general conception of the 
paflage, in his Mac Flecknoe : 

Where their vaft courts the mother-ftrumpets keep, 

And, undifturb'd by watch, in filence fleep. 

Near thefe a nurfery erefts its head, 

Where queens are form'd, and future heroes b;-ed; 

Where unfledg'd aftors learn to laugh and cry, 

Where infant punks their tender voices try, 

And little.Maximins the gods defy — . 

Pure clinches the fuburbian Mufe affords, 

And Panton waging harmlefs war with words. 

Ven 6"]. She fees a mob of Metaphors advance, . 

Pleas'd with the madnefs of the mazy dance. 

An elegant paragraph in the Letters of Junius^ the mofl: 
harmonioufly flowing of all writers, to Sir William Draper, 
feems to have profited from this couplet : " Maflcs, hatch- 
** ets, racks, and vipers ^<3«<:f through your letters in all the 
** ma%es of metaphorical confufion. Thefe are the gloomy 
" icompanions of a difturbed imagination : the melau- 
^* choly madnefs of poetry, without the infpiration." 

Ver. 7f. 



! 
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Ver. 71. How Time himfelf ftands dill at her command. 

This line alfo will remind the reader of that fublime verfe 
of Johnfon*^^ before quoted in thefe notes 2 
And pahting-Timc toil'd after him in vain* 

Ver. 80. i— — thro* fogs that magnify the fcene. 

Compare yer. 26a. below, with the Eflay on Criticifm, 
ver. 392. and the notes there. 

Ver. 98. And fure fucceflion down from Heywood's days. 
She faw with joy the line immortal run. 

He had in view Dryden^s tranflatlon at Virg.Geo. iv. 3034 
"Th* immortal line in fure fuccejfion reigns. 

Ver. 107. In each llie marks her image full exprefl. 

Dryderiy in Mac*Flecknoe : 
Shadwdl alone my perfefi; image beats. 

Ver. 1 1 7. Sinking from thought to thought, a vaft prd* 
found ! 

Befides an allufion toSatan's precipitation in the fecond book 
of Paradife Loft, our poet probably confulted Rochejier 
alfo, at a vigorous paitage in his Satire againft Mankind ; 

Stumbling, from thought to thought, falls headlong 
down 

Into Doubt's boundlefs fea; where^ like to drown, 

Books bear him up a while, and make him try 

To fwim with bladders of philofophy. 

Ver. 1 26. Fruits of dull heat, and footefkins of wit. 

JDryden^ in Mac-Flecknoe : 
But fure thou*rtbut a kilderkin of wit. 

Ver. 13c. And fuck'd all o*er, like an induftrious bug. 

" U 2 Chan|r<s 
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Change this loathfome inkSt into a betf and you have 

panegyric inftead of fatirCf without any alteration of the 

fimilitude. 

Charm'd with her learning, with what rapture he 
Hangs on her bloom, like an indujirious bee. 

Toungy Sat; v. 384. 

By fuch narrow limits, like the confines of night and 

day, 

are Praife and Cenfure, Vice and Virtue, nicely difcri- 
minated ! "' Epithets alfo" (fays Jrtjlotle in his Rhe- 
toric, iii. 22. 9. ed. Oxon. and the fame is equally true of 
every adjunft, whether phrafe or fimile) "may befetch- 
'* ed either from difparaging circumftances, as, a mother-' 
" Jlcivghterer \ or from laudable, as, an avenger of bis 
" father. So Simonides, when the man, who had gained 
*' the prize in the mule race, gave him but a fmall fee 
^* for his ode, ftiled the beads, with apparent vexation 
** and difcontenr, Progeny of the ajs : but, on receiving an 
" additional gratuity, fpouted forth in fublimer ftrain, 
" Hail, Daux^hters of the steed, with feet like 
^ " wings!" 

Ver. 133. There haplefs Shakefpeare, yet of Tibbald fore, 
Wifh'd he had blotted for himfelf before. 

"So in his Imitations, Epift. ii. i. 279. 

And fluent Shakefpeare fcarce effac'd a line : 
referring to the abfurd commendation of the players, that 
Shakfpeare *' never blotted a line :" fee Warburton's 
note on this pafiage of the Dunciad. The following 
Epigram, occafioiied by a Lady's Subfcription of 40I. to 
Tibbald's Shakfpeare, may not be unacceptable to the 
reader : 

An 
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An Emprefs once gave Virgil many a pound : 
For what? for writing things that made her fwound. 
The fame why fliould not then Sempronia doj 
ToTib* for writing things that make one f— w ? 
So Bentleyy of Barnes's Homer : '' From thence I dipp'd 
** into his f ulfome esrtAoy®- • enough to make a man fpew^ 
^\ that fees the vanity and infolence of the writsr." 

Vcr. 143. Here all his fuflPring brotherhood retire, 

And *fcape the martyrdom of jak'es and fire. 

Other wicked wits have brandiflied their pungent fatire of 
this kind againft the traniient produdions of their lefs 
happy brethren. So Garth^ in his Difpenfary, iv. 127. 
with elegant feftivity: 

Abandon'd authors here a refuge meet. 
And from the world to duft and worms retreat. 
Here dregs and fediments of au£):ion6 reign, 
Refufe of fairs, and gleanings of Duck-lane — . 
Hither, retrieved from cooks and grocers, come 
Mede's works entire, and endlefs reams of filome* 
See EfTay on Criticifixiy vcr. 445. — Toung^ Sat. iv^ 175. 
Ah ! what avails it, when his dinner's loft, 
That his triumphant name adorns a poft ? 
Or, that his Ibining page, provoking fate ! 
Defends Sirloins, which fons of Dulnefs eat ? 
Oldhaniy whofe fatiric powers were very confider^ble, 
might fupply Pope with i\i\% phjifical impurity \ who, how- 
ever, did but fpur the willing courfer : p. 300. 
Then who'll not laugh to fee th' immortal name 
To vile Mundungus made a martyr flame ? 
And all thy deathlefs monuments of wit 
fVipe porters* tailsy or mount in paper kite ? 
by which our poet profited below, at ver, 234. 

U 3 Where 
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Where vile Mundungus trucks for viler rhymes i 
;is appears from another verfe of Oldham at the fame 
place : 

And truci for pots of ale next Stourbridge Fair. 
After all, this fragrant flower was probjJ>ly culled from tho 
parterre of Dryden^ in his Mac-Flecknoe : 

Froni dufty (hops neglefted authors come, ' 

Ji^artyrs of pies ^ and reliques of the bum. 

Much Heywood, Shirley^ t)gleby, ther^ lay, 

But loads of Sh^d^i^ell ^Imoft chok'd the way :" 
a paflage iipitated by our poet below, ver. 1 56. and above, 
ver. 122. 

Ver. 145. " A Gothic Library !"— much inferiour in 
mock majefty to the original reading, "A Gothic Va- 
'« ticanr 

Ver. 152. This verfe flood at firft, not fo well : 

Old bodies of philofophy appear :* 
as "a body of philofophy** is much lefs in ufe than 
" a body of divinity" fuch as Doolittle, and many others, 
have given to the world ; whofe place can no where be 
found. 

Ver. 158. An hpc^tomb of pure unfully'd lays. 

Verily the drift of our poet is fomewhaD dubious in this 
place : whether he meaneth this purity^ of their prefent 
ftate, as they were guiltjefs of dirty fingers, bbcaufe no 
pian had read them ; or prophetically fpeaketh, in the 
primitive charafler of a poet, concerning their future and 
final deflinatipn to the facrificial (ire, (which is the moft 
purgative of all the elements, and is tl^HS celebrated as 
^uch at ver. 227. 

Go, puriffdhj flames, afcend the flcy) 

and 
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and of their confequent efcape from that impure alterna- 
tive of martyrdom, on which we have defcanted irtl our 
illuminating commentary at ver. 143. of this deferable 
performance. Sdriblerus in MSS* 

Ver. 168. — " the Butt and Bays :'* that is, the butt of 
malmfey, which is a part of the Laureat's remuneration 
for his goodly fongs : fee below, ver. 293. 

- Ver. 1 70. To this our head, like byafs to the bowl, 

Which, as more ponderous, made its aim more 

true, 
Obliquely wadling to the mark in view. 

An improvement on Drydens Mac-FIecknoe : 
This is that boafted bias of the mind ; 
By which, one way, to dulnefs 'tis inclin*d : 
Which makes thy writings lean on one fide ftill, ^ 
And, in all changes, that way bends thy will. 

Ver. 188. And once betrayed me into common fenfe. 
Alluding, I prefume, to the fame performance, which he 
has fo handfoQiely commended in his Imitations, Epift. 
ii. I. 92. 

To Gammer Gurton if it gives the bays. 
And yet deny the Car clefs Hujhand praife. 

Ver. 239. r-at once be bleft 

In Shad well's bofoni with eternal ^eft. 

An indecorous allufion to Luke xvi. 22. and in the fama 
manner below, ver. 301. and ii.* 174. 

Ver. 244. ■ the matter of the *fev'nfoM face, 

A happy parody on Oz//V, Met. xiii. 2. 

' — ' clypei dominus feptemplicis Ajaxa' . 

—the majier of the fev^nfold fliield. Dryden. 

U 4 Ver. 247., 
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Vcf 4 ^47. Then lights the ftru6ture with averted eyes- 
An imitation of Virgily Mn* vi. 223, . 

' ^fvbjeftam, more parentum 

Avcrfi, tenucre faccm: 

And fire the pile, their faces tum'd away. Dryden. 

Ver. 255. Tears gufli'd again, as from pale Priam's eyes. 
When the lafl blaze fent Ilion to the ikies. 

*^ O' my confcience," feys the Irifliman, " the eel is the 
" longeft'Uv'd creature I ever knew, after it is dead J* 
Priam lived to fee the beginning of the conflagration, but 
not the end of it ; having been murdered, according to 
Virgil, not very late in the fatal evening. A little of that 
learning, which his abfurd petulance led him to ridicule in 
Bentley, would have been of fervice to Pope on this and 
fome other occafions. A curfory recolledlion of Dry^ 
den's verfion, at JEn. ii. 692. might poflibly be the caufe 
of his miftake. 

Ver. 260. A veil of fogs dilates her awful face. 

He had his eye on a couplet of Dryden^ in Mac-FIecknoc* 
a couplet of incomparable elegance : 

His brows thick fogs, inftead of glories, grace ; 

And lambent dulnefs playM around his face. 
Thefe glories of Chriftian faints were tranfmitted, I 
prefume, like the generality of Popifh fuperftitions, from 
their heathen anceftors; and originated in thofe A^m^^M^. 
Jitimes of fabulifts, reputed prophetical of extraordinary 
fame : fee Virgil's iEneid, ii. 682. Florus^ i. 6« and the 
commentators there. 

Ver. 287. The God^efs then, o'epr his anointed head — . 
Dry deny in the Satire fo often quoted : 

AH 



r 
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All arguments^ l^ut oioft bh fhy^, perfuadcy 
That for anointed dulnefs he was made. 

Ver. 326. And Colli each butcher roars at Hockley-hole. 

The place is marked as the refidence of the fame frater- 
nity by Gay^ in his Trivia, ii. 409. 
Behind him nioves^ majeftically dull, 
The pride of Hockley-hole^ the furly bull: 
and the paflage in general is imitated from DrydeiC% 
Mac-Flecknoe: ^ 

Echoes from P — ff—g- Alley Shadwell call, 
And Shadwell they refound fro;n Afton-Hall. 



BOOK II. 

VER. a. or Fleckno*s Irifh throne : 

of whom thus Dryden : 

. The hoary prince in majefty appeared. 

High en a throne of his own labours rear'd. 

Ver. 4. " fragrant grains.'' This cleanly periphrafis 
owed it's origin, I prefume, to a paffage in Hudibrasy ii. 
2. 627. 

Next one upon a pair of panniers, 

Full fraught with that, which, for good manners^ 

Shall here be namelefs, mixt ^with grains^ 

Which he difpers'd among the fwains. 

Ver. 7. ^ All eyes dire<a their rays 

. On him, and crowd? turn coxcombs as they gaze. 

This refemhles Addijon^ in his Verfes to Sir Godfrey 
Kneller: 

WhUft 
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Whilft all his gracious afpefl: praife. 

And crowds grow ioyal as they gaze. 
And the reader will obtfervei that the poet here gives the 
eye a command over the medium of vifion, as if a material 
appendage of the injlrument : as in his Meffiah, ver. 39, 
very poetically : 

He from thick films fliall purge the vifual ray : 
where fee the notes. 

Ver. 10. new bronze their face. 

The Laureat, in fome verfes on himfelf, did not difclaim a 
portion of this quality. Life of Gibber, p. 3. 4th edit. 
Nature and Art in thee combine. 

Thy talents here excel : 
All JJyining hrafs thou dofl auijhlney 
To play the cheat fo well. 

Ver. II. So from the fun*s broad beam, in fliallow unis, 

Heav'n's twinkling fparks draw light, and point 
their horns. 

The imagery o£ the paflage is exquifitely delicate and 
beautiful. There is one defe£l, however, which is, that 
the twinkling fparks are properly \ht fixed Jlarsy when the 
paffage, from it's general meaning, and the particular 
term horns y mud be underftood to fpeak of the planets 
only. There are more elegancies in poetry, originating 
from the confideration of Ught^ the atherial Jlream of 
our epic bard, as a fluids than from almoft any other 
fource whatever. Indeed the prefcnt couplet is entirely 
conftrufled from Milton^ Par. Loft, vii. 364. where the 
great artift acquits himfelf with confummate fkiil : 
Of light by far the greater part he took, 
Tranfplanted from her cloudy flirine, and plac'd 
In the fun's orb, made porous to receive 

And 
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And drink the liquid lights firm to retain 
Her gathered beams ; great palace now of light. 
Hither> as to their fountain^ other ftars 
Reffkiring, In their golden urns draw light ; 
And hence the morning-planet gilds her horm, 
I wifh he had. written transfufed for tranfpldntedy in the 
fecond verfeof the quotation. — Hughesy in his Ode on the 
Houfe of Naflau : 

The fun of glory, which fo bright 

Beam'd on all the darling line, 
Did, from its golden urn of lights 
On William's head redoubled fliine. 
Sterllng^js Paraphrafe on Job> chap, xxviii. 
Who feeds the urn of unexhaufted day. 
While the chcer'd world blefs the difFufive ray ? 
Where, had he written ^//j for feeds, the couplet would 
have tifen above mediocrity. I have illuftrated tliis 
pleafing figure elfewhere, at Virgil's Eel. vi. 33. and 
Lucretius, ii. 147. v. 282. 

Ver. 17. The reader may fee a couplet like this in his 
Ddyfley, xxiv. 107. and in the next, ^ 

an endlefs band 

Pours forth, and leaves unpeopled half the land ; 
our poet treads in the fteps of Virgil^ j3En. viii. 7. 

undique cogunt 

Auxilia, et latos vaftant cultoribus agros- 

Ver. 29. But now (fo Anne and Piety ordain) 

A church colleds the faints of Drury-lane. 

After DrydeHf in his Mac-Flecknoe : 
A watch-toTver once ; but now, fo fate ordains,. 
Qf all the pile an empty name remains* 

Ver. 50. 
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Ver. 50. and call*d the phantom Moore. 

Jam^s Moore Smithy faientioned alfo in the Prologue to 

the SatireS) ver. 385. He was memorable as a plagiary ; 

and from that imputation arofe the following waggiih 

epigram : 

To prove himfeif no plagiary, Moore 
Has writ fuch ftuff as none e'er writ before. 
Thy prudence, Moore, is like that Irifli wif, 
Who (hew'd his breech, to prove 'twas not b 1. 

Ver. 54. An imitation of Ftrgii, JEn. v. 382. or rather 
of Homerj 11. xxiii. 666. 676. 

Ver. 57. "Fear held them mute :" oxny sygvoyro cumn' 
Homer : who is followed by Miltony Par. Loft, ii. 420. 

• all fat mute, 

Pond'ring the danger with deep thoughts—. 

Ver, 62. He left huge Lintot, and outftrippM the wind. 

This alfo is imitated from Virgily Mn, v. 318. 
Primus abit, longeque ante omnia corpora Nifus, 
Emicat, et ventis et fulminis ocyor alis. 

Ver. 67. With arms expanded Barnard rows his ftate, 
And left-legg'd Jacob fcems to emulate. 

That is, Jacob Ton/on \ to whom Dryden^ on being 

refufed the price afked for his VirgiJ, fent the following 

verfes : 

With leering look, bull-fac'd, and freckled fair, 

PVith two left legsj with Judas-colour'i 

And frowzy pores, that taint the ambient 

adding to the meffenger, " Tell the dog, that he who 

" wrote them, can write more.'*— The money was paid 

accordingly." 

6 The 
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The couplet before us ftood thus in a former edition: 
With le^&^ expanded Barnard urg*d the race^ 
And feenCd to emulate great Jacob's pace. 

Ver. 70. " Curl's Corinna :" Mrs. Thomas : fee 
Swift's Verfes upon her, vol. vii. p. 78. of Sheridan's 
edition. 

Ver. 77. if poets aught of truth declare : ' 

■_ — fi quid habent veri vatum prxfagia : 

Ovid, Met. fin. 
And Curl's prayer is an imitation of Cloanthus, Virg. 
^n. V. 234. and of UJyfles, Jlom. 11. xxiii. 770. ' 

Ver, 83. A place there is betwixt earth, air, and feas : 

compare Temple of Fame, ver. 11. with this place. 

Ver. 85. There in his feat two fpacious vents appear. 

This verfe remindeth the good Scriblerus of a rxierry 
conceit, prevalent among the provincial ruftics in a 
midland countyof this realm, that the age of an animal, 
called a badger, may be known from the number of vents ' 
in his feat: the creature being blefied with an additional 
vent for every additional year of his exlftence? from the ' 
extraordinary benevolence of Nature for his relief.— 
And, moreover, the two vents of Jove here fpoken of 
will remind the claflical reader of the two cafes attributed 
to this God by the venerable father of poetry ; one of 
which was, doubtlefs, a cafk of ale for good men, and 
one off mail beer for the profane. Idem in MSS. 

Ver. 91. Amus'd he reads, and then returns the bills, 

Signed with that Ichor, which from Gods diftills. 

When a certain deferter from his political aflbciation, 
fmce exalted to fuch nobility as kings can beftow, had 

determined 
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determined on fece(&dn^> he is faid, among other lettets 

of apology, to have written one to the late L d 

S ^h, who replied as follows : *' L d S ^h pre* 

** fents his compliments to Mr. * * * * : he has received 
^* his letter : it is now before him ; and in a few minutes 
« will be behind him." 

Ver. 104. As oil'd with magic juices for the courfe. 

Alluding, I apprehend, to the ancient praftice of anoint- 
ing the body with oil, preparatory to the gymnic exercifes^ 
Warburton*s note feem? too remote and Angular to have 
fupplied the comparifon. 

Ver. 108. Nor heeds the brown difhonours of his face. 

This very ludicrous defcription may have received fome 
improvement from Pafnel's verfion of Homer's Batracho* 
muomachia. Part iii. 
This faw Pelobates ; and from the flood 
Heav'd with both hands a monftrous mafs of mud : 
The cloud obfcene o'er all the hero flies, 
\ Di/honours his brown face^ and blots his eyes. 

Ver. 1 14. His papers light fly diverfe, toft in air. 

■ *' Then hoxhr-Jlevj diverfe — toji up and down :" Par* 
" Loft, X. 284. 

Ver. 121. Heav*n rings withlaughten 
So Homeryhnt in another fenfe, II. i. 599. 

And unextinguifh'd laughter fhakes the Ikies. Pope* 

Ver« 126. " Breval." See an account of him and his 
works, and the caufe of Pope's refentment, in the lift of 
dramatic authors, fubjoined to Gibber's life of himfelf, 
4th edition. 

Ver. iflrd. 
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Ven 128. Hegrafps an empty Jofcph for a Johfi. 

A pleafant allufion to Ixion, embracing a cloud inftead 
of Juno ; or a parody on Homer, II. iii. 376. 

Kbivk JIe rpupoKEia a/A* s(y9Ciro x^^p^ 9rrt%eiij : 

And left an empty helmet in his hand. Pope. 

Ver. 148. And Tutchin, flagrant from the fcourge belo\r. 

Away with the falfe delicacy of audacious editors^ in- 
terpolating our nobleft authors, and rooting from the 
poetic garden it's moft odoriferous flowers ! Reftore in- 
ftantly, at my peril, the genuine le£lion of the verfe, 
v^hich if the poet himfelf were to deny, I would not 
believe him : 

And Tutchin, yj-<2^rfl«/ from the fcourge, below. 
See what an admirable improvement from a fingle letter ! 
Has not our poet in reality faid the fame tl^ng above, at 
ver. 3. a high-colour'd and precious pafl!age ? 

Or that where on her Curls the public pours, •" 

AW'hountconSj fragrant grains and golden Jhow^ru 
Who is fo ignorant as not to know the efl^eft oi fea% on. 
the inteftinal conftitution ? Vtrgil was one of your deli* 
cate mealy-mouthed gentlemen, who difguifed Nature in 
general defcription : 

cur ante tubam tremor occupat art us } 

"Why trembling wait the trumpet's martial found ? 
But Juvenal fpeaks out, like a more honeft votary of 
Truth and Nature : 

folviSnt tibi cornua ventrem : 

The clarion's clangor proves a purge to thee. 
Why need T mention the fuperiour eficft to the eyes of • 

the fpeftators, and the additional allurement to the can- 
didates, from the delineation of fuch a gaudy colour on ^ ' . ♦ 
the tapeftry, with the graceful exhibition of a parabolic * 

curve 
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curve in the trajeftory of the ptojcdile ? Surely, furcly, 
we have fufficiently afcertained thejeafonabienefs of our 
emendation ! but, to overpower every fcruple, let our 
poet be his own interpreter, ver. 154. 

Our purgingsy pumpings, blanketings, and blows. 

Scriblerus^in MSB. 
With all fubmiiBon to fuch great authority, we are of 
opinion, that the venerable critic's partiality for conjec- 
tural emendation has led him unneceiTarily to an altera- 
tion of the text. Even Horace might have taught him 
the propriety of the prefent reading, Epift. i. 16, 47. 

habes pretium, ioris non urerisy aio : 

and again Epod. iv. 3. (after Lucretius, iii. 1032.) 

Hibericis perufte funibm latus : 
bi\t a1)ove all his immediate predecefTor Trior ^ in Henry 
and Emma : * 

The beadle's lafli ftill flagrant on their back. 

Ver. I jo. The very worfted ftill look'd black and blu». 

In this inimitable pleafantry, he probably meant to par- 
ody fome as fine lines as ever were written, in Ovid's 
Metamorphofes : fee the note 6n Mofchus,ii. 1 11. in my 
' edition of that poet. 






Ver. 1 56. And the frefli vomit run for ever green. 

Tickelly in his poem on Oxford ; 
New beauties Ihall adorn our l^lvan fcene, 
f * And in thy numbers grow for ever green. 

'Ver. 169. One on his rfianly confidence relies, 
One on his vigour and fupcriour fize. 

• •' ,. This couplet is clbfely conftrufled from Dryden's verfion 
of the paflage imitated, iEn. v. 570. 

One 



% 



ON POPE. 

One on his youth and pliant limbs relies \ 
One on his finews and his giant yfzf. 



z^i 



Vcr.,205. Bentley his mouth with claffic iflatt'ry opes, 
And the pufiPd orator burfts out in tropes. 

An imitation of Butler, Hudibras, i. I. 8i. 
For rhetoric, he could not ope 
His ntoutb^hnt out there flew a trope. 

Ver. 211. "The pleafing pain:" as' in the cafe of 
a certain vulgar diforder, which a Scotch peer is re- 
ported to have faid, he would not be without ou any 
account, yir the pleafure of fcraiching* 

Ver. 226. With thunder rumbling from the muftard bowl. 
Thunder was imitated on the Roman ftage by rolling huge 
ftones along, or down a declivity, devolutis Aonitrubus^ 
Phaedrus, v. 7. 23. where fee the conimentators. 

Ver. 256. High found, attemper'd to the vocal nofe. 

A dextrous ufe is made of this humouious line in the 
third ftanza of the Parody on Gray\ Elegy : 
Save that in yonder cobweb-mantled room, 
Where lies a (ludent in profound repofe, 
Opprefs'd with ale, wide echoes through the gloom 
The droning mufic of his vocal nofe. 

Ver. 259. But far o'er all fonorous Blackmore'^ ftrain ; 
Walls, flceples, (kies bray back to him again. 

Numerous are the pafTages in ancient poetry, that refem- 
ble this couplet ; but it were fuperfluous to quote them. 
I muft obferve, however, that Warburton in vain at- 
tempts to make Blackmore ridiculous for endeavouring 
to ennoble the word bray by its application to xh^ found 

X ■ ■ Pf 
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of armour^ &c. for^ (to mention no more authors) fo Mil* 
ioriy in Par. Loft, vi. 209, 

armi on armour clafhing bray*d 

Horrible difcord : 
and Smith f of trumpets^ in Phsedraand Hippolytus, ASt Xi 

with clafliing (hields, and braying trumpets* 

Ven 263. Long Chanc'ry lane retentive tolls the found. 
And courts to courts return it round and round. 

The verfification and the fatire are alike admirable. He 

feems to have had in his eye VirgiVs lEntiiy v. 148. 
Tum plaufu fremituque virum, ftudiisque faventum, 
Confonat omne nemus, vocemque inclufa volutant 
Litora : pulfati colles clamore refultant. 
CrieS) murmurs^ clamours, with a mixing found, 
From woods to woods, from, hills to hills rebound — . 

Drydei^. 

Daniel de Foe^ in his True-born Engliftiman : 
The gathering air returns the doubling found, 
And long repeating thunders force it round. 

Gafs Rural Sports, addrefied to our poet, i. 63. 
Whofe rolling current, winding round and round. 
With frequent falls makes all the woodjrefound. 

Vcr. 272. To where Fleet-ditch with difemboguing ftreams 
Rolls the large tribute of dead dogs to Thames : 
. The king of dykes ! than whom no fluice of 
mud 
With deeper fable blots the filver flood. 

£en Jonfony of the fame coUeftion of filth, in the Epi- 
logue to Every Man in hid Humour : 
And as our cities torrent, bent t* infc£l 
The hallowM bowels of the filver Thames^ 
Is checkt by ftrength and clearnefs of the river. 

Garth 
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Garth is more poetical in his language than either poet, 
and was probably under the contemplation of our author. 
Difpenf. iii. 125. 

Nigh where Flett-ditch defcends in fahle Jir earns ^ 
To wa(h his footy Naiads in the Thames. 

Vcr. 2%i* In naked majefty Oldmixon ftands, 

Andy Miio-like, furveys his arms and hands. 

In former editions great Dennis occupied the place of 
Oldmixon: and the poet was not inattentive to Dryden^s 
verfion of ^he original verfes in Ovid : 
Now faplefs on the verge of death hcjiandsf 
Contemplating his former feet and hands : 
Jndy Milo4ikey his flacken'd finews fees. 
And withered armi — • 
The changes, that took place in the various editions of 
this poem, are a curious fubjed of enquiry and fpecula- 
tioni and plead moft ftrongly againft the reftitudc of our 
poet's fatire, who could fo eafily accommodate, with very 
fimilar language and attributes, very di&rent chaxafters. 
PTarburtons vcrfatiiity is not lefs obfervable and fufpi- 
cious ; who adapts the note at ver. 294. to'^a man of a 
monofyllable name, with trivial adjuftment, from one of 
two fyUables : the original reading having been, " Then 
« * * try'd." 

Ver. 309. ** Aik ye their names ?'* as in Juvenal, 
Sat. X. 219. where Dry den renders, 

J/k me th^ir names ^ I Jo oner could relate — . 

Ver. 312. " Mother Ofborne": fee Lord CheJlerfiehP^ 
paper in t^og's Journal, No. 376, and Matys note there. 

Ver. 314. « Thefe are — ah no! thefe were the Ga- 
zetteers !'* 

X 2 A moft 
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A mod facetious parody on Virglly Mn. ii. 325. 

fuimus Trees > fuit Ilium, ct ingcns 

Gloria Teucrorum : 

Troy is no more, and Ilium was a town. Drydm* 

Ver. 315. The paflage flood as follows in the fecond 
edition : , 

Not JVelJled fo : drawn endlong by his fcull, 

Furious he Jinks, 
And in the fame edition, ver. 326. was given thus : 

Lo Smedley rofe in majefty of mud. 

Ven 333. How young Lutetia, fofter than the down, 
Nigrina black, and Merdamante brown — * 
The fabrication of charaaeriftic names is not lefs inge- 
nious and fpecific here than in a paflage of lefs phyfical 
impurity J the Rape of the Lock, Canto ii. ver. 112, to 
116. For the propriety of the epithet to the Naiad Merd- 
amante, a Goddefs, which he will- not find in his Latin 
Diftionary, the reader may confult ver. 108. above, and 
the note there. 

Ver. 34> The paflage ran thus in the fecond edition : 
Pours into Thames : each city bowl is full 
Of the mixt wave, aud all who drink, grow dull. 
How to the banks where bards departed doze. 
They led him foft ; how all the bards arofe : 
T!zy\QT^Jweet bird of Thames, majtjlic bows. 
And Shadwell nods the poppy on his brows : 
fee Book iii. ver. 19 — 23. ^ 

Ver. 357. Prompt or to guard or flab, to faint or damn, 
Heav'n's Swifs, who fight for any God or mart. 

This irreverent infinuation againfl: the difinterefted pu- 
rity of the holy brotherhood our poet has tranflated from 

that 
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that moft redoubtable of Mifo-Parfons, John Dryderiy in 
his Hind and Panther : 

Thofe Siwiffis fight on any fide for pajy 
And 'tis the living that conforms, not they. 
Butler had no more grace thad his unhallowed fuccef- 
fors, but with equal audacity fufpe£ted the motives of 
the clergy in their laudable accommodations of fentl- 
ment to the exigencies of the time, and in becoming all 
things to all men, to all circumftances, and to all doc- 
trines : as witnefs Hudibras, iii. i. 1273. 
What's orthodox, and true believing 
Againft a confcience ? — A good living. 
What makes all doftrines plain and clear ? — 
About two hundred pound a-year. 
And that, which was proved true before. 
Prove falfe again ? — Two hundred more. 
But obferve the melioration of mankind ! A modern wit, 
of no vulgar merit, thus refpeftfully defcribes the bench 
of bifhops, as conforming in godly pra£tice and pious 
refignation to the true fanftity of their venerable order : 
They, ftill obedient to their Maker* s nod, 
Adore their Sovereign^ and refpe^ their God : 
And wait, good men ! all earthly things forgot. 
In humble hope of Enoch* s happy lot. 

Ver. 359. Thus the fecond edition : 
Slow moves the Gpddefs from the fable flood, 
Her prieft preceding, thro' the gates of Lud« 
Her critics there ihe fummons, and proclaims — . 

Ver. 379. At firft, « Three Cambridge fophs :" and 
more properly, as, I believe, the term is not ufed at Ox- 
ford; but he was defirous, no doubt, of avoiding a 
more particular reflection. 

• X 3 Ver. 398. 
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Vcr. 398. knock'd bis chin aad hrczSt^ 

From Dry den* s tranflation of Ovid, Met. x/ 
And raisM his tardy head, which funk again \ 
And, finking on his bofom^ knocked his chin* 

Ver. 400. Yet filcnt bowM to Clings no kingdom here* 

The deliberate unimpaflioned hoftility of Fofe^ and 
the mifanthropic virulence of Swi/tj againft Bi/hop 
Hoadley^ is eafily accounted for upon the fame laudable 
principle, which excited their antipathies in fo many 
other inftances ; namely, his zeal and abilities in vindi- 
cating the civil and religious liberties of mankind. The 
Sermon here alluded to, On the Nature of the Kingdom, 
or Church, of Chrift, is well known to have occafioned a 
long, vehement, and learned debate, under the name of 
the Bangorian Controverfy j of which See, Hoadley was 
at that time bifliop. It was- preached before George 
the Firft, at St. James's, March i, 1717. and publilhed 
by his fpecial command : and foon went through many 
editions. 

In the prefent inftance the fatire is undoubtedly levelled 
with juftice at this medling prelate, for his aflurance in 
fuppofing that Parliaments and Biihops, by their Canons, 
Ads, and Articles, were not infinitely better qualified 
to promulgate laws, for the regulation of the Chriftian 
Church, than Chrift himfelf ! How confufed, myfte- 
rious, and inexplicable is the term of evangelical com- ^ 
munion, as laid dawn by Chrift and his Apoftles, in 
that obfcure and complex propofition, ^ I believe that 
" Jefus is the fon of Ggd !" compared with the perfpi- 
cuity, the Cmplicity, the brevity, and the elegance of 
our Church of England Articles ^ and the Creed of the holy 
Athanafius-! 1 1 

Ver, 405.* 
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Ver. 405, As whtt a Dutchman plumps into thie lakes^ 
One circle firfl, and then a fecond makes. 

Parnellj in his Hermit : 
But, if a ftone the gentle fea divide. 
Swift ruffling circles curl on every fide* 

And note wc on this occafion, {faith the venerable Scrib- 
leruSy in MSS. penes me) the fcrupulous delicacy of 
ourppety in tl>e decent veil^ thrown over the caufe of this 
undulation by the indefinite phrafeology of the firft line : 
havingi I ween^ a further end alfo in view ; th^t grand 
fecret of fine writing, in which fome thing is refpeclfuU 
ly left for the imagination and invention of the reader. 
Nor is Dryden in his Mac-Flecknoe deferving of lefs 
laud for a fimilar inftance of decorum \ whence^ perhaps, 
our poet might learn wifdom : 

About thy .boat the little fifhes throng, 

As at the nwrning»toaft that floats along. 
Noble examples of delicate difcretion for future bards on 
fojteriour occafions ! 

Ver. 410. Round, and more round, o'er all the fea of 
heads. 

A form of reprefentative cxpreflion employed before by. 
Dry Jen ; as in his Cymon and Iphigenia : 

Short and more Jhort^ the miflive weapons fly. 
Compare the note at Eflay on Man, iv. 341. 

Verr. 412. 414. In the f(pcond edition : 
Old James himfelf unfinifli'd kft his talc — . 

Nor Motteux talk* d, nor Nafo whlfper*dmoxc. 

Ver. 415. " Oftrsea" : that is, an oyjier wench : hence. 
In the next verfe, his mother* s tongue. He found this 
faftitious name in Gay's Trivia, iii. 185. 

X4 Ver. 418. 
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Vcr. 418. And all ^ashufh'd, as Folly's fclf lay dead* 

Creech^ in his tranflation of the ftory of Lucrctia, from 
Ovid, Faft.ii. 

And all was bujht^ as Nature's f elf lay dead. 
And Hughe Sy in* his Morning- Apparition : 

All things were hujh^dy as Noife itfelf were dead* 

Ver. 421. Why (hould I fi ng, what Sards the nightly Mufe 
Did flumb'ring vifit, and convey to ftcws ? 

A parody on Paradife Loft, ix. 20. 
If anfwerable ftile I can obtain 
Of my celeftial patronefs, who deigns 
Her nightly vijitation unimplor'd. 
And d'Ulates to meJlumbWing. 

Ver. 425. How Henley lay infpir'd befide a fink. 

As if to imbibe the mepbitic exhalations of the place; an 
cflabliflied vehicle of prophetic influences. So Virgil^ 
uEn. vii, 83. 

nemorum qux maxima facra 

. Fonte fonat, faevamque exhalat opaca mephitim. 

Hinc Italx gentes omnisque CEnotria telius 

In dubiis refponfa petunt. 
The banks of rivers alfo, which is, perhaps, the more 
obvious allufion of the paflage, have ever been the fa- 
vourite fpot of poetic vifion. In this view thofe lines of 
the Penferofo are glorioufly enchanting : 

And the waters murmuring^ • 

With fuch confort as they keep. 

Entice the dewy-feather'd fleep : 

And let fome ftrange myjlerious dream 

Wave at his wings in aery ftream 

Of lively portraiture difpiay'd^^ 

Softly on my eyelids laid. 

Hence 
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Hence Gay^ in his^ural Sports, i. 60. 

Where flows, the murmuring brook, inviting dreams : 
and Gray, in the Elegy : 

His liftlefs length at noon-tide would he ftretch. 
And pore upon the brook that babbles hj. 



BOOK III. 

V£R. 8. He hears loud oracles, and talks with Gods. 
OgUby^s verfion of the pailage, imitated from Virgil, is : 

When wondrous fliapes of fleeting forms appear ; 

He talks with Godsy and doth ftrangc language hear. 
Prior^ in his Simile : 

In noble fongs and lofty odes, 

We tread on ftars, and talk with Gods. 

Vcr. 1 7. Her trcfles ftaring from poetic dreams. 

This is not fufliciently appropriate : the charadier of the 
Sibyl was prophetic rather, and poetry the mere vehicle 
of her tranfports. I fhould prefer : 
Her trefles flaring from ecjlaticdrczms. 

Ver. 22. And Shadwell nods the poppy on his brows. 

I|e took the hint from Drydens Mac-Flecknoe : 
His temples, laft, with poppies were o'erfpread. 
That, noddingj feem'd to confecrate his head. 

Ver. 35. When lo ! a fage appears, 

. By his broad (boulders known — • 

An imitation of Homer ^IL iii. 226. 
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And Settle'sT&f is thus intimated by our poet's matter 

in his Abfalom and Achitophel, Part ii. 

Drink, fwear and roar ; forbear no lewd delight 
Fit for thy bulk : do any thing but write. 

Ver. 38. " His only fuit'- — . Upon which andfuchpaf- 
fages, abundant in our author's fatirical pieces, Johnfoa 
rem!lrks with much truth and equal feverity : " The 
" great topic of his ridicule is poverty : the crimes, with 
** which he reproaches his antagonifts, are their debts, 
" their habitation in the Milit, and their want of a din- 
*' ner. He fcems to be of an opinion, not very uocom* 
** mon in the world, that to w^nt money is to wai^ every 
« thing." 

Ycr. 40. " Another yet the fame" : aViusque et ^ 

idem : Horace in his Carmen Saeculare. 

Ver. 43, Oh born to fee what noiic can fee awake ! 

An imitation jof/^/r^/V, ^ft»vi. 391* . . 

Corpora viva flpfa$ Stygia ye^are carina : 
My boat conveys no living bodies o*er. — Dryden* 

Ver. 49. Who knows how long thy tranfinigratlng fouT 
Might from Bceotian to Bceotian roll ? 

Several paflages of Dry den fecm to have contributed their- 
aflittance here ; as his verfion of Perfius> Sat. vi» 

Who in a drunken dream behdd his/o«/ 

The fifth within the trpnfmigradng roll : 
where that fenfe of roll is appofite : but no utility, beyond 
that of the rhyme, is difcoverable in the term employed 
by our poet ; who found it, however, in his great prcde- 
ceflbr'sOde to the Memory of Mrs. Anne Killigrew : 

But, 
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But, if tby pre-exifihg foul 

Wa$ form'd, at firft, with myriads more. 
It did thro' all the mighty poets rollp 

Who Qreek or Iiatin laurels wore, 

Ven 69. See round the poles, where keener fpangles fhine, 
Where fpices fhioke beneath the burning line. 

Thefe arc excellent verfes indeed ; and may owe fome 
obligations to a very animated and polifhed pafiage in 
Ticieirs Profpea of Peace : 

Now o'er his head the polar bear he fpies. 
And freezing fpangles of the Lapland ikies ; 
Now fwells his canvas to the fultry line, 
With glittering fpoils where Indian grottos thine. 
Where fumes of incenfe glad the fouthern feas. 
And wafted citron fcents the balmy breeze. 

Ver. 80. There rival flames with equal glory rife: 

that is» equal brightnefs \ as in his ^loifa, ver. 34.I, 
From op'ning fkies may ftreaming^/^r;>j fliine : 
and many other places. — And upon the fubje£i: of thefe 
verfes, thus Seneca, de Tranquill. Anim. 9. ** Quadrin- 
^ genta milJia librorum Alexaodriae arferunt> pulcher* 
^* rimum regias opulentix monumontum :" referring to 
a former conflagration at the fame city. 

Ver. 87. Lo, where Moeotis fleeps, and hardly flows 

The freezing Tanais through a wafte of fnows. 

DjT. Jphnfon tells us, that this was th/e couplet, with which 
Pope, as he had been told, declared his own ear to be 
moft gratified ; but profefles himijelf unable to fee the 
reafon of this preference. I think the couplet excellent 
in two refpeAsy both from a judicious paufe and a.defcrip- 
tive tenour in the numbers, and a curious felicity of moft 
* appropriate 
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appropriate expreflion. We may compare fome lines in 
J. PA/7//^i'telebratcd letter from Copenhagen, on a con- 
genial fubjefl: : lines, if you except the infipid epithet 
delightful^ not unworthy of Pope himfelf : 

The hills, and dales, and the delightful woods. 
The flowery plains, and iilver-ftreaming floods, 
By fnow difguis'd, in bright confufion lie. 
And with one dazzling waile fatigue the eye. 

Ver. 89. The north by myriads pours her mighty fons ; 
Great nurfe of Goths, of Alans, and of Huns« 

As Gray, in a grand paflage of his unfiniflied Eflay : 
As oft have iflued, hoft impelling hoft. 
The hlue^eyd myriads from the Baltic coafl:. 

Ver. 99. See Chriftians, Jews, one heavy fabbath keep ; 
And all the weftern world believe and fleep. 

A modification of his exemplar, Drydcn^ Epift. xiv. 
Long time the fifter-arts, in iron JJeep^ 
A heavy fabbath did fupinely keep* 

Ver. 104. And Bacon trembling for his brazen head. 
Butler alfo fomewhere celebrates this fingularity in the 
pericranium of that extraordinary philofopher, with his 
ufual pleafantry : 

My noddle is not made of brafs. 

As Friar Bacon's noddle was. 

Ver. 109. 'Till Peter's keys fome chrift'ned Jove adorn. 
And Pan to Mofes lends his golden horn. 

What can furpafs the wit and urbanity of this moft inge- 
nious couplet ? The word at Exodus xxxiv. 35. which 
denotes the dream of light from the face of Mofes, means 
alfo a horn, and is fo rendered in the Vulgate 5 and Pan, like 

the 
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the reft of the Satyr-tribe, has horns afligncd to him by 
the heathen mythologifts : hence the facility and fuitable- 
nefs of the transformation here fpecified. The reader 
may fee a fimilar effort of fportive fancy in Dodjley^ iii. 
p. 82: but conduced with much inferiour dexterity. 
I learn too from a late commentator on Prudentius, in 
Symm. i. 89, ed Rom. 1788. that the archangel Michael 
■was made from Mercury 5 and the poet himfelf thus in- 
troduces Conftantine, as di£lating this ingenious ac- 
commodation of the ftatues of their pagan anceftors, 
ver. 502. in preference to the demolition of them : 
Marmora^ tabenti ^efpergine tin£la, lavate^ 
O ! proceres : liceat ftatuas confiftere puras. 
Artificum magnorum opera hsec pulcherrima malim 
Ornamenta fiant patriae, nee decolor ufus 
In vitium verfae monumenta coinquinet artis. 
Hence let each marble, cleans'd from gory ftaip. 
To hallow'd ufes confecratc remain : 
Let fhrines and ftatuesj to new glory born, 
Redeemed from rites impure, our ftate adorn. 

Ver. 115. PeePd, patch'd, and pye-bald, linfey-woolfey 
brothers, 

Grave mummers I fleevelefs feme, and fhirt- 

lefs others. 

Lord Rochejiery in his Satire againft Marriage : 
Tho' (he be linfey-woolfey baud and whore. 
Samfon Agoniftes, ver.1325. 

Jugglers and dancers, antics, mummers^ mimics* 
A mummer^ in the primary and proper (ignification of the 
term, I take to mean a ^^fpeechUfs a£lor," one who exhi- 
bits by dumb gefticulation. If this be accurate, the de- 
finition in Johnfon*8 Diftionary requires corredlion. I 

fuppofe the primary term to be mimus. 

Ver. 125. 
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Ver. 125. This fav'ritc ifle, long fcvcr'd from her reign. 

An elegant allufion to the well-known paflage ki VirgW*^ 

firft Eclogue : 

et toto divifos orbe Britamnos : 

And Britons, feverM from the reft of men, 

Ver. 1 38. Behold an hundred fons, and each a Dunce* 
Dryden would have written, with fup^ riour vigour, I 
think, and more luminous exhibition of the thought, 
. Behold an hundred fons, and every fon a Dunct. 

Ver." X41. With all thy father's virtues bleft, be born ! 
And a new Cibbcr (hall the ftage adorn. 

As in his own Meffiah, ver. 22. 

Oh fpring to light, aufpicious babe, be bom ! 
And the fecond verfe is a parody on Firgily Eel. Iv. 7. 

Jam nova progenies coelo demittitur alto. 

Ver. 145. From the ftrong fate of drams if thou get free. 
Another Durfey, Ward ! jfliall ftrine in thee. 

He appears to have confulted DryderC% tranflacion of the 
verfes parodied with fo much humour : 

Ah ! could'ft thou break through fate's fevere decree^ 

A new Marcellus Jhall arife in thee^ 

Ver. 147. Thee fliall each ale-houfe, thee each gill-houfe 
mourn ; 
And anfw'ring gin-fliops fowrer fighs return. 

A more immediate parody, perhaps, of Smith's poem on 
the Death of J. Philips: 

Thee, Philips, tlicc defpairing Vaga mourns, 

And gentle Ifis fofc complaints returns. 

Ver. 163. Silence, ye wolves! while Ralph to Cynthia 
howls, 

J. Phillips, 
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A. PhillipSy in Kb letter from Copenhagen : 
Th^ ftarving waives along the main fca prowl, 
And to the moon in icy vallies howl. 

Ver. 177. Embrace, embrace, my fons, be foes no more ; 
Nor glad vile poets with true critics' gore. 

This much refembles the beginning of Lucan\ Phar- 
f alia : 

■ quse tanta liccntia ferri 

Gentibus invifis Latium prsebere cruorem? 

Say, Romans, whence fo dire a fury rofe 

To glut with Latian blood your barbarous foes? 

Rowe. 
But the language of the former vcrfe is morcclofely mo- 
delled froni DrjierC% verfion of the verfes in the -^neid, 
exprcfsly parodied : 

Embrace again, my Jons j he foes no more : 

Nor ftain your country with her children's gore. 

Vcri 179. " Behold yon pair :" meaning Thomas 
Burnety third fon of the famed Bifliop of Salifbury : and 
Colonel Duckit. 

' Ver. 186. Of fober face, with learned duftbefprent. 

So Gayy in hisEpiftle to our poet, ftanza 18. 

O Wanleyv whence com^ft thou with (horten*d hair. 
And vlfage from thy (helves with dujl befprent. 
And hencej I prefume, an error Is to be corre£ied In 
Drummoftd'^ Pofems, part i. fonnet 43. 
Dear.eye> which deign'ft on this fad monument 

The fable fcroU of my mifliaps to view, 
Thoug-hit with mourning Mufe's tears htfprent^ 
And darkly drawn, which is not feign'd, but true, 

Ver. 201. 
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Ver. aoi. How fluent nonfenfe trickles from bis tongue. 

He had Homer's celebrated vcrfe in .view, II. i. 249. 

Ttf Kcu atnro y>M<Tayii fAe?ur®- yKuHUJv ptiv av3n* 

Words from his tongue more fweet than honey flowM : 
which Milton has elegantly varied, Par. Loft, ii. 112. 

But all was falfe and hollow, though his tongue 

Dropt manna. 

Ver. 207 Oh worthy thou of ^Egypt's wife abodes ;' 

A decent prieft where Monkeys were the gods. 

" YoufliallfeeiniEgypt(fay Lucian and Clemens Alexan- 
^ drinus) a moft magnificent temple, large, and decorated 
" with precious ftones : but, if you enter, and look for 
" the God, you fliall find a goat, a monkey^ or a cat." 

Ver. 2I2, After this came once the following verfcs: 
Thou too, great Woolfton ! here exalt thy throne9 
And prove no miracles can match thy own. 

Ver. 216. — " or a Milton's flame :" correfted, much 
for the better, from ** a Seraph^s flame,** of fome other 
editions. 

Ver. 226. " folid darknefs:" alluding to Exodus, x. 
21. " even darknefs which may be/«?// :" whence Milton, 
Par. Loft, xii. 187. 

Darknefs muft overlhadow all his bounds, 

Palpable darknefs. 

Ver. 253. ^— ^ In yonder cloud behold 

Whofe farfenet flcirts are edg'd with flamy go\A< 

The poet might have in his recolleftion a very delicate 

pifture in Milton's Comus, ver. 221. 
Was I deceived, or did a fable cloud 
Turn forth her filver lining on the n^ht ? 

Ver. 261. 
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Ver..26i. « Immortal Rich!" To this gentleman's 
wonder-working exhibitions Fenton thus refers in his 
Prologue to Southerners Spartan Dame : 

We hopM that Art and Genius had feciir'd you i 
But foon facetious fiarlequin allur'd you : 
'The Mufes bluOi'd to fee their friends exalting 
Thofe eleganl: delights of jig and vaulting. 
" WIrilft ^e were sifting (fays Gibber fomcwhcrc in his 
" Lifej the b'eft plays in the language to empty houfes ; 
*• Hich, with his rare^-iho'^Sy was drawing the whole 
^ town after him.'* 

Ver. 367. Booth in his cloudy tabernacle IhrinM. 

Alluding to Exodus^ xl. 38. as Milton, Par.' Loft viii* 
248. 

flic in a cloudy tabernacle 

Sojourn'd the while. 

Ver. 269. Dire is the cofn£i£t, difmal is thd diii; 

From Paradife Lo'ft, vi. 

— i Lu ^ifg ^as the notji- 

Of conjii^ J over head the dtftnal hifs 
Of fiery darts in flaming voUies flew. 

Ver. 288. " Smithfield fair :" that is, Barth9lom€u) fdir^ 
^ich is kept in Smithiield,' where thefe pantomimical 
bonders Svtxt exhibited. 

Ver. 292. Thus, in the fecond edition : 
In the dog's tail his progrefs tnds at laft. 

Ver. 307. To aid our caufe if Heav'n thou canft ndi 
bend, 
Hell thou flialt move. 

A ttanflation of /^/>^//,'iEn.*Vii,'3X2* 

Y ' Fleacre 
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Fkftcrc G rieqaco Supcrtf^ Acheronta movcbo. 

Ver. 3 19. This, this is he, foretold by ancient rhymes ; 
Th' i^uguftus born to bring Satumian time^: 
Signs following figns lead on the mighty year4 
See the dull ftars roll round, and re-appear. 

That is, the completion of the magnus orbisyXiX great 
c^dt of y^arS) when the heavenly bodies have returned to 
^the fame relative pofitions in the fky. And our poet had htr 
ty^ throughout on Dryden\ tranflatioti of the paflagc J- 
luded to in Virgirs 4th Eclogue : 

The laft great zgt^ foretold by iacred rhymes^ 
Renews its finifliM courfe : Satumian times 
Roll round again ; and mighty years j begun 
Frotn their firft orb^ ki radiant circles run. 

Ver. 325. On poets' tombs feeBcnfon's titles writ. 

Auditor Benfon ere^lcd a monument to Miltoh in W eft- 
minfter Abbey, in the year 1737, on which his own name 
is infcribed as the founder. Concerning him, fee Pcn^ 
nant's London, p. 381. 2nd edition. 

Ver. 327. See undei' Ripley rife a new Whitehall. 

Thi^ atchitcft was txt^XojiA in rtf airibg the buiWi/ig in 
qtieftion '^t th6 time ti the iifft edition of this )>ooai : 
hence is explained a paffage in Windfor Foreft, v€r. 

377- 
I fee, I fee, wher« two fiiir cities bend 
Their ample bow, a new ff^hitehall afcend. 
This Ripley is mentioned fatirically again in Moral 
EiTays, iv. 18. and in the Imitations, Epift. ii. i. 186. 

Ver. 330. Gay dies unpenfion'd* with ah l^undred friendly 

An 
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An allufion feems intended to tKis poet's fable, The 
Hare and many Friends j the introduGidn ta which* thus 
concludes: 

'Tis thus in friendfliip, who depend 

On many, rarely find a friendi - - 

Ver. 33i. And Pope's ten years to'comnient and tciiif- 
iate. 

Johnfph fays in his Life of Broome, upon the fiibjeft of 
the difagreenieiit.and alienation between him and Pope, 
** I have been told that they wef e afterwards reconciled/' 
'fhe verfe before us niay be fairly confidered as a ftrong 
prefumption of thisf reconciliation, from the reading of 
foriner editions f ' 

And Pepp*6 trdfi/Jatitig t^rh y^hidl^jmYB with Brooms : 
where: his name was unple^fahtly aflbciaied with pircum- 
ftances of misfortune and rcgrui. ■ 

Ver. 333. ** Procoed^ great d^ys T* alluding to Virgil; 
Eel, iv. 12. 

. — '* — ^ — — -r incipient indgnl proceJere tnenfcs* . 

Ver. 538r. Aiid Ahna Wfater Ee diflMv'd in Port* 

tVe have here a notable proof,' that the prophetical chz-^ 
izStcT at the publication of this poem was hot disjoinedf 
from the pottical : for then, not porty but a much hum- 
bler beverage, nut- brown alei was the favourite liquor of 
Alma Mater's nurffings ; and for many years after that 
period. But, as this is a hard doSrine,* riotwithftanding 
the ptofpe^inJe viCon,' in which thefe great changes are^ 
drfplayed, maty we not have recourfe to a different inter- 
pretation : and, as the word dijjhlvedy wiH eafily fignify 
mere relaxation to tranquillity and peace, the phrafe to be 
diffolved in port will mean ^* a happy retirement into the 
V 2 " harbour'\ 
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" harbour** of reft, from thpfe laborious ftudies and cxer- 
citatioas, which may be expefted to harafs the votaries of 
learning in academic bowers ? That this period of fom- ^ 
nolent and unprofitable inadivity is arrived, fat be it 
from us in any wife to inGnuatc ; or even to fuppofe tfec 
pofiibility of fuch degeneracy, in this learned feminary .' 
Scriblerus, in MSS. 
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i. 
VER. 3. Of darknefs vifible fo much.be lent,. 

As half to fhew, half veil, the deep intent. 

This is mbdellcd'from Par. Loft i. 63. as every reader of 
Engliih poetry will immediately recolle£t : 

No light, but rather darknefi vijiblef 
. Serv'd only to difcover fights of woe. 
For the conception, which fupplied this moft curious and 
happy language, as well as for the congenial defcription 
in his Penferofo, ver. 79. no lefs happily embodied j 

Where glowing embcris through the tdom. 

Teach light to counterfeit a gloom : 
our epic bard was indebted, I have no doubt, to Cowley* s. 
DavideiS, i. 357. 

No pale-fac'd moon does in ftoFn beams appear, ' 

Or vjith dim taper fcatters darknefs there : 
which is tcry bold expreflion, and not inferiour in felicity 
to that of Milton himfelf. And thefe inftances, I thinkj 
are a convenient illuftration of our poet's dodlrine in the. 
Effay on Criticifm : 

Great wits fometimes mzy glorioujly' offend^ 

And rife to faults true critics dare not mend. 

Ver. 6. 
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Vcr. 6. To whom Time bears me on his rapid wiiig. 

The poet had in his memory ATilton^s Sonnet vii. 
How fpon hath Time^ the fubtlc thief of yoiith, 

Stol'n on his wing my three and twentieth year 

To that fame lot, however mean or high, 

Toward which Time Uads me^ and the will of Heav*n — ^ 

Ver. 22. And Wit dreads exile, penalties, and pains. 

In reference partly to bis own cafe, as a Papljii and partly 
to that of his friend Jtterbury^ now dead, but ftill alive in 
the fond remembrance of our poet, who has exemplified 
his afFe£bion iox this prelate in many paflages of his 
works. 

Ycr. 31. <^Mad Mathefis — .'• This viciouq accent of 
the word is authorifed by Prudentius, and pther authors 
of declining Latinity. 

Ver. 39. For this and the next couplet he gave in the 
firft edition the two following verfes : 

Oft her gay fifter's life and fpirit fled. 
But Hiftory and Satire held their head. 

Ver. 58. Wake the dull church—. 

One would think, by our poet*s reprefentatlon of ecck- 
fiaftics, that he had taken his opinion of them from Ho- 
garth's Sleeping Congregation, as if they were merely 

Wakeful themfelves to give their hearers flecp ! 
Nay, to fuch a pitch of irreverence had Satirp carried 
him ! he brings a charge of fomnolency againft eccle- 
fiaftics themfelves ; and not only fo, but even againft 
the hierarchical watchmen of the church, in ihat wel^ 
known line, 

To goad the prelate^ /lumbering in his ftaU» 

Y 3 Ver. 105 
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Vcr. 105. « There mov'd Montalto," Sir Thnna^ 
Hanmer, — B. 

To this charafier is fubjoined a facetioa« note in tha firft 

impreflion : *^ An eminent perfon of ^ualityi who was 

** about to publiih a very pompous edition of a great au. 

f* thor, very much at his own expence indeed f" And the 

yerfes from 116 to 119. arc explained by the circum- 

ftance of Sir Thomas's edition coming from the Oxford 

^refs : they did not appear at firft. Dr. Johnfon, how- i 

iver, who delighted in contr^di£lion, commends Hanmer, 

as eminently qualified for his undertaking. 

Vcr. 135. And, while on Fame^s triumphal car they ride. 
Some llavc of mine be pinionM to their fide. 

Alluding to the pra£lice of the Romans, thus mentioned 
by Juvenal in his Tenth Satire ; 

: ct fibi confiil 

Ne placeat, curru feryus portatur eodem. 

A ilave in the f^me chariot feen to ride. 

To mortify the mighty madman *s pride. Drydcn* 

Vcr. 144. Eton and Winton fhake thro' ajl their fon^. 
Compare his Iliad, xvi. 672. Odyfiey, xi. 684. And for 
this and the next couplet the firft edition gave the fol- 
lowing ; 

All flefli is humbled, youth's bold (Courage cools; 

Each fliudd'ring owns the genius of the ichools. 

Vcr. 147. The pale boy-fenator yet tingling ftands. 

As Gay in his Eclogue on the Birth of the Squire : 
Let younger brothers o'er dull authors plod> 
Lafh'd into Latin by xh^ tingling rod. 

Vcr. 176. Som^ gentle Js^mcs • 

6 Warburton, 



ON POPE, 327 

Warburtoo, whofc notes on this and the preceding verfe 
are excellent, informs us, that "this great prince was the 
" firft who aflumed the title of Sacred Majejiy^ which his 
^ loyal Clergy transferred from God to Him:^ and furely 
by a very eafy and imperceptible tranfition, if indeed it 
were any tranfition at ail from their creator to their 
maker. When James, after this acp^lS^gin to his regal 
titles, was on a vifit to a Scotch Nobleman, before they 
feparated in the evening, the peer, mindful alike of the 
monarch arid the man, and willing to loiter in no duty of 
hofpitality, faid to his illuftrious gueft: "Would your 
" Sacred Majesty choofe a Whurb to-night?" 

Ver. 187. May you, my Cam and Ifis. 

So the later editions ; but> I prefume, by an error of the 
prefs. The firft gives, " May you, may Cam and Ifis :'' 
that is, " You, my priefts." And as an eUve of Cam, I 
cannot but love and applaud our pqet for thus placing 
my Alma Mater before my Aunt j as i|i tlie former book 
be made the elders of Ifis reel^ before the reverend fons of 
Cam were overpowered by the jolly god, even upon th^ 
moft malignant interpretation of the paiTage. , 

Ver. 200. " The fons of Marg'ret :" that is, the mem- 
bers of St. John's College, vulgarly and opprobrioufly de- 
nominated Johnlan Hogs : opprobrioufly, I fay j becaufe 
no College in the whole ynivetfity is fo little infcfted 
with the mange of Sans-^eulotifme^ the prevalent fyftem of 
the fwini/h multitude. Their college was founded by 
Margaret^ mother of Henry Vil. and is waihen by the 
Cam from thofe impurities, decorated in this glorious 
poem by the magnificent appellation of 

" fragrant grains and golden fliowers." 

Y 4 Ver, 2o6» 
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Ver. 206. " Walker with rev'rcncc took.** He wa^ 
Bcnt)cy*8 conftant friend in College. B. This appears- 
fufficiently from the records of the controverfies alluded 
to in verr. 201, 202. 

Ver. 216. Author of Something yet more great than 
letter. 

Upon this fubjedl, the reader will be gratified with the 
candid remarks of a learned and amiable writer. Dr. 
Fofter, late mailer of Eton fchool, in his Eflay on Ac- 
cents, pp. 132, 133. &c, fecond edition. ^ 

Ver. 220. Difpute of me or te — ^ 

Alluding to Horace, Ode i. i. 29. fee my note there. 
That juft and indifputable corredion was originally, I 
believe, fuggefted by RutgerJiuSi but afterwards, and I 
dare fay independently, prefcnted itfclf, from the plain 
exigence of the paflage, to various critics. 
Whether by accidental coincidence from the com- 
plexion of the fubjeft, or by what other method) I 
cannot determine 5 but certainly not from an experir 
piental acquaintance with that author, the verfes before 
us exaftly refemble an epigram of Herodicus, pre-r 
ferved by Atheni^Bus at the end of his fifth book : 

9itr)ftr\ Af<flPTafxs*of> ^^' evf ea vaTa SaXarrji; 
To afiVf xai c^mv^ Kai to fiiv^ nh to viVt 

T^y VfUV SlTli J{/$7fft^£X01* *Hpo^itta Se 

*£Ma; asi fjufjwoiy uou Ocottm^ BaSuT^v. 

Hence 
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Hence o'er the feas, ye pid41ing critics ! go ; 
Hence with the fwiftnefs of a hunted roe. 
Each creeping corner-poring worm ! that dwells 
On fcraps of phrafe, and words, and fyllables. 
Still hufts and (hells your daintieft fare may be : 
Leave the rich feaft of fentiment for me. ' 

Ver. 224. And Alfop never but like Horace joke. 

Pur poet knevfr juft as much of what was elegant in thig; 
way, as he knew of the Chinefe language. The zany, here 
/celebrated, has t^^ro copies of Latin verfes in the Muf« 
Anglicanae, full of metrical improprieties, and in ftrains of 
profaic infipidity. He had the audacity to abufe^Bentley, 
in his preface to a frivolous edition of iEfop's fables i 
when he, and all the Chrift Church antagonifts put 
together, were, to that moft learned and fagacious critic, a 
band of LUiputians to gigantic Gulliver, And the gene- 
rality of Warburton's notes on fuch paflages in our poet's* 
writings betray a difingenuous flippant ignorance, highly 
difgracefvil to fo great a m^n ; who had native, merit in 
fufEcient quantity to render fuch impotent efforts at 
arrogating knowledge beyond his reach wholly unnecef- 
fary to his reputation. Dr. Lowth, the late bifliop of 
London, gained no laurels by his ignorant and unfeafon- 
able attack on the ipighty author of the letter to Mills 
and the difTertation upon Phalaris. Even in his own 
language, what writer has exceeded the fhrewdnefs of his 
remarks on Collins? And name me the man, who could 
have exhibited the complex conceptions of the following 
paflagd with equal vigour and perfpicuity. It occurs in 
his fifth fermon at Boyle's leftures, and is an argument 
, againft the conflruftion of the human frame from the 
fortuitous collocation of parts upon the atomic fyftem of 

Epicurus : 

« Let 



J 
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" Let us confidcr how next to inripofEble it is,- that chance 
** (if there were faeh a thing) fliould in fuch animmenfe 
*' variety of parts in an auiraa] twice hit upon the fame 
** ftrufture, fo as to make a male and fcmalct Let us 
** refuitie the former inftance of the twenty4bur letters 
♦* thrown at random upon the ground. 'Tis a mathema- 
" tical demonftration, that thefe twenty-four do admit of 
^* fo many changes in their order*, that they may make 
** fuch fi long roll of differently ranged alphabets, not 
** two of which are alike, that they could not all be ex- 
^* haufted, though a million miilion of writers fliould each 
** write above a thoufand alphabets a-day fprthe fpaceof 
** a million million of years. What flrength of imagina* 
'* tion can extend itfelf to embrace and comprehend fuch 
** a prodigious diverlity? And Vis as infallibly certain, 
** that, fuppofe any partieular order of the alphabet bq 
" affigned, and the twenty-four letters te caft at a 
" venture, fo as to fall in a line ; it is fo many million of 
" millions oJds to one againft any fingle throw, that the 
•* affigned order will not be caft. Let tis now fuppofe^ 
" there be only a thoufand conftituent members in the 
** body of a man (that we may take few enough) .it is 
** plain that the different pofition and fituation of thefe 
** thoufand parts would make fo many differing com- 
" pounds, and diftinft fpecies of animals. And if only 
** twenty-four parts, as before, may be fo multifarioufly 
" placed and ordered as to make many milUons of millions 
** of differing rows; in the fuppofition of a thoufand 
** parts, how immenfe muft that capacity of variation be ? 
♦* Even beyond all thought and denomination, to be 
" expreffv'd only in mute figures, whofe multiplied 



♦ Tacquctti Aiit'.mtjt. cap. dc Progreffione. 



" powers 



ON POPE. S3« 

ff powers are beyond Ac narrownefs of language, and 

f* drown the imagination in aftonifliment and confufion ': 

»** cfpecially, if we obferve, that the variety of tlie alpha- 

** bet con6dered above was in mere longitude only ; but 

^^ the thoufand parts of our bodies may be diverfified by 

*^ fituation in all the dimenfions of folid bodies : which 

*' multiplies over and over again, and overwhelms the 

" fancy in a new abyfs of unfathomable number. Now 

** it is demonitratively certain, that it is ail this odds tQ 

** one, againft any particular trial, that no one man 

" could by cafual prod uft ion be framed like another } 

** (as the atheifts fuppofe thoufands to be in feveral regions 

** of the earth ;) and I think 'tis rather more odds than 

^^ lefs, that no one female could be added to a male, 

** inafmuch as that moft neceflary difference of fex is a 

*^ higher token of divine wifdom and fkill^ above all tl^c 

** power of fortuitous hits, than the very (imilitude of 

** both fexes in the other parts of the body. And agalny 

" we muft confider, that the vaft imparity of this odds 

** againft the accidental likenefs of two cafual formations 

" is never leflened and diminifhed by trying and cafting. 

'^ *Tis above a hundred to one againft any particular 

** throw, that you do not caft any given fet of faces with 

** four cubical dice, becaufe there are fo many feveral 

" combinations of the fix faces of four dice. Now, after 

** you have caft all the hundred trials but one, 'tis ftill 

" as much odds at the Jaft remaining time, as it was at 

" the firft : for blind infenfible chance cannot grow 

** cunning by' many experiments; neither have the pre-j 

" ceding cafts any influenpe upon thofe that come after. 

" So that if this chance of the atheifts ftiould have eflayed 

" in vain to make a fpecies for a million million of ages, 

" 'tis ftill as many millions odds againft that forn^ation, 

'f 2LS 
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*f as it was ;it the firft snoment in the beginning of 
*' things. How incredible is it, therefore, that it fliould 
** hit upon t\yo produftions alike*, within fo fhort dura- 
** tion of the world, according to the doftrine of our 
^' atheills ? How much more, that it fhould do fo within 
^* the cpnipafs of a hundred years, and of a fmall traft of 
H ground, fo that this male and female might come 
^< together ? If any atheift can be induced to ftake his 
^* foul for a wager, againft fuch an inexhauflible difpro- 
f portion ; let him never hereafter accufe otTiers of eafir 
f*' nefs and credulity/' 

Vcrr. 22S. 231. I poach in Suidas for unlicensed Greek — . 
What GelHus, or Stobaeus hafliM bef6re. 

On which vcrfes thus Pope and Warburton : " The firft 
** a diftionary- writer, of impertinent fafts and barbor 
*^ rous words, '&c." — Now, if we iliould deduft from 
'the compilation of Suidas all his chronological, hiftorica^, 
and biographical communications, which are very copious 
and important, as they confifl of extrads from the beft aur 
thors of antiquity ; and fhould leave only his philological 
information with it^s concomitant examples > a mafs of 
Iksrature would remain, of much the fame value as 
Johnfon's diftionary, if a general wreck of EngliQi 
authors fhould be produced by cafualty and time : bu^t 
how ineftimably valuable fuch a repofitory would theri 
be, it- is cafy for any man to difcover. Confideringp 
therefore, this ftrange and ignorant decifion of Warburr 
ion, what can pofTibly be conceived more unfeafonabl? 
and out of place, than Toup^s critical epirtle, as addrefTci^ 
to this prelate ? 

* Verum, nt opinor, habct noTitatem fumma, recensquc 
Katura eil muudi, nequc piidera exordia cop it. Lucretiuf, r. 

Ver. 236. 
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Ver. 236, The body's harmony— .: — . 
£iij yinfotty in his Underwoods, ix; 
. 'Tuyere too long to fpcak of ail^ 
Whzt we harmony do chll 
in a bodf^ fiitJuM be t;her(6. 
The whole paii'age in our. poet is wrought up to great 
perfection : vigorous fentiment in admirable propriety 
and gracefulnefs of diEliori. 

Ver. 245. Nor cpuld a Birrow work on ev'ry block. { . 

An allufion to the, Liattn proverb: " Non ex quovis Jighc* 
^ fit Mercurius," 

Ver. 252. Arid write afeout it, Goddefs! and about itk 

^oiVrt^w, describes this verbofe nothingnefs with lefs hu- 
mour, .but equal fignificaric^: Sat. x. 688. , . 

Celle qui toujburs- parle, et ne dit jamais rlen:, 
and in much the fame words in Epift ix. 66. The play- 
fulnefs of Coufley^on this topic may come into competition 
with our poet hi-mfelf, in the Puritan and Papiil: 
Nay, Cromwell, Bury, Whiftler, Sir John Wray, 
He who does Fay, and fay, and lay, and fay* 

Ver. 275. He here borrows from his ovtrh Imitations of 
iHorace, Epift. ii. 2. the end. 

Ver. 3c I. To happy, convents, bofom'd deep in vines.. 

So Miltojjy in his Allegro^ ver. 78* 

Towers and battlements it fees 
.. ' Bif/cnid h igh idt t uf ted treei* 

Ver. 304. Diffufing languor in the pifthtiiig gales. 
Mr. Gray has decorated this thought with a much more 
poetical drcfs in his unfinifhed EfTay: 

'there 
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There languid Plcafure fighs in every gale. 
Dr. Johnfon^ language too is finely embcUiflied with 
imagery on a parallel occa&on^ in his Vanity of Human 
Wiflies: 

Here every gale bears heailth upon its wings. 

Ver. 318. and greatly daring din'd. 

A compound before employed by Sheffleldj in a very 
beautiful couplet on the death of Don Alonzo, condemn- 
ed to death for affpiring to the Infanta of Portugal: 
if from the glorious height he falls> 

He greatly daring dies ; 
Or mounting Tvhere bright beauty calls. 
An empire" is the prize. 
And this adventurous temerity of appetite is well fet 
forth by Gay^ in a parody on Horace, Trivia iii. 195. 
That man had fure a palate cover'd o'er 
With brafs or fteel, that on the rocky flibtc 
Firft broke the oozy oyfter's pearly coat, 
And rifqti'd the living morfel down his throat* 

Ver. 344. The pains and penalties of idlenefs. 

The alliteration is very happy, and the fentiment refemhles 
^HoracCy Epift. i. II. 28. 

Strenua nos exefcet inertia — , 

A bufy idlenefs deftroys our tTik^-^Creech: 
Nor is Cowley unlike, David. 1. 7 14. 

Laborious efie£ls of idlenefs : 
but an excellent verfe in Boileau is etprefsly inutate^y 
Epift. xi. 86. 

Le penible fardeau de n'avoir rien a faire. 

The painful burthen of an idle life. 

Ver. 356. O may thy cloud ftill cover the deceit. 

Cteecb 
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Creech thus renJers die original vcrfe in Horace : 
And o*er my cheats and fcrgeries fpread a cloud« 

Ver. 3.67. To headlefs Phoebe his fair bride podpone — , 
Lord of An Otho. 

A trivial variation from himfelf in his Epiftle tp Addlfon: 
And Curio, refllefs b^ the fair-one's fide. 
Sighs for an Otho, and negledis his bride. 

Ver. 441. The common foul, -.of Heav'n's more frugal 
make, 
Serves but to keep fools pert, and knaves awake. 

The elements of this couplet, fcerri derived from a faying 
of Diogepei, recorded by Laertius and others, that ** the 
** fouls of fwine merely ferved. to keep their bodies fromi 
^* putrefadion." 

Ver. 451. The head, that ti:rns at fuperlunar things, 

PoisM with a tail, may fteer on Wilkins* wings. 

This learned and mod ingenious philofopher was ac- 
Cuftomied to declare an cxpecStation, that *^the time would 
*^ oonte^ wh€n it would be as common for men to order 
*' their wingsi as now to order their boots/' The late 
invention of balloona is aa approximation to the realiza- 
tion of this conception. 

Ver. 46^. Arfd laft, to Nature's eaiife thro' Nature led. 

As in his Eflay on Man, iv. 332. 

But looke thro' Nature up to Nature's God. 

Ver. 471. We nobly take the high Priori road. 

And reafoft downwaixi, till we doubt of Gofd. 

An oblique cenfure of Dr. S. Clarke's celebrated De- 
monftration of the B^ittg and Attributes of God a priofi; 
aficr the example of hit *^ gVide^phtlofophery-aiid friend/' 

who 
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who is perpetually attacking Clarke in his fragments 6t 
EHays^ and thus expreifes himfelf in his letters to our 
poet 1 ** Rather than creep up flowly,* a pofteriori, to i 
" little general knowledge, they foar at once as far and as 
" high as imagination can carry them. From thence they 
" defcend again, armed with fyftems and arguments, a 
" priori ; and, regardlefs how thefe agreed or clafs with 
" the phenomena of Nature, they impdfe them on 
*' mankind. '* 

Ver. 495. Then fnapt his box, and ftrok'd his belly down. 

As Gray^ of Divinity^ in his humourous verfes on Lord 

Sandwich : 

From the table fhe rofe, with a bumper in hand. 
And ftrok'd up her belly, and ftrok*d down her band. 

Ver. 549. — ; : a prieft fuccin6! in amice white; 

Milton, Paradife Regained, iv. 426. 

Thus pafs'd the night fo foul, till morning fair 
Came forth with pilgrim ftcps in amice grey* 

Ver. 561. *^ Knight lifts the head.'* This very man,^ 
or his fon, was made Lord Catherlough in Ireland. — B. 

Ver. 565. Next, bidding all draw near on bended knees. 
The queen confers her titles and degrees. 

It is cuftomary for the candidates at Cambridge to kneel 
before the Vice-Chancellor for the ,ratification of their 
degrees: arid (he fame ufage, I prefume, extends to 
Oxford. 

Ver. 581. Ail my comnoands arc eafy, Hicrrt, and full: 
My fonji I be proud, be felfifti, and be dull. 

He here treads in the fteps of his poetic piaft^r, part «. 
cf Abfalom and Achitophel : 

The 
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The midnpilie jUkl her hfiiid on Us thick fkuUf 
With this prophetic bkffing^ Be thou dull I 

Ver. 592, The fenator at cricket urge the ball. ^ 

Gra^ has borrowed this exprelBon ia his Ode on Eton* 
College: 
To chafe the rolling circle's fpeed^ 
Or urge the flying ball? 

Ver. 593. " Pontific luxury :" a phrafc fuggefted, 
perhaps, by the veife of Horace : 
, Pontlficum ipotiore c^nis. 

Ver. 601. This and t!hc three following verfcs arethus 
varied in the firft edition : 
But here, vain Icarus ! thy 4tght confine ; 
Forbear, nor hope ^to make thy monarch Aine : 
Blind with ambition ! to diink princes things 
Made juft for thee, as allbefide:for kings. 

Ver. 605. More fhe had fpoke, . but yawn'd — . 

Here he was affifted by Garths Dilpcnf, i. 203. 
More he had fpokey but fudden vapours rifci 
And with their filken cords tie down his eyes. 

Ver. 608. « leaden G prcach'd." Gilbert, 

Archbifliop of York.— B. 

It was given with Icfs obfcurity, G — ^Ib — ^t, in the firft 

edition. 

Ver. 613. Wide, and more wide, it fpread o'er all the 
realm : 
Ev'n Palinuhis nodded at the helm. 

This very elegant allufion he owes to ToungiS^t. vii. ver. 

Z What 
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What felt thy Walpolc, pilot of the realm t 
Our Palifiurus Jkpt not nt the helm : 
'His eye tae'er closM, long fincc inur'd to wakey 
And outwatch every liar for Brunfwick's fake. 

The ^xprefiion of the lad line is taken from ATdton^ 

Penferofo, ver. 87. 

Where I may oft out^watch the Bear. 

Ver. 615. The vapour mild o'er each committee crept; 
Unfinifti'd treaties in each office llept ; 
And chieflefs armies doz'd out the campaign, 
And navies yawn'd for orders on the main, 

^Thefe four verfes are faid to be taken from the State 
Poems> but I am unable to point out their ftaticm there. 
They partly exifted in the poem> probably that ijQtended> 
of Halifax on Orpheus and Signora Margarita : 

Andy when the tawny Tufcan rais'd her ftrain. 

Rook furls his idiX^ s^nd doTHs on the main : 

Treaties unfinijh*d in the office Jlfep^ 

And ShoveL yawns for orders on the deep. 
Of the firft of thefe verfes our poet has made ufe In his 
Ode on St. Cecilia^s Day : 

High on the ftern the Thracian rais'dhisjirain. 



IMITATIONS OF HORACE. 



EPISTLE VIL 

VER. 10. — *' melancholy whores :" from affefling 
to drefs in black. 

Ver. 40. A fafe companion, and a firee. 

This 
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This collocation of the words m^jytry well pafsj I tbinkf 
in lighter poetry^ like that bpfore us } but has^ perhaps, 
fcarcely fufficienc dignitj for a ferious fubje£): and grave 
numbers ". fee my^ note on the Odyfley, xiv. 392. 

Ver. 73. Near, fifty, and without a wife. 
As in his Prologue to the Satires, ver. 131. 

The Mufe but ferv*d to eafe feme friend, not wife : 
where the language appears to me extremely aukward> 
and the meaning mod infipid. 

SATIRE VI. 
VER. 22- And to be kept in my- right wits. 

An apprehenfion of the lofs of intelle£l gave the Dean 
grtat uneafinefsi through life. Some hereditary expedlar 
tion, or fome peculiarity of feeling, I prefume, occafioned 
a perpetual anticipation of that fed event, which at length 
befell him. Pope's part of the imitation begins at ver. 
125. but I cannot accede to Warburton's opinion, that 
his portion of the performance is executed with more 
dexterity than that of Swift, who is unexceptionably 
excellent, and prefcrves with moft happy accommodation 
the playful urbanity of his. author* There are indeed 
feveral ftrokes in the more humourous paiTages of Pope's 
divifion after Swift's beft manner} but the following 
feems to me the moft fuccefsful : • 

Tells all their names, lays down the law : 

<< Que 9a eft bon ! Ah goutez 9a ! 

** That jelly's rich, this malmfey healing \ 

*' Pray dip your whiikers and your tail in!'" 

Ver. 220. Give me again my hollow tree, 
A cruft of bread and liberty [ 

Z 2 Cowley^ 
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Cowiey, in his Eflky <m Liberty : 

Give m4j great God ! but hn^d dnd liberiy. 
One ftanza in his imitation of the ninth ode of Hoi^ce^ 
fourth book is incomparably beautiful :. 
Tho' daring Milton fits fublime. 
In Spencer native Mufes play : 
Nor yet (hall Waller yield to time, 
iNor penfive Cowley's moral lay- 
The laft line feems to have been fuggefted by a verfe In 
the Complaint of that amiable poet : 
Where rev'rend Cam cuts out his famous way. 
The melancholy Cowley lay. 
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WINDSOR FOREST. 

VER. 68. The hollow winds through liaked temples ro^r. 

As Donnet in his Second Satire, modernized by Pope : 
» when winds in our ruin*d ahhjes rotxr^ 

Ver. 133. Oft as the mounting larks their notes prepare, 
They fall, and leave their little lives in air. 

So before him Philips^ in his Cider, ii. 175, 

they leave their little lives 

Above the clouds. S. 

Ver. 269. Led by the found, I roam from fliadc to fliadc, 
By god-like poets venerable made. 

From Philips^ Cider, ii. 6. 

6 or 
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• or what 



UnrivaPdfiufhars by thck prcfcncc made 
For ever venerable. S. 

Ver. 387, BefflrBritein*8 thunder, and her crafe difplay, 
To the bright regions of the rifing day : — &c. 
'X^mpt icy feas . 

The whole paflage feems a grand improvement from 
Pbmps' Cider, ii. fin. 

■ - uncontrord 

The Britijh navy through the ocean vaft 
Shall wave her double crofs^ t*extremeji climes 
Terrific^ and return with odorous f polls 
Of Araby well fraught, or Indus' wealth, 
Feqrl aild barbaric ^oA/. 



ESSAY ON CRITICISM. 

VER. 240. Corredly cpid, and regularly low. 

Much in the fame ftrain Garth\ Difpeniary, iv. 24. 

The weeds of writings for the flovers they cull 5 
So nicely ta&ekfs^ fo corc&^ly duU ! 

Ver. 559. As all looks yellow to the jaundic'd eye. 

So Lucretius^ iv- 333. 
Lurida praeterea fiunt quaecunque tuentur 
Arquati. 

Befides, whatQvcv jaundice^eyes do view, 
Looks psJe as well as thofe, and yellow- too. Creech. 



Z3 
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RAPE OF THE LOCK. 

CANTO Ui. Vcr. 156. And fcr^uns of horror rend th* 
afirighted ikies. 

Smitht in his Phsedra and Hippolytus^ A& i?. 
When thou fhouldft rend thejktes with clamorous gi^ief. 

Canto V, ver. 39. All fide-in parties, and begin th' attack ; 
Fans clap, iilks ruftle, and tough whale- 
bones crack ; 
Heroes' and heroines' Ihouts confus'dly 

rife. 
And bafe and treble voices ilrike.thetkies. 

The groundwork of this defcription wasi^ I think, the 
battle in the Difpenfary, v. 233. 

And now the fignal fummons to the fray \ 
Mock falchions flafb, and paltry enfigns play. 
Their patron God his filvcr bow-ftring twangs ; 
Tough harnefs ruftleS) and bold armour clangs — > 
The deadly drugs in double dofes fly« 
And pcftles peal a martial fymphony. 

Ver. 60. One dy'd in metaphori and one in fong. 
This alfo feems derived from the Difpenfary^ v. 304. 
Stunn'd with the blow, the batter'd bard retir'd| 
Sunk down, and in afimile expired* 

Ver- 127. A fudden ftar it (hot through liquid air, 

And drew behind a radiant trail of hairu-* 
The Sylphs behold it kindling as it flips. 

Perhaps Garth's Difpenfary, iv. 253. might affift our poet 
in the finifh of this paflage : 

* ' How 
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How lambent jellies, kindling in the ntght^ 
Shot through the ather in a trail oi light. 



ELOISA TO ABELARD. 

VER, 75. The paffage inaccurately quoted from me- 
mory by our poet at this place as Chaucer's^ is found In 
the Faerie Queene, iii. i. 25. and runs thus : 

Ne may Love be compel'd by maiftery ; 

For foone as maiftery comes^ fweet'Love anone 

Taketh his nimble winges and foone away is gone. 

Vcr. 90. If there be yet another name more free, 

More fond than miflrefs, make me that to thee. 

This much refembles alfo a diftich in Didoes Epiftlc to 
iEneas, Ovidyyxu 167. 

Si pudet uxoris, non nupta, fed hofpita, dicar: 
Dum tua fit Dido, quidlibet efle feret. 

To be thy wife if I unworthy prove, 

By fome inferiour name admit my love. Dryden. 

Vcr. 112. The fhrines all trembled, and the lamps grew 
pale. 

Prioff in Henry and Emma : 

Thy limbs all trembiing^ and thy cheeks all pale, 

\tT. 121. Still on that bread enamoured let me lie : 
V Still drink delicious poifon from thy eye. 

The open vowel in fuch inftances is very ofFenfive : he 
fliould have written by all means ** thine eye." Creech^ 
at the. beginning of his Lucretius : 

Where on thy bofom he fupinely liesy 

And greedily drinks love at both his ^es. 

Smithy 
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Smithy in PWdra and Hippoljtus, A& i. 

My cars, my greedy ey^s, my thirfty foul 
Drank gorging in the dear delicious poifon. 

The laft pafTage had not efcaped tlie notice of Mr* Sue-' 

vens alfo. 

Ver, 136. — ' ^ or emblaze th^ floors. 

Thisfeems too powerful a word for the whitenefs of mar- 
ble; and, I prefume, nothing further can be intended. 
Smithy in his Phaedra and Hippolytus, employs the word 
^ith propriety : • 

' Wliy blaze thttejetvels round my wretcheii head ? 

Ver. 162. Or lull to reft the vifionary maid. 

Dryde^, Virg. -^n, iv. 576. 

Thus, many not fucceeding, mod upbraid 
The madrx^fs of the ^vifionary maid. 

Ver. 223. Far Qi]^er d^-^axn^ my erring foul employ ; 
Far other raptures, of unholy joy. 

So Prudeniiusy Catlieriii. ru 5}. after defcnbing the vifions 
of the holy : 

At, qui coinquinatum 

Vitiis cor impiavit, 

Lufus pavore multo, 

Species videt tremendas. 

But fpuls, with vice deform'd, hy night 
Purfucs the ftar tiing dream : 

£Ia^k*fco\^Ung on their baffled fightj^ 
Terrific fpeftros gleam* 

Ver. 226. Fancy reftores what vengeance fnatch'd away* 

Phaedra and Hippolytus^ Aft 1. \ 
JM try M to Ceep, 

Strait 
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Strait to my drowfy eyes my reftlefs fancy 
Brought back his fatal form, and curft my flumben 

Ver. 271. When from the cenfer clouds of fragrance roll. 

Phsedra and Hippolytus, Afts i. and iii. 

Burnt elouds of ineenfe on your loaded altars ? — 

let altars fmoke, 

, And richeft gums> and fpice, and ineenfe rolt 
Their fragrcfnt ' wreaths to heaven. 

Ver. 274. One thought of thee puts all the pomp to flight, 
Priefts, tapers, temples, fwim before mylight. 

5w/WsPhadra and Hippolytus, A£t i. 

all the idle pomp^ 

PrieJIs^ altars, viOXms^ /warn before myjtghu S. 

Compare a quotation from Mrs,. Rowcy at ver. 99* 

Ver. 300. And Faith, our early immortality. 

This rcfembles a pafTage in Crajhazv^ on Hope : 
Fair Hope ! our earlier heaven ! by thee 
Young Time is tafter to Eternity. 

Ver. 332. See the laft fparkle languifh in my eye. 

Phaedra and Hippolytus, A£t. ii. 

How the foft paffion languijh*din his eyes f 

TEMPLE OF FAME. 

VER. 340. The pois'nous vapour blots the purple fkies. 

Crajhawy upon the Death of Mr. Herrys : 
When a ruddy ftorm, whofe fcoul 
Made Heaven's radiant face look foul, 
Caird for an untimely night, 
To blot the newly bloflbm'd light. 

ESSAY 
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ESSAY ON MAN. 

EP. ii. ver. 90, This tafte the honey, and not wound the 
flow'r. 
Crq/haw, in his dialogue on Hope : 

Nor need we kill thy fruit to fmell thy flower. 

Ep. iii. vcr. 1 76. Learn of the mole to plow— — 

To the fame fentiment, Afartial^ xiii. 6o. 
Gaudet in effbiEs habitare cuniculus antris : 
Monilravit tacitas hoftibus ille vias. 
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